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January 28, 2020 
 
To: Senator Patrick Page Cortez 
 President of the Senate 
 P.O. Box 94183 
 Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804 
 
 Representative Clay Schexnayder 
 Speaker of the House of Representatives 
 P.O. Box 94062 
 Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804 
 
 

INTERIM REPORT TO THE LEGISLATURE 
IN RESPONSE TO SCR NO. 138 OF THE 2019 REGULAR SESSION 

   
 
 Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 138 of the 2019 Regular Session urges and requests the 
Louisiana State Law Institute to study and make recommendations relative to interviewing victims 
and witnesses of a crime. In fulfillment of this request, the Law Institute assigned the project to its 
Criminal Code and Code of Criminal Procedure Committee, which is comprised of members of 
the bench and bar, law professors, and representatives of other interest groups and operates under 
the direction of Judge Guy Holdridge as Acting Reporter. 
 
 The Committee generally discussed the issues mentioned in the resolution as well as more 
specific issues that arose in the context of legislation proposed during the 2019 Regular Session. 
Members of the Committee involved in negotiations concerning that legislation provided the 
Committee with background information and explained that the intent was to provide a sort of 
Miranda warning to victims and witnesses of crimes concerning their rights to refuse requests for 
interviews, particularly those made by the defendant’s attorney or that attorney’s employees. 
 
 Ultimately, the Committee agreed that a study group of those involved in these negotiations 
should be formed with the goal of reaching a consensus with respect to these issues and proposing 
a recommendation for revision. The Committee plans to receive the study group’s recommendation 
at an upcoming meeting, and a final report will be submitted to the Legislature once the 
recommended revisions have been approved by the Council of the Law Institute.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Judge Guy Holdridge, Acting Reporter 
Criminal Code and Code of Criminal Procedure Committee 
Louisiana State Law Institute 


