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Senior Citizen Deferral 
[RCW 84.38) 

Who Qualifies? 'o 
The 'claimant' must be at least Ein years old, or must be retired due to physical 
disability, or must be a survivi~g spouse at least 5 7 years old. Ttie household 
income must be less than $3'1,000 per year. The claimant must own the house 
or residence and it must be his/her principal place of residence. 

Procedure 
To defer an assessment, the claimant must file a form with the County 
Assessor's office no later than 30 days before the assessment is due. Thereafter 
the assessor determines whether the claimant is eligible for renewal. It is the 
claimant's responsibility to file the paperwork necessary for renewal of the 
deferral each year. 

Collection and P._c;i_yment 
When assessments are deferred under RCW 84.38, the State acquires a lien on 
the property for up to 80 % of the equity value of the property, which bears 
interest at 8 % per year. The State pays the City for yearly assessments deferred 
under this program. 

Length of Deferral 
The length of deferral is indefinite, with deferred assessments and interest 
payable to the State upon sale of the property, death of the claimant (except 
when there is a surviving spouse), condemnation of the property or if the 
claimant ceases to reside in the residence. 
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