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The Permanent Observer of the Holy See to the WdnitRepresentative of the Secretary-General and Head of
Nations was also invited to participate, at hisuest, the United Nations Interim Administration Mission i
in accordance with the understanding reached in tK@sovo, Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. At the 4086
Council’s prior consultationg?t meeting, the Security Council heard a briefing unde
. . . rule 39 of its provisional rules of procedure by.Mr
At the 4061st meeting, the Security Council hear#éOIi Annabi, Assistant Secretary-General  for

a briefing under rule 39 of its provisional rules .OPeacekeeping Operations. The members of the Council
procedure by Mr. Bernard Kouchner, Special . ) .
made comments and posed questions in connection

with the briefings, to which the speakers responded

471 S/PV.4061 and S/PV.4086.

28. Thedtuation in Georgia

Decision of 12 January 1996 (3618th meeting): mandate of UNOMIG subject to early review by the
resolution 1036 (1996) Security Council if decisions taken at that meeting

On 2 January 1996, pursuant to Security Couné:manged the mandate of the CIS peacekeeping force.

resolution 993 (1995), the Secretary-General suteait At its 3618th meeting, held on 12 January 1996 in
to the Council a report on all aspects of the ditain accordance with the understanding reached in iitsr pr
Abkhazia, Georgid, and his recommendationsconsultations, the Security Council included thpor
regarding the role of the United Nations after thef the Secretary-General in its agenda. Followihg t
expiry of the mandate of the United Nations Observadoption of the agenda, the President (United
Mission in Georgia (UNOMIG) on 12 January 1986.Kingdom), with the consent of the Council, invitdte

In his report, the Secretary-General informed thepresentative of Georgia, at his request, to pipaie
Council that the Georgian-Abkhaz peace process the discussion without the right to vote. The
remained deadlocked and the situation in the UNOMIBresident then drew the attention of the Councilato
area of responsibility remained unsettled and tekke draft resolution, prepared in the course of the 1Quills
stated that, despite strenuous efforts by the Rwssiprior consultation$. The President also drew the
Federation, in its capacity as facilitator, to draf attention of the Council to a letter dated 8 Jaguar
protocol acceptable to both parties to the conflibere 1996 from the representative of Georgia addressed t
had been very little progress. Stressing that the t the President of the Security Council, reporting th
sides continued to need outside assistance totheip killing of eight civilians in the Abkhazian region
find a lasting solution to their dispute, heallegedly by “Abkhaz boeviks*.

recommended that the Security Council extend the

mandate of UNOMIG for six months, until 12 JUIyGeorgia stated that the firm position of the Sefyuri

1996. However, as the situation in Abkhazia as vasl| . . )
Council regarding the developments in the troubled
the mandate of the Commonwealth of Independent . .
- . region of Georgia had repeatedly thwarted the
States (CIS) peacekeeping force would be con&dergs irations of the separatists to divide the coumimd
at the meeting of the Council of Heads of StateCt$ P P o

on 19 January 1996, he also expressed the viewilthatt0 put its sovere!gnty n que_stl_on_. Abkhaz sep_zsg_m
. . stubbornly continued to intimidate the civilian

would be appropriate to make the extension of the . . .
population through kidnappings, torture and summary

executions. He informed the Council that, desphte t
resolutions of the Security Council calling for the

At the same meeting, the representative of

1 For purposes of thiSupplement, the term “Abkhazia”
refers to “Abkhazia, Georgia”, without prejudice to

issues of status. In other instances, the termigplo unconditional return of refugees to their homesyam
originally used in official documents has been preed —F———
to the extent possible. 3 S/1996/16.

25/1996/5. 4 .5/1996/9.
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small group of displaced persons had managed delegation’s concern over the situation regardihg t
return to the region of Gali, where they lived undereturn of refugees and displaced persons, and dstate
constant threat. He also informed the Council tloat, that the Russian Federation considered it essetité!

5 January, “Abkhaz boeviks” had brutally torturenida the comprehensive and safe return of refugees be
killed innocent civilians. The representative ssed ensured’

that, in carrying out that act, the separatists bade

; . . . The representative of China maintained that the
again overridden numerous resolutions of the Seycurlﬁnal settlement of the question in Georgia depehde
Council and ignored the presence of the United dei 9 9 P

observers and CIS peacekeeping forces in the regi(:)?le final analysis, on Georgians of all ethnic greuiln

S . at connection, the international community could
He maintained that the Government of Georgia ha v onlv a supplementary and oromoting role thasw
always been committed to the peaceful resolution E y only PP y P 9

the conflict but, at the same time, numerous breachTased on the political will of the two parties cented.

. . . . herefore, he urged the two parties to take intooaat
of agreements by the Abkhaz side, including vialas the fundamental interests of Georgians of all ethni

of the provisions of Security Council resolutionsda : !
. . roups and to engage in real peace talks to find a
attempts to ignore, evade and negotiate away théir

obligations, had brought them to the conclusiont thROPEr solutior?

peace had to be enforced. Therefore, he appealdteto Speaking both before and after the vote, several
Security Council to assist his country by using itspeakers made statements expressing their concern
capacity to stop further bloodshed and restore @éac over the lack of progress in the negotiations and t
Georgia. He expressed his country’s hope that themanitarian situation. They expressed supporttltier
members of the Council and all interested partigsle of UNOMIG and expressed hope that a political
would once again seriously consider the situation settlement to the conflict would be reached. Many
Georgia and would take necessary measures to preveelegations stressed that both parties needed to
the imminent escalation of the disptte. cooperate with UNOMIG in creating a safe

The representative of Italy stressed that theenvwonment for the return of refugees and dispdiace

activities of UNOMIG should not contribute to anbc >0 > Speakers alsq stressed that any ;ettlement
indefinite paralysis of the situation but that UNG® needed to respect the independence, sovereignty and

needed to continue playing a dynamic role. Thae ro}errltonal integrity of Georgi&.

needed to help to restore a climate of securityt tha At the same meeting, the draft resolution was put
would finally make it possible to settle the cruciato the vote and adopted unanimously as resolution
problem of the return of refugeé€s. 1036 (1996), which reads:

The representative of the Russian Federation  The Security Council,
noted that the draft resolution reaffirmed the dation Reaffirming all its relevant resolutions, in particular
of the international community to settling of th@esolution 993 (1995) of 12 May 1995,
conflict in Abkhazia through political dialogue, dhe
basis of respect for the sovereignty and terriﬂoria Jan
integrity of Georgia, and to ensuring the rightstbé
multinational people of that country. He also Reaf_firmin_g its commitment to the sovereignty and
maintained that the basic responsibility for endthg territorial integrity of Georgia,
crisis, through mutually acceptable compromisey, la Stressing the need for the parties to intensify efforts,
with the parties to the conflict themselves. Whihe under the auspices of the United Nations and whghdssistance
situation of the negotiating process remained cexpl ——M——
he informed the Council that his country was adtive 7 lbid., pp. 7-8.
working to encourage the parties to be flexibletheir & Ibid., pp. 8-9.

: : 9 1bid., pp. 3-5 (Germany); pp. 5-6 (Republic of ka);
approaches to a settlement. Finally, he expresssd h op. 6-7 (Poland): p. 8 (Guinea-Bissau): pp. 9-10

(Indonesia); pp. 9-10 (Botswana); pp. 11-12 (Horach)ir
® S/PV.3618, pp. 2-3. pp. 12-13 (Egypt); pp. 13-14 (United States); pp-15
¢ Ibid., p. 5. (France); pp. 15-16 (Chile); and p. 16 (United King).

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General of
uary 1996,
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of the Russian Federation as facilitator, to ackiew early and 2. Expresses its deep concern at the continued
comprehensive political settlement of the conflictgcluding on deadlock in the efforts to achieve a comprehensittlement of
the political status of Abkhazia, fully respectitite sovereignty the conflict in Abkhazia, Georgia;

and territorial integrity of Georgia, . .
torialintegrity g 3. Reaffirms its full support for the efforts of the

Noting the holding of presidential and parliamentarySecretary-General aimed at achieving a comprehengaolitical
elections in Georgia in November 1995, and exprassiie hope settlement of the conflict, including on the padai status of
that these will contribute positively to the achéewvent of a Abkhazia, respecting fully the sovereignty and iterial
comprehensive political settlement of the conflictAbkhazia, integrity of Georgia, as well as for the effortsathare being
Georgia, undertaken by the Russian Federation in its capa@s
S . . facilitator to intensify the search for a peacesettlement of the

Reaffirming the rlght of all refugees an_d dlsplaceq person(§onf|ict, and encourages the Secretary-Generaldwtioue his
affec_tgd b)_/ the conflict tc_) r_eturn tq their homes secure efforts, with the assistance of the Russian Fedemnatas
condmons_ln a(_:cordance with international law awdset out in facilitator, and with the support of the Organizatifor Security
the andrlpartlte Agreement on Voluntary ReturnRéfugees and Cooperation in Europe, to that end:
and Displaced Persons of 4 April 1994,

4. Calls upon the parties, in particular the Abkhaz
to achieve substantive progress without ferthllelay
towards a comprehensive political settlement, atgb acalls

Deeply concerned over the deterioration in the upon them to cooperate fully with the efforts urtd&en by the
humanitarian situation, in particular in the Ga#igion where Secretary-General with the assistance of the RosBederation
there is a continued lack of a secure environment, as facilitator;

Deploring the continued obstruction of such return by th%ide
Abkhaz authorities, !

Deeply concerned also at the rising violence and at the 5. Demands that the Abkhaz side accelerate
killings being committed in the areas under the tcoinof the significantly the process of voluntary return offugees and
Abkhaz side reported in a letter dated 8 Januarg618om the displaced persons by accepting a timetable on #sisbof that
Permanent Representative of Georgia to the Unitettias Pproposed by the Office of the United Nations High
addressed to the President of the Security Council, Commissioner for Refugees, and also demands thgdtantee

) ] ) the safety of spontaneous returnees already in atea and

Recalling the conclusions of the Budapest summit of theggyjarize their status in accordance with the Qipadtite
Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europgar#ing agreement on Voluntary Return of Refugees and Displ
the situation in Abkhazia, Georgia, Persons of 4 April 1994;

Reaffirming the necessity for the parties to comply strictly 6.

o X ©59 Calls upon the Abkhaz side, in that context, to
with international humanitarian law,

promote, as a first step, the return of refugeed displaced
Noting that the Agreement on a Ceasefire and Separati®frsons to the Gali region in safety and dignity;
of Forces signed in Moscow on 14 May 1994 has gaihebeen 7. Condemns the ethnic killings and continuing human

respected by the parties with the assistance ofctiéective (ights violations committed in Abkhazia, Georgianda calls

peacekeeping force of the Commonwealth of Indepeh&eates upon the Abkhaz side to ensure the safety of alépes in areas
and the United Nations Observer Mission in Georgia, under its control:

.Exp-ressi ng its satisfaction wit.h the close cooperation an.d 8. Calls upon the parties to improve their cooperation
coordination between the Mission and the collectivg;ih the United Nations Observer Mission in Georgiad the
peacekeeping force in the performance of their eespe cqjiective peacekeeping force of the Commonwealth o
mandates, and commending the contribution both fragele to |nqependent States in order to provide a securéremment for
stabilize the situation in the zone of conflict, the return of refugees and displaced persons, &ucalls upon

Expressing concern about the safety and security of thethem to honour their commitments with regard to H@:urlty
Mission and Commonwealth of Independent States qerel, and freedom of movement of all United Nations and
and stressing the importance it attaches to thesedom of Commonwealth of Independent States personnel atld negard
movement, to Mission inspections of heavy-weapon storagessite

Noting that the forthcoming meeting of the Council of 9. Welcomes the additional measures implemented by
Heads of State of the Commonwealth of Independeates to the Mission and the collective peacekeeping fonettie Gali
be held in Moscow on 19 January 1996 will considke region aimed at improving conditions for the safedaorderly

extension of the mandate of the collective peacpkegforce, return of refugees and displaced persons, and @grapriate
efforts in this regard;
1. Welcomes the report of the Secretary-General of ] )
2 January 1996; 10. Expresses its full support for the elaboration of a

concrete programme for the protection and promotibmuman
rights in Abkhazia, Georgia, as described in thporé of the

884 09-25533



Chapter VII1. Consideration of questions under
theresponsibility of the Security Council for the
maintenance of international peace and security

Secretary-General of 2 January 1996, and calls uphembkhaz At its 3658th meeting, held on 25 April 1996 in

authorities to cooperate fully with the effortsttas end; accordance with the understanding reached in iisr pr
11. Decides to extend the mandate of the Mission foconsultations, the Security Council included thpae

an additional period terminating on 12 July 1996bject to a of the Secretary-General in its agenda. Followihg t

review by the Council of the mandate of the Missionhe event adoption of the agenda, the President (Chile), whih

of any changes that may be made in the mandatehef tconsent of the Council, invited the representatofe

collective peacekeeping force; Georgia, at his request, to participate in the a$sion
12. Reiteratesits encouragement to States to contribute without the right to vote.

to the voluntary fund in support of the implemeidat of the . .
Agreement on a Ceasefire and Separation of Foragsed in At the same meeting, the President then made the

Moscow on 14 May 1994 and/or for humanitarian aspec following statement on behalf of the CounéH:

Including demining, as specified by the donors; The Security Council has considered the interimoré of

13. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to keefhe Secretary-General concerning the situation ibkhazia,
the Council regularly informed and to report afthree months Georgia, of 15 April 1996. It has also read witlpegriation the
from the date of the adoption of the present reSofuon all letter dated 5 March 1996 from the Government ob@e and
aspects of the situation in Abkhazia, Georgia, tdihg the the proposals on the political status of Abkhaziantained
operations of the Mission; therein.

14. Decides to remain actively seized of the matter. The Council notes with deep concern the continued
failure of the parties to achieve a comprehensiv@itigal

o ) ) settlement. It also notes the adverse impact thist fiailure has
Decision of 25 April 1996 (3658th meeting): on the humanitarian situation and economic develepnin the
statement by the President region. It calls upon the parties, in particulae thbkhaz side, to

. afchieve substantive progress without further delay.
On 15 April 1996, pursuant to paragraph 13 o

Security Council resolution 1036 (1996), the Seangt The Council reaffirms its full support for the efis of the
General submitted to the Council a report on apleass Secretary-General, of his Special Envoy and of BRwssian
of the situation in Abkhazi2® In his report, the Federation as facilitator, aimed at achieving a pozhensive

. political settlement of the conflict, including othe political
Secretary-General stated that, despite months Rhtus of Abkhazia, respecting the sovereignty aeditorial

vigorous efforts by the Russian Federation, in itftegrity of Georgia. The Council stresses that theémary
capacity as facilitator, neither side had signeg dinaft responsibility for achieving a comprehensive pohti settlement
protocol on the principal elements of a settlememests upon the parties themselves.

owing to continued disagreement over the political The Council welcomes the efforts undertaken by the
status of Abkhazia. He stressed that, while thfembers of the Commonwealth of Independent Staseseaout
stalemate continued, there could be no significafmt annex IV to document S/1996/743 support of such a
improvement in the situation of displaced persond acomprehensive political settlement.

refugees, whose plight was a cause of great concern  tne council remains deeply concerned at the camtin
He stated that, while it was unlikely that the drafbstruction of the return of the refugees and disptl persons
protocol would clearly define the political statwd by the Abkhaz authorities, which is totally unactsge.
Abkhazia, if the draft protocol was S|gne(_j, _It waul The Council expresses its support for the effartsthe
serve aS_ a frgmework for further negotiations anéjecretary-GeneraI to find ways of improving the etvance of
expert discussions. The Secretary-General statal thuman rights in the region, as an integral parttioé work
he saw an important role for the United Nationspwards a comprehensive political settlement.

eSpeCIa!Iy f_:ls _bOth Sld_es' as V\_Ie” as the Russian The Council notes the important contribution médgethe
Federat'Pn n 't.S capacity as facilitator, had M0 niteq Nations Observer Mission in Georgia and tidective
asked his Special Envoy to strengthen the rolehef tpeacekeeping force of the Commonwealth of Indepan@eates
United Nations in the search for a comprehensive the stabilization of the situation in the zonkconflict. The
settlement. Council recalls its encouragement to Member Stdtesnake

contributions, in cash or kind, to the voluntarynéuin support
_— of the implementation of the Agreement on a Ceasetind

10 5/1996/284.

11 S/PRST/1996/20.
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Separation of Forces signed in Moscow on 14 May4l88d/or Georgia and Ireland, at their request, to partitapia
for humanitarian aspects, including demining. Itleeenes the the discussion without the right to vote. The Pdesit
contributions mentioned in the report of the SeargtGeneral. then drew the attention of the Council to a draft
The Council is, however, deeply concerned at theesolution prepared in the course of the Coungti®r
deterioration in security conditions in the Galgren, which has consultationst3 The President also drew the attention
a negative effect on the ability of the Mission toeet its of the Council to a letter dated 23 May 1996 frome t
mandated tasks. The Council condemns mine-layinthenGali representative of the Russian Federation addressed
region, which has resulted in loss of life, inclndiof a military the Secretary-Genera#, transmitting the decision on
observer of the Mission. Such mine-laying shouldhse The ’ . .
Council calls upon the parties to take all measumebeir power the presence_ of the Collective Peacekeeping foaces
to prevent it. The Council stresses that the apilaf the the declaration on the settlement of the Nagorny
international community to assist depends on thel fuKarabakh conflict, adopted at the meeting of the
cooperation of the parties, especially the fulfint of their Council of Heads of State of the CIS on 17 May 1,996
obligations regarding the safety and freedom of ement of gnd a letter dated 8 July 1996 from the represamat

international personnel. of Georgia addressed to the President of the Swcuri
The Council invites the Secretary-General to coméi to Council5 transmitting a letter of 6 July by the

keep it informed of the situation. President of Georgia on the situation in Abkhazia.
Decision of 12 July 1996 (3680th meeting): A_t the same meeting, the representative of
resolution 1065 (1996) Georgia noted that the peace process was at astthnd

and that the Gali region, on which internationdbef

On 1 July 1996, pursuant to Security Councikere focused, was engulfed by lawlessness and chaos
resolution 1036 (1996), the Secretary-Generghe small number of refugees who had returned to
submitted to the Council a report on all aspectshef their homes had become hostages in the hands of
situation in Abkhazi@? In his report, the Secretary-pandit groups. He stated that things had reached th
General informed the Council that the political pgss point where the lives of United Nations military
remained at a standstill and that the core issuéhén observers were being threatened, not to mentioir the
conflict, namely the definition of a political stet for apility to carry out their mandated tasks. He adtated
Abkhazia acceptable to both sides, remaina#lat the mining of the territory had far-ranging
unresolved. Nor were additional measures by th®nsequences, allowing those who were carryingiit o
United Nations to improve conditions in the secyritto create conditions in which international obsesve
and restricted weapons zones likely to prove efiect were deprived of first-hand information and in whic
unless the parties demonstrated the necessarytwillthe thwarting of the international community was
cooperate. In the hope that the parties could Bganned and premeditated. He stated that, althabgh
persuaded to help reactivate the peace process, dvernment of Georgia was well aware that both side
recommended that the Security Council extend thgre responsibility for maintaining peace and dibi
mandate of UNOMIG until 31 January 1997. Howeveg true assessment of the positions of the partss,
as the mandate of the CIS peacekeeping force woulgdiected in their actions, could not be achievedtioe
expire on 19 July 1996, the extension of the ma@ddt basis of a balanced approach. His Government
UNOMIG needed to be subject to an early review byxpressed hope that all possible steps would bentak
the Council, if decisions were to be taken to cleatite to expand the participation of the international
mandate of that force. community in a settlement of the conflict. In hiew,

At its 3680th meeting, held on 12 July 1996 “i]t would be useful to send representatives of the

accordance with the understanding reached in iiwr pr S€CUTIty Council to Georgia to study the situation
consultations, the Security Council included thpowr the gr.ound. He also expressed the hope.that the
of the Secretary-General in its agenda. Followihg tCOUI‘lCI| would make use of all means available to
adoption of the agenda, the President (France}y thi¢

consent of the Council, invited the representatieés 125/1996/544.

14 5/1996/371.

155/1996/527.
125/1996/507 and Add.1.
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convince the separatists of the hopelessness df theefugees and displaced persons; the establishmint o

destructive policy® the human rights office in Sukhumi; and the

The representative of Germany stressed thgtetenoratmg securllty S|tgat|on in the G.al| region
here continued mine-laying posed a particular dhre

Wh”(.e. .h'S country welcomed the .valuable an% UNOMIG, the CIS peacekeeping force and the local
stabilizing role that UNOMIG was playing, the robé .
population, as well as to the freedom of movement o

the Mission could not be to support a perpetuanén the United Nations observers. Most speakers also

the political status quo without the prospect of 8x ressed support for the proposal for a prograrfone
negotiated settlement. If the current politicallstaate P bp prop brog

continued, the Council might be forced to ask 'l’tse}he pro_tect|on and. promotion of h.uman rlghts "
. . bkhazia, to be carried out by the Office of theitgd
where a future role for United Nations engagemen

might be. He also expressed his Government’s canc rations High Commissioner for Human Rights
9 ' P :g)HCHR) in cooperation with the Organization for

over the deteriorated security situation, which h . L
virtually brought patrolling by UNOMIG to an end.eH ecurity and Cooperation in Europe (OSGE).

suggested that, if no improvement was foreseemnethe At the same meeting, the draft resolution was put
might be reason to take a fresh look at the tasks the vote and adopted unanimously as resolution
UNOMIG had been mandated to accompHsgh. 1065 (1996), which reads:

The representative of the Russian Federation  The Security Council,
stated that it was |mp§rat|ve that th_ere_ be_ a sV’e_ed Reaffirming all its relevant resolutions, in particular
settlement of the conflict and the elimination @$ i resolution 1036 (1996) of 12 January 1996,
consequences. His country was holding active
consultations with the Abkhaz leaders, combinechwit1 July
measures to exert strong pressure on the Abkhag, sid
in accordance with the decisions of the Council of  Noting with deep concern the continued failure by the
Heads of State of the CIS of 19 January 1996 iremdparties to resolve their differences due to theampromising
. L . position taken by the Abkhaz side, and underlining necessity
to give greater flexibility and a constructive naguo f . ) . .

2 or them to intensify without delay their effortsynder the
the 'posmon of .SUkhumw He a'SQ stated th.at anOtherauspices of the United Nations and with the assistaof the
subject of growing concern to his delegation was thrussian Federation as facilitator, to achieve amlyeand
ongoing deadlock in the question of the organizemprehensive political settlement of the conflictcluding on
return of refugees. His Government expected thatthe political status of Abkhazia within the Staté @Georgia,
firm demand of the Security Council on the issuyhich_fully respects the sovereignty and territoriistegrity of
would ultimately enjoy a positive reception inCeorgia,

Sukhumi. Finally, he concluded that urgent and Reaffirming the necessity for the parties strictly to respect

widespread measures need to be taken to elimima&te human rights, and expressing its support for thferes of the
widespread danger of minés. Secretary-General to find ways to improve their ervance as
an integral part of the work towards a compreheagpelitical

Several other speakers called on the parties detlement,

make Commltt_ed efforts towards a political set,tmme Noting that the Agreement on a Ceasefire and Separation
While delegations welcomed the expressed will @& thy porces signed in Moscow on 14 May 1994 has galhebeen
Government of Georgia to move ahead, they critidizgespected by the parties with the assistance of cibiéective
the continued intransigence of the Abkhaz authesiti

and urged Sukhumi to demonstrate flexibility towsad 20 |bid., pp. 4-5 (Ireland on behalf of the Europdamion
solution based on the sovereignty and territorial and associated and aligned countries: Bulgaria,r@p
integrity of Georgia. Members also highlighted the the Czech Republic, Hungary, Latvia, Malta, Poland,

humanitarian situation in the region and the pligit Romania, the Slovak Republic, and Slovenia; and
Iceland and Norway); pp. 6-7 (Chile), pp. 7-8 (Chin

pp. 8-9 (United Kingdom); p. 9 (Republic of Koregp.
9-10 (Poland); pp. 11-12 (Indonesia); pp. 12-13y(&Y;
pp. 12-14 (Guinea-Bissau); pp. 13-14 (Botswana}t 4.
(Italy); and pp. 14-15 (United States).

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General of
1996,

16 S/PV.3680 and Corr.1, pp. 2-4.

17 |bid., pp. 5-6.

18 Sukhumi was the de factmpital of Abkhazia.
19 S/PV.3680 and Corr.1, pp. 1-11.
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peacekeeping force of the Commonwealth of Indepeh&eates
and the United Nations Observer Mission in Georgia,

Commending the contribution the Mission and the
collective peacekeeping force have made to stabilthe
situation in the zone of conflict, and stressing tmportance of
continued close cooperation and coordination betwdem in
the performance of their respective mandates,

Deeply concerned at the deterioration of the security
conditions in the Gali region and of the safety agwturity of
the local population, of the refugees and displagatsons
returning to the region and of the Mission and ective
peacekeeping force personnel,

Reminding the parties that the ability of the internationa
community to assist them depends on their politieall to
resolve the conflict through dialogue and mutu
accommodation, as well as their full cooperationthwithe
Mission and the collective peacekeeping force, udalg the
fulfilment of their obligations regarding the safeand freedom
of movement of international personnel,

Secretary-General with the assistance of the RosBiederation
as facilitator,;

6. Reaffirms the right of all refugees and displaced
persons affected by the conflict to return to theimmes in
secure conditions in accordance with internatidaal and as set
out in the Quadripartite Agreement on Voluntary &®et of
Refugees and Displaced Persons of 4 April 1994 deoms the
continued obstruction of that return by the Abkhside, and
stresses the unacceptability of any linkage of tleéurn of
refugees and displaced persons with the questiahepolitical
status of Abkhazia, Georgia;

7. Demands that the Abkhaz side accelerate
|significantly the process of voluntary return offugees and
displaced persons without delay or preconditioms particular

y accepting a timetable on the basis of that psegoby the
ffice of the United Nations High Commissioner fRefugees,
and also demands that it guarantee the safety ohtapeous
returnees already in the area and regularize tlsg@tus in
cooperation with the Office of the High Commissiorend in
accordance with the Quadripartite Agreement, intipatar in

Taking note of the decision taken by the heads of State dhe Gali region;

the Commonwealth of Independent States on 17 M&®619

8. Recalls the conclusions of the Budapest summit of

Noting that the heads of State of the Commonwealth dhe Conference on Security and Cooperation in Eerop

Independent States will consider the extensiorhefmandate of
the collective peacekeeping force beyond 19 Ju§619

regarding the situation in Abkhazia, Georgia, arftirms the
unacceptability of the demographic changes resglfiom the
conflict;

9. Condemns ethnically motivated killings and other
ethnically related acts of violence;

1. Welcomes the report of the Secretary-General of
1 July 1996;
2. Expresses its deep concern at the continued

deadlock in the efforts to achieve a comprehensittlement of
the conflict in Abkhazia, Georgia;

3. Reaffirms its commitment to the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of Georgia, within its inteationally
recognized borders, and to the necessity of definhe status of
Abkhazia in strict accordance with these principlesnd
underlines the unacceptability of any action by thbkhaz
leadership in contravention of these principles;

4. Reaffirms its full support for the efforts of the
Secretary-General and his Special Envoy aimed ateaing a
comprehensive political settlement of the conflictgluding on
the political status of Abkhazia within the Staté Georgia,
respecting fully the sovereignty and territorialtagrity of
Georgia, as well as for the efforts that are beumglertaken by
the Russian Federation in its capacity as facitab continue
to intensify the search for a peaceful settlemeinthe conflict,
and encourages the Secretary-General to intensgyefforts,
with the assistance of the Russian Federation editétor and
with the support of the Organization for Securitynda
Cooperation in Europe, to that end;

5. Calls upon the parties, in particular the Abkhaz
side, to achieve substantive progress without frthielay
towards a comprehensive political settlement, afsb acalls
upon them to cooperate fully with the efforts untdéen by the
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10. Condemns the laying of mines in the Gali region,
which has already caused several deaths and isjaneong the
civilian population and the peacekeepers and olessrof the
international community, and calls upon the partiestake all
measures in their power to prevent mine-laying emdooperate
fully with the United Nations Observer Mission ire@rgia and
the collective peacekeeping force of the Commonthealf
Independent States in order to honour their commita to
ensure the safety and the freedom of movementigieakonnel
of the United Nations, the collective peacekeepfpgce and
international humanitarian organizations;

11. Encourages the Secretary-General to take the
necessary steps in response to the threat poseleblaying of
mines in order to improve security conditions sot@sninimize
the danger to Mission personnel and to create doord for the
effective performance of the mandate of the Mission

12. Decides to extend the mandate of the Mission for
an additional period terminating on 31 January 199bject to
a review by the Council of the mandate of the Missin the
event of any changes that may be made in the meandfathe
collective peacekeeping force;

13. Expresses its full support for the implementation of
a concrete programme for the protection and proomotof
human rights in Abkhazia, Georgia, and requestsSberetary-
General to report to the Council by 15 August 1986possible
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arrangements for the establishment of a human sigifitice in  sector owing to the continued mine threat, the Miss
Sukhumi; had been able to implement some of its mandatddstas

14. Reiterates its encouragement to States to contribute IN the region. He informed the Council that the gea
to the voluntary fund in support of the implemeiuat of the process continued to be stalled and there had heen
Agreement on a Ceasefire and Separation of Foregsed in  progress on the question of the return of refugaeed
Moscow on 14 May 1994 and/or for humanitarian aspec displaced persons to Abkhazia. He had, therefore,
including demining, as specified by the donors; asked his Special Envoy to visit the region fronto8

15. Requests the Secretary-General to consider thélO October 1996 in order to assess the situatiah wi
means of providing technical and financial assistamimed at representatives of both sides and with the Russian
the reconstruction of the economy of Abkhazia, @®r Federation. Based on his assessment of the sityatio
following the successful outcome of the politicalgotiations; the Secretary-General would consider what stepsdcou

16. Also requests the Secretary-General to continue tdbe taken by the United Nations to reinvigorate the

keep the Council regularly informed and to repoftea three peace process.

months from the date of the adoption of the pregesblution ) )
on the situation in Abkhazia, Georgia, includingthperations At its 3707th meeting, held on 22 October 1996

of the Mission; in accordance with the understanding reached in its
prior consultations, the Security Council includtu
reports of the Secretary-General in its agenda.
Speaking after the vote, the representative @bllowing the adoption of the agenda, the President
France stressed that political negotiations hadbéo (Honduras), with the consent of the Council, indite
urgently resumed and the obstacle to the return g@fe representative of Georgia, at his request, to
refugees and displaced persons removed. In thadrticipate in the discussion without the rightte.
respect, the development of the situation in thdi Ga ) i
region would test the seriousness of the Abkhaz 1€ President then drew the attention of the
representatives. Continued refusal to cooperatehen Council to a draft. resolutlon.submltted. by F.rance,
issue could only lead the international communioy {Germany, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom
condemn in the harshest terms what would t?end the United States!
tantamount to a deliberate policy of “ethnic Speaking before the vote, the representative of
cleansing™#* China stated that, in accordance with the agreement
reached by the two parties in Georgia, OSCE and
Decision of 22 October 1996 (3707th meeting): OHCHR would set up a human rights office in
resolution 1077 (1996) and statement by the Abkhazia. He noted that, in order to ensure its
President efficiency and security, the Secretary-General had

On 9 August 1996, pursuant to Security Councf?commend?,d, that UNOMIG_ provide appropriat.e
resolution 1065 (1996), the Secretary-GenerﬁPppor,t facilities. He emphasized t.hat the S.ecunty
submitted to the Council a report on possiblgounCII had entrusted UNOMIG with the primary

arrangements for the establishment of a human Sigrp[gacekeeping manda'te, and hi? delegation was of the
office in Sukhumi in cooperation with the OSGE. view that peacekeeping operations needed to have a
clear mandate and could not be all-inclusive, d&Hs

On 10 October 1996, pursuant to paragraph 16 @ferextended by assuming responsibilities that fell
Security Council resolution 1065 (1996), the Seangt other agencies. He expressed regret that the
General submitted to the Council a report on th@mendments offered by China on the basis of that
situation in Abkhazia and the operations of the tddi principled position were not accepted. He expressed
Nations Observer Mission in Georg#d.In his report, his country’s belief that it was beyond the compet
the Secretary-General stated that, despite thetfedtt of the Council to authorize the establishment oé th
UNOMIG had had to limit its patrolling of the Galiaforementioned office, and stated that it was not i

accordance with the Agreement between the two

17. Decidesto remain actively seized of the matter.

2% lbid., pp. 16-17. parties concerned. Therefore, the Chinese delegatio
22 5/1996/644.
% S/1996/843. 24 5/1996/866
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would abstain on the draft resolution. He emphasizéntegrity of Georgia within its internationally regnized
that, even if the draft resolution was adoptedshiould borders.
not set a precedent for other United Nations  The Council reaffirms its full support for an agtirole of

peacekeeping operatioAs. the United Nations, with the assistance of the Rarss
. . Federation as facilitator, aimed at achieving a pozhensive

At the same meeting, the draft resolution was p_HBIitical settlement. In the context of the recerisit to the

to the vote and adopted by 14 votes to none, WitBgion of the Special Envoy of the Secretary-Gehethe
1 abstention (China), as resolution 1077 (19%%6).Council requests the Secretary-General to underthkeher
which reads: efforts and make proposals to reinvigorate thelesdalpeace

) ) process.
The Security Council,

The Council stresses that the primary responsibifor

Recalling its resolutions 937 (1994) of 21 July 1994, 103G,chieving such reinvigoration of the peace processis upon
(1996) of 12 January 1996 and 1065 (1996) of 13 19196, the parties themselves and calls upon them, iniqdar the

Having considered the reports of the Secretary-General of\Pkhaz s_ide, to resume discussions and to reactstantive
1 July and 9 August 1996 progress in the negotiations.

The Council is deeply concerned by the deterioratof
the situation in the Gali region and its negativepact on the
ability of the United Nations Observer Mission ine@gia to
meet its mandated tasks. The Council condemns aiyieg and

1. Welcomes the report of the Secretary-General of Iother threats referred to in the report of the 8&my-General
July 1996,and in particular paragraph 18 thereof, and decidegainst the Mission and the collective peacekeepinge of the
that the office referred to in this report shalkifo part of the Commonwealth of Independent States. The Councilscapon
United Nations Observer Mission in Georgia, unddre t hoth parties to take all the necessary steps toveme all
authority of its head of Mission, consistent withhet such acts.

Reiterating its full
territorial integrity of
recognized borders,

support for the sovereignty and
Georgia within its intertianally

arrangements described in paragraph 7 of the repbrthe
Secretary-General of 9 August 1996;

The Council calls upon both parties to respect the

Agreement on a Ceasefire and Separation of Foragsed in

2. Requests the Secretary-General to continue clos&ioscow on 14 May 1994 and expresses its concernhat

cooperation with the Government of Georgia in defi@ing the
priorities of the programme referred to in the abowentioned
reports of the Secretary-General and close conaitain its
implementation;

violations referred to in the report of the Secrgt&eneral, in
particular the serious violations which recentlycooed in the
restricted weapons zone.

The Council stresses that the ability of the intgronal

3. Also requests the Secretary-General to pursue thgommunity to assist depends on the full cooperatidnthe

necessary follow-up arrangements with the Orgamratfor
Security and Cooperation in Europe.

At the same meeting, the President made the

following statement on behalf of the Counéfl:

The Security Council has considered the reportthef
Secretary-General of 10 October 1996 concerningstbgation
in Abkhazia, Georgia. It has also taken note of lgteer dated 8
October 1996 from the Permanent Representative exfr@a to
the United Nations addressed to the President ef Skcurity
Council.

The Council notes with deep concern that no sigaiit

parties, especially the fulfilment of their obligans regarding
the safety and freedom of movement of internatiqgexkonnel.

made by the Abkhaz side that so-called parliamentdections
would be held on 23 November 1996. The holding atls
elections would be possible only after the detemtion through
negotiations of the political status of Abkhazisspecting the
sovereignty and territorial integrity of Georgia thin its
internationally recognized borders, within the fework of a
comprehensive political settlement, and with theargunteed
possibility of full participation for all refugeeand displaced
persons. The Council notes that conditions for hadsuch

progress has yet been achieved towards a comprie/leens‘9|e‘3ti°n5 are not met at present. It calls uponAhkhaz side to

political settlement of the conflict, including ote political
status of Abkhazia, respecting the sovereignty aeditorial

25 S/PV.3707, p. 2.
26 For the vote, see S/PV.3707, p. 3.
27 S/PRST/1996/43.
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call off these elections and further calls upon hbatides to
refrain from any action that could heighten tension

The Council remains deeply concerned at the caoietin
obstruction of the return of the refugees and dispt persons
by the Abkhaz authorities, which is totally unactadye.

The Council welcomes the good cooperation betwien
Mission and the collective peacekeeping force ameirtefforts
to promote stabilization of the situation in theneoof conflict.

09-25533
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The Council requests the Secretary-General toiooatto
keep it closely informed of the situation.

representative of Georgia addressed to the Presifen
the Security Counci#O transmitting the text of the
o ) provisions of the final document of the Decembe®d.9
Decision of 20 January 1997 (3735th meeting): | ishon Summit of the Organization for Security and

resolution 1096 (1997) Cooperation in Europe pertaining to the situation i

On 20 January 1997, pursuant to Security Coun&eorgia; and a letter dated 24 January 1997 froen th
resolution 1065 (1996), the Secretary_Generéqapresentative of Georgia addressed to the Segretar
submitted to the Council a report on the situation General, transmitting a copy of the letter dated 20
Abkhazia and an update on the operations dfnuary 1997 from the Chairman of the Supreme
UNOMIG.28 In his report, the Secretary-General stategouncil of Abkhazia addressed to the Secretary-
that the key issues of the peace process remairfegnerait

Nations ought to be to support the efforts of t®t 5 the vote and adopted unanimously as resolution
sides to arrive at mutually acceptable compromts@s 1096 (1997), which reads:

would underpin an overall settlement. He informéd t
Council that conditions in the Gali sector had not
improved. Acts of violence continued to be comndtte Reaffirming all its relevant resolutions, in particular
some of which appeared to be organized by armegfolution 1065 (1996) of 12 July 1996, and recallithe
groups operating from south of the Inguri river and Statementby its President of 22 October 1996,
be beyond the control of the Government of Georgia.  Having considered the report of the Secretary-General of
The situation, if allowed to continue, would makie i20 January 1997,
more_ difficult for_ _UNOMlG to_ contribute to the Acknowledging the efforts in support of the peace process
creation of conditions conducive to the safe ang ihe Secretary-General and his Special Envoy, Russian
orderly return of refugees. He called on all comegl Federation as facilitator, and the Group of Friendfs the
to take effective measures to end a situation tiwaid Secretary-General on Georgia, as mentioned inepert,
°”'Y have negatlv? effects for the return of peacehe Noting with deep concern the continued failure by the
region. In conclusion, the Secretary-General stéed , tjes 1o resolve their differences due to theampromising
despite the difficult circumstances UNOMIG wagosition taken by the Abkhaz side, and underlining necessity
operating in, the presence of the Mission continted for the parties to intensify without delay theifats, under the
be a stabilizing factor in the area and to provigeful auspices of the United Nations and with the asetstaof the
support to the political process and thereforBussian Fe_deratio_n_ as facilitator, to achieve amlyea‘and
recommended that the Security Council extend tr(f@mpre‘h‘enswe political settlement .of_the conflict¢luding on
the political status of Abkhazia within the Staté Georgia,

mandate Of, UNOMIG for an additional period of Syhich fully respects the sovereignty and territbritegrity of
months ending on 31 July 1997.

Georgia,

At its 3735th meeting, held on 20 January 1997 in  Noting the opening of the United Nations Human Rights
accordance with the understanding reached in iiwr pr Office in Abkhazia, Georgia,
consultations, the Security Council included thpae Reaffirming the necessity for the parties strictly to respect

of the Secretary-General in its agenda. Followihg U human rights, and expressing its support for thferef of the

The Security Council,

adoption of the agenda, the President (Japan), thigh
consent of the Council, invited the representatofe
Georgia, at his request, to participate in the @iss¢on
without the right to vote. The President then dring
attention of the Council to a draft resolution paegd
in the course of the Council's prior consultatidfs.
The President further drew the attention of the @ol
to a letter dated 21 January 1997 from

28 5/1997/47.
29.5/1997/93.
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Secretary-General to find ways to improve their evance as
an integral part of the work towards a compreheagpelitical
settlement,

Noting with concern recent frequent violations on both
sides of the Agreement on a Ceasefire and Separatid-orces
signed in Moscow on 14 May 1994, as well as actviofence
organized by armed groups operating from southhef tnguri

théver and beyond the control of the Government ebo@yia,

305/1997/57.
315/1997/75.
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Commending the contribution that the United Nations

Observer Mission in Georgia and the collective pd@eping
force of the Commonwealth of Independent Statesshaade to
stabilize the situation in the zone of conflict,timgy that the
cooperation between the Mission and the
peacekeeping force has developed considerably, siressing
the importance of continued close cooperation andrdination
between them in the performance of their respectieadates,

collective,

5. Welcomes, in this context, the initiative of the
Secretary-General, as outlined in his report, tersgjthen the
role of the United Nations in the peace process;

6. Calls upon the parties, in particular the Abkhaz
side, to achieve substantive progress without ferthielay
towards a comprehensive political settlement, andher calls
upon them to cooperate fully with the efforts untdéen by the
Secretary-General, with the assistance of the RusBederation

Deeply concerned at the continued deterioration of theas facilitator;

security conditions in the Gali region, with an iease in acts of
violence by armed groups, and indiscriminate layofgmines,

including new types of mines, and deeply conceraka at the
continued deterioration of the safety and secudtythe local

populations, of the refugees and displaced persetigning to

the region and of the personnel of the Mission afdthe

collective peacekeeping force,

Reminding the parties that the ability of the internationa

community to assist them depends on their politieall to

resolve the conflict through dialogue and mutua&

accommodation, as well as their full cooperationthwithe
Mission and the collective peacekeeping force, udalg the
fulfillment of their obligations regarding the s&feand freedom
of movement of international personnel,

Taking note of the decision adopted by the Council of

Heads of State of the Commonwealth of IndependeateS on
17 October 1996 to expand the mandate of the ctllec
peacekeeping force in the conflict zone in Abkhaz&eorgia,
and to extend it until 31 January 1997,

1. Welcomes the report of the Secretary-General of 20

January 1997;

2. Reiterates its deep concern at the continued
deadlock in achieving a comprehensive settlemenhefconflict
in Abkhazia, Georgia;

3. Reaffirms its commitment to the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of Georgia, within its inteationally
recognized borders, and to the necessity of definhe status of
Abkhazia in strict accordance with these principlesnd
underlines the unacceptability of any action by thbkhaz
leadership in contravention of these principlesparticular the
holding on 23 November and 7 December 1996 of itietate
and self-styled parliamentary elections in Abkhaf&orgia;

4. Reaffirms its full support for an active role for the
United Nations in the peace process, welcomes ttoete of the
Secretary-General and his Special Envoy aimed ateaing a
comprehensive political settlement of the conflictgluding on
the political status of Abkhazia within the Staté Georgia,
which fully respects the sovereignty and territbri@egrity of
Georgia, as well as the efforts that are being utadken by the
Russian Federation in its capacity as facilitatorcontinue to
intensify the search for a peaceful settlementhef ¢onflict, and
encourages the Secretary- General to continue fhaste to that
end, with the assistance of the Russian Federaofecilitator,
and with the support of the Organization for Segurand
Cooperation in Europe;
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7. Welcomes the renewal of direct dialogue at a high
level between the parties, calls upon them to isifgnthe search
for a peaceful solution by further expanding theomtacts, and
requests the Secretary-General to make availablapgropriate
support if so requested by the parties;

8. Reaffirms the right of all refugees and displaced

persons affected by the conflict to return to théimmes in

secure conditions in accordance with internatidaal and as set
ut in the Quadripartite Agreement on Voluntary et of
efugees and Displaced Persons of 4 April 1994deoms the
continued obstruction of that return, and stressds
unacceptability of any linkage of the return of ugées and
displaced persons with the question of the polltismtus of
Abkhazia, Georgia;

9. Recalls the conclusions of the Lisbon summit of the
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europgarding
the situation in Abkhazia, Georgia, and reaffirmsiet

unacceptability of the demographic changes resglfimm the
conflict;

10. Reiteratesits condemnation of killings, particularly
those ethnically motivated, and other ethnicalljated acts of
violence;

11. Reiterates its demand that the Abkhaz side
accelerate significantly the process of voluntargturn of
refugees and displaced persons without delay ocqgéitions,
in particular by accepting a timetable on the basefs that
proposed by the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees, and further demands that
guarantee the safety of spontaneous returneesdylrieahe area
and regularize their status in cooperation with @iféice of the
High Commissioner and in accordance with the Quaattite
Agreement, in particular in the Gali region;

12. Welcomes, in this context, the holding of the
meeting on 23 and 24 December 1996 in Gali on &samption
of the orderly repatriation of refugees and disph@ersons, in
particular to the Gali region, and calls upon thartjes to
continue these negotiations;

13. Calls upon the parties to ensure the full
implementation of the Agreement on a Ceasefire 8agaration
of Forces signed in Moscow on 14 May 1994;

14. Condemns the continued laying of mines, including
new types of mines, in the Gali region, which haeady caused
several deaths and injuries among the civilian gapon and the
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peacekeepers and observers of the internationahaarity, and submitted to the Council a report on the situation
calls upon the parties to take all measures inrtipeiwer to  Apkhazia and the operations of UNOM®&.In his
prevent the laying of mines and intensified actestby armed report, the Secretary-General observed that bottigsa
groups and, to cooperate fully with the United as Observer ’ . . . .
to the conflict seemed determined to continue their

Mission in Georgia and the collective peacekeedorge of the . S .
Commonwealth of Independent States in order to hortbeir direct contacts and to broaden their bilateral tretes.

commitments to ensure the safety and the freedomafement The Russian Federation had also supported a
of all personnel of the United Nations, the colleet Strengthened involvement by the United Nationshe t
peacekeeping  force and international  humanitariapolitical process and agreed that future peacengakin
organizations; efforts would be guided by a better exchange of
15. Urges the Secretary-General to take the necessatpformation and improved coordination. In resporse
steps in response to the threat posed by the laginmines in the increased demands arising from a strengthened
order to improve security conditions so as to mimienthe involvement by the United Nations in the peacemgkin
dange_r to Mission personnel and to create _cor_l(htltm the process, the Secretary-General planned to appeirt a
effective performance of the mandate of the Mission successor to his current Special Envoy for Georgia,
16. Decides to extend the mandate of the Mission for aesident Special Representative who would be based
new period terminating on 31 July 1997, subjecateview by Thilisi and Sukhumi. He also expressed his intemtio
the Council of the mandate of the Mission in theemvof any strengthen the political element of UNOMIG by
changes that may be made in the mandate of theeddle yeopioying a few additional officers specialized in

peacekeeping force; political, civil and legal affairs.

17. Expresses its full support for the implementation of . . .
a concrete programme for the protection and proomotdf At its 37_74th meeting, hel_d on 8 May_19__97 n
human rights in Abkhazia, Georgia, notes, in thisitext, the accordance with the understanding reached in isr pr

opening on 10 December 1996 of the United Nationsmdin consultations, the Security Council included thpae
Rights Office in Abkhazia, Georgia, as part of tMission, of the Secretary-General in its agenda. Followihg t
under the authority of the Head of Mission, and uests the adoption of the agenda, the President (Republic of

Secretary-General to continue to pursue the necgd$stlow up Korea), with the consent of the Council, invitedeth
arrangements with the Organization for Security and ' ’

Cooperation in Europe and to continue close: coapen with _represent_atlve O_f Geo_rg|a, at his r?queSt’ to pipraie
the Government of Georgia; in the discussion without the right to vote. The
President then drew the attention of the Councilato

18. Reiteratesits encouragement to States to contribute letter dated 1 April 1997 from the Russian Fedenati

to the voluntary fund in support of the implemeidat of the addressed to the Secretary-Genéfakansmitting four
Moscow Agreement and/or for humanitarian aspeatsjuding . ’ .
demining, as specified by donors; instruments adopted by the CIS Council of Heads of
_ State on 28 March 1997; and a letter dated 30 April
19.  Requests the Secretary-General to consider the 997 from the representatives of Azerbaijan and

means of providing technical and financial assistamimed at .
the reconstruction of the economy of Abkhazia, Gémr Georgia addressed to the Secretary-General,

following the successful outcome of the politic&lgotiations; transmitting resolution 1119 (1997) on conflicts in

) Transcaucasia adopted by the Parliamentary Assembly

20. AIso_requests thg Secretary-General tp continue t0y¢t the Council of Europe on 22 April 199%. The

keep the Council regularly informed and to submieport after President also drew the attention of the Councilato
three months from the date of adoption of the pmésesolution . .
on the situation in Abkhazia, Georgia, including ahe letter P'ated 28 April 1997 from t.he representatofe .
operations of the Mission and to provide recomme¢imis in Georgia addressed to the President of the Security
that report on the nature of the United Nationsspreee, and in Council 35 transmitting a letter from the President of
this context expresses its intention to condudt@augh review Georgia of 23 April 1997 stating that, for security

of the operation at the end of its current mandate; reasons, the return of refugees and internally lelisgn
21. Decidesto remain actively seized of the matter.

32 $/1997/340.
Decision of 8 May 1997 (3774th meeting): :j S/1997/268.
statement by the President = gﬂgg;ggg'

On 25 April 1997, pursuant to Security Council
resolution 1096 (1997), the Secretary-General
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persons was not feasible and requesting that tleeaf
the United Nations in the peace process be invigaka

The Council continues to stress that the primary
responsibility for reinvigorating the peace processts upon the
parties themselves. It welcomes the continuation difect

At the same meeting, following consultations, theialogue between the parties. The Council callsruplem, in

President made the following statement on behalf
the Council3é

The Security Council has considered the reportthe
Secretary-General of 25 April 1997 concerning titeaion in
Abkhazia, Georgia. It has also taken note of theetedated
1 April 1997 from the Permanent Representativeh& Russian
Federation to the United Nations addressed to there&ary-
General and of the letter dated 28 April 1997 fraime
Permanent Representative of Georgia to the Uniteatidds
addressed to the President of the Security Council.

The Council reiterates its full support for theveoeignty
and territorial integrity of Georgia within its ietnationally
recognized borders.

The Council reaffirms its full support for a moeetive
role for the United Nations, with the assistancetloé Russian
Federation as facilitator, aimed at achieving a posghensive
political settlement.

The Council acknowledges the efforts in supporttio¢
peace process of the Secretary-General and hisi@pEnvoy,
with the assistance of the Russian Federation editttor, and
of the Organization for Security and CooperatiorEimrope and
the Group of Friends of the Secretary-General ororGe, as
mentioned in the report of the Secretary-General2b6fApril
1997.

In this context, the Council fully supports the proposals

made by the Secretary-General in his report tongftieen the
involvement of the United Nations in the peacemakprocess.
It fully supports, in particular, the intention ahe Secretary-
General to convene a meeting with both sides to mapthe
areas where concrete political progress can be made
Council encourages the Secretary-General to exploeedea of
revitalizing the Coordinating Commission and esisiihg
expert groups on questions of mutual interest.

The Council welcomes the intention of the Secnetar
General to appoint a resident Special Represematas a
successor to his current Special Envoy for Georgiad to
strengthen the political element of the United Mat Observer
Mission in Georgia.

The Council further encourages the Secretary-Ganter
take such steps as are necessary, in cooperatignthe parties,
in order to ensure a prompt and safe return ofréfagees and
displaced persons to their homes, with the asstgtaof all
relevant international organizations. The Couneiés note of
the initiation of activities by the United Natiomduman Rights
Office in Abkhazia, Georgia.

36 S/PRST/1997/25.
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pérticular the Abkhaz side, to intensify the seafoha peaceful
solution by further expanding their contacts, amdjuests the
Secretary-General to make available all approprsatgport if so
requested by the parties. The Council notes theeabpf the
Secretary- General to both parties to pursue thereot
discussions on the implementation of the decisiadspted by
the Council of Heads of State of the Commonwealth o
Independent States on 28 March 1997.

The Council remains deeply concerned at the comtin
deterioration of the security conditions in the Gaégion,
including acts of violence by armed groups, indisinate
laying of mines and armed robbery, and the resgltin
deterioration of the safety and security of thealopopulations,
of the refugees and displaced persons returninghéregion,
and of the personnel of the Mission and the coilect
peacekeeping force of the Commonwealth of Indepehde
States. The Council condemns the acts of violenbéchvhave
led to the loss of life of members of the colleetipeacekeeping
force. It welcomes the intention of the Secretamn@ral to
continue to make every effort to build upon the ipigse results
recently achieved in order to improve the safetythed military
observers and the operational effectiveness oMlssion.

The Council reminds the parties of their obligatito
ensure the safety and freedom of movement of thesMn and
the collective peacekeeping force and, in particula prevent
the laying of mines.

The Council welcomes the good cooperation betwien
Mission and the collective peacekeeping force ameirtefforts
to promote stabilization of the situation in theneoof conflict.

The Council also welcomes the continued effortstbhy
United Nations agencies and humanitarian orgaronsti to
address the urgent needs of those suffering mosin fthe
consequences of the conflict in Abkhazia, Georgiaparticular
internally displaced persons, and encourages furthe
contributions to that end. It also reiterates itc@iragement to
States to contribute to the voluntary fund in suppof the
implementation of the Agreement on a Ceasefire 8agaration
of Forces and/or for humanitarian aspects, inclgdiemining,
as specified by donors.

The Council requests the Secretary-General toiooatto
keep it closely informed of the situation.

Decision of 31 July 1997 (3807th meeting):
resolution 1124 (1997)

On 18 July 1997, pursuant to Security Council
resolution 1096 (1997), the Secretary-General
submitted to the Council a report on the situatian
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Abkhazia, Georgia and the operations of UNOMIG. facilitator, aimed at achieving a comprehensive il
In his report, the Secretary-General observed thtlement,

prospects for progress in the Georgian/Abkhaz peace acknowledging the efforts in support of the peace process
process had improved. The efforts by the Russianthe Secretary-General and his Special Represigatawith
Federation to resolve the situation and the dedlarthe assistance of the Russian Federation as fatttitas well as
commitment by the Secretary-General to strengthen tthe Group of Friends of the Secretary-General orGia and
involvement of the United Nations in that processih € Organization for Security and Cooperation inrdpe, as
set in motion a series of initiatives by the pastte the mentioned in the report,

conflict. In the light of progress achieved in the Welcoming, in this context, the indication given in the
political process and bearing in mind the positiveePort that prospects for progress in the peacecqs® have
effects that UNOMIG continued to have on thémproved, noting with deep concern the continueitlfa by the
situation, he recommended that the Security Coungzilrties to resolve their differences, and undenignihe necessity

s . (lJr the parties to intensify without delay theifats to achieve
extend the mandate of the Mission until 31 Januargy, early and comprehensive political settlementhaf conflict,

1998, subject to an early review by the Council fcluding on the political status of Abkhazia withthe State of
decisions taken by the Governments of the Statet tlGeorgia, which fully respects the sovereignty amdritorial
made up CIS resulted in changes in the mandataef integrity of Georgia,

CIS peacekeeping force. Reaffirming the necessity for the parties strictly to respect

At its 3807th meeting, held on 31 July 1997 iHuman rights, expres;ing its support for the_ effodf the

dance with the understanding reached in iisr rsegretary'eeneral to find ways to improve their @bance as
accor . . 'g. p an integral part of the work towards a compreheagwlitical
consultations, the Secu”ty_ C_OunCII included thB_(]’le settlement, and noting developments in the workhef United
of the Secretary-General in its agenda. Followihg t Nations Human Rights Office in Abkhazia, Georgia,
adoption of the agenda, the President (Swedenh wit

the consent of the Council, invited the represenéat Observer Mission in Georgia and the collective pd@eping

of Georgia and Germany, at their request, to P@RI® (orce of the Commonwealth of Independent Stateshmade in
in the discussion without the right to vote. Th&tabilizing the situation in the zone of conflictpting that the
President then drew the attention of the Councilatocooperation between the Mission and. the collective
letter dated 28 July 1997 from the representatife peacekeeping force is good and has continued teldpy and
Georgia addressed to the Secretary-Gener&llessing the importance of continued close codperaand
transmitting the text of a letter of the same dfxten coordingtion between them in the performance of irthe
the President of Georgia addressed to the SeCFetarreySpea've mandates,
General, concerning the talks held between the Deeply concerned at the continuing unstable and tense
Georgian and Abkhaz sidés. security conditions in the Gali region, charactedzby acts of
violence by armed groups, by armed robbery, anérntiommon
At the same meeting, the President drew theime and, most seriously, by the laying of minesjuding new

attention of the Council to a draft resoluti8h.The types of mines, and deeply concerned also at tbaltiag lack
draft resolution was then put to the vote and aeldptOf safety and security for the local populationar, fhe refugees

unanimously as resolution 1124 (1997), which reads; 2nd displaced persons returning to the region aod the
' personnel of the Mission and of the collective psa®eping

Commending the contribution that the United Nations

The Security Council, force,

Recalling all its relevant resolutions, reaffirming in Reminding the parties that the ability of the international
particular resolution 1096 (1997) of 30 January 298nd community to assist them depends on their politieall to
recalling the statement by its President of 8 M8917, resolve the conflict through dialogue and mutual

faccommodation, as well as their full cooperationthwithe

Mission and the collective peacekeeping force, udalg the

fulfillment of their obligations regarding the s&feand freedom
Reiterating its full support for the more active role for the of movement of international personnel,

United Nations, with the assistance of the Rus$iaderation as

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General o
18 July 1997,

Taking note of the decision adopted by the Council of
Heads of State of the Commonwealth of IndependeateS on

37.5/1997/558 and Add.1. 28 March 1997 to expand the mandate of the coNecti
38 5/1997/590. peacekeeping force in the conflict zone in Abkhazgeorgia,
39 5/1997/594. and to extend it until 31 July 1997, but noting lwitoncern the

uncertainty surrounding its extension beyond thated
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1. Welcomes the report of the Secretary-General of
18 July 1997;
2. Reiterates its deep concern at the continued

deadlock in achieving a comprehensive settlemenhefconflict
in Abkhazia, Georgia;

3. Reaffirms its commitment to the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of Georgia, within its inteationally
recognized borders, and to the necessity of definhe status of
Abkhazia in strict accordance with these principlesnd
underlines the unacceptability of any action by thbkhaz
leadership in contravention of these principles;

4,
his Special Representative aimed at achieving apcehensive
political settlement of the conflict, including ote political
status of Abkhazia within the State of Georgia, ethifully
respects the sovereignty and territorial integofyGeorgia, and
the efforts undertaken by the Russian Federatioitsitapacity
as facilitator, in particular during the last rouafitalks between
the parties held in Moscow in June 1997, to corgita intensify
the search for a peaceful settlement of the cotflic

5. Reaffirms its support for the more active role for
the United Nations in the peace process, encouratpes
Secretary-General to continue his efforts to thad,ewith the
assistance of the Russian Federation as facilitatod with the
support of the Group of Friends of the Secretary&al on
Georgia and the Organization for Security and Coapen in
Europe, and welcomes in this context the holding dfigh-level
meeting on the conflict, in Geneva from 23 to 29yJu997,
under the aegis of the United Nations, to map dw &reas
where concrete political progress could be made;

6.
Secretary-General, supports the intention of theecsd
Representative of the Secretary-General to resumenteeting
in September, and calls upon the Abkhaz side, inigadar, to
engage constructively at this resumed meeting;

7. Sresses that the primary responsibility for
reinvigorating the peace process rests upon thetigsar
themselves, calls upon them to achieve substanpinagress
without further delay towards a comprehensive paoditt
settlement, and further calls upon them to coomefatly with
the efforts undertaken by the Secretary-General kisdSpecial
Representative, with the assistance of the RusBederation as
facilitator;

8. Welcomes the continuation of direct dialogue
between the parties, calls upon them to intendiy $earch for a
peaceful solution by further expanding their comsaadequests
the Secretary-General to make available all appad@rsupport
if so requested by the parties, and recalls theeappf the
Secretary-General to both parties to pursue theudisions on
the implementation of the above mentioned decisidopted by

Welcomes the efforts of the Secretary-General anq%

Takes note of the addendum to the report of the

9. Recalls the conclusions of the Lisbon summit of the
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europgarding
the situation in Abkhazia, Georgia, and reaffirmdiet
unacceptability of the demographic changes resglfiom the
conflict;

10. Reiteratesits condemnation of killings, particularly
those ethnically motivated, and other ethnicallyated acts of
violence;

11. Reaffirms the right of all refugees and displaced
persons affected by the conflict to return to theimmes in
secure conditions in accordance with internatidaal and as set
ut in the Quadripartite Agreement on Voluntary et of
efugees and Displaced Persons of 4 April 1994 deoms the
continued obstruction of that return, and stresstée
unacceptability of any linkage of the return of ugées and
displaced persons with the question of the polltismtus of
Abkhazia, Georgia;

12. Reiterates its demand that the Abkhaz side
accelerate significantly the process of voluntargturn of
refugees and displaced persons without delay ocqréitions,
in particular by accepting a timetable on the basefs that
proposed by the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees, and further demands that
guarantee the safety of spontaneous returneesdylieahe area
and regularize their status in cooperation with @iféice of the
High Commissioner and in accordance with the Quaattite
Agreement, in particular in the Gali region;

13. Calls upon the parties to ensure the full
implementation of the Agreement on a Ceasefire 8agaration
of Forces signed in Moscow on 14 May 1994;

14. Condemns the continued laying of mines, including
new types of mines, in the Gali region, which hieady caused
several deaths and injuries among the civilian papon and the
peacekeepers and observers of the internationahuamty, and
calls upon the parties to take all measures inrtip@wer to
prevent the laying of mines and intensified actedtby armed
groups and to cooperate fully with the United NasocObserver
Mission in Georgia and the collective peacekeedinge of the
Commonwealth of Independent States in order to hortbeir
commitments to ensure the safety and the freedommfement
of all personnel of the United Nations, the colleet
peacekeeping force and international humanitarian
organizations;

15. Urges the Secretary-General to continue to take the
necessary steps in response to the threat poseteblaying of
mines in order to improve security conditions sot@sninimize
the danger to Mission personnel and to create doord for the
effective performance of the mandate of the Mission

16. Decides to extend the mandate of the Mission for a
new period terminating on 31 January 1998 subjeca review

the Council of Heads of State of the Commonwealth dy the Council of the mandate in the event of ahgrges that

Independent States on 28 March 1997;

896

may be made in the mandate or in the presenceeottiiective
peacekeeping force, and welcomes the intention bé t
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maintenance of international peace and security

Secretary-General, as mentioned in his report, &epkthe Ceasefire and Separation of Forces, signed in M@sco
Council informed of developments in this regard; on 14 May 19941 had remained. The Secretary-
17. Reiteratesits full support for the implementation of General, therefore, called on the parties to alfidey
a concrete programme for the protection and proamtof by the Agreement and to cooperate with the Mission
human rights in Abkhazia, Georgia; that regard. In addition, the mine threat as wedll a

18. Welcomes the continued efforts by the United armed and criminal activities had been threaterthmy
Nations agencies and humanitarian organizationadaress the lives of innocent civilians and had affected the
urgent needs of those suffering most from the cquneaces of operations of aid agencies, the CIS peacekeepingefo
the conflict in Abkhazia, Georgia, in particular témnally and UNOMIG. He called on both sides to do all they

displaced persons, encourages further contributionthat end, ¢qoyld to improve the security situation in the asal
and reiterates its encouragement to States to ibartér to the to end such activities

voluntary fund in support of the implementationtbe Moscow

Agreement and/or for humanitarian aspects, inclgdiemining, At its 3830th meeting, held on 6 November 1997

as specified by donors; in accordance with the understanding reached in its
19. Requests the Secretary-General to consider thrior consultations, the Security Council includgte

means of providing technical and financial assistamimed at report of the Secretary-General in its agenda.

the reconstruction of the economy of Abkhazia, @ér Following the adoption of the agenda, the President

following the successful outcome of the politicalgotiations; (China), with the consent of the Council, invitelet

20. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to keefepresentative of Georgia and Germany, at their
the Council regularly informed, to report after ¢br months request, to participate in the discussion withobe t
from the date of adoption of the present resolutiom the right to vote.
situation in Abkhazia, Georgia, including on theeogtions of
the Mission, and to provide recommendations in tegtort on At the same meeting, the President made the
the nature of the United Nations presence, andhis tontext following statement on behalf of the Coun¢?:
expresses its intention to conduct a thorough nevief the

operation at the end of its current mandate: The Security Council has considered the reportthef

Secretary-General of 28 October 1997 concerningstbgation
21. Decidesto remain actively seized of the matter. in Abkhazia, Georgia.

.. . . The Council regrets that, despite strenuous edfad
Decision of 6 November 1997 (3830th meeting): reactivate the peace process, there has been iuevigrogress

statement by the President on the key issues of the settlement-the futuretizali status of

On 28 October 1997, pursuant to SecuritAbkhazla and the permanent return of refugees aisglaced

. . E{ersons.
Council resolution 1124 (1997), the Secretary-Gaher

submitted to the Council a report on the situatian The Council attaches particular importance to there
Abkhazia and the operations of UNOM#.In his active role for the United Nations in the peace gess, and

) etncourages the Secretary-General to continue Héestefto that
report, the Secretary-General stated that, despé

. r?d, with the assistance of the Russian Federatsofacilitator,
efforts, there continued to be no progress on tag I(egnd with the support of the Group of Friends of Becretary-

issues, although both sides had reaffirmed thedeneral on Georgia and the Organization for Segusnd
commitment to resolving the conflict by politicalCooperation in Europe. The Council calls upon theties to
means. He noted that the mandate of the Securiigoperate fully with these efforts.

Coupcn provided for an innovative, experlm.ental In this context, the Council regrets that the adied
mediatory arrangement that offered the potential f@igh-level meeting on the conflict, held in Geneuader the
productive synergy that could usefully assist tlaeties aegis of the United Nations, did not resume in ®etoas
in their difficult challenge and that without theinitially planned. It welcomes the intention of th®pecial
presence of UNOMIG and the CIS peacekeeping fordgepresentative of the Secretary-General to resutiserheeting
there could be little doubt that open conflict woul © 17 November to map out the areas where congeliéical
resume. While ceasefire violations had been limited P°9"%% could be made, to take forward discussiasocial and
e . economic issues in support of a comprehensiveesatht of the
incidents of a non-violent nature, several longdtag

= ] ) conflict, and to address the issue of the returmestigees. The
and significant violations of the Agreement on a

41.5/1994/583.
40 5/1997/827. 42 S/PRST/1997/50.
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Council calls upon all concerned to do their utmdst the
resumption of this meeting with the constructivegagement in
particular of the Abkhaz side.

The Council commends the efforts of the Secretary-

General and his Special Representative aimed aieuaicly a
comprehensive settlement of the conflict, includiog the
political status of Abkhazia within the State of @&@gia, which
respects fully the sovereignty and territorial igitiéy of Georgia,
and the efforts undertaken by the Russian Federatas
facilitator, in particular the initiative put forwd by the
President of the Russian Federation on 1 August7188d the
Georgian-Abkhaz negotiations held in Sukhumi on r&d al0
September with the participation of the Special Rspntative
of the Secretary-General. The Council welcomesrteting of
the President of Georgia and Mr. Vladislav ArdzinimaThbilisi
on 14 August 1997, facilitated by the Minister féoreign
Affairs of the Russian Federation, and the conttioraof direct
dialogue between the parties, and calls upon thermtensify
the search for a peaceful solution by further exjiag their
contacts.

The Council further encourages the Secretary-Ganter
take such steps as are necessary, in cooperatitnthe parties,
to ensure a prompt and safe return of the refugeeldisplaced
persons to their homes, with the assistance of ralevant
international organizations.

The Council welcomes the decision of the Coundil orasglution

Heads of State of the Commonwealth of IndependeateS
mentioned in the report of the Secretary-Generaéxtend the
mandate of the collective peacekeeping force of
Commonwealth of Independent States until 31 Jant888.

The Council welcomes the good cooperation betwien
United Nations Observer Mission in Georgia and tlodective
peacekeeping force and their efforts to promotéisitmtion of
the situation in the zone of conflict. The Councdlls upon the
parties to cooperate fully with the Mission and fheacekeeping
force.

The Council expresses concern at the continuin%

violations of the Agreement on a Ceasefire and &spen of
Forces signed in Moscow on 14 May 1994 and callseruthe
parties to ensure the full implementation of thiseement.

The Council remains deeply concerned at the caiiign
unstable and tense security conditions in the @ali Zugdidi
sectors and in the Kodori valley. The Council sghyncondemns
the kidnapping of personnel of the Mission and twdlective
peacekeeping force.

The Council also condemns the continued laying
mines, including more sophisticated types of mingkjch has
already caused several deaths and injuries amoagcivilian
population and the peacekeepers and observers ef
international community. It calls upon the parties take all
measures in their power to prevent the laying ofesi and
intensified activities by armed groups and to caaepe fully
with the Mission and the collective peacekeeping:€oin order
to honour their commitments to ensure the safetyl dahe

898

freedom of movement of all personnel of the Unilations, the
collective peacekeeping force and international haoitarian
organizations.

The Council supports the additional measures eupad
by the Secretary-General in the report to improle safety of
Mission personnel and to create conditions for #féective
performance of the mandate of the Mission.

The Council welcomes the continued efforts by theted
Nations agencies and humanitarian organizationadress the
urgent needs of those suffering most from the cqoneeces of
the conflict in Abkhazia, Georgia, in particular témnally
displaced persons, encourages further contributionthat end,
and reiterates its encouragement to States to ibartér to the
voluntary fund in support of the implementationtbe Moscow
Agreement and/or for humanitarian aspects, inclgdiemining,
as specified by donors.

The Council reminds the parties that the abilitly tbe
international community to assist them dependshairtpolitical
will to resolve the conflict through dialogue andutual
accommodation.

Decision of 30 January 1998 (3851st meeting):
resolution 1150 (1998)

On 19 January 1998, pursuant to Security Council
1124 (1997), the Secretary-General
submitted to the Council a report on the situation

th%bkhazia and an update on the operations of

UNOMIG.43 In his report, the Secretary-General
informed the Council that much groundwork had been
laid during the reporting period towards achieving
substantive progress in the Georgian/Abkhaz peace
process and that the political machinery to addtess
military, political and economic ramifications ohd
peace process was in place. Progress, therefore,
epended on the determination of the two sides to
negotiate in earnest and to work constructivelyhvte
Special Representative of the Secretary-General to
achieve substantial results. He noted that, thaimks
part to additional steps taken to ensure the sgcuoffi

the Mission, UNOMIG had been able to carry out the
tasks entrusted to it in relative safety. Bearingrind
that the presence of UNOMIG continued to be a
stabilizing factor in the area and to provide usefu
ggupport for the political process, and in the lightthe
steps already taken to promote substantive progress
the peace process, he recommended that the Security
@ouncil extend the mandate of UNOMIG for an
additional period of six months, ending on 31 July

43 5/1998/51.

09-25533



Chapter VII1. Consideration of questions under
theresponsibility of the Security Council for the
maintenance of international peace and security

1998, subject to a review by the Council in thergvaf Abkhazia within the State of Georgia, respectinglyfuthe

any changes made in the mandate of the Cfgvereignty and territorial integrity of Georgia, ity the
peacekeeping force. assistance of the Russian Federation as facilit@®well as of

the Group of Friends of the Secretary-General aridthe

At its 3851st meeting, held on 30 January 1998 frganization for Security and Cooperation in Europe
accordance with the understanding reached in isr pr Stressing in this context the importance of the concluding
consultations, the Security Council included thpa®  statement adopted in Geneva on 19 November 199 tich
of the Secretary-General in its agenda. Followihg t both sides welcomed, inter alia, the proposalshef Secretary-
adoption of the agenda, the President (France) thi¢ General to strengthen the involvement of the Unikations in
consent of the Council, invited the representatioés the peace process, approved a programme of actidrset up a
Georgia and Germany, at their request, to partieipa mechanism for its implementation,
the discussion without the right to vote. The Pdesit Reaffirming the necessity for the parties strictly to respect
then drew the attention of the Council to a ledlated human rights, expressing its support for the effodf the
12 January 1998 from the representative of Georgpgcretary-General to find ways to improve their efvance as
addressed to the Secretary-Genédfalransmitting the a7 integral part of the work towards a compreheaspolitical
text of a statement issued by the Ministry of Fgrei SN‘itttilsrr:;e:tu’r:;]g Fr;;)t;]r;g gff;/ce;czﬁmAEELSa'Z?athgeVg?rgm United
Affairs of Georgia regarding acts of hostage-taking 9 ' gia
the Gali region of Abkhazia. In the letter, the _Deeply c_oncgrned at the cgntinuing unsettled and _tense
Government of Georgia expressed its belief that tﬁ§cu_r|ty 5|tuat|on_|r_1 the Gali region, _ch_aracted_zb_y_ t_he Ia){lng

. . . .of mines, by a rising number of criminal activitjescluding
Security Council, the Secretary-General, his Sgdeci \dnapping and murder, and, most seriously, by igantly
Representative and the Government of the RUSSiﬁ@reased subversive activities by armed groupsctvidisrupt
Federation would make every effort to prevent th@e peace process and impede a settlement of thiéictoand the
escalation of tension from creating realistic grdsiior return of refugees, and at the resulting lack ofega and
reversing the process of the return of refugees amefurity for the local population, for the refugesesd displaced
displaced persons, and for the protection of thigints. Persons returning to the region, for aid workersd dor the
In the implementation of the above, the Government personnel of the _Unlted Nat|0n§ Observer MissionG@aorgia
Georgia deemed it necessary to reinforce the maand%f?ﬂg;;2?1dceorlllte;:';'tzspeacekeep'ng force of the Gumwealth
of the United Nations observers to include police '
functions, to qualitatively enhance the activitigfsthe Welcoming in this context the contribution that the
Human Rights Office and seriously to consider thg?!lective peacekeeping force and the Mission hanade to
commencement of a comprehensive intematiOnsatlabl||2|n_g the situation in the zo-ne.of confligtpting that the‘

. . cooperation between the Mission and the collective

peacekeeping operation. peacekeeping force is good and has continued t@ldpy and

At the same meeting, the President drew tr?éressing the importance of continued close codpmraand

. . . coordination between them in the performance ofirthe
attention of the Council to a draft resolutién.The respective mandates,

draft resolution was then put to the vote and addpt

unanimously as resolution 1150 (1998), which reads: 1. Welcomes the report of the Secretary-General of
19 January 1998;

The Security Council, ] ] ]
2. Notes with satisfaction that much groundwork has

~ Recalling all its relevant resolutions, reaffirming innow been laid towards achieving substantive progries the
particular resolution 1124 (1997) of 31 July 199nd recalling peace process, but reiterates its deep concern #satet, no
the statement by its President of 6 November 1997, significant progress has been made on the key sssoethe

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General Ofsettlement of the conflict in Abkhazia, Georgia;

19 January 1998, 3. Commends the parties for the constructive approach

Supporting the vigorous efforts to move the peace processgmwn at the meeting held in Geneva from 17 to Ténber

forward made by the Secretary-General and his $¢eci1997t_’ Welc]?g:escln tg'_s (i_ontecxt the_lestzblls_?hmein[itheflrit
Representative aimed at achieving a comprehensiidiqal meetings ot the Loordinating L.ouncil and, withisi itamework,

settlement of the conflict, including on the paldi status of of working groups, under the chairmanship of theedpl
Representative of the Secretary-General, and ssesthe

importance of the effective working of these bodiesorder to

44 5/1998/25. help progress towards a settlement;

455/1998/79.
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4. Emphasizes the fact that the primary responsibility performance of the mandate of the Mission, and sirglee

for reinvigorating the peace process rests upon plaeties
themselves, and reminds them that
international community to assist them dependshairtpolitical
will to resolve the conflict through dialogue andutual
accommodation and on their taking real steps towdndnging
about a comprehensive political settlement of thenftict
through the speediest possible agreement on amagige of the
relevant documents;

5. Reaffirms the particular importance it attaches to

the more active role for the United Nations in ffleace process,
encourages the Secretary-General and his SpecaleRentative
to continue their efforts, with the assistance b tRussian
Federation as facilitator, and with the supporttioé Group of
Friends of the Secretary-General and the Orgaropatfor

Security and Cooperation in Europe, and calls uffon parties
to work constructively with them to achieve a compensive
settlement;

Secretary-General to continue to make further ayeaments in

the ability ofe ththis field;

11. Decides to extend the mandate of the Mission for a
new period terminating on 31 July 1998, subjectatoeview by
the Council of the mandate of the Mission in theemivof any
changes that may be made in the mandate or in theepce of
the collective peacekeeping force;

12. Encourages further contributions to address the
urgent needs of those suffering most from the cqneeces of
the conflict in Abkhazia, Georgia, in particular témnally
displaced persons, including contributions to tledumtary fund
in support of the implementation of the Moscow Agmeent
and/or for humanitarian aspects, including deminings
specified by donors, requests the Secretary-Gerterabnsider
the means of providing technical and financial sisice aimed
at the reconstruction of the economy of Abkhazisgofgia,
following the successful outcome of the politicadgotiations,

6. Encourages the continuation of direct dialogue and welcomes the planning of a needs assessmestomjs

between the parties, calls upon them to intendify search for a
peaceful solution by further expanding their comsacand
requests the Secretary-General to make availablapgplropriate
support if so requested by the parties;

13. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to keep
the Council regularly informed, to report after ¢ébr months
from the date of the adoption of the present resotuon the
situation in Abkhazia, Georgia, including on theeogtions of

7. Recalls the conclusions of the Lisbon summit of thethe Mission, and to provide recommendations in ttegtort on

Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europgarding
the situation in Abkhazia, Georgia, reaffirms theaaceptability
of the demographic changes resulting from the donfind the
right of all refugees and displaced persons affécby the
conflict to return to their homes in secure comwhi8 in
accordance with international law and as set out tire
Quadripartite Agreement on the Voluntary ReturnRéfugees
and Displaced Persons, of 4 April 1994, encouradkse
Secretary-General to take such steps as are negessa
cooperation with the parties, to ensure a prompt safe return
of the refugees and displaced persons to their lsonad
stresses the urgent need for progress in this aneparticular
from the Abkhaz side;

8. Calls upon the parties to ensure
implementation of the Agreement on a Ceasefire 8agaration
of Forces signed in Moscow on 14 May 1994;

9. Condemns the
groups, including the continued laying of mines, time Gali
region, and calls upon the parties to honour fullyeir
commitments to take all measures in their power &nd
coordinate their efforts to prevent such activitiesnd to
cooperate fully with the United Nations Observerskion in

Georgia and the collective peacekeeping force ofe thlg February

Commonwealth of Independent States in order to enghe
safety and the freedom of movement of all personofelthe

intensified activities by armed

the nature of the United Nations presence, andhis context,
expresses its intention to conduct a thorough nevigf the
operation at the end of its current mandate;

14. Decidesto remain actively seized of the matter.
Decision of 28 May 1998 (3887th meeting):
statement by the President

On 11 May 1998, pursuant to Security Council
resolution 1150 (1998), the Secretary-General
submitted to the Council a report on the situatian
Abkhazia and the operations of UNOM{f&.In his

the funfeport, the Secretary-General stated that the mesla

efforts to move the Georgian/Abkhaz peace process
forward had been negatively affected by a new wafve
tension in the area, marked by an assassinati@ematt

on the President of Georgia and deteriorating sgcur
conditions in the UNOMIG area of operations. The
personnel and property of UNOMIG had continued to
be subjected to acts of violence by criminal grqups
and a particularly serious incident had taken plaoe
when a group of 15 to 20 armed men
forcibly entered the sector headquarters of UNONHG

United Nations, the collective peacekeeping forcend a Zugdidi, and took four observers hostage. In viefv o

international humanitarian organizations;

10.
improve security conditions so as to minimize thander to
Mission personnel and to create conditions for #féective

900

Welcomes the additional steps taken in order to

those developments, the Secretary-General suggested

46 5/1998/375 and Add.1.
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that a possible solution would be to provide the At the same meeting, the President also drew the
Mission with a self-protection unit, along with theattention of the Council to a letter dated 5 Mayo&9
necessary civilian support personnel, whose tasulvo from the representative of the Russian Federation
be to guard each of the facilities of UNOMIG, extepaddressed to the Secretary-GenéfallThe President
the one in Thbilisi. He also expressed his belieatththen made the following statement on behalf of the
there was much to be done by both sides and, @ouncil50

particular _by th_e G_Ove”_]ment of Georgia, to improve The Security Council has considered the reportthe

the security situation in the area of operation Qfecretary-General of 11 May 1998 concerning theasion in
UNOMIG. If the Security Council agreed with theapkhazia, Georgia.

concept of a self-protection unit, he stated tha&t h

Special Representative would consult with the Abkhg, . The Council is gravely concerned by the recenboeak
of violence in the zone of conflict, which has rked in the loss

authorities, in close consultation with the Group Of human life and a significant outflow of refugeesnd calls

Friends of the Secretary-General, bearing in mimak t ypon the parties to observe strictly the Agreemema Ceasefire
the agreement of both parties would be a condifarn and Separation of Forces signed in Moscow on 14 ¥@§4 and

the deployment of such a unit. If the Council pre¢el also the ceasefire protocol signed on 25 May 1@88well as all
a different approach, he suggested three optioﬁ%?" obligations to refrain from the use of foraad to resolve
reducing UNOMIG to the minimal possible presencdlisputed issues by peaceful means only.

pending a significant improvement in the security The Council is deeply concerned by the recent aigvof
situation; redeploying UNOMIG at its authorizedhe peace process. The Council calls upon the gmtt display
strength and resuming previous operations usingemiﬁ‘e necessary political Wi|-| to achie-ve- substantiedults on the
and ballistic-protected vehicles; or strengtheninffy issues of the negotiations within the framewark the

security arrangements with the CIS peacekeepi nited Nations-led peace process and through didéalogue,
force y 9 P PIG%h fun respect for the sovereignty and terriw@rintegrity of

Georgia.

At its 3887th meeting, held on 28 May 1998 in The Council reaffirms the right of all refugees dan
accordance with the understanding reached in iit@r prdisplaced persons affected by the conflict to retdo their
consultations, the Security Council included thpae homes in secure conditions, calls upon both sidetuffil their
of the Secretary-General in its agenda. The Presidé@bligations in this regard, and welcomes in thisntext the
(Kenya) then drew the attention of the Council to &forts undertaken by the members of the Commontkeaf
letter dated 14 April 1998 from the representatofe !ndependent States, as set out in their decisioR8ohpril 1998,

. in support of the return of refugees and of a coshgnsive
Georgia addressed to the Secretary-Gen€raéind | qjiical settiement.
letters dated 22 and 26 May 1998, respectivelymfro o )
the representative of Georgia addressed to the The Council is deeply concerned that the detetinga

. . security situation in the Gali region gravely imgsdhe work of
President of the Security Councit.In the letters, the id workers, personnel of the United Nations ObeerMission

Government of Georgia informed the Council 0??1 Georgia and of the collective peacekeeping foxfethe

ethnic-related incidents in the Gali region andafie- commonwealth of Independent States. The Councilscapon
scale military operations that the Abkhaz sepatstishe parties to honour fully their commitments tokeaall

had carried out in the security zone, which hateasures in their power to improve the securityuation,
prompted the exodus of more than 30,000 returnediluding the creation of a joint mechanism for éstigation and
He expressed his country's belief that the Securi revention of acts that represent violations of thl@scow
Council needed to make a decision with regard ® tl%/greement and terrorist acts in the zone of cohflic
resettlement of recently expelled returnees andrthe  The Council requests the Secretary-General to wlons
humanitarian assistance. Georgia was confident tH&th sides on the basis of paragraphs 26, 48 anf #gs report,
the time had come to acknowledge that the conflit particular on the concept of the self-protectiomit outlined
might threaten international peace and securityictvh therein, and on other options as appropriate, aselcooperation
would allow the Council to act in accordance wittet

20 - . .
Charter of the United Nations. Letter transmitting the decision of 28 April 1968the

Council of the Heads of State of the CIS on addiiilo
measures for the settlement of the conflict in Abkila
(S/1998/372).

o1 5/1998/829. 50 S/PRST/1998/16.

48 5/1998/423 and S/1998/432.
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with the Group of Friends of the Secretary-Genebaaring in  protect the Mission elsewhere in Abkhazia and the
mind the need to secure the consent of both parttesiis harassment campaign launched against UNOMIG

proposal. The Council also requests the Secretaye@l to would only exacerbate the situation on the grouhsl.

report to it on the outcome of those consultati@sssoon as th f th Missi ti d to b
possible and no later than 12 June 1998. € _pr_esence 0 . e ISsion continue . 0 be a
stabilizing factor in the area and to provide usefu

o ) support for the political process, the Secretaryn€al
Decision of 30 July 1998 (3912th meeting): recommended that the Security Council extend the
resolution 1187 (1998) mandate of the Mission for a further period of six

On 14 July 1998, pursuant to Security Councilonths terminating on 31 January 1999, subject to a
resolution 1150 (1998), the Secretary-Gener&gView by the Council of the mandate of UNOMIG in
submitted to the Council a report on the situation the event of any changes in the mandate or in the
Abkhazia and the operations of UNOMES.In his Presence of the CIS peacekeeping force.

report, the Secretary-General stated that, during t At its 3912th meeting, held on 30 July 1998 in
reporting period, his Special Representative ané thccordance with the understanding reached in iitsr pr
Russian Federation in its capacity as facilitatogrev consultations, the Security Council included thpaw
forced to address one immediate crisis after amothgs the Secretary-General in its agenda. Followihg t
caused by the lack of willingness on the part ofhbo 5qoption of the agenda, the President (Russian
sides to renounce violence and seriously considegderation), with the consent of the Council, ievit
peaceful options for the resolution of the conflicthe representatives of Georgia and Germany, at thei
Some 40,000 people from the Gali district had had tequest, to participate in the discussion withobe t
seek refuge for the second time on the other sfdé® (jgnht to vote. The President then drew the attenid
Inguri river, and the international community haml tihe Council to a draft resolution submitted by Fean
witness how its assistance and efforts “literallgn up  Germany, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom
in flames”, when houses that had been construct#d @nd the United Staté®. The President also drew the
of UNHCR funds were deliberately set on fire, witte  stention of the Council to two letters dated 18yJu

motive apparently to expel people from their homgggg as well as to ones dated 16 and 17 July 1998,
areas. As the situation on the ground was tensetlamd respectively, from the representative of Georgia
risk of new confrontations was high, he informee thaqdressed to the President of the Security Council,
Council that he had asked his Special Represe®aaV transmitting statements on incidents in Abkhazial an
make demarches to both sides to prevent thesewheré® Finally, he drew the attention of the
resumption of hostilities. The Special Represeneati council to a letter dated 14 July 1998 from the
was also maintaining liaison with the parties id@rto representative of the Russian Federation addressed
consider the organization of another high-level tivee  tpe Secretary-General, transmitting a statementhiay

in Geneva, with a view to bringing the “Genevayinistry of Foreign Affairs concerning events in IGa
process” back on track. He also stated that, despi gjstrict in Abkhazia, Georgi&t

support of the Security Council, the self-protentimnit

option had not been accepted by the Abkhaz side and At the same meeting, the representative of
that neither party had supported the option th&eorgia stated that the tragic events in the Gislirict
UNOMIG be reduced to the minimal possible presencB@d clearly shown that the peace process was at a
He stressed that he would keep the matter und@ftical point and required a new and possibly
constant review, but that both sides still had taken unconventional assessment of the situation. Deshie
substantial efforts to contain the threat on theugd. concrete proposals made by the Georgian side and
Activities in the Gali sector by armed groups, whéecause of the intransigence of the Abkhaz leadgrsh
operated from the Georgian side of the Inguri rjveN agreement on the political status of Abkhazid ha
required a determined effort by the authorities dtot yet been reached and the fate of some 250,000
Georgia to contain them. At the same time, the Adgkh refugees and displaced persons remained unsolved. H

side needed to do much more than it had done to—
52 5/1998/699.
53.5/1998/649, S/1998/650, S/1998/655 and S/1998/660.

51.5/1998/647 and Add.1. 54 5/1098/645
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stressed that, while Georgia had been hopeful when aspirations of the Security Council, reflecting treal
Geneva negotiations had started under the leadenghi situation in the conflict zone and suggesting rakav
the United Nations with the participation of theassessments and findings. Such a resolution netxed
Russian Federation as facilitator, the OSCE and tdéfer from the previous 18 documents, contribute t
members of the Group of Friends of the Secretarthe decrease of tension and give new impetus to the
General3s the events in the Gali district during Mayreinvigoration of the negotiatiorp$.

1998 had called the “Geneva process” into question.
Despite the negotiations, the Abkhaz separatisinteg
had continued to follow its policy of terror agairthe
population of the Gali district and only the vigos
efforts of his Government had made it possible
prevent the involvement of Georgia in a full-scalar.

The representative of the Russian Federation
expressed his deep concern at the continuing tense
situation in the Gali region and noted that the faag
Protocol on a Ceasefire and Withdrawal of Armed
tl90rmations of 25 May 1998 was not being
. . . : . . implemented either by the Abkhaz or by the Georgian
Noting that violence still continued in the regienen side. He demanded from the Abkhaz side the

after the introduction of the ceasefire, he undered . .
. . . _establishment of conditions for the speedy returthe
the worry that the Abkhaz side continued to rejec - .
eaceful civilians that had left that region asault of

implementation of “its obligations regarding th he hostilities and stressed that, if the Abkhaz
unconditional return of refugees expelled during th o )

. ; authorities posed obstacles to their return, suxtfoas
events of May, as stipulated in the agreement sigpe

. . would be regarded as being aimed at the
25 May 1998. He noted that the punitive Operatlo.r}%plementation of “ethnic cleansing”. He express$eési

had been carried out within the 12-kilometre Set(w”delegation’s deep concern with the problem of the

zone controlled by the peacekeeping Contmgent’cwmsecurity of UNOMIG personnel and his belief thae th

demonstrated the fragility of the mechanism of the - . .
ceasefire regime in thegco)r/mict zone. He also exped greatest responsibility lay with the Georgian aie t

. Abkhaz sides, which needed to immediately take the
regret that the proposal by Georgia on the expanefo . .
. .measures that were needed. He informed the Council
the mandate and functions of the peacekeepin . o . .
: . - thyat with the mediation of the Russian Federatitbre,
operation had been flatly rejected by the Abkhatesi . . -
sides had been actively negotiating on preparatfons

whereas the international organizations and other ; . )
. . . meeting between the President of Georgia and the
participants in the peace process had failed to khaz leader. which would eliminate the

demanding enough during the adoption of such an . . .
important decision. While his country condemned an(é/onsequences of the events of May in the Gali regio

. . . - . nd would allow for the adoption of a package of
action directed against the civilian population an : .
ocuments on key issues in order to reach a setthém

would t.ake all poss@le measures qgamst such |a,ct|cf_|e reiterated that the Russian Federation was ready
he believed that without international efforts and

concrete steps on the part of the United Natiohs tpromote comprehensively both the implementation of

resolution of the problem would be impossible. Htehe agreements achieved in Geneva and the

: X . . advancement of an overall settlemént.
expressed his country’s belief that it was necessar
create a crisis management mechanism in the canflic The representatives of the United States, the
zone, and reiterated his country’s support for thdnited Kingdom and Germany stressed that the events
United Nations self-protection unit. He also stexbs of May 1998 were a direct result of the lack of
that the effectiveness of the conflict-resolutiomommitment by the parties and that, unless there wa
mechanism depended on the monitoring of the human improvement in the peace process and in the
rights situation, and the Gali events had madeddarc security situation on the ground, a reconsideratién
that the Human Rights Office required changes aride United Nations peacekeeping commitment could
serious reinforcement. In closing, he conveyed thet be excluded8
appeal of the President of Georgia that the intéonal

community adopt a decision which lived up to the 56 S/PV.3912, pp. 2-4

57 |bid., p. 14.
55 France, Germany, the Russian Federation, the dnite 58 |bid., pp. 5-6 (Germany); pp. 7-8 (United Kingdgrand
Kingdom and the United States. pp. 13-14 (United States).
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Several other speakers expressed grave concergaacluding statement of the meeting held in Genfevan 23 to

the resumption of hostilities in May 1998 and cdllen
the parties to observe the relevant

ceasefifé

25 July 1998 and the accompanying statement ofGheup of
iends of the Secretary-General,

agreements. They also expressed concern at the new Reaffirming the necessity for the parties strictly to respect

outflow of refugees from the region and reaffirmée
right of all refugees and displaced persons torreto
their homes in secure conditions. They stressetitttea

Abkhaz side should allow immediately and withoutyan

conditions the return of all persons displaced sitite

resumption of the hostilities in May. A number of
speakers also pointed to the need for the Georgi%fe?
authorities to curb the operation of groups frone th

human rights, expressing its support for the efodf the
Secretary-General to find ways to improve their evance as
an integral part of the work towards a compreheagwlitical
settlement, and noting developments in the workhef United
Nations Human Rights Office in Abkhazia, Georgia,

Welcoming the role of the United Nations Observer
sion in Georgia and of the collective peacekagpiorce of
Commonwealth of Independent States as stabgifactors
in the zone of conflict, noting that the cooperatibetween the

Georgiaq side of the_ Inguri river. They condemnke t \sission and the collective peacekeeping force idjoand
acts of violence against the personnel of UNOMIG anstressing the importance of continued close codjmraand

the renewed laying of mines. Expressing grave concecoordination between them in the performance of irthe
at the security situation on the ground, many spesik respective mandates,

welcomed the intention of the Secretary-General to 4

Welcomes the report of the Secretary-General of

keep that issue under constant review. Others spokeis july 1998;

favour of a self-protection unit in UNOMI&

2. Reiterates its grave concern at the resumption of

At the same meeting, the draft resolution was pteostilities in May 1998, and calls upon the partiesobserve
to the vote and adopted unanimously as resoluti§Hictly the Agreement on a Ceasefire and SepamatibForces

1187 (1998), which reads:
The Security Council,

Reaffirming all its relevant resolutions, in particular

resolution 1150 (1998) of 30 January 1998, recgllithe
statement by its President of 28 May 1998, andlliecpalso the
letter from its President to the Secretary-Genelaled 10 July
1998,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General o

14 July 1998,

Deeply concerned at the continuing tense

signed in Moscow on 14 May 1994 and also the cessef
protocol signed on 25 May 1998, as well as all thaligations
to refrain from the use of force and to resolvepdi®d issues by
peaceful means only;

3. Expresses its deep concern at the significant
outflow of refugees resulting from the recent hisés,
reaffirms the right of all refugees and displacedigons to return
to their homes in secure conditions in accordancéh w

gnternational law and as set out in the Quadriparfigreement

on the Voluntary Return of Refugees and DisplacedsBns of
4 April 1994, calls upon both sides to fulfil thedbligations in

andthis regard, and demands in particular that thelfgakside allow

confrontational situation in the Zugdidi and Gagigions and at the unconditional and immediate return of all persaisplaced

the risk of resumed fighting,

Deeply concerned also at the unwillingness on the part of

both sides to renounce violence and seriously amrspeaceful
options for the resolution of the conflict,

Supporting the vigorous efforts made by the Secretary- 5.

General and his Special Representative, with trestence of
the Russian Federation in its capacity as facitas well as of
the Group of Friends of the Secretary-General aridthe
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Eurofpeprevent
the resumption of hostilities and to give a new é@ns to the
negotiations within the United Nations-led peacegass, and
welcoming in this context the adoption by the pestiof the

59 |bid., p. 6 (France); pp. 6-7 (Portugal); p. 8gdn);
pp- 8-9 (China); pp. 9-10 (Costa Rica); p. 10 (Sered
p. 10 (Gabon); pp. 10-11 (Gambia); pp. 11-12 (Brazi
p. 12 (Slovenia); and p. 12 (Bahrain).
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since the resumption of hostilities in May 1998;

4. Condemns the deliberate destruction of houses by
Abkhaz forces, with the apparent motive of expalipeople
from their home areas;

Recalls the conclusions of the Lisbon summit of the
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Eurgpgarding
the situation in Abkhazia, Georgia, and reaffirmdiet
unacceptability of the demographic changes resglfimm the
conflict;

6. Expresses its deep concern at the extremely
difficult humanitarian situation of the displacedrpons from
the Gali region as well as of those who remainedhiat area,
and at the serious negative impact recent developsnieave had
on international humanitarian efforts in the Gagion;

7. Reiterates that the primary responsibility for
achieving peace rests upon the parties themsebses,reminds
them that the continued commitment of the interoaai
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community to assist them depends on their progriesshis
regard;

8. Calls upon the parties to display without delay the
necessary political will to achieve substantialules on the key
issues of the negotiations, with full respect fbe tsovereignty
and territorial integrity of Georgia, within theafmework of the
United Nations-led peace process and through didégtogue,
and to cooperate fully with the efforts made by thecretary-
General and his Special Representative, with trestance of
the Russian Federation as facilitator, as well ishe Group of
Friends of the Secretary-General and of the Orgsaion for
Security and Cooperation in Europe;

9.
from 23 to 25 July 1998, and calls upon them totoore and
increase their active engagement in this procegmiad by the
Secretary-General aimed at achieving a comprehengolitical
settlement;

10.
all measures in their power and to coordinate thefforts to
ensure the security and safety of internationalspenel, and
calls upon them to implement fully and without delthose
commitments, including the creation of a joint mantsm for
investigation and prevention of acts that represaatations of
the Moscow Agreement and terrorist acts in the zoheonflict;

11. Condemns the acts of violence against the
personnel of the United Nations Observer MissionGeorgia,
the renewed laying of mines in the Gali region aado the
attacks by armed groups, operating in the Galiordirom the
Georgian side of the Inguri River, against the eolive

peacekeeping force of the Commonwealth of Indepenhde

States, and demands that the parties, in particihlarGeorgian
authorities, take determined measures to put a sioguch acts
which subvert the peace process;

12. Reiterates its deep concern regarding the security
of the Mission, welcomes the measures already ta@emprove
security conditions to minimize the danger to M@sipersonnel
and to create conditions for the implementatiortref mandated
tasks of the Mission, underlines the need to cargino make
further arrangements in this field, welcomes alse instruction
of the Secretary-General that the security of thissibn be kept
under constant review, and calls upon the two partio
facilitate the implementation of practical measunesulting
from that review;

13.
launched in Abkhazia, Georgia, and the acts of $mrent
against the Mission, and calls upon the Abkhaz dideease
those acts;

14.
new period terminating on 31 January 1999, subjed review
by the Council of the mandate of the Mission in thent of any
changes that may be made in the mandate or in thgepce of
the collective peacekeeping force;

09-25533

Welcomes the meeting of the parties held in Geneva

Reminds the parties of their commitments to take

15. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to keep
the Council regularly informed, to report three rtio after the
date of the adoption of the present resolution ko gituation in
Abkhazia, Georgia, including on the operations loé Mission,
and expresses its intention to conduct a reviewhefMission in
the light of the report of the Secretary-Generalking into
account in particular the progress made by the pacties in
creating secure conditions in which the Mission dalffil its
existing mandate, and in establishing a politicgttlement;

16. Decidesto remain actively seized of the matter.
Decision of 25 November 1998 (3948th
meeting): statement by the President

On 29 October 1998, pursuant to Security
Council resolution 1187 (1998), the Secretary-Gaher
submitted to the Council a report on the situatmm
Abkhazia and the operations of UNOM$G.In his
report, the Secretary-General stated that the tecen
meeting in Athens between the Georgian and Abkhaz
sides on confidence-building measures had been an
achievement, and he appealed to them to implement i
good faith the measures agreed upon at the medtiag.
underlined that he continued to be concerned by the
security situation of UNOMIG, which was threatening
the very viability of the Mission. An ambush in
Sukhumi on 21 September 1998 had been a deliberate
attack on the United Nations, and its intent wasadly
to kil UNOMIG personnel. Prior to the attack,
patrolling and other activities of UNOMIG had aldya
been curtailed for security reasons. He stressed, th
unless the parties took urgent measures to impthee
security environment for the United Nations, he Vdou
be obliged to draw down the strength of the Mission
and to consider relocating United Nations personnel
and facilities to more secure locations. Should
UNOMIG be compelled to withdraw from Abkhazia,
the situation in the security and restricted weapon
zones would almost certainly become more serious,
and a return to open hostilities could not be edell
Therefore, he urged Member States, and the members
of the Group of Friends of the Secretary-General in

Expresses its concern at the mass media campaignparticular, to use their influence with the partigs

ensure that the security environment improved
significantly. In the meantime, he recommended that
the Security Council consider whether increasing

Decides to extend the mandate of the Mission for &ypstantially the number of internationally receuit

security personnel to provide internal securitythe

60 5/1998/1012 and Add.1.
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installations of the Mission might offer at leaspartial
solution.

At its 3948th meeting, held on 25 November
1998 in accordance with the understanding reachedd'ene

its prior consultations, the Security Council indéd
the report of the Secretary-General in its agenda.

At the same meeting,

Councilst

The Security Council has considered the reportthef
Secretary-General of 29 October 1998 concerningstbgation
in Abkhazia, Georgia.

The Council remains deeply concerned at the cairtion
tense and unstable situation in the Gali and Zuigdidions and
at the threat of resumption of serious hostilitidfie Council
demands that both sides observe strictly all thobiligations to
refrain from the use of force and to resolve diggutssues by
peaceful means only.

The Council welcomes the reinvigoration of
negotiations within the United Nations-led peaceogass. It
particularly welcomes the meeting of both sidescomfidence-
building measures held in Athens from 16 to 18 ®et01998,
the largest and most representative meeting ofpémties since
the military confrontation of 1993, and the incredsbilateral
contacts between the two sides. The Council stpngges the
two sides to build on this momentum to widen thedmmitment
to the United Nations-led peace process, to comtitwintensify
their discussion, in particular within the Coordimg Council,
and to expand their relations at all levels. Theu@al also
strongly encourages the parties to work togetheroider to
convene a meeting between the President of Geaagdh Mr.
Vladislav Ardzinba and to reach agreements, inipalar on the
return of refugees and measures for the econonfialriétation
of Abkhazia, Georgia, as a concrete step towardsngatensions
and leading to improvement in the security enviremt The
Council reiterates its call to both sides to digplaithout delay
the necessary will to achieve substantial results tbe key
issues of the negotiations, and calls upon theniniplement
promptly and in good faith their undertakings, dwmtt living
conditions for the population on both sides caniroproved by
practical confidence-building measures.

The Council strongly condemns the deliberate aafts
violence against the personnel of the United Nai@bserver
Mission in Georgia and of the collective peacekegpiorce of

the President (Unite
States) made the following statement on behalfhef t

which subvert the peace process, and to ensurethleasecurity
environment of all international personnel improves
significantly.

The Council welcomes the efforts of the Secretary-
ral aimed at improving the security of the Nbss
approves his proposal to increase the number @rmationally
recruited lightly-armed security personnel and &iddial local
%ecurity personnel to provide internal security tine
INstallations of the Mission, and requests the 8&gy-General
to keep the security of the Mission under constantew, taking
into account the observations contained in his repo

The Council reminds both sides that the continued
commitment of the international community to asstbem
depends on their progress in achieving peacefully a
comprehensive political settlement.

Decision of 28 January 1999 (3972nd meeting):
resolution 1225 (1999)

On 20 January 1999, pursuant to Security Council
resolution 1187 (1998), the Secretary-General

thegypmitted to the Council a report on the situatian

Abkhazia, Georgia and an update on operations of
UNOMIG.82 In his report, the Secretary-General stated
that, while the political process towards a setéam
had been slow and at times had seemed to be almost
blocked, UNOMIG had continued to carry out its
mandate, thus contributing to lessening tensionshen
ground, preventing an exacerbation of potentially
serious incidents and providing a climate in which
substantive negotiations could take place on the
political level. Measures taken by the Mission had
resulted in a situation in which UNOMIG military
observers had been able to conduct limited patrglli
without serious security incidents during the |dutee
months. He cautioned that, for a return to previous
patrolling patterns to happen, the two sides neetded
take substantive and tangible measures to curbiralm
and terrorist activities. He also stated that tkeent
intensification of activities related to the pegum®cess
had highlighted the need for a strengthening of the
civilian component of the Mission, particularly the
field of political and civil affairs and public
information. Given that UNOMIG remained

the Commonwealth of Independent States, includifge tindispensable for maintaining a situation conducive

continued laying of mines, which also endangers thélian

the search for a political settlement of the catflihe

population and impedes the work of the humanitariap,commended that the Security Council extend the

organizations. The Council demands that both sidake
determined and prompt measures to put a stop td sats,

61 S/PRST/1998/34.
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mandate of the Mission for a further six monthsilunt
31 July 1999.

62 5/1999/60.
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At its 3972nd meeting, held on 28 January 199%licy of ethnic cleansing and might well prompeth
in accordance with the understanding reached in t®curity Council to employ relevant articles of the
prior consultations, the Security Council includdte Charter of the United Nations and bring those
report of the Secretary-General in its agendaesponsible to justice. Expressing grave concerthat
Following the adoption of the agenda, the Presidesécurity conditions in the conflict zone, he stexss
(Brazil), with the consent of the Council, inviteade that, under its current mandate, the peacekeeping
representatives of Georgia and Germany, at thaperation of the CIS had exhausted itself, and the
request, to participate in the discussion withobné t Georgian side was opposed to the extension of the
right to vote. The President then drew the attenttd mandate unless it reflected the realistic objedive
the Council to a draft resolution submitted by Fran provided in the decisions of the numerous summfts o
Germany, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdotine CIS. He also stated that, due to the lack ajppr
and the United State®3. The President also drew thesecurity conditions, UNOMIG was also failing to
attention of the Council to a letter dated 25 Jaguadischarge its functions fully. He reiterated thagd®gia
1999 from the representative of Georgia addressedhad always supported the deployment of a self-
the President of the Security Council, transmittiag protection unit in the zone and that the realities
letter dated 22 January 1999 from the President ioidicated that UNOMIG could not function adequately
Georgia addressed to the Security Council, outfnirwithout one. He maintained that, under the
the position of Georgia and giving theircircumstances, the United Nations could not linself
recommendations on UNOMI& to just reaffirming the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of Georgia, but needed to elaborate pssgi®

At the same meeting, the Minister for Foreig . . :
Affairs of Georgia stated that despite the “pretend I?’or a comprehensive political settlement of the ftioh

. . I . . . in Abkhazia and submit them to the parties for
lull”, the situation in the region was getting wersn

all aspects. The political, socio-economic and émh consideration. He expressed his belief that theu8gc

situations were catastrophic. Despite the efforfs gouncn needed to reaffirm the rights of all refege

) - . nd displaced persons to return to their homese tak
Georgia, the living conditions of the refugees an g
. . . note of the decisions adopted at the December 1998
displaced persons were nothing less than tragicoAl L ; ; : . .
. . . OSCE Ministerial Council meeting in Oslo, which
those factors increased tension in the country an ered principal provisions with regard to the it
threatened the peace and security of the whole P pal p 9

Caucasus region. He informed the Council that Sin%s)gttlement in Abkhazia; welcome bilateral dialogue

the events of May 1998, the extermination of theetween parties; and express readiness to pronhete t

. . ! . region’s economic rehabilitation, in accordance hwit
Georgian population and violence against the retasn the proaress reached in the peace process. He also
in Abkhazia, particularly in the Gali region, haatn prog P P '

ended and the punitive operations by the “so-calleséressed that effective monitoring of the CIS

) ; . lpeacekeeping operation needed to become one of the
Abkhaz militia” were ongoing. Moreover, during thamost important criteria for the activities of UNOM.P5
period, the Abkhaz side had employed all the poimer )
its hands to stall the process of the return of the At the same meeting, the draft resolution was put
refugees and displaced persons to their homes add ko the vote and adopted unanimously as resolution
violated every article of the May 1998 Protocolthat 1225 (1999), which reads:
regard. He expressed his country’s belief that titree
had come for the Security Council to seriously
consider the question of the ethnic cleansing Recalling all its relevant resolutions, in particular

committed by the Abkhaz side againSt the Georgiéﬁsolution 1187 (1998) of 30 July 1998, and thdestent by its

. . . . Pd'esident of 25 November 1998,

population. The international community also neede

to warn the Abkhaz side that further attempts to Having considered the report of the Secretary-General of
obstruct the return of refugees and displaced pergo 20 January 1999,

their homes would be viewed as a continuation & th Noting the letter dated 22 January 1999 from the

President of Georgia to the President of the Ség@ouncil,

The Security Council,

63 5/1999/79.

64 -
S/1999/71. 65 S/PV.3972, pp. 2-4.
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Repertoire of the Practice of the Security Council

Deeply concerned at the continuing tense and unstabléeurope, to prevent hostilities and to give a nevpétus to the

situation in the conflict zone and at the risk efumed fighting,

Deeply concerned also at the continued deadlock in

achieving a comprehensive settlement of the conflin
Abkhazia, Georgia,

Welcoming, in this context, the contribution that the

United Nations Observer Mission in Georgia and tlodective
peacekeeping force of the Commonwealth of Indepeh&eates
have made to stabilizing the situation in the zafeconflict,
noting that the working relationship between thes8don and
the collective peacekeeping force has been goodllakevels,
and stressing the importance of continued closeeoation and
coordination between them in
respective mandates,

Recalling the conclusions of the Lisbon summit of th

Organization for Security and Cooperation in Eurgpgarding
the situation in Abkhazia, Georgia,

the performance of irthe

negotiations within the United Nations-led peaceogass in
order to achieve a comprehensive political settleimeand
welcomes, in this context, the intention of the &¢ary-General
to propose a strengthening of the civilian compdneh the
United Nations Observer Mission in Georgia;

6. Demands that both sides observe strictly the
Agreement on a Ceasefire and Separation of Forsigsed in
Moscow on 14 May 1994, and all their obligations refrain
from the use of force and to resolve disputed isshne peaceful
means only, and calls upon them to display gree¢splve and
willingness to make the Joint Investigation Groumdtional;

7. Expresses its continuing concern at the situation of
refugees and displaced persons, resulting mosntbc&om the
hostilities of May 1998, reaffirms the unacceptélilof the

edemographic changes resulting from the conflict atite

imprescriptible right of all refugees and displaceérsons
affected by the conflict to return to their homes secure

Reaffirming the necessity for the parties strictly to respecgonditions in accordance with international law asdset out in

human rights, expressing its support for the effodf the
Secretary-General to find ways to improve their evance as
an integral part of the work towards a compreheagpelitical
settlement, and noting developments in the workhef United
Nations Human Rights Office in Abkhazia, Georgia,

1. Welcomes the report of the Secretary-General of 8.

20 January 1999;

the Quadripartite Agreement on the Voluntary Retuof
Refugees and Displaced Persons, of 4 April 1994, calls upon
the parties to address this issue urgently by aggeeand
implementing effective measures to guarantee theursty of
those who exercise their unconditional right tauret

Welcomes, in this context, the efforts of the Special
Representative of the Secretary-General to fatditas a first
step, the safe return of refugees and displacedoper to the

2. Expressesits concern at the failure of the parties to g4jj region, and calls upon the parties to resume mtensify

conclude, after bilateral contacts and the Athereeting of 16 to
18 October 1998 on confidence-building measuresgeagents on
security and the non-use of force, the return dlugees and
displaced persons and economic reconstruction, wnges the
parties to resume bilateral negotiations to thid;en

their bilateral dialogue to this end;

9. Condemns the activities by armed groups, including
the continued laying of mines, which endanger theilian
population, impede the work of the humanitarianarigations
and seriously delay the normalization of the sitoratin the Gali

3. Demands that both sides widen their commitmentegion, and deplores the lack of serious effortsthy parties to

to the United Nations-led peace process, contimuesedek and
engage in dialogue, expand their contacts at allele and
display without delay the necessary will to achieuéstantial
results on the key issues of the negotiations, amderlines the
necessity for the parties to achieve an early amehgrehensive
political settlement, which includes a settlementtbe political
status of Abkhazia within the State of Georgia, @ifully

respects the sovereignty and territorial integritf Georgia
within its internationally recognized borders;

bring an end to those activities;

10. Reiterates its demand that both sides take
immediate and determined measures to put a stoputh acts
and ensure that the security environment of allerinational
personnel improves significantly, and welcomes fthst steps
taken in this regard;

11. Reiterates its deep concern regarding the security
of the Mission, welcomes the implementation of meas in

4.  Emphasizes, in this context, that the readiness andhis regard, and requests the Secretary-Generake@p the

ability of the international community to assistethparties
depend on their political will to resolve the canofl through
dialogue and mutual accommodation and on theimacii good
faith to implement promptly concrete measures tasaoringing
about a comprehensive political settlement of theflict;

security of the Mission under constant review;

12.
new period terminating on 31 July 1999, subjectatreview by
the Council of the mandate of the Mission in theemivof any
changes that may be made in the mandate or in thgepce of

5.  Srongly supports the sustained efforts made by thethe collective peacekeeping force of the Commonteaf

Secretary-General and his Special Representativeh wie
assistance of the Russian Federation, in its capaeais
facilitator, as well as of the Group of Friendstbk Secretary-
General and the Organization for Security and Coafen in

908

Independent States;

13. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to keep
the Council regularly informed and to report aftaree months
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Chapter VII1. Consideration of questions under
theresponsibility of the Security Council for the
maintenance of international peace and security

from the date of the adoption of the present resofuon the 6 April 1999 from the representative of the Russian

situation in Abkhazia, Georgia; Federation addressed to the Secretary-General,
14. Expresses its intention to conduct a thorough transmitting the text of a decision on further mees

review of the operation at the end of its curreranuate, in the to settle the conflict in Abkhazia, adopted in Mosc

light of steps taken by the parties to achieve apeehensive on 2 April 1999 by the Council of Heads of Statetlod
settlement; CIS 67

15. Decidesto remain actively seized of the matter. At the same meeting, the President made the

. i following statement on behalf of the Coun€#i:
Decision of 7 May 1999 (3997th meeting):

statement by the President The Security Council has considered the reportthed
Secretary-General of 21 April 1999 concerning thteiaion in
On 21 April 1999, pursuant to Security Councihbkhazia, Georgia.

reso'qtlon 1225 (1999)’ the Secretar.y-Ge.,-neraI The Council reiterates its demand that both sidéden
Sme'tt_ed to the Council a report on the_sﬂuatmn their commitment to the United Nations-led peacecess,
Abkhazia and an update on UNOMS$E.n his report, continue to seek and engage in dialogue, expani Hilteral
the Secretary-General informed the Council that @ntacts and display without delay the necessatytwiachieve
valuable opportunity to take a step forward in pe@ace substantial results on the key issues of the negotis, and
process had been missed due to the failure to reaterlines the necessity for the parties to achiamneearly and
agreement in January 1999 on the terms for thermetd:omprehenswe political settlement, which inclugesettlement

. ... .. on the political status of Abkhazia within the $taif Georgia,
of refugees and measures for economic rehabilitatio

. which fully respects the sovereignty and territbriategrity of
O_V_er the past three_ _months It ha_d_ taken all tlh@eorgia within its internationally recognized borsle
diligence of the military and political staff of

UNOMIG to preserve and slightly improve on the The _Council reaffirms_ the unacceptabili_ty of the
. . . P demographic changes resulting from the conflict atite
lessening of tension in the area of responsibibtythe

T imprescriptible right of all refugees and displaceérsons
Mission that had resulted from the 21 December lg%ﬁected by the conflict to return to their homes $ecure

meeting in Gali. However, the situation was not yelnditions, and calls upon the parties to address issue
such that the operational restrictions imposed lo& turgently by agreeing and implementing effective sgas to
Mission in February 1998 could be lifted or thatrem guarantee the security of those who exercise thegonditional
or all of the team bases could be reopened. THghtto return.
Secretary-General stressed that a further improveme The Council welcomes in this context the decisidrthe
of the security situation, based on tangible measixy Council of Heads of State of the Commonwealth afdpendent
the two sides, would be required before UNOMIG waStates of 2 April 1999 on further measures to eetfle conflict
able to return to its pre-February 1998 operationH) Abkhazia, Georgia. The Council notes the conidos of the
pattern and, in that way, increase its presencalin eighth session of the Coord|‘nat|ng Council of theo®ian and
. P Abkhaz sides held on 29 April 1999.
parts of its area of responsibility. Only then waul
UNOMIG be able to fully implement the mandate The Council expresses its deep concern at theriibf
entrusted to it by the Security Council. He statkdt the parties to reach an agreement on the termshioreturn of
two specific actions by the parties would signifity refugees an_d dlspla_c_ed persons to the _Gall regrah raeasures
. . . . for economic rehabilitation. The Council stresshe need for
help to improve the situation on the ground: thd fu )
. : . them to conclude urgently such an agreement, whictuld
Separ"’.‘t'on of forC.eS. frgm th.e C.easef're “n? and thake it possible for the international community garticipate
establishment of a joint investigation mechanism. in this effort, as well as an agreement on peaat guarantees

At its 3997th meeting, held on 7 May 1999 ir{or the prevention of armed confrontation.

accordance with the understanding reached in i pr The Council welcomes the improvements in the siegur
consultations, the Security Council included thpar Situation, but notes that the general situatiomhie conflict zone
of the Secretary-General in its agenda. Followihg t Still *emains tense and unstable.
adoption of the agenda, the President (Gabon) then
drew the attention of the Council to a letter dated e75/1999/392.
- 68 S/PRST/1999/11.

66 5/1999/460.
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The Council urges the parties to exercise grestraet in
their responses to any incidents arising on theugdoand to
take concrete steps to improve their cooperatiorthis field.
The Council demands that both sides take immediatel
determined measures to put a stop to the activibgsarmed
groups, including the continued laying of minesdda establish
a climate of confidence allowing refugees and dispd persons
to return. The Council further demands that bottesi ensure a
full separation of forces from the ceasefire lime,accordance
with the ceasefire protocol signed on 25 May 19%8d
establish a joint investigation mechanism withowttfier delay.

The Council welcomes the continued contributioattthe
United Nations Observer Mission in Georgia and tlodective
peacekeeping force of the Commonwealth of Indepeh&eates
have made to stabilizing the situation in the zoheonflict and
notes that the working relationship between thedwis and the
collective peacekeeping force has remained good.

The Council reaffirms the importance it attachesthe
security of the Mission and of all internationalrpennel and
recalls the obligations of both sides in this rejafFhe Council
welcomes the steps taken to enhance the operatiotsecurity
of the Mission.

The Council strongly supports the sustained effanade
by the Secretary-General and his Special Repreteetwith the
assistance of the Russian Federation, in its capaeis
facilitator, as well as of the Group of Friendstbk Secretary-
General and the Organization for Security and Coapen in
Europe to prevent hostilities, to protect humanhtggand to
advance a settlement.

Decision of 30 July 1999 (4029th meeting):
resolution 1255 (1999)

Georgia, the Secretary-General recommended that the
Security Council extend the mandate of UNOMIG for a
further six-month period, ending on 31 January 2000

At its 4029th meeting, held on 30 July 1999 in
accordance with the understanding reached in i@ pr
consultations, the Security Council included thpae
of the Secretary-General in its agenda. Followihg t
adoption of the agenda, the President (Malaysiabh w
the consent of the Council, invited the represewnest
of Georgia and Germany, at their request, to paodie
in the discussion without the right to vote. The
President then drew the attention of the Councilato
draft resolution prepared in the course of the Galim
prior consultation§® The President also drew the
attention of the Council to letters dated 19, 24 an
22 July 1999, respectively, from the representatiVe
Georgia addressed to the President of the Security
Council;’* and a letter dated 21 July 1999 from the
representative of Georgia to the Secretary-General,
transmitting a number of documents and statements
relating to the situation in Abkhazi&.

At the same meeting, the Minister for Foreign
Affairs of Georgia stated that the peace process wa
stalled, and that despite his country’s joint eféothere
had been no tangible progress in the course of
negotiations that could break the existing impasse.
stated that the time had come for the Security @dun
to clearly point to the unacceptability of the stagon
and to categorically urge the Abkhaz side to take

On 20 July 1999, pursuant to Security COuncﬁonstructive action. He maintained that the Council

resolution 1225 (1999), the
submitted to the Council a report on the situatian

Secretary-GenerQ

|eeded to recall the decisions of the Budapest and
Lisbon summits of the Organization for Security and

Abkhazia, and an update on UNOMS$&In his report Cooperation in Europe and to stress that obstractio

the Secretary-General

progress in the negotiations process aimed at tH8

stated that, while achieviﬁae return of the refugees and displaced persons wa

R thing but a continuation of the policy of ethnic

comprehensive settlement of the conflict remainecdeans'ng' That provision would  trigger adequate

difficult, contacts between the sides had continted
grow. At the same time, the key issues of the satént

process remained unresolved. He informed the Coung

that in the security field, the recent improvemeirnts
the security situation along the line of separatmh

forces and the efforts of both sides to produces¢ho - . .
but the fulle expressed his belief that the Council needed to

improvements were noted with approval,

separation of forces remained to be accomplishe%e
Noting that UNOMIG continued to play an essentia{?

role in the stabilization of the situation in Abkta,

69.5/1999/805.

910

action on the part of the Council, in line with thpirit
and the letter of the Charter of the United NatioHe

|so stated that the decision of the Abkhaz authesi

to hold “so-called presidential elections” in thetamn

of 1999 was one more attempt to establish the
demographic changes resulting from the conflictd an

verely condemn the intention of the Abkhaz side t
old such “elections”, declare it unlawful and sty

705/1999/832.
715/1999/801, S/1999/813 and S/1999/814.
72 5/1999/509.
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Chapter VII1. Consideration of questions under
theresponsibility of the Security Council for the
maintenance of international peace and security

warn the Abkhaz authorities that such action miglsteps to enhance the effectiveness of the CIS
damage the peace process. He reiterated the supponpeacekeeping force in order to ensure the secudfity
Georgia for the idea of introducing a self-proteati the international personnel of the United NatiGfis.
unit into the cqnfhct zone an_d stated that he giuu Several speakers made statements reiterating the
that the Council should require the Secretary-Geher .
) - “necessity of a peaceful settlement based on the

to resume consultations on the proposal for the st ST . .

o reed territorial integrity of Georgia. They expressedcern
outin his 11 May 1998 report. He also emphasi t over the refugee situation and called on partiesetzh
the future of the CIS peacekeeping operation reedin 9 P

a problem, and that Georgia believed that the CF\;Scredlble agreement. Regarding the security dinat

cacekeening operation would be fully functionalvon some speakers called on both sides to preventdurth
P ping op y Yo ihcidents. The representatives of France and Algant

after the implementation of the prmupal deCISIOnstated that the elections planned in Abkhazia nddde
adopted at the recent summits of the CIS, : L
e regarded as illegitimafe.

Unfortunately, the Abkhaz side was blocking the

fulfilment of those decisions, leaving the CIS At the same meeting, the draft resolution was put

peacekeepers in the conflict zone with an expiread the vote and adopted unanimously as resolution

mandate. Finally, he expressed his country’s255 (1999), which reads:

disappointment that cooperation between the United

Nations and OSCE on resolving the conflict wasl stil

lagging. He suggested that the Security Councissr Recalling all its relevant resolutions, in particular

the importance of the decision adopted at the Ogjgrolution 1225 (1999) of 28 January 1999, andstaéement by
o . . . . _|ts President of 7 May 1999,

Ministerial meeting of OSCE in December 1998, which

provided fundamental provisions with regard to the Having considered the report of the Secretary-General of

comprehensive political settlement of the conflastd 20 July 1999,

which constituted a programme for the promotion of  Taking note of the letter dated 19 July 1999 from the

the cooperation between the United Nations arRlesident of Georgia to the Secretary-General,

OSCE73 . . ) .
Stressing that, notwithstanding positive developments on

The representative of the Russian Federatiime issues, the lack of progress on key issuesaof
expressed his country’s concern at the lack of mEsg comprehensive settlement of the conflict in AbklazGeorgia,
on key aspects of the settlement and noted that t'ﬁémaccemable'
most acute problem remained the return of refugees Deeply concerned at the continuing volatile situation in
the Gali region. He stressed that it was importiait the conflict zone, welcoming in this regard the on@ant
the parties demonstrate the necessary resolve ignd Scontributions that the United Nations Observer Nbss in

Georgia and the collective peacekeeping force ofe th
the document that they had “virtually agreed uponCommonweaIth of Independent States continue to make

which would open the way to resolving Othetétabilizing the situation in the zone of confligtpting that the
settlement-related problems. He noted that theyrking relationship between the Mission and thelemive
cooperation between the United Nations and CIS wasacekeeping force has been good at all levels saedsing the

taking place strictly on the basis of Chapter Wflthe importance of continuing and increasing close ceafien and
Charter and that the activities of the CIS peacpkeg coordingtion between them in the performance of irthe
forces were backed by the relevant resolutionshef t"éSPective mandates,

Security Council, which had repeatedly welcomedrthe Recalling the conclusions of the Lisbon summit of the
important contribution in helping to stabilize theOrganization for Security and Cooperation in Europgarding
situation in the conflict zone. He pointed out thathe situationin Abkhazia, Georgia,

while his delegation attached great importancehe t Reaffirming the necessity for the parties strictly to respect
guestion of security in the area of the Georgiarkdz human rights, and expressing its support for thiered of the
conflict, the situation in the region had improved,
although it remained fragile. The representative 74pp. 6-7.

informed the Council that his Government had taken 7°lbid., pp. 5-6 (Germany); p. 7 (United Kingdom); &
(France); p. 8 (United States); p. 9 (China); apd $-10
(Argentina).

The Security Council,

73 S/PV.4029, pp. 4-5.
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Secretary-General to find ways to improve their evance as
an integral part of the work towards a compreheagpelitical
settlement,

8. Welcomes, in this context, the efforts of the Special
Representative of the Secretary-General to fatditas a first
step, the safe return of refugees and displacedoper to the

Gali region, and emphasizes, in this regard, thet tasting

203 Il.lggs\a/yelcomes the report of the Secretary-General 0freturn of the refugees cannot be ensured withoantrete results
uly ’ from the bilateral dialogue between the partiesjohproduce
2. Demands that the parties to the conflict widen andthe necessary security and legal guarantees;

deepen their commitment to the United Nations-ledaqe
process, continue to expand their dialogue and aaiatat all
levels and display without delay the necessary wadllachieve
substantial results on the key issues of the nagotis;

9. Takes note with appreciation of the agreements
reached at the meetings of 16 to 18 October 1998 ano
9 June 1999, hosted respectively by the GovernmehSreece
and Turkey, aimed at building confidence, improvisgcurity

3.  Srongly supports the sustained efforts of theand developing cooperation, and calls upon the igarto
Secretary-General and his Special Representativeh whe €nhance their efforts to implement those decisidns an
assistance of the Russian Federation, in its capaeis €ffective and comprehensive manner, notably atptespective
facilitator, as well as of the Group of Friendsthe Secretary- meeting in Yalta at the invitation of the Governmef Ukraine;

General and the Organization for Security and Coapen in 10. Demands that both sides observe strictly the

Europe to promote the sta‘b||‘|zat|on‘ OT the snua_tzmd_ to give Agreement on a Ceasefire and Separation of Forsigsied in
new impetus to the negotiations within the Unitedtins-led Moscow on 14 May 1994, and takes note with apptémia in

peace process in order to achleye a comprehensom%u.:pl this context, of the substantial progress repottesards setting
settlement, and commends the tireless efforts @& tatiring up a joint investigation mechanism for violations the

Special Representative of the Secretary-General LiWiu Bota, Agreement, as well as of the greater restraint @sed by the

in carrying out his mandate; parties along the line of separation of forces;

4. Emphasizes, in this context, that the readiness and 11.  Condemns the ongoing activities by armed groups,

3b'“tyd0f thti !nterr:_e:'tlor;al _I(I:otmmumtly t(:h as&_stftlattl;]partlehs which endanger the civilian population, impede therk of the
epend on their pofitical will to resolve the cantitnrough 4 nitarian organizations and seriously delay

dl_alogug and mutual accommodation and on the|mgcm_ gqod normalization of the situation in the Gali regioreiterates its

faith to implement pr_omptly_ (_:oncrete measures t“j'_“d"””g'”g concern regarding the security of the United Nadiddbserver

about a comprehensive political settlement of theflict; Mission in Georgia, welcomes the implementationnodasures
5. Underlines the necessity for the parties to achievén this regard, and requests the Secretary-Genterddeep the

an early and comprehensive political settlementiclincludes security of the Mission under constant review;

a settlement on the political status of Abkhazidahwi the State 12 Decides to extend the mandate of the Mission for a

9f Geprgla, which fl.J”y r(_aspect_s th? sover_e|gnt3d atarntgnal new period terminating on 31 January 2000, subjea review
integrity of Georgia W'thm Its internationally regnized by the Council of the mandate of the Mission in theent of any
borders, and supports the intention of the Secye@eneral and changes that may be made in the mandate or in tesepce of

gs Spemalél dReptr_esent_atlve_{ n clos_et cooperfatlc_)lfzhtvwéle the collective peacekeeping force of the Commonthealf
ussian Federation, in its capacity as facilitatothe Independent States;

Organization for Security and Cooperation in Eurcgred the
Group of Friends of the Secretary-General, to aorgito submit 13. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to keep
the Council regularly informed and to report thmeenths from

proposals for the consideration of the parties loa distribution
of constitutional competences between Thilisi ank!8imi as the date of the adoption of the present resolutinrithe situation
in Abkhazia, Georgia;

part of a comprehensive settlement;
6. Considers the holding of self-styled elections in 14. Expresses its intention to conduct a thorough
review of the operation at the end of its currergnmate, in the

Abkhazia, Georgia, unacceptable and illegitimate;
. R . . light of steps taken by the parties to achieve amp@®hensive
7. Expresses its continuing concern at the situation Ofsettlement-

refugees and displaced persons, resulting, in aer, from the
hostilities of May 1998, reaffirms the unacceptépilof the
demographic changes resulting from the conflict atite
imprescriptible right of all refugees and displaceeérsons
affected by the conflict to return to their homes s$ecure
conditions in accordance with international law aglset out in
the Quadripartite Agreement on the Voluntary Retuof
Refugees and Displaced Persons, of 4 April 1994, ealls upon
the parties to address this issue urgently by aggeeand
implementing effective measures to guarantee theursty of
those who exercise their unconditional right tauret

the

15. Decidesto remain actively seized of the matter.

Decision of 12 November 1999 (4065th
meeting): statement by the President

On 22 October 1999, pursuant to Security
Council resolution 1255 (1999), the Secretary-Gaher
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theresponsibility of the Security Council for the
maintenance of international peace and security

submitted to the Council a report on the situatian proposals to both sides on the distribution of ¢@atonal
Abkhazia and an update on UNOMT&.In his report, competences between Tbilisi and Sukhumi, as part aof

the Secretary-General welcomed the acceleration Wprehensive settlement, with full respect for gowereignty

. .and territorial integrity of Georgia within its iatnationally
bilateral contacts at all levels between the Geangi recognized borders, working in close cooperationthwthe

and Abkhaz sides. He reiterated that the Georgiah agssian Federation, in its capacity as facilitattie Group of
Abkhaz sides needed to take the first concrete Stﬁﬁ)ends of the Secretary.GeneraL and the Orga'mjmaﬁor
towards the full return of refugees and internallgecurity and Cooperation in Europe.

dI.SpIace.d person% While t.he Sec“”tY .Sltuatlon had The Council reiterates its demand that the parteeshe
slightly improved in the Gali and Zugdidi sectonsda conflict widen and deepen their commitment to theited
the number of incidents had decreased, the hostag@tions-led peace process, in particular by resgmiagular
taking incident of 13 October 1999 had once agaifeetings of the Coordinating Council and of its kiag groups,
shown the precariousness of the situation in whigind agrees with the Secretary-General that theyt ewrsgtinue to
UNOMIG operated. He stressed that UNOMIG wageet regularly, regardless of the constraints ahdstic politics.
keeping its security arrangement under constarievev The Council calls upon the parties to agree upoa tntake, in

in order to ensure the hiahest possible level ciusi the nearest future, the first concrete steps towahe full return
for its staff 9 P Yy to Abkhazia, Georgia, of refugees and internallyspdaced
or Its start.

persons in safe, secure and dignified conditionse Touncil

At its 4065th meeting, held on 12 Novembeti,eminds the parties that this would enable the ¢ffof the

1999 in accordance with the understanding reachedulnlted Nations High Commissioner for Refugees toyide

. . . ) o substantial material assistance. The Council rates its view
its prior consultations, the Security Council indéd on the unacceptability of any action by the Abkheadership in

the report of the Secretary-General in its agendgntravention of the principles of the sovereigatyd territorial
Following the adoption of the agenda, the Presideintegrity of Georgia.

(Slovenia), with the consent of the Council, indtthe The Council notes with satisfaction that the ségur

_represe_ntatlve_ of Qeorgla, at _h's request, to pigate gy ation has improved slightly, in particular inetreduction of
in the discussion without the right to vote. tension along the line of separation of forces, leshioting the
Ij:])grsistent precariousness of the security of Unifedtions
pérsonnel. The Council reiterates its condemnatiwn the
hostage-taking of seven United Nations personnel®®ctober
The Security Council has considered the reporttias 1999, welcomes thg release of the hostages, ards®s that the
Secretary-General of 22 October 1999 concerningsiheation Perpetrators of this unacceptable act should beughb to
in Abkhazia, Georgia. justice. The Council welcomes the fact that the tgaiNations
Observer Mission is keeping its security arrangetseander
The Council warmly welcomes the appointment otonstant review in order to ensure the highest iptsdevel of
Mr. Dieter Boden as resident Special Representativethe security for its staff.
Secretary-General, and hopes the parties will des &s an

opportune moment to give renewed impetus to thecketor a The Council pays tribute to Mr. Liviu Bota for his
political settlement. valuable work while serving as Special Represemgatf the

Secretary-General. The Council welcomes the impurta

The Council welcomes the acceleration of bilateradontributions that the Mission and the collectiveapekeeping
contacts at all levels between the Georgian andhalaksides force of the Commonwealth of Independent Statestinae to
and calls upon them to continue to expand theirtacts. make in stabilizing the situation in the zone ofnflct, notes
that the working relationship between the Missiondathe
collective peacekeeping force has been good ateakls, and
stresses the importance of continuing and increps@fose
cooperation and coordination between them in thdopmance
of their respective mandates.

At the same meeting, the President made t
following statement on behalf of the Couné€fl:

The Council notes with grave concern that
notwithstanding positive developments on some issueo
progress has been made on the key issues of thkement,
particularly the core issue of the status of AbkhazfGeorgia.
The Council therefore strongly supports the intentiof the
Special Representative to submit as soon as pesdilother
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