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In t roduc t ion

T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  a t t a c h e s  g r e a t  v a l u e  t o  d i s a r m a m e n t  a n , C  d r m s  c o n t r o l  a s  m e a n s  t o  c o n t r i b u t e

to  in te rna t iona l  peace ar id  secur i ty .  Conf idence-bu i ld ing  measures  (CBl t l s )  a re  deemed essent ia l  in

th is  p rocess ,  fo r  they  are  impor tan t  in  re in fo rc ing  the  nor rn  aga ins t  the  spread o f  convent iona l

w e a p o n s  a n d  i n  r e d u c i n g  t e n s i o n s  b e t w e e n  s t a t e s .  C B M s  p r o v i d e  t r a n s p a r e n c y ,  d i a l o g u e  a n d

coopera t ion  and there fore  c reer te  a  c l imate  conduc ive  to  e f fec t i ve  d isarmament  and arms cont ro l .

I .  D u t c h  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t r e a t i e s  a n d  a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  c o n f i d e r r c e - b u i l d i n g  m e a s u r e s

a.  Trea ty  on  Convent iona l  Armed Forces  (CFE)

The Nether lands  is  par ty  tc  the  Trea ty  on  Convent iona l  Armed Forces  in  Europe (CFE) .  The CFE

t rea ty  p laces  na t iona l  and te r r i to r ia l  ce i l ings  on  convent iona l  weapon s '1s tems,  in  o rder  to  p revent

a n y  c o u n t r y  f r o m  a m a s s i n g  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s y m m e t r i c a l  s t o c k : p i l e  o f  w e a p o n s  a n d  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e

capac i ty  fo r  conduct ing  surpr is ;e  a t tacks  and in i t ia t ing  la rge-s r :a le  o f fens ive  opera t ions .

The CFE cont r ibu tes  to  g re la te r  t ransparency  in  the  f ie ld  on  convent iona l  a rms,  s ince  i t  requ i res

s ta te -pa f t ies  to  permi t  inspec t ions  o f  20  o /o  o f  the i r 'ob jec ts  o f  ver i f i ca t ion ' .  The inspec t ion  reg ime

prov ides  s ta te -par t ies  w i th  the  oppor tun i t ies  to  ver i f y  compl iance w i th  the  t rea ty 's  p rov is ions .By

F e b r u a r y  2 0 0 8 ,  C F E  s t a t e s - p a r t i e s  h a d  c a r r i e d  o u t  m o r e  t h a n  4 , 0 0 0  o n - s i t e  i n s p e c t i o n s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,

the  CFE t rea ty  inc reases  t ran : ;parency  by  requ i r ing  s ta te -par t ies  to  submi t  annua l  repor ts  on  the

ac tua l  loca t ion  o f  tanks ,  ACVs;  and ar t i l l e ry  i f  they  are  d i f fe ren t  f rom the i r  des ignated  peacet ime

loca t ion .  A lso ,  quar te r ly  repor ts  must  de ta i l  the  ac tua l  loca t ion  o f  tanks ,  ACVs and ar t i l l e ry ,  as  we l l

as  the  to ta l  number  o f  combat  a i rc ra f t  and a t tack  he l i cop ters ;  in  the  en t i re  t rea ty  a rea .  Changes o f

more  than 30  tanks ,  ACVs or  10  a f t i l l e ry  on  a  s ta te 's  te r r i to ry  must  be :  repor ted .  Any  inc rease by

18 or  more  combat  a i rc ra f t  o r  a t tack  he l i cop ters  in  a  count ry 's  ho ld ing  in  the  en t i re  t rea ty  a rea

must  be  no t i f ied  to  a l l  s ta te -per r t ies .



b.  V ienna Document

T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  i s  a  s i g n a t o r y  o f  t h e  V i e n n a  D o c u m e n t .  T h i s  d o c u m e n t  a i m s  t o  s t r e n g t h e n

mutua l  t rus t  and to  d ispe l  concern  about  mi l i ta ry  ac t iv i t ies  o f  the  pa t ic ipa t ing  s ta tes ,  wh ich  p ledge

to  re f ra in  f rom the  th rea t  o r  use  o f  fo rce ,  by  encourag ing  openness  and t ransparency .  To  th is  end,

t h e  V i e n n a  d o c u m e n t  s e t s  o u t  m e c h a n i s m s  f o r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  a n d  c o o p e r a t i o n  a n d  p r o v i s i o n s

regard ing  the  exchange and ver i f i ca t ion  o f  in fo rmat ion  on  th r :  s ignatory  s ta tes 'a rmed fo rces ,  the i r

de fence po l i c ies  and mi l i ta ry  ac t iv i t ies .

c.  Treaty on Open Skies

T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  i s  a  p a r t y , t o  t h e  T r e a t y  o n  O p e n  S k i e s .  T h i s  t r e a t y  s e t s  o u t  a  f r a m e w o r k  f o r  a

r e g i m e  o f  u n a r m e d  o b s e r v a t i o n  f l i g h t s  o v e r  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  S t a t e s .  I n  t h e  t r e a t y ,

s t a t e - p a r t i e s  r e i t e r a t e  t h e i r  c o m m i t m e n t  " t o  p r o m o t i n g  g r e a t e r  o p e n n e s ; s  a n d  t r a n s p a r e n c y  i n  t h e i r

m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  t o  e r r h a n c i n g  s e c u r i t y  b y  m e a n s  o f  c o n f i d e n c e -  a n d  s e c u r i t y - b u i l d i n g

m e a s u r e s " .  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  c o n s i d e r s  t h i s  t r e a t y  a n  i m p o r t a n t  d o c u m e n t  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f

e n h a n c i n g  s e c u r i t y  a n d  c o n f i d e n c e  b e t w e e n  r n e m b e r s  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m m u n i t y .

d .  UN Convent ion  on  Cer ta in  Convent iona l  Weapons

The Nether lands  ra t i f ied  and imp lemented the  Convent ion  on  Cer ta in  Convent iona l  Weapons

(CCW) and i t s  Pro toco ls .  The purpose o f  the  CCW is  to  ban or  res t r i c t  the  use  o f  spec i f i c  types  o f

weapons tha t  a re  cons idered to  cause unnecessary  o r  un jus ; t i f iab le  su f fe r ing  to  combatants  o r  to

a f f e c t  c i v i l i a n s  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y .

Ar t i c le  13  o f  Amended Pro toco l  I I  o f  the  CCW cont r ibu tes  to  t ransparency  and conf idence

between s ta te -par t ies  by  prov id ing  fo r  con ference o f  H igh  Cc,n t rac t ing  Par t ies  to  the  Pro toco l  to  be

he ld  annua l ly  fo r  the  purpose o f  consu l ta t ions  and coopera t ion  on  a l l  i ssues  re la t ing  to  the  Pro toco l .

In  add i t ion ,  s ta te -pa f t ies  su  bmi t  annua l  repor ts  accord ing  tha t  car r  be  re t r ieved in  a  on l ine

database.  The Nether lands '  annua l  repor t  o f  2007 can be  found on  the  fo l low ing  webs i te :

w w w . u n o g . c h

e.  UN Reg is te r  o f  Convent iona l  Arms

The Nether lands  a t taches  grea t  va lue  to  the  UN Reg is te r  o f  Convent iona l  a rms as  a  means to

f o s t e r  r e g i o n a l  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n f i d e n c e - b u i l d i n g .  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  a n n u a l l y  s u b m i t s  t o  t h e

Reg is te r  a  na t iona l  repor t  on  in te rna t iona l  a rms t rans fers ,  i r rc lud ing  da ta  on  procurement  th rough

n a t i o n a l  p r o d u c t i o n ,  m i l i t a r y  h o l d i n g s  a n d  s m a l l  a r m s  a n d  l i g l r t  w e a p o n s ;  t r a n s f e r s .  T h e  d a t a b a s e  o f

the  Reg is te r  con t r ibu tes  to  t ransparency  and bu i lds  conf idence among rnember  s ta tes ,  by  captur ing

the  grea t  bu lk  o f  the  g loba l  a rms t rade in  the  ca tegor ies  o f  convent iona l  weapons covered by  i t .

Thus  fa r ,  a  to ta l  o f  t72  Sta tes  have repor ted  to  the  Reg is te r  one or  more  t imes.  The annua l  repor ts

s u b m i t t e d  b y  t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  c a n  b e  f o u n d  o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w e b s i t e :

h t t p : / / d  i s a  r m a  m e n t .  u  n . o r g / U l J  R E G I S T E R .  N  S F



f .  UN Programme o f  Ac t ion  to  Prevent ,  Combat  and t i rad ica te  the  I l l i c i t

Arms and L igh t  Weapons in  A l l  I t s  Aspec ts

T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  a n n u a l l y  s u b m i t s  r e p o r t s  o n  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  U N

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  T r a c i n g  I n s t r u m r : n t .  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s ' r e p o r t  o t t  2 0 0 8  c a n  b e  f o u n d

w e b s i t e  :  w w w . u n . o r g / d i s a r m a  m e n t

Trade in  Smal l

PoA,  and o f  the

o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g

g.  UN Ins t rument  fo r  Repor t ing  Mi l i ta ry  Expend i tu res  (UNGA Reso lu t ion  6O/44)

The UN Ins t rument  fo r  Repor t ing  Mi l i ta ry  Expend i tu res  ( t r l i l ex )  i s  a  t ransparency  too l  tha t  he lps

b u i l d i n g  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  p r o m o t e s  r e s t r a i n t  t h r o u g h  g r e a t e r  o p e n n e s s ,  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  a n n u a l l y

submi ts  repor ts  accord ing  to  the  Ins t rument  fo r  Repor t ing  tv l i l i ta ry  Expend i tu res .  The conso l ida ted

repor ts  o f  the  Secre tary  Genera l  con ta in  the  da ta  submi t ted  by  the  Nether lands  and can be  found

o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w e b s i t e :  w w w . u n . o r g / d i s a r m a m e n t

h.  OSCE Code of  Conduct on Pol i t ico-Mi l i tary Aspects of  Secur i ty

T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  a t t a c h e s  g r e a t  v a l u e  t o  t h e  C o d e  o f  C o n d u c t  a n d  h a s  f u l l y  i m p l e m e n t e d  i t .  T h e

N e t h e r l a n d s  i s  r e g u l a r l y  t a k i n g  p a r t  i n  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  e x c h a n g e  o n  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  C o d e

of  Conduct .

i .  OSCE Globa l  Exchange o f  Mi l i ta ry  In fo rmat ion

T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  i s  r e g u l a r l y  t a k i n g  p a f t  i n  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  e x c h a n g e  o n  m i l i t a r y  i n f o r m a t i o n

and submi ts  year ly  repor ts  when requested  by  the  OSCE.

j .  OSCE Quest ionna i re  on  Ant i -Personne l  Landmines

T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  a n n u a l l y  s u b m i t s  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  o n  a n t i - p e r s o n n e l  l a n d m i n e s .

k .  OSCE Document  on  Smal l  Arms and L igh t  Weapons

The Nether lands  year ly  in fo rms the  OSCE about  impor t  and expor t ,  surp luses  and amount  o f

des t ruc t ion  SALW,  na t iona l  s tockp i le  management  and se , iu r i t y  p rocedures ,  mark ing  sys tems,

cur ren t  leg is la t ion  regard ing  expor t  and broker ing ,  and techn iques  and procedures  fo r  the

d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  S A L W .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  h a s  s u b m i t t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  n a t i o n a l

legis lat ion on broker ing forthe OSCE CBM t i t led Pr inciples on the control  of  Broker ing in SALW.The

Nether lands  is  regu la r ly  cont r ibu t ing  to  OSCE pro jec ts  in  the  f ie ld  o f  SALW.

l .  OSCE Document  on  Stockp i les  o f  Convent iona l  Ammuni t ion

The Nether lands  is  regu la r ly  repor t ing  and cont r ibu t ing  to  OSCE pro jec ts  in  th is  f ie ld .

m.  OSCE Document  on  Pr inc ip les  Govern ing  Convent io r ra l  Arms Trans fers

Information exchange on conventional arms tranfers and the Que:stionnaire on conventional

a rms t ran fers :  The Nether lands  submi ts  repor ts  on  a  regu la r  bas is .  The Nether lands  ab ides  by  the

pr inc ip les  la id  down in  th is  document ,  s ince  Dutch  arms;  t rans fer  po l i cy  i s  based on  more

c o m p r e h e n s i v e  E u r o p e a n  U n i o n  p o l i c y ,



n. Convent ion on the Prohibi t ion of  the use, stockpi l l ing,  product ion,  t ransfer of  ant i -

personne l  mines  and the i r  des t ruc t ion  (Ot tawa Conr ren t ion)

The Nether lands  was an  ear ly  suppor te r  o f  a  compreher rs ive  ban c 'n  an t ipersonne l  mines  and

one o f  the  core  group o f  count r ies  lead ing  the  Ot tawa Process ; .  In  December  1996,  the  government

banned possess ion  and use o f  an t ipersonne l  mines ,  w i th  b roa td  par l iamentary  approva l ,  fo l low ing  a

Min is t ry  o f  Defense reassessment .  The Nether lands  s ta r ted  to  des t roy  i t s  s tockp i le  o f  264,500

ant ipersonne l  mines  and is  cont r ibu t ing  f inanc ia l l y  to  mine  ac t ion  pro jec ts  in  var ious  a f fec ted

count r ies .  The Nether lands  regu la r ly  submi ts  annua l  t ransparency  repor ts  accord ing  to  Ar t i c le  7  o f

t h e  C o n v e n t i o n .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  t h e  V o l u n t a r y  F o r m  J ,  w h i c h  g i v e s  d e t a i l s  o f  D u t c h  f u n d i n g  o f  m i n e

a c t i o n .

D u t c h  c o n f i d e n c e - b u i l d i n g  m e a s u r e s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o 1 ' c o n v e n t i o n a l  a r m s

T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  h a s  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e v e n t s  i n  t h r :  f i e l d  o f  c o n f i d e n c e - b u i l d i n g  i n  2 0 0 8 :

The Nether lands  cont r ibu tes  f inanc ia l l y  to  overhau l ing  the  Reg is te r ,  in  o rder  to  ensure  easy  and

re l iab le  access  to  in fo rmat ion  submi t ted  to  i t  by  memb,er  s ta tes  and to  a l low fo r  a  dynamic

search  func t ion  tha t  wou ld  a l low users  to  qu ick ly  and comprehens ive ly  search  fo r  in fo rmat ion

prov ided in  the  UN Reg is te r .  The Nether lands  is  a lso  ac t ive ly  invo lved in  reg iona l  in i t ia t i ves ,

s u c h  a s  r e g i o n a l  U N  w o r k s h o p s  o n  t r a n s p a r e n c y  i n  a r m a m e n t s ,  w i t h  t h e  a i m  t o  e n h a n c e

awareness  and par t i c ipa t ic ,n  o f  UN Member  S ta tes  to  the  Reg is te r .  In  add i t ion ,  the  Nether lands

cont r ibu tes  to  the  deve lopment  o f  a  f ramework  fo r  an  in te rna t iona l  s tandard  o f  end-user

cer t i f i ca t ion  fo r  convent iona l  a rms t rade.

The Nether lands  suppor ts  the  ongo ing  e f fo r ts  in  l igh t  o f  the  Geneva Dec la ra t ion  on  Armed

V i o l e n c e  a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t .  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  i s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  G e n e v a  D e c l a r a t i o n  C o r e

G r o u p  i n  w h i c h  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  c o n c r e t e  a c t i o n  p l a n  i s

fu r ther  be ing  deve loped.  Fur thermore ,  the  Nether lands  has  funded the  Reg iona l  Conference fo r

Eas tern  and Southern  Eas tern  count r ies  on  Armed V io lence and Deve lopment  in  Sara jevo  las t

year .


