School Nursing Practice Framework™

Supporting Students to be Healthy, Safe and Ready to Learn

Community/
Public Health

Coordination

Leadership

Improvement

« Provide direct care for emergent, episodic,
and chronic mental and physical health needs.

« Connect student and family to available
resources.

« Collaborate with families, school
community, mental health team (including
school counselors, social workers, and
psychologists), and medical home.

« Develop and implement plans of care.

« Foster developmentally appropriate
independence and self-advocacy.

« Provide evidence-based health counseling.

« Facilitate continuity of care with family during
transitions.

« Direct health services in school, district, or
state.

« Interpret school health information and
educate students, families, school staff, and
policymakers.

« Advocate for district or state policies,
procedures, programs, and services that
promote health, reduce risk, improve equitable

access, and support culturally appropriate care.

« Engage in and influence decision-making
within education and health systems.

« Participate in development and coordinate
implementation of school emergency or
disaster plans.

« Champion health and academic equity.

« Share expertise through mentorship/
preceptorship.

« Practice and model self-care.

« Participate in data collection for local, state,
and national standardized data sets and
initiatives.

« Transform practice and make decisions
using data, technology, and standardized
documentation.

« Use data to identify individual and
population level student needs, monitor
student health and academic outcomes,
and communicate outcomes.

« Engage in ongoing evaluation, performance
appraisal, goal setting, and learning to
professionalize practice.

« Identify questions in practice that may be
resolved through research and evidence-
based practice processes.

Community/Public Health

« Provide culturally sensitive, inclusive,
holistic care.

« Conduct health screenings, surveillance,
outreach, and immunization compliance
activities.

« Collaborate with community partners to
develop and implement plans that address
the needs of school communities and
diverse student populations.

« Teach health promotion, health literacy, and
disease prevention.

« Provide health expertise in key roles in
school, work, and community committees/
councils/coalitions.

« Assess school and community for social and
environmental determinants of health.

Standards . Ensure practice consistent with the scope and standards of school
nursing practice, health and education laws (consider the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation

Act of 1973, Nurse Practice Act, state laws regarding school nursing
practice and delegation), federal/state/local policies and regulations,

of Practice

and NASN position statements and code of ethics.

« Employ clinical judgment and critical thinking outlined in

nursing process and prioritization.

« Integrate evidence and best/promising practices (consider
multi-tiered systems of support, clinical practice guidelines).

» Safeguard privacy of students and data (consider Health
Insurance Portability & Accountability Act, Family Educational

Rights and Privacy Act).
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