To read a statement of support from Rutgers faculty and staff, see this letter.
Jewish Students may add their name to this letter by completing this form.

A Letter from Jewish Students of Rutgers University

Since October 7th, a great deal has been written about the experiences of Jewish students
at Rutgers University. Very little of it has been written by Jewish students at Rutgers. We, the
undersigned Jewish students and recent graduates of Rutgers University, would like to share our
experiences of the past academic year in the hope of conveying the hurt, pain, and isolation that
many of us have suffered and suggesting ways that the entire university community might do
better in the future, not just to support its Jewish students, but to create a more tolerant climate
for all its members.

On October 7th we were horrified watching as 1200 of our brothers and sisters were
slaughtered by Hamas in southern Israel, with hundreds being taken hostage into Gaza. Later, we

learned that these brutal killings and abductions came with the added horror of mass rape. Some

of us knew those who were killed or those still being held hostage by Hamas. These horrors
recalled the darkest moments in Jewish history. The pogroms of Russia, the Farhud, the
Holocaust, all were emulated on October 7th by Hamas.

Equally shocking was the way in which we were abandoned in the following days and
months. People we once considered our friends celebrated Hamas's atrocities. Our peers
defended this act of “resistance,” calling it justified and deserved. We should have been prepared
for this. All throughout Jewish history our slaughter and persecution have been justified.

99 ¢¢

Whether in the name of “religion,” “ethnic purity,” or (in our case) “decolonization,” the murder
of Jews is always given a “reason” that justifies our deaths. And in the year 2023 (and still in
2024) we, the Jews at Rutgers University, were condemned as “colonizers” or “perpetrators of
genocide” deserving of these atrocities.

Student groups connected to national organizations quickly mobilized in support of terror,
conveying to us that we would not be safe and welcome at the university many of us called

99 ¢¢

home. With chants of “colonizers go home,” “globalize the intifada,” and “from water to water
Palestine is Arab,” these groups made abundantly clear to us and the broader university

community how they felt. They took over university buildings, shut down university events, and


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1q1VHnyL2jazxXYt9dQjsI43OnWjeaQRp5gBgniubcDk/edit
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/12/28/world/middleeast/oct-7-attacks-hamas-israel-sexual-violence.html
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/the-farhud
https://www.adl.org/resources/backgrounder/slogan-globalize-intifada

by staging an unauthorized encampment and forcing the delay of thousands' final exams, they
forced their way into influencing university policy. In short, they have taken over our university.

These students weren't alone. They had the support of many faculty and staff who guided
them in tactics of intimidation and menacing protest, and those faculty and staff members
ultimately assisted the students in negotiating their demands with the administration. The actions
of these faculty and staff have only added to the isolation experienced by Jewish students. Some
of them have allowed for and perpetuated antisemitic behavior in their own classrooms. Jewish
students have been forced to leave classes and in some cases change their areas of study
altogether.

We have no objection to pro-Palestinian protests occuring on our campus. To the
contrary, we want our administration to permit protests of all kinds, protect free speech,
encourage difficult conversations, and foster dialogue. But what we have witnessed over the past
seven months has been none of this. Student groups that actively prevented the speech and
expression of others have faced no accountability. Yes, we are thankful that President Holloway
has justly defended and reaffirmed our relationship with Tel Aviv University. However, if we
want to make our campus a better place, it needs to start with the enforcement of the code of

conduct. We only ask that the rules outlined by the university be enforced and that the flagrant

violators of these rules immediately face consequences.

So, we ask the administration simply to uphold its promise to us of a beloved community,

one in which Judaism and the Jewish people's historic connection to Israel are understood,
appreciated, and respected. Our desire is nothing more than for our university to once again
become a place where all peoples are welcome and treated equally, in a tolerant environment

where we can all pursue knowledge in a spirit of peace and empathy for others.

Jewish Students may add their name to this letter by completing this form.

Signed:

Joe Gindi SASHP 26

Raquel (Kelly) Shapiro SOE 25
Yosef Fruhman SAS 25
Elisheva Hermann RBS 24
Mitch Wolf RBS 25


https://policies.rutgers.edu/B.aspx?BookId=11912&PageId=459229
https://www.rutgers.edu/beloved-community

Ari Kolb SOE 24

Yosef Greenwood RBHS 25
Noam Goldwasser SAS '24
Shira Held SEBS '25

Leah Jablongkb SAS 27
Meital Eisenberger SAS 24
Tziporah Zwickler GSAPP 27
Jesse Lerner SOE '25

Shir Gur SAS 24

Jonathan Pavel SOE 26
Jessica Rappaport RBHS 27
Ma'ayan Schlissel SOE 27
Alexa Prowisor SEBS 27
Ben Stern SAS '27

Mia Prowisor SAS 24

Ariel Chananashvili SHP '27
Jesse Felder-Pfaff SOE '26
Libby Meir SEBS 25

Eliana Wasserman SAS 26
Gaby Gotesman SOE '27
Shay Poppers MGSA '24
Rivka Schafer SEBS 27
Benjamin Muchnick SAS 25
Meital Hirschkorn SOE '27
Waylen Glass SC&I 24
Gina Arakanchi SASHP 24
Shoshana Blech SOE 25
Naomi Kutin SAS '24
Camilla Vaynberg SAS '25
Jacqueline Krantz School of Social Work '24
Antonio Perrotta SGS 27



Zachary Schwartz SOE '25
Efraim Kooijmans RBS 27
Guy wassermann Sas 25
Sarah Goldfield Social work '24
Adam Gluck SAS 25

Omri Green SAS '25

Ben Steiner SAS 27

Steven Olshin SSW "25
Matthew Shafritz SAS 26
Aaron Lipton SOE 25

Daniel Cohen Edward J. Bloustein School '26
Aryeh Sheinson SOE 25
Sophia Khodorkovsky SAS 27
Taylor Shaw SAS 26

Yaakov Burton SOE '25

Eva Woods SAS 26

Eli Seligman SAS '27

Rachel Rostan SAS 27

Ben Greenberg SOE 26

Meira Barenholtz SAS 27
Eden Keinan GSAPP 27
Maya Stein SAS 26

Edie Solomon SOE 26

Erin Grossman SOE 25
Miriam Meghnagi RWIMS '26
Noam Milman SOE '27
Shulamis Halon GSAPP 27
Raquel Arakanchi SAS 26
Ari Green SAS "25

Rose Brannen SON 27

Tehila Shedlo SEBS 24



Eliana Birnbaum SAS 24
Abe Tsvik SPH 24
Rachel Burack SAS 26
Reuven Fishkin SAS 26
Rena Rachlin SAS 24
Esther Gindi RBS 26
Eliav Baron RBS 26

Ally Dearson SAS "25
Alex Plitnick RBS "25
Rachel E. Delancey SPAA 24
Atara Elk SAS 26

Nessa Raskin SAS 26
Sapir Filhart SAS 27
Naomi Butler SAS 24
Rafi Flancbaum SAS '25
Gabriela Rubin SAS 26
Dorie Rappaport SAS '24
Justin Bero SAS 27

Nava Chefitz MGSA 25
Michael Ilin SAS 25
Amanda Escava SEBS 26
Eitan Weinberg SOE 27
Sarah Shiner EJB 25
Amit Bitansky RBS '27
Sigal Gottschalk SAS '27
Lauren Zoneraich GSAPP 27
Benjamin cypess Sas 27
Meredith Brooks SPAA 24
Arianna Solomon SAS 26
Elliott Tamarkin SAS 27
Ginger Ammar SAS 26



Max Hanan SAS "25

Lior Duerr SEBS 27
Jessica Roth SAS 25
Hannah Teitelbaum SAS '27
Matan Hochman SAS '24
Isaac Mendelson SC&I 24
Max Schilowitz SC&I '26
Eden Schechter SAS 24
Matthew Levine RBS 24
Micha Steinerman MSGA 26
Ashley Katz SAS 27

Liora Picker SAS '25
Daniel Nakhimovich SAS 25
Yosef Kaplan SAS 26
Nechama Friedman SAS/SCI 26
Nathan Sragow SAS 26
Adina Boyd SAS 24
Michael Wolf SAS 27

Jordi Dube SAS "25

Emma Freund SAS 27
Tikvah Shapiro SAS 26
Hallel Redner SEBS '25
Rachel rosenblatt Sas 26
Maya Brisman SAS 25
Sophia Trigub RBS "25
Talia Adelsohn SON 27
Carly Singer RBS '27
Alexander Brand SOE 26
Emily Jurkevich RBS 24
Maya Zabari RLS 26

Alan Levita SAS '25



Judah Lazar Gross SAS 24
Joshua Landskroner SEBS 27
Daniel Teytel SAS '24
Ettie Cohen RLS 26

Ryan Riger RLS 24

Nessa Lippe SAS 25
Shoshana Weinstein SAS '24
Odelia Shedlo SAS 27
Pam Brewster RLS '26
Skyler Bolkin RLS 27
Avraham Sommer SGS 26
Edo Hakimian RBS 26
Jacob Zimmerman SOE "26
Finola Dickson SEBS 26
David Gitelman SAS 27
Esther Sebbag SAS 26
Noa Strupinsky SOE '26
Adam Tropper SAS 24
David Dweck RBS 27
Shayna Solkowitz SAS '25
Liyah Rozett SAS '27
Moshe Golubtchik SAS and SC&I '24 and '25
Hannah Cone MGSA 24
Shimshy Gordon SOE '27
Arielle Krinitz SAS 26
Mark Schmidt SAS 25
Hallie Gordon SOE "25
Carmel Bader SOE 24
Eden Shavit SC&I '26

Jack Greenberg SOE 24
Samuel David SAS 26



Emily Friedman SAS '24
Hannah Finkelshteyn Mason Gross 25



