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A note from the Executive Director

In a tiny nutshell, here’s how we create change via the Colorado 
General Assembly. First, we organize thousands of everyday 
Coloradans both through face to face conversations and online. 

Second, we deploy their power (your power) by ensuring your stories 
are told and your interests are represented through media and 
direct contact with legislators. Third, we grade those legislators 
on how they vote on our priorities and then share that information 
back with the people who are our ultimate source of power – that’s 
this scorecard. Both by sharing this information with you, and by 
using it to guide how we engage in elections with money and other 
resources, we influence who gets to come back to the legislature to 
make decisions. 

This is the fifth year Healthier Colorado and the second year for our 
sister organization, Healthy Air and Water Colorado, has released 
a scorecard to help infuse transparency and accountability into a 
system that is typically not accessible to most Coloradans. 

I have two significant takeaways from the 2022 Legislative Session. 
First, there was strong bipartisan support for transformative 
legislation to help all Coloradans live a healthier life. This is 
highlighted by the fact that 100% of our top priorities this year were 
sponsored and supported by both Democrats and Republicans. 
Second, the interest of public health didn’t always win over other, 
narrower political interests – and this was a bipartisan occurrence 
as well. There’s clearly more work to do, and it begins now, by taking 
stock of where legislators chose to stand. 

Thank you for all you do.

Sincerely,

Jake Williams
CEO, Healthier Colorado 
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BECOMING A HEALTH CHAMPION

WHO ARE OUR STATE LEGISLATORS 
An elected official is a person that you choose, through your vote, to represent 
you in local, state, and federal government. One hundred state legislators - 65 
Representatives and 35 Senators - represent you at the state capitol throughout 
the 120 day annual legislative session. Every day these individuals have an 
immense amount of influence over the laws that impact your ability to lead a 
healthy life.

STAR RANKING 
We rate every elected official based on their sponsorship, co-sponsorship, and 
votes on pro-health bills. The more a legislator sponsored and voted on the bills 
we scored, the more stars they received. The highest star ranking an elected 
official can earn is five stars. Elected officials who sponsor our Tier 1 bills are 
scored higher because they’ve demonstrated a strong desire to invest their time 
and efforts to pass a bill – more than committing to a vote.

TIER RANKING 
As mighty as we may be, we can’t devote 100% of our resources to every pro-
health bill that is introduced. Instead, we tier bills to determine the level of 
support we are able to provide. We use the following standards to categorize the 
bills: 

 

The mission of Healthier Colorado is to ensure all people have the 
opportunity to live a healthy life. We cannot reach this goal without  
pro-health policies at the Capitol and elected officials who put the  
health of Coloradans first. Throughout this scorecard, we recognize 
several elected officials for their leadership and hard work in a number  
of categories.

Healthier Colorado was present for the creation of the policy, expended 
all available resources to pass the bill, and was deeply involved in the 
legislative strategy.

Healthier Colorado supports the policy, stakeholder group, and legislative 
campaign, but were not intimately involved in the strategy and/or creation 
of the policy. Limited resources may be expended to support the campaign.

Healthier Colorado endorsed the policy and legislative campaign and spent 
a brief amount of time supporting the advancement of the policy.

LEGISLATIVE LEADERSHIP CIRCLE 

Our Legislative Leadership Circle features elected officials who supported each of 
the 39 bills we scored. To be a member of our leadership circle, a legislator must 
vote on the side of health on every bill Healthier Colorado scored.

TIER 1:

TIER 2:

TIER 3:

Becoming a Health ChampionA note from the Executive Director
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REGULATING DENTAL THERAPY SB22-219 

Sponsors: Sen. Moreno, Sen. Smallwood, Rep. Duran, Rep. McLachlan

Pro-health Position: Support

Final Action: Signed by Governor

Summary: Too many Coloradans, especially people in rural areas, communities 
of color, children and seniors, lack access to affordable, quality dental care. More 
than 80% of Colorado’s counties are designated as a dental professional shortage 
area, and five counties do not have a single licensed dentist. This bill creates a 
new license and licensure process for dental therapists in Colorado - a mid-level 
provider that could be added to a dental team. Dental therapists will help expand 
quality care to more patients, reduce wait times for appointments, and provide 
treatment in community settings, such as schools or nursing homes.

KEY BILLS

Every Coloradan deserves access to affordable, quality health care. High 
costs of care, inadequate or no insurance options, and lack of community 
services bar entry to our health system for many people in need of care. 
This year legislators worked tirelessly to address those barriers and 
increase access to care by expanding the workforce and scope for a new 
mid-level dental provider, building out the resources and capacity of 
our behavioral health system to better serve youth and families, and 
strengthening protections for Colorado families from surprise,  
out-of-network medical bills. 

Care Access

53
of Colorado’s 64 counties 

are designated as a dental 
health professional  

shortage area. 
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Care Access

HEALTH INSURANCE SURPRISE BILLING 
PROTECTIONS HB22-1284

Sponsors: Rep. Esgar, Rep. Catlin, Sen. Gardner, Sen. Pettersen

Pro-health Position: Support

Final Action: Signed by the Governor

Summary: In 2019, Colorado passed some of the strongest protections for Colorado 
consumers with state-regulated health insurance plans from being billed for 
unknowingly receiving care outside of their insurance network. A year later, Congress 
followed Colorado’s lead and passed similar protections at the federal level. HB22-
1284 integrates the federal and state surprise billing protections by establishing 
clear rules for when patients can consent to out-of-network care, providing stronger 
safeguards to ensure a patient does not lose access to care if their medical provider 
becomes out-of-network, and more.

YOUTH AND FAMILY BEHAVIORAL  
HEALTH CARE HB22-1283

Sponsors: Rep. Michaelson Jenet, Rep. Bradfield, Sen. Buckner, Sen. Priola

Pro-health Position: Support

Final Action: Signed by the Governor

Summary: Colorado does not have adequate capacity to serve children and youth 
with complex mental health needs. As a result, too many children are sent out-
of-state to access treatment, far away from their families and support network. 
Based on recommendations from the state’s Behavioral Health Transformational 
Task Force, this bill will invest $54 million to support intensive youth and family 
residential and outpatient care, ensuring that children, youth, and families can 
access behavioral health treatment and services they need right here in Colorado.

66%
of young Coloradans 

said there were either 
no available mental 

health appointments  
or the wait was  

too long. 
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Senate Republicans
1. Jim Smallwood*
2. Don Coram
3. Kevin Priola

Senate Democrats
1. Dominick Moreno*
2. Faith Winter
3. Janet Buckner 

*pictured 

House Republicans
1. Perry Will*
2. Mary Bradfield
3. Marc Catlin

House Democrats  
1. Monica Duran (tie)*
1.  Barbara McLachlan (tie)*
3. Susan Lontine

1 in 5  
emergency room visits 

result in surprise 
medical bills due to 

being out-of-network.

Care Access

LEGISLATOR WINNERS   |   CARE ACCESS
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*pictured 

HB 22-1008 Concerning the federal requirements for the implementation of fertility 
coverage under health benefit plans

HB 22-1095 Concerning an expansion of a physician assistant’s ability to practice, 
and, in connection therewith, changing the relationship between a physician 
assistant and a physician or podiatrist from supervision to collaboration for 
physician assistants with less experience or who are working in a new specialty, 
establishing the collaboration requirements, and requiring physician assistants 
with more experience to consult with the physician assistant’s health-care team

HB 22-1269 Concerning requirements imposed on persons not authorized to 
transact insurance business in this state who are offering coverage of health-care 
costs for Colorado residents, and, in connection therewith, making an appropriation

HB 22-1283 Concerning enhanced residential services for persons with behavioral 
health needs, and, in connection therewith, making an appropriation

HB 22-1284 Concerning updates to state surprise billing laws to facilitate the 
implementation of surprise billing protections, and, in connection therewith, 
aligning state law with the federal "No Surprises Act" and making an appropriation

HB 22-1289 Concerning improving access to health benefits for economically 
insecure Colorado families by enhancing public health programs, and, in connection 
therewith, making an appropriation

HB 22-1303 Concerning an increase in the number of residential behavioral health 
beds, and, in connection therewith, making an appropriation

HB 22-1325 Concerning alternative payment models for primary care services, and, 
in connection therewith, making an appropriation

SB 22-040 Concerning actuarial reviews of proposed legislation that may impose a 
new health benefit mandate on health benefit plans, and, in connection therewith, 
making an appropriation

SB 22-052 Concerning aligning medical assistance income eligibility requirements 
with federal law

SB 22-068 Concerning the creation of a tool to provide transparency in health claims 
data submitted to the Colorado all-payer health claims database, and, in connection 
therewith, making an appropriation

SB 22-081 Concerning a requirement that the board of directors of the Colorado 
health benefit exchange create a consumer outreach campaign to provide 
consumers with comprehensive information regarding covered health-care services, 
and, in connection therewith, adjusting the limit on the total amount of tax credits 
that may be granted to health insurance companies

SB 22-177 Concerning behavioral health system investments in the statewide care 
coordination infrastructure, and, in connection therewith, making an appropriation

SB 22-181 Concerning the behavioral health administration’s plan to address 
issues regarding the delivery of behavioral health-care services in this state, and, in 
connection therewith, making an appropriation

SB 22-219 Concerning the regulation of dental therapists, and, in connection 
therewith, making an appropriation

BILLS SCORED

Care Access

7



SEALING CRIMINAL RECORDS SB22-099

Sponsors: Sen. Hisey, Sen. Rodriguez, Rep. Tipper, Rep. Larson

Pro-health Position: Support

Final Action: Signed by the Governor

Summary: Many types of non-violent criminal records are eligible for sealing 
under Colorado law, yet the process leaves people behind. In fact, only 5% of 
Coloradans eligible for record sealing successfully get their records sealed. SB22-
099, known as the Colorado Clean Slate Act, will automatically seal records that are 
currently eligible to help people find meaningful employment so they can become 
contributing members of their community, support themselves and their families, 
and lead healthy lives. 

KEY BILLS

While we strive to ensure every Coloradan has the chance to live a healthy 
life, there are drastic disparities across the state – factors like zip code, 
family income, or race, form barriers to receive the opportunities we all 
deserve. This session was transformational as state lawmakers automated 
Colorado’s process for sealing criminal records, removing a major barrier 
to economic stability for more than one million Coloradans, and passed 
a bill that will bolster services for youth involved in the juvenile justice 
system. Additionally, the legislature invested in programs that will expand 
healthy food options in communities across our state.

An estimated  

1.3 
million 
Coloradans have a 
record eligible for 

sealing. 

Bridging the Gap
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REDUCE JUSTICE-INVOLVEMENT FOR 
YOUNG CHILDREN HB22-1131

Sponsors: Rep. Gonzales-Gutierrez, Rep. Bacon, Sen. Gonzales

Pro-health Position: Support

Final Action: Signed by the Governor

Summary: Right now, kids in Colorado as young as 10 years old can be arrested, 
prosecuted, and locked up in juvenile detention even though the majority of 
children ages 10 to 12 are arrested for developmentally appropriate and non-violent 
misbehaviors. Instead, they deserve systems and interventions from families, 
communities, and child-serving programs that improve outcomes for children, 
enhance community safety, and prevent future misbehavior with evidence-based 
methods. This bill creates a working group within the Department of Human 
Services to examine potential gaps in services for youth ages 10 to 12 and to make 
recommendations to address those gaps if the age of prosecution is raised for 
children.

33%   
of Coloradans 

reported 
experiencing food 

insecurity

CRITICAL SERVICES FOR LOW-INCOME 
HOUSEHOLDS HB22-1380

Sponsors: Rep. Gonzales-Gutierrez, Rep. Pelton, Sen. Bridges, Sen. Coram

Pro-health Position: Support

Final Action: Signed by the Governor

Summary: Many Colorado households are finding it difficult to put food on 
the table and access nutritious meals. During the COVID-19 pandemic, 33% 
of Coloradans reported experiencing food insecurity, including 43% of non-
White and Latinx families. Colorado’s small food retailers have struggled 
to keep prices down, while small farms have trouble connecting with local 
retailers to sell their products. This bill invests funding into programs that 
will streamline technology systems and expand healthy food options for low-
income Coloradans, while supporting the small businesses and farmers in 
local communities across the state.

Bridging the Gap
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*pictured 

House Democrats  
1. Serena Gonzales-Gutierrez*

2. Jennifer Bacon (tie)
2. Kerry Tipper (tie)

 

LEGISLATOR WINNERS   |   BRIDGING THE GAP

Kids ages 

 10 to 12  
can be arrested, 
prosecuted, and 

detained in Colorado.

Senate Republicans
1. Don Coram*

2. Dennis Hisey
3. Cleave Simpson (tie)
3. Jerry Sonnenberg (tie)

Senate Democrats 
1. Robert Rodriguez*

2. Julie Gonzales (tie)
2. Pete Lee (tie)

House Republicans
1. Rod Pelton*

2. Perry Will
3. Mary Bradfield

Bridging the Gap

10



*pictured 

 

HB 22-1002 Concerning expanding student access to enrollment in 
postsecondary courses while the student is enrolled in high school

HB 22-1010 Concerning an income tax credit for eligible early childhood 
educators, and in connection therewith, making an appropriation

HB 22-1098 Concerning the elimination of barriers to obtaining authority to 
practice an occupation based on an individual’s criminal history record, and, in 
connection therewith, making an appropriation

HB 22-1131 Concerning measures to reduce justice-involvement for young 
children, and, in connection therewith, focus on prevention and age-appropriate 
interventions and making an appropriation 

HB 22-1267 Concerning culturally relevant training available to health-care 
providers, and, in connection therewith, making an appropriation

HB 22-1326 (Opposed) Concerning measures to address synthetic opiates, 
and, in connection therewith, changing the criminal penalties associated with 
synthetic opiates; using a substance abuse assessment to direct appropriate 
treatment at sentencing; providing opiate antagonists in the community; 
providing synthetic opiate detection tests in the community; creating immunity 
for furnishing synthetic opiate detection tests; providing treatment for persons 
in the criminal justice system; developing a fentanyl prevention and education 
campaign; providing funding for substance use and harm reduction; evaluating 
the substance use and harm reduction needs across the state; requiring a post-
enactment review of the implementation of this act; and making an appropriation

HB 22-1380 Concerning creating comprehensive, statewide systems to 
provide improved access to critical program services that support low-income 
households, and, in connection therewith, making an appropriation

SB 22-021 Concerning the treatment of persons with behavioral health disorders 
in the justice system, and, in connection therewith, making an appropriation

SB 22-099 Concerning the procedure for sealing of criminal records for nonviolent 
offenses, and, in connection therewith, addressing workforce shortages, 
minimizing barriers to employment for job seekers, and making an appropriation

SB 22-125 Concerning allowing certain public health-care entities to improve 
health-care efficiency through cooperation

SB 22-173 Concerning criteria relating to the operation of telepharmacy outlets

BILLS SCORED

Bridging the Gap
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Healthy  
Communities

USE OF LOCAL LODGING TAX  
REVENUE HB22-1117

Sponsors: Rep. Roberts, Rep. Catlin, Sen. Coram, Sen. Donovan

Pro-health Position: Support

Final Action: Signed by the Governor

Summary: Across Colorado, frontline workers are priced out of the communities 
where they work leaving critical industries, like vital tourism economies, with 
workforce shortages and neglected maintenance on tourist attractions. This 
bill allows Colorado’s counties to invest local lodging tax and marketing district 
dollars towards workforce housing, affordable child care, and enhancing visitor 
experiences with the permission of their voters. Communities will be able to use 
this flexible, actionable solution to build back local affordability to sustain a 
vibrant, healthy workforce.

KEY BILLS

All of Colorado’s communities deserve the same chance at living a healthy 
life. Our lawmakers have the power to put the communities throughout 
our state on equal footing—or to let some communities fall behind. This 
year legislators created and reformed our institutions to prioritize the 
foundations of health by allowing counties to use local tax revenue towards 
housing and basic workforce needs, streamlining access to behavioral 
health and substance use services, and laying the groundwork for a 
universal, high-quality preschool program to ensure our kids can succeed 
and thrive.

Nearly 1 in 3  
Coloradans are worried 
about losing their home 

because their rent or 
mortgage is too high.

20%   
of young people 

have increased their 
drug and alcohol 

consumption and are 
worried about it. 
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Healthy  
Communities

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH ADMINISTRATION 
HB22-1278

Sponsors: Rep. Young, Rep. Pelton, Sen. Lee, Sen. Simpson

Pro-health Position: Support

Final Action: Signed by the Governor

Summary: Coloradans’ mental health is suffering and our state has fallen behind 
in helping people navigate and access critical behavioral health services. Last 
year, Children’s Hospital Colorado declared a ‘state of emergency’ for youth mental 
health, and a report by Mental Health America ranked Colorado in last place overall 
for adult mental health. This bill creates the Behavioral Health Administration to 
help increase and streamline access to behavioral health services for people with 
mental health conditions and substance use disorders to ensure they get the 
appropriate care to support their health and wellbeing.

DEPARTMENT OF EARLY CHILDHOOD AND 
UNIVERSAL PRESCHOOL PROGRAM HB22-1295

Sponsors: Rep. Sirota, Speaker Garnett, Sen. Buckner, President Fenberg

Pro-health Position: Support

Final Action: Signed by the Governor

Summary: Early childhood is a critical time in a child’s life that lays the 
foundation for the future. During this period, children are constantly acquiring 
new knowledge and skills that dramatically impact their life outcomes, which 
is why access to high quality early childhood education is critical. Based on the 
unanimously approved recommendations by the state’s Early Childhood Leadership 
Commission, HB22-1295 establishes a cabinet-level Department of Early Childhood 
and a universal preschool program to provide a seamless experience for families 
and expand access to high quality preschool options for all of Colorado’s kids to 
ensure they have the foundations they need to thrive.

Referrals to  
early intervention 
services dropped 

63% 

during the pandemic, 
leaving kids without 

needed services. 
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Healthy  
Communities

LEGISLATOR WINNERS  |   HEALTHY COMMUNITIES

Senate Democrats 
1.	 Kerry Donovan*
2. Brittany Pettersen
3. Steve Fenberg 

House Democrats  
1. Dylan Roberts*
2. Julie McCluskie
3. Judy Amabile

*pictured 

House Republicans
1. Marc Catlin*
2. Janice Rich
3. Rod Pelton

Senate Republicans
1.	 Don Coram*
2. Kevin Priola
3. Cleave Simpson

Nearly 1 in 3 

Coloradans are worried 
about losing their home 

because their rent or 
mortgage is too high. 

14



Healthy  
Communities

*pictured 

HB 22-1005 Concerning modifications to the existing tax credit for rural and 
frontier health-care preceptors

HB 22-1052 Concerning promoting behavioral health crisis services to school-age 
students, and, in connection therewith, making an appropriation

HB 22-1064 Concerning tobacco products, and, in connection therewith, 
prohibiting the distribution of flavored cigarettes, tobacco products, or nicotine 
products, amending the definition of cigarette, tobacco product, or nicotine 
product to include products containing synthetic nicotine, prohibiting the 
distribution of synthetic nicotine products, and directing the prevention services 
division in the department of public health and environment to convene a 
working group to develop and implement a grant program to address the needs 
of communities disproportionately impacted by tobacco and nicotine marketing, 
sales, and use

HB 22-1070 Concerning early childhood development service districts, and, in 
connection therewith, allowing a district to include in its service area less than 
all of the territory of an existing taxing district and to accept gifts, grants, and 
donations

HB 22-1100 (Opposed) Concerning the prohibition against discrimination based 
on the refusal to obtain a COVID-19 vaccine

HB 22-1117 Concerning the use of revenue from a local tax on lodging

HB 22-1200 (Opposed) Concerning a requirement that an employer grant an 
employee an exemption from a COVID-19 vaccine requirement under specified 
circumstances

HB 22-1201 (Opposed) Concerning standards for immunization requirements

HB 22-1278 Concerning the creation of the behavioral health administration, and, 
in connection therewith, making and reducing an appropriation

HB 22-1295 Concerning the department of early childhood, and, in connection 
therewith, establishing the duties of the department of early childhood and the 
executive director of the department, relocating early childhood programs from 
the departments of human services and education to the department of early 
childhood, creating the Colorado universal preschool program, and making and 
adjusting appropriations

SB 22-033 Concerning the exclusion of revenues from the sale of certain foods 
from the calculation of total annual gross sales revenues for purposes of the limit 
on the amount of non-alcohol items a retail liquor store may sell

SB 22-106 Concerning addressing conflicts of interest in regional organizations 
responsible for public behavioral health services, and, in connection therewith, 
making an appropriation

SB 22-149 Concerning measures to improve marijuana industry regulation

BILLS SCORED
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Healthier Colorado’s

Legislative Leadership Circle

Julie Gonzales

Pete Lee

Robert Rodriguez

Our Legislative Leadership Circle features elected officials who supported 
each of the 29 bills we scored. To be a member of our leadership circle, 
elected officials are scored on the percentage of votes they took on  
pro-health policies. Elected officials who received a 100% voting record  
have earned their place in Healthier Colorado’s Legislative Leadership Circle 
and we are honored to recognize them as true health champions.

SENATORS

Judy Amabile

Jennifer Bacon

Serena Gonzales-Gutierrez

Matt Gray

Iman Jodeh 

Chris Kennedy

Naquetta Ricks

Emily Sirota

Steve Woodrow

REPRESENTATIVES

2022 Legislative  
Leadership Circle 
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2022 Legislative  
Leadership Circle 
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Jeff Bridges (D) SP SP

Janet Buckner (D) SP SP SP SP

James Coleman (D) SP

John Cooke (R) E SP E

Don Coram (R) E E E SP/E SP E E E E E E SP E E

Jessie Danielson (D) E E

Kerry Donovan (D) SP E

Stephen Fenberg (D) SP SP

Rhonda Fields (D) SP

Bob Gardner (R) E E SP/E

Joann Ginal (D) SP SP

Julie Gonzales (D) SP

Chris Hansen (D) SP

Nick Hinrichsen (D)

Dennis Hisey (R) SP

Chris Holbert (R)

Sonya Jaquez Lewis (D) SP

Barbara Kirkmeyer (R) SP E E

Chris Kolker (D) SP

Pete Lee (D) SP SP

Larry Liston (R) SP

Paul Lundeen (R)

Dominick Moreno (D) SP SP SP

Brittany Pettersen (D) E SP SP SP

Kevin Priola (R) E SP SP/E

Bob Rankin (R) SP E SP SP

Robert Rodriguez (D) SP SP SP SP

Ray Scott (R) E E E E E

Cleave Simpson (R) SP SP

Jim Smallwood (R) SP E SP SP SP SP SP

Jerry Sonnenberg (R) SP E

Tammy Story (D) E E

Faith Winter (D) SP SP SP

Rob Woodward (R) E

Rachel Zenzinger (D) E

HB
-1
00
8

HB
-1
00
5

HB
-1
01
0

HB
-1
05
2

HB
-1
07
0

HB
-1
09
8

HB
-1
11
7

HB
-1
13
1

HB
-1
26
7

AwardsLegislator

NO voteYES vote SP = Sponsored Introduced Bill                   E = Excused

Healthy CommunitiesBridging the GapCare Access100% score
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Scorecard
2022 SENATE VOTESTIER 1

TIER 2

TIER 3

Jeff Bridges (D) SP SP

Janet Buckner (D) SP SP SP SP

James Coleman (D) SP

John Cooke (R) E SP E

Don Coram (R) E E E SP/E SP E E E E E E SP E E

Jessie Danielson (D) E E

Kerry Donovan (D) SP E

Stephen Fenberg (D) SP SP

Rhonda Fields (D) SP

Bob Gardner (R) E E SP/E

Joann Ginal (D) SP SP

Julie Gonzales (D) SP

Chris Hansen (D) SP

Nick Hinrichsen (D)

Dennis Hisey (R) SP

Chris Holbert (R)

Sonya Jaquez Lewis (D) SP

Barbara Kirkmeyer (R) SP E E

Chris Kolker (D) SP

Pete Lee (D) SP SP

Larry Liston (R) SP

Paul Lundeen (R)

Dominick Moreno (D) SP SP SP

Brittany Pettersen (D) E SP SP SP

Kevin Priola (R) E SP SP/E

Bob Rankin (R) SP E SP SP

Robert Rodriguez (D) SP SP SP SP

Ray Scott (R) E E E E E

Cleave Simpson (R) SP SP

Jim Smallwood (R) SP E SP SP SP SP SP

Jerry Sonnenberg (R) SP E

Tammy Story (D) E E

Faith Winter (D) SP SP SP

Rob Woodward (R) E

Rachel Zenzinger (D) E

HB
-1
27
8

HB
-1
26
9

HB
-1
28
3

HB
-1
28
4

HB
-1
28
9

HB
-1
29
5

HB
-1
30
3

HB
-1
32
5

HB
-1
32
6

HB
-1
38
0

SB
-0
21

SB
-0
40

SB
-0
52

SB
-0
68

SB
-0
81

SB
-0
99

SB
-1
06

SB
-1
73

SB
-1
77

SB
-1
81

SB
-2
19

19



Judy Amabile (D) SP SP SP SP SP

Jennifer Bacon (D) SP SP SP SP E

Mark Baisley (R) SP

Adrienne Benavidez (D) SP

Tracey Bernett (D) SP

Shannon Bird (D) SP SP

Rod Bockenfeld (R) E E

Andrew Boesenecker (D) SP

Mary Bradfield (R) E SP SP SP

Yadira Caraveo (D) SP SP

Terri Carver (R) E E E

Marc Catlin (R) SP SP

Lisa Cutter (D) SP SP

Lindsey Daugherty (D)

Monica Duran (D) SP SP

Daneya Esgar (D) SP

Tony Exum (D)

Meg Froelich (D) SP

Alec Garnett (D) E SP SP E E E

Tim Geitner (R)

Serena Gonzales-Gutierrez (D) E SP SP SP SP SP SP

Matt Gray (D) E E SP E E E E

Ron Hanks (R) E E E E

Leslie Herod (D) SP E SP

Richard Holtorf (R)

Edie Hooton (D) E SP

Iman Jodeh (D) SP SP

Chris Kennedy (D) SP SP SP

Cathy Kipp (D) SP SP

Colin Larson (R)

Mandy Lindsay (D)

Susan Lontine (D) SP SP SP SP SP

Stephanie Luck (R)

HB
-1
01
0

HB
-1
05
2

HB
-1
06
4

HB
-1
07
0

HB
-1
09
5

HB
-1
09
8

HB
-1
11
7

AwardsLegislator HB
-1
00
8

HB
-1
00
5

NO voteYES vote SP = Sponsored Introduced Bill                   E = Excused

Healthy CommunitiesBridging the GapCare Access100% score
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2022 HOUSE VOTES

Judy Amabile (D) SP SP SP SP SP

Jennifer Bacon (D) SP SP SP SP E

Mark Baisley (R) SP

Adrienne Benavidez (D) SP

Tracey Bernett (D) SP

Shannon Bird (D) SP SP

Rod Bockenfeld (R) E E

Andrew Boesenecker (D) SP

Mary Bradfield (R) E SP SP SP

Yadira Caraveo (D) SP SP

Terri Carver (R) E E E

Marc Catlin (R) SP SP

Lisa Cutter (D) SP SP

Lindsey Daugherty (D)

Monica Duran (D) SP SP

Daneya Esgar (D) SP

Tony Exum (D)

Meg Froelich (D) SP

Alec Garnett (D) E SP SP E E E

Tim Geitner (R)

Serena Gonzales-Gutierrez (D) E SP SP SP SP SP SP

Matt Gray (D) E E SP E E E E

Ron Hanks (R) E E E E

Leslie Herod (D) SP E SP

Richard Holtorf (R)

Edie Hooton (D) E SP

Iman Jodeh (D) SP SP

Chris Kennedy (D) SP SP SP

Cathy Kipp (D) SP SP

Colin Larson (R)

Mandy Lindsay (D)

Susan Lontine (D) SP SP SP SP SP

Stephanie Luck (R)
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NO voteYES vote SP = Sponsored Introduced Bill                   E = Excused

Healthy CommunitiesBridging the GapCare Access100% score
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0

HB
-1
05
2

HB
-1
06
4
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-1
07
0

HB
-1
09
5

HB
-1
09
8

HB
-1
11
7

Mike Lynch (R) E SP

Julie McCluskie (D) SP SP SP SP

Karen McCormick (D) SP

Hugh McKean (R) E SP E SP

Barbara McLachlan (D) SP E SP/E E SP

Dafna Michaelson Jenet (D) E SP SP SP E SP

Kyle Mullica (D) SP SP SP

Patrick Neville (R)

David Ortiz (D) SP

Rod Pelton (R) E SP SP SP E

Andres Pico (R)

Kim Ransom (R)

Janice Rich (R) E SP

Naquetta Ricks (D) E

Dylan Roberts (D) SP SP

Shane Sandridge (R) E SP SP

Emily Sirota (D) E SP SP SP E SP E

Marc Snyder (D)

Matt Soper (R) SP SP

Tom Sullivan (D) SP

Kerry Tipper (D) SP E SP

Brianna Titone (D) SP SP

Alex Valdez (D) SP

Donald Valdez (D)

Tonya Van Beber (R) SP E E SP

Kevin Van Winkle (R)

Mike Weissman (D)

Perry Will (R) SP SP SP

Dave Williams (R) E

Steven Woodrow (D) E

Dan Woog (R) SP

Mary Young (D) SP SP

AwardsLegislator HB
-1
00
8

HB
-1
00
5
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Mike Lynch (R) E SP

Julie McCluskie (D) SP SP SP SP

Karen McCormick (D) SP

Hugh McKean (R) E SP E SP

Barbara McLachlan (D) SP E SP/E E SP

Dafna Michaelson Jenet (D) E SP SP SP E SP

Kyle Mullica (D) SP SP SP

Patrick Neville (R)

David Ortiz (D) SP

Rod Pelton (R) E SP SP SP E

Andres Pico (R)

Kim Ransom (R)

Janice Rich (R) E SP

Naquetta Ricks (D) E

Dylan Roberts (D) SP SP

Shane Sandridge (R) E SP SP

Emily Sirota (D) E SP SP SP E SP E

Marc Snyder (D)

Matt Soper (R) SP SP

Tom Sullivan (D) SP

Kerry Tipper (D) SP E SP

Brianna Titone (D) SP SP

Alex Valdez (D) SP

Donald Valdez (D)

Tonya Van Beber (R) SP E E SP

Kevin Van Winkle (R)

Mike Weissman (D)

Perry Will (R) SP SP SP

Dave Williams (R) E

Steven Woodrow (D) E

Dan Woog (R) SP

Mary Young (D) SP SP

SP/E

SP

SP/E
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HB 22-1117 Concerning the use of revenue from a local tax on lodging.
SB 22-099 Concerning the procedure for sealing of criminal records for nonviolent offenses, and, in 
connection therewith, addressing workforce shortages, minimizing barriers to employment for job 
seekers, and making an appropriation.
SB 22-219 Concerning the regulation of dental therapists, and, in connection therewith, making an 
appropriation.
 
HB 22-1131 Concerning measures to reduce justice-involvement for young children, and, in 
connection therewith, focus on prevention and age-appropriate interventions and making an 
appropriation.
HB 22-1267 Concerning culturally relevant training available to health-care providers, and, in 
connection therewith, making an appropriation.
HB 22-1278 Concerning the creation of the behavioral health administration, and, in connection 
therewith, making and reducing an appropriation.
HB 22-1295 Concerning the department of early childhood, and, in connection therewith, establishing 
the duties of the department of early childhood and the executive director of the department, 
relocating early childhood programs from the departments of human services and education to the 
department of early childhood, creating the Colorado universal preschool program, and making and 
adjusting appropriations.
HB 22-1325 Concerning alternative payment models for primary care services, and, in connection 
therewith, making an appropriation.
HB 22-1380 Concerning creating comprehensive, statewide systems to provide improved access to 
critical program services that support low-income households, and, in connection therewith, making 
an appropriation.
SB 22-021 Concerning the treatment of persons with behavioral health disorders in the justice 
system, and, in connection therewith, making an appropriation.
SB 22-040 Concerning actuarial reviews of proposed legislation that may impose a new health 
benefit mandate on health benefit plans, and, in connection therewith, making an appropriation.
SB 22-106 Concerning addressing conflicts of interest in regional organizations responsible for 
public behavioral health services, and, in connection therewith, making an appropriation.
SB 22-125 Concerning allowing certain public health-care entities to improve health-care efficiency 
through cooperation.

HB 22-1002 Concerning expanding student access to enrollment in postsecondary courses while the 
student is enrolled in high school.
HB 22-1005 Concerning modifications to the existing tax credit for rural and frontier health-care 
preceptors.
HB 22-1008 Concerning the federal requirements for the implementation of fertility coverage under 
health benefit plans.
HB 22-1010 Concerning an income tax credit for eligible early childhood educators, and in connection 
therewith, making an appropriation.
HB 22-1052 Concerning promoting behavioral health crisis services to school-age students, and, in 
connection therewith, making an appropriation.
HB 22-1064 Concerning tobacco products, and, in connection therewith, prohibiting the distribution 
of flavored cigarettes, tobacco products, or nicotine products, amending the definition of cigarette, 
tobacco product, or nicotine product to include products containing synthetic nicotine, prohibiting 
the distribution of synthetic nicotine products, and directing the prevention services division in the 
department of public health and environment to convene a working group to develop and implement 
a grant program to address the needs of communities disproportionately impacted by tobacco and 
nicotine marketing, sales, and use.
HB 22-1070 Concerning early childhood development service districts, and, in connection therewith, 
allowing a district to include in its service area less than all of the territory of an existing taxing 
district and to accept gifts, grants, and donations.
HB 22-1095 Concerning an expansion of a physician assistant’s ability to practice, and, in connection 
therewith, changing the relationship between a physician assistant and a physician or podiatrist 
from supervision to collaboration for physician assistants with less experience or who are working 
in a new specialty, establishing the collaboration requirements, and requiring physician assistants 
with more experience to consult with the physician assistant’s health-care team.
HB 22-1098 Concerning the elimination of barriers to obtaining authority to practice an occupation 
based on an individual’s criminal history record, and, in connection therewith, making an 
appropriation.

Final Bills Scored

TIER 1

TIER 2

TIER 3
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Methodology: 
• �Total stars were awarded to Senators based on dividing 

members into quintiles after ranking members 1-35 
based on their total percentage of their overall voting and 
sponsorship records. 

• �Total stars were awarded to Representatives based on 
dividing members into quintiles after ranking members 1-65 
based on their total percentage of their overall voting and 
sponsorship records.

• �Methodology for awarding points:
	 – �Only votes with a recorded third reading were scored for the 

entire General Assembly

	 – �Points for sponsorships are included regardless of a third 
reading vote taking place.

	 – �Sponsorship of a Healthier Colorado Tier 1 Bill = +3 points
	 – �Sponsorship of a Healthier Colorado Tier 2 Bill = +1 points
	 – �Sponsorship of a Healthier Colorado Tier 3 Bill = +0.333 

points
	 – �Votes aligned with a prohealth position +0.333 points
	 – �Votes against a prohealth position resulted in no points 

being awarded
	 – �Votes occurring when legislators were excused or absent 

were not included in their final score.

HB 22-1269 Concerning requirements imposed on persons not authorized to transact insurance 
business in this state who are offering coverage of health-care costs for Colorado residents, and, 
in connection therewith, making an appropriation.
HB 22-1283 Concerning enhanced residential services for persons with behavioral health needs, 
and, in connection therewith, making an appropriation.
HB 22-1284 Concerning updates to state surprise billing laws to facilitate the implementation of 
surprise billing protections, and, in connection therewith, aligning state law with the federal "No 
Surprises Act" and making an appropriation.
HB 22-1289 Concerning improving access to health benefits for economically insecure Colorado 
families by enhancing public health programs, and, in connection therewith, making an 
appropriation.
HB 22-1303 Concerning an increase in the number of residential behavioral health beds, and, in 
connection therewith, making an appropriation.
SB 22-033 Concerning the exclusion of revenues from the sale of certain foods from the 
calculation of total annual gross sales revenues for purposes of the limit on the amount of non-
alcohol items a retail liquor store may sell.
SB 22-052 Concerning aligning medical assistance income eligibility requirements with federal 
law.
SB 22-068 Concerning the creation of a tool to provide transparency in health claims data 
submitted to the Colorado all-payer health claims database, and, in connection therewith, 
making an appropriation.
SB 22-081 Concerning a requirement that the board of directors of the Colorado health benefit 
exchange create a consumer outreach campaign to provide consumers with comprehensive 
information regarding covered health-care services, and, in connection therewith, adjusting the 
limit on the total amount of tax credits that may be granted to health insurance companies.
SB 22-149 Concerning measures to improve marijuana industry regulation.
SB 22-173 Concerning criteria relating to the operation of telepharmacy outlets.
SB 22-177 Concerning behavioral health system investments in the statewide care coordination 
infrastructure, and, in connection therewith, making an appropriation.
SB 22-181 Concerning the behavioral health administration’s plan to address issues regarding 
the delivery of behavioral health-care services in this state, and, in connection therewith, making 
an appropriation.

HB 22-1100 Concerning the prohibition against discrimination based on the refusal to obtain a 
COVID-19 vaccine.
HB 22-1200 Concerning a requirement that an employer grant an employee an exemption from a 
COVID-19 vaccine requirement under specified circumstances.
HB 22-1201 Concerning standards for immunization requirements.
HB 22-1326 Concerning measures to address synthetic opiates, and, in connection therewith, 
changing the criminal penalties associated with synthetic opiates; using a substance abuse 
assessment to direct appropriate treatment at sentencing; providing opiate antagonists in the 
community; providing synthetic opiate detection tests in the community; creating immunity 
for furnishing synthetic opiate detection tests; providing treatment for persons in the criminal 
justice system; developing a fentanyl prevention and education campaign; providing funding 
for substance use and harm reduction; evaluating the substance use and harm reduction needs 
across the state; requiring a post-enactment review of the implementation of this act; and 
making an appropriation.

OPPOSED
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HB 22-1283 Concerning enhanced residential services for persons with behavioral 
health needs, and, in connection therewith, making an appropriation.

HB 22-1303 Concerning an increase in the number of residential behavioral 
health beds, and, in connection therewith, making an appropriation.

HB 22-1380 Concerning creating comprehensive, statewide systems to 
provide improved access to critical program services that support low-income 
households, and, in connection therewith, making an appropriation.

SB 22-177 Concerning behavioral health system investments in the statewide 
care coordination infrastructure, and, in connection therewith, making an 
appropriation.

SB 22-181 Concerning the behavioral health administration’s plan to address 
issues regarding the delivery of behavioral health-care services in this state, and, 
in connection therewith, making an appropriation.

AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT BILLS (ARPA)

$428 million  
to increase affordable housing across 
the state by investing in innovative 
housing options, offering grants and 
loans to finance housing projects, and 
increasing access to homeownership  
for middle-income Coloradans and 
mobile home residents

$250 million  
to help people experiencing 
homelessness find housing and health 
care, and create a regional navigation 
campus and supportive residential 
community center to respond to and 
prevent homelessness in our state

$184 million to bolster Colorado’s 
behavioral health services by expanding 
inpatient and residential treatment 
options, stabilizing and investing 
in the behavioral health workforce, 
and improving care coordination and 
integration of behavioral health into 
primary care

ARPA 
MONEY 
SPENT $157 million to support the 

mental health of youth and families 
by investing in community-based 
services, expanding behavioral health 
care services in schools, and increasing 
residential treatment options for 
intensive care

$95 million to improve child 
care access and options for families, 
recruit and retain high-quality child 
care providers, and support the state’s 
workforce in returning to work

$57 million to prevent people with 
behavioral health needs from becoming 
involved in the criminal justice system, 
providing medication-assisted treatment 
to people in prison, and increasing 
funding for pre-trial diversion programs

$29 million to address the state’s 
fentanyl crisis by buying medication 
to reverse opioid overdoses, support 
medication-assisted treatment for 
people in jail, and provide grants to 
community-based organizations to 
support harm reduction efforts
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HEALTHY AIR &
WATER COLORADO
ACTION

Healthy Air and Water Colorado Action is Healthier Colorado’s 
sister organization that focuses exclusively on public policy that 
addresses the growing public health threats posed by climate 
change. We know that worsening air quality, rising temperatures 
and threats to water availability and quality – all products of 
climate change – have profound impacts on human health, 
particularly for our most vulnerable community members 
like those with existing health issues and children. While our 
Healthier Colorado work focuses on broadly mobilizing grassroots 
Coloradans, our charge is to engage health care professionals, 
including frontline health care providers who see and treat the real 
health issues caused by our changing environment. 
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WILDFIRE MITIGATION INCENTIVES FOR 
LOCAL GOVERNMENTS HB22 - 1011

Sponsors: Rep. Cutter, Rep. Snyder, Sen. Story, Sen. Lee

Pro-health position: Support

Final Action: Signed by Governor

Summary: Climate change has led to a hotter and drier 
Colorado, which has amplified the conditions 
that make severe wildfires possible. Large and 
destructive fires pose a direct threat to our 
safety. They also put our health in jeopardy as 
smoke and particulate matter from wildfires 
exacerbates existing health issues and 
worsens our air quality, leading to short and 
long term public health issues. Our state 
needs innovative approaches for mitigating 
wildfires before they happen. This bill creates 
a grant program to give state match funding 
to local governments that invest in long term 
wildfire mitigation strategies in order to protect 
Coloradans’ health and safety from the dangers of 
catastrophic wildfires. 

PUBLIC PROTECTIONS FROM TOXIC AIR 
CONTAMINANTS HB22 - 1244 

Sponsors: Rep. Kennedy, Rep. Gonzales-Guttierez, Sen. Gonzales

Pro-health position: Support

Final Action: Signed by Governor

Summary: Toxic pollutants from industrial facilities have detrimental health 
effects, such as cancer, respiratory disease, and asthma complications for those 
regularly exposed to emissions of these chemicals. This often includes low income 
communities and communities of color that live closer to industrial polluters. 
HB22-1244 protects public health by establishing health-based standards for toxic 
chemicals to ensure that emissions of toxins are subject to limits that prioritize 
the health of nearby communities.

KEY BILLS

More than 
660,000  
Coloradans live in the 

‘highest wildfire risk areas’ 
and more are moving  
into those high risk  

areas everyday. 

Healthy Air &  
Water Colorado 
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BUILDING GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS 
HB22 - 1362

Sponsors: Rep. Bernett, Rep. A. Valdez, Sen. Winter, Sen. Hansen

Pro-health position: Support

Final Action: Signed by Governor

Summary:  Emissions from household appliances that run on fossil fuels such as 
gas stoves, water heaters, and furnaces contribute to poor indoor air quality that  
leads to a number of health impacts including asthma complications, bronchitis, 
and respiratory infections. On top of these acute health hazards, emissions from 
buildings represent the third largest source of greenhouse gas emissions in the 
state contributing to increased air pollution and larger and more destructive 
wildfires in our state. In order to improve indoor air quality to protect Coloradans’ 
health and reduce the carbon footprint from buildings, HB22-1362 requires local 
governments to update building codes and allocates significant investments for 
clean energy transitions in buildings.

AIR QUALITY IMPROVEMENT  
INVESTMENTS SB22 - 193 

Sponsors: Rep. Froelich, Rep. A. Valdez, Sen. Fenberg, Sen. Gonzales

Pro-health position: Support

Final Action: Signed by Governor

Summary: Doctors, nurses, and health researchers agree that the high pollution 
in Colorado’s air is having a detrimental impact on community health across the 
state, leading to increased risk of cancers, asthma complications, cardiovascular 
diseases, and other potentially life threatening conditions. SB22-193 makes 
record-setting investments to clean up our air through grants for electric school 
buses, electric bicycles, and other energy efficiency projects that will reduce health 
harming emissions and make our air cleaner and safer to breathe.  

Healthy Air &  
Water Colorado 

Air pollution 
causes about 

100,000 
premature deaths 

annually in America, 
and costs us all  

about $886 billion  
per year.

29



Healthy Air &  
Water Colorado 

LEGISLATOR WINNERS  |   HAWC

Senate Democrats 
1. Faith Winter*

2. Tammy Story
3. Julie Gonzales

House Democrats  
1. Lisa Cutter*

2. Alex Valdez
3. Tracey Bernett

*pictured 

House Republicans
1.  Marc Catlin*

2. Mike Lynch
3. Perry Will 

Senate Republicans
1.  Kevin Priola*

2. Don Coram
3. Bob Rankin

The 2021 wildfire  
season in Colorado   

was the worst year on 
record, witnessing the 

three largest  
fires in state 
history.
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Healthy Air &  
Water Colorado 

*pictured 

BILLS SCORED**

31

SUPPORT  
HB22-1007	 Assistance Landowner Wildfire Mitigation

HB22-1011	 Wildfire Mitigation Incentives For Local Governments

HB22-1012	 Wildfire Mitigation and Recovery

HB22-1026	 Alternative Transportation Options Tax Credit

HB22-1092	 Loans from Irrigation Districts to Landowners

HB22-1104	 Powerline Trails

HB22-1117	 Use Of Local Lodging Tax Revenue

HB22-1134	 Measures to Reduce Use Single-use Meal Accessories

HB22-1138	 Reduce Employee Single-occupancy Vehicle Trips

HB22-1151	 Turf Replacement Program

HB22-1244	 Public Protections from Toxic Air Contaminants

HB22-1249	 Electric Grid Resilience and Reliability Roadmap

HB22-1304	 State Grants Investments Local Affordable Housing

HB22-1323	 Updates to state Forest Service Tree Nursery

HB22-1348	 Oversight of Chemicals Used in Oil & Gas

HB22-1355	 Producer Responsibility Program for Recycling

HB22-1362	 Building Greenhouse Gas Emissions

SB22-002	 Resources For Volunteer Firefighters

SB22-007	 Increase Wildfire Risk Mitigation Outreach Efforts

SB22-028	 Groundwater Compact Compliance Fund

SB22-030	 Expand Water Resources Review Committee to Include Agriculture

SB22-051	 Policies To Reduce Emissions From Built Environment

SB22-090	 Severe Weather Notifications To Utility Customers

SB22-114	 Fire Suppression Ponds Water Rights

SB22-138	 Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions In Colorado

SB22-180	 Programs to Reduce Ozone Through Increased Transit

SB22-193	 Air Quality Improvement Investments

SB22-206	 Disaster Preparedness and Recovery Resources

OPPOSED 

HB22-1020	 Customer Right to Use Energy
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303 East 17th Ave. Suite 405 
Denver, CO. 80203
 
720.213.8464 
info@healthiercolorado.org
healthiercolorado.org

NOW YOU KNOW 
THE SCORE.

Take action at healthiercolorado.org

303 East 17th Ave. Suite 405 
Denver, CO. 80203
 
720.213.8464  
info@healthyairandwatercolorado.com
healthyairandwatercolorado.com 

HEALTHY AIR &
WATER COLORADO
ACTION

WE BELIEVE EVERY COLORADAN 
SHOULD HAVE A FAIR CHANCE AT  

LIVING A HEALTHY LIFE. 


