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To: Senator Patrick Page Cortez 
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P.O. Box 94183 
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Representative Clay Schexnayder 
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INTERIM REPORT TO THE LEGISLATURE IN RESPONSE TO  

SR NO. 186 AND HR NO. 228 OF THE 2022 REGULAR SESSION 

 

 

 Senate Resolution No. 186 and House Resolution No. 228 of the 2022 Regular Session 

request the Louisiana State Law Institute to review state laws, rules, regulations, policies, and 

procedures relative to mental health evaluations used in child custody and visitation proceedings to 

address the need for revisions and recommendations to improve, clarify, and standardize procedures 

across the state. In response to these requests, the Law Institute assigned this project to its Marriage-

Persons Committee, which is comprised of judges, lawyers, and law professors with expertise in 

this area of the law. The Committee had previously researched these issues in response to Senate 

Resolution No. 46 of the 2018 Regular Session and recommended Act No. 614 of the 2022 Regular 

Session to address licensure of mental health evaluators and prohibit ex parte communications. 

 

 The Marriage-Persons Committee has reviewed the relevant statutes, Code of Civil 

Procedure articles, and Code of Evidence articles concerning mental health evaluations in family 

law proceedings and has conducted research with respect to the detailed court-specific rules that 

have been adopted by various district courts. The Committee has also discussed many areas of 

concern and will first focus their efforts on four issues: distinguishing between mental health and 

custody evaluations, determining the weight that is to be given to reports, reducing costs, and 

training for situations of domestic abuse. 

 

 The Committee anticipates that a final report and recommendations for revisions to the law 

will be submitted to the Legislature for introduction during the 2024 Regular Session, after the 

Committee’s proposals have been reviewed and approved by the Law Institute’s Council. 


