This letter has been organized by Rutgers JFAS (Jewish Faculty, Administrators, and Staff), a
grassroots organization whose mission is to address and mitigate the effects of antisemitism and
anti-Israel bias on our campuses, and to help create a positive, supportive campus climate
characterized by reasonableness, collegiality, and intellectual diversity.

Rutgers faculty and staff may add their names to this letter by completing this form.
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Rutgers Faculty and Staff in Support of Our Jewish Students

We, the undersigned faculty and staff of Rutgers University, write as a painful and difficult
school year comes to a close. Not long ago, many of us considered antisemitism to be largely a
thing of the past—and certainly not something that regularly interfered with our work, our
relationships with colleagues, or our daily lives. But since the Hamas massacres of October 7,
2023, campus antisemitism reached historic levels and affected many of us deeply. According to
a new survey from Hillel International, 51% percent of Jewish students nationwide reported
disruptions in their ability to attend class this year, 20% said that they were physically blocked
from attending a class, and 30% said that protests made them scared to be on campus. We fully
support our Jewish students who have testified to their experiences with antisemitism on the
Rutgers campuses this year.

We have also witnessed and experienced antisemitism ourselves. In the whirl of media coverage,
it has been easy for outsiders to lose sight of the sheer number and severity of disruptive and
antisemitic incidents. Our university has seen, among other incidents:

e the ongoing celebration of the heinous October 7 terrorist attack by Hamas that included
sexual atrocities, burning victims alive, beheadings, and abduction;

e the denial of those events and the refusal to acknowledge the hostages, including U.S.
citizens, being held by Hamas;

e calls for continued violence through a “globalized intifada,

necessary,” and other menacing slogans;

a death threat against Israeli students;

a Jewish student whose likeness was used on anti-Israel posters without her permission;

the unauthorized occupation of buildings by anti-Israel protesters;

the sustained disruption of campus events, including a planned town hall by Rutgers

President Jonathan Holloway;

e the heckling and shouting down of a professor when he offered to engage in dialogue
following a propagandistic anti-Israel event, and, subsequently, the online targeting of the
same professor over that offer to engage in dialogue;

e an instructor falsely telling her class that feminism is incompatible with Zionism;

e the threatened abridgement of a student’s right to quietly hold an Israeli flag on the
sidewalk as an act of counterprotest;

e the harassment, bullying, and following of Jews who pass by anti-Israel protests;

99 ¢

resistance by any means


https://ejewishphilanthropy.com/most-jewish-college-students-say-anti-israel-protests-disrupted-their-classes-a-quarter-say-they-faced-physical-or-verbal-assault/?af=&gs=
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e the improper use of neutral university resources (libraries, cultural centers, official social
media accounts, common spaces, etc.) to promote a false and pernicious anti-Israel
narrative;

e the regular use of university resources for propagandistic lectures and programs that
vilify Israel and fail to present a balanced or nuanced view;

e the spread of blood libels and other demonizing claims against our colleagues and friends
at Tel Aviv University and across Israeli academia; and

e the improper use of class time in a wide range of subject areas for campaigning in support
of a resolution to boycott and divest from Israel, itself an act of discrimination, and the
silencing and heckling of Jewish students who attempted to speak against the boycott
vote.

Some of these incidents were addressed through the disciplinary process. But others failed to
elicit any formal university response. While some university leaders have displayed good
intentions, their words and deeds have been incommensurate with the magnitude of the problem.

Throughout the year, Jewish student groups and faculty groups have asked the university
administration formally and informally to clarify and adhere to its own policies and Code of
Conduct. These groups have also asked the university administration to take steps to improve the
campus climate, including the implementation of mandatory antisemitism training. The
encampment that protesters staged at Rutgers - New Brunswick in the first week of May,
resulting in the disruption of final exams for hundreds of students—along with the encampment
that continues even now at Rutgers - Newark—represent the culmination of a year in which
university policies were too often ignored, overridden, or addressed belatedly. Few preventive
steps were taken. As a result, the entire university community has suffered through the disruption
of normal university operations and an often chaotic and intimidating environment on our
campuses.

The administration’s decision to accede to the demands of the encampment protesters
undermines the principles of shared governance, and it elevates the voices of a radical few above
those of the more reasonable whole. It does a disservice not just to Jewish students, faculty, and
staff, but to the entire university community.

We join our students in calling on the university administration to take immediate steps to limit
disruption and violations of university rules and to mitigate the effects of antisemitism on our
campuses. We cannot afford another year like the last one. All Rutgers students, faculty, and staff
must be able return to the business of teaching and scholarship within a beloved community.
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Irina Benenson, Associate Professor, School of Nursing, Rutgers Biomedical & Health
Sciences

Tom Benhamou, Hill Assistant Professor, Department of Mathematics, School of Arts &
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Vera Bergelson, Distinguished Professor of Law, Rutgers Law School - Newark

Hila Feldman Berger, AVP for Research Regulatory Affairs, Office for Research, Rutgers
University
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Wood Johnson Medical School, Rutgers Health

Alison Bernstein, Assistant Professor, Pharmacology and Toxicology, Ernest Mario
School of Pharmacy, Rutgers Biomedical & Health Sciences

Sarah Berryman, Web Technician, School of Arts and Sciences, Rutgers-New Brunswick
Donna Binstein, Conference Services Manager, Rutgers University Inn and Conference
Center - New Brunswick

Elizabeth Binstein, Manager of Admin Services, Robert Wood Johnson Medical School,
Rutgers Health

Amy Bitterman, Associate Clinical Professor of Law, Rutgers Law School, Newark
Morit Blank, Center for Organizational Leadership, School of Arts and Sciences,
Rutgers-New Brunswick

Carey Bloom, Business Manager, Institute for Nicotine and Tobacco Studies, Rutgers -
New Brunswick
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Danica Brozowski, Teaching Assistant and Graduate Students, Psychology, School of
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Michael Carrier, Board of Governors Professor, Rutgers Law School, Camden

Dalya Chefitz, Professor, Department of Pediatrics, Rutgers - Robert Wood Johnson
Medical School, Rutgers Health

Ezra Chefitz, Resident, Department of Pediatrics, Rutgers - Robert Wood Johnson
Medical School, Rutgers Health

Lisa Clark, Collection Digitization, Zimmerli Museum, Rutgers - New Brunswick

Lori Cogan, Assistant Professor, Nursing, Rutgers Biomedical & Health Sciences -
Newark

Barrie Cohen, MD, Assistant Professor of Pediatrics, Rutgers - Rutgers - Robert Wood
Johnson Medical School, Rutgers Health

Paul Cohen, Part-Time Lecturer, Mason Gross, Rutgers — New Brunswick

Rick Cohen, Assistant Research Professor, Biomedical Engineering, Rutgers - New
Brunswick

Aviva Cohn, Assistant Professor, Department of Medicine, Rutgers - Robert Wood
Johnson Medical School, Rutgers Health

Phillip Cohn, Assistant Professor of Professional Practice, Marketing, Rutgers Business
School - Newark and New Brunswick

Rebecca Cypess, Professor of Music, Mason Gross School of the Arts, Rutgers - New
Brunswick

Perry Dane, Rutgers Law School, Rutgers - Camden

Morris A. Davis, Professor of Finance and Paul V. Profeta Chair of Real Estate, Rutgers
Business School — Newark and New Brunswick

Richard Drachtman, MD, Professor of Pediatrics, Rutgers Cancer Institute of New Jersey
Christina H. Dufty, Department Administrator, School of Environmental and Biological
Sciences, Rutgers - New Brunswick
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David Dreyfus, Assistant Professor, Supply Chain Management, Rutgers Business School
— Newark and New Brunswick

Isaac Edery, Professor, Molecular Biology and Biochemistry, School of Arts & Sciences,
Rutgers — New Brunswick

Maurice Elias, Professor, Psychology Department and Contributing Faculty, Jewish
Studies, School of Arts and Sciences, Rutgers-New Brunswick

Susan Engelhardt, Retired Executive Director, Biomedical Engineering, Rutgers
University-New Brunswick

Eric Erenrich, Industrial Liason Officer (Retired) Engineering Research Center, Chemical
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Evelyn Erenrich, Associate Dean, School of Graduate Studies, Rutgers - New Brunswick
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Jennie Fine, Associate Director of Executive Education, Rutgers Business School —
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Bonnie Firestein, Professor of Cell Biology and Neuroscience, School of Arts and
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Leslie Fishbein, Associate Professor Emerita, American Studies, School of Arts and
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Sandy Flitterman-Lewis, Associate Professor of English and Comparative Literature,
School of Arts and Sciences, Rutgers — New Brunswick

Adam Fox, Associate Professor of Surgery, Department of Surgery, Rutgers New Jersey
Medical School - Newark

Gary Francione, Board of Governors Professor Emeritus, Rutgers Law School - Newark
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David M. Frankford, Professor of Law, Rutgers Law School, Camden

Melissa Freedman, Director of Assessment and Accreditation, Graduate School of
Education, Rutgers - New Brunswick

Steven F. Friedell, Professor Law, Rutgers Law School - Camden

Sandy Freund, Clinical Professor of Law, Rutgers Law School, Newark

Michele Frishberg, Program Coordinator, IAMESALL, School of Arts and Sciences,
Rutgers - New Brunswick

Marc Gartenberg, Professor/Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, Rutgers
- Robert Wood Johnson Medical School, Rutgers - Health

Marina Gelfand, Assistant Teaching Professor, Psychology, Rutgers - New Brunswick
Eugene Gentile, Director, Office of Career Management, Rutgers Business School - New
Brunswick

Emma Gerber, Postdoctoral Fellow, Public Health Research Institute, Rutgers Health
Nina Glass, Associate Professor, Department of Surgery, Rutgers - Robert Wood Johnson
Medical School, Rutgers Health
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Business School - Newark and New Brunswick
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Alan Goldman, Distinguished Professor, Department of Chemistry, School of Arts &
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Jay Goldring, Assistant Professor, Professional Science Masters Program, School of
Graduate Studies, Rutgers-New Brunswick

Sheldon Goldstein, Distinguished Professor of Mathematics, School of Arts & Sciences,
Rutgers - New Brunswick

Baruch Goodman, PhD, Rabbi, Chabad House Jewish Student Center, Rutgers - New
Brunswick

Ellen Goodman, Distinguished Professor, Rutgers Law School - Camden

Laura Gordon, Web Developer, School of Arts and Sciences, Rutgers - New Brunswick
Stuart Green, Distinguished Professor, Rutgers Law School - Newark

Rebecca Greenbaum, Associate Dean of Academic Affairs, Dean's Office, School of
Management and Labor Relations, Rutgers — New Brunswick

David Greenberg, Professor - History and Journalism/Media Studies, Rutgers - New
Brunswick

Martha Greenblatt, Board of Governors Professor of Chemistry/Distinguished
Professor/Dept. of Chem. Chemical Biology, School of Arts and Sciences, Rutgers-New
Brunswick

Emily Greenfield, Professor, School of Social Work, Rutgers — New Brunswick

Martin Grumet, Professor, CBN, School of Arts & Sciences, Rutgers - New Brunswick
Chuck Haberl, Professor, School of Arts and Sciences, Rutgers - New Brunswick

Kent Harber, Professor I, School of Arts & Sciences, Rutgers - Newark

Liti Haramaty, Lab Researcher / DMCS, School of Environmental and Biological
Sciences, Rutgers - New Brunswick

Gal Hochman, Professor, Department of Agricultural, Food, and Resource Economics,
School of Arts & Sciences, Rutgers - New Brunswick

Barbara Hoffman, Clinical Professor of Law, Rutgers Law School - Newark

Steven Horwitz M.D., Associate Professor of Pediatrics, Rutgers - Robert Wood Johnson
Medical School, Rutgers - New Brunswick

Margaret Ingate, Associate Teaching Professor, Psychology, School of Arts & Sciences,
Rutgers - New Brunswick

Sharon Ippolito, Business Assistant II, Rutgers Global - Study Abroad, Rutgers - New
Brunswick

Miriam Jaffe, Associate Teaching Professor, English, School of Arts and Sciences,
Rutgers - New Brunswick

Thea Johnson, Professor of Law, Rutgers Law School, Camden

Lee Jussim, Distinguished Professor of Psychology, School of Arts and Sciences, Rutgers
- New Brunswick

Lisa Kaplowitz, Associate Professor of Professional Practice, Finance & Executive
Director - Rutgers Center for Women in Business, Rutgers Business School - Newark and
New Brunswick

Vikki Katz, Professor Emeritus, School of Communication and Information, Rutgers -
New Brunswick

Steven Kirshblum MD, Professor and Chair. Department of Physical Medicine and
Rehabilitation, Rutgers Medical School - Newark

James Kizhnerman, Instructional Technology Supervisor at Digital Classroom Services,
Rutgers-New Brunswick

Efe Khayyat, Associate Professor, School of Arts and Sciences, Rutgers-New Brunswick
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Eric Klein, Associate Professor of Biology, Camden College of Arts and Sciences,
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Kevin Kolben, Professor, Department of Supply Chain Management, Rutgers Business
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Emanuel Lerner, MD, Section Chief PopQulS, General Pediatrics, Rutgers - Robert
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Jennifer Lerner, Nurse Practitioner, Cancer Institute of New Jersey, Rutgers

John Leubsdorf, Distinguished Professor of Law, Rutgers Law School, Newark

Steven Levin, Professor, Department of Family Medicine and Community Health, Robert
Wood Johnson Medical School, Rutgers Biomedical & Health Sciences

Jordan Lieberman, MD, Central Regional Director of Psychiatry, University Correctional
Health Care (UCHC), Clinical Instructor, Rutgers - Robert Wood Johnson Medical
School, Rutgers Health

Robert Like, Emeritus Professor, Department of Family Medicine and Community
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Jackie Litt, Professor, Sociology, School of Arts and Sciences, Rutgers-New Brunswick
Dana Lugassy, Lecturer, School of Social Work, Rutgers - New Brunswick
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