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Dress Code 
 

The Board of Education believes that appropriate dress and grooming contribute to a 

productive learning environment. The Board expects students to give proper attention to 

personal cleanliness and to wear suitable clothing. Students are asked to wear simple, 

comfortable clothing that is clean and neat. Shoes should be worn at all times. Generally 

speaking, students are not to wear clothing which compromises safety or modesty; nor 

clothing which is disruptive to the educational process. Students are prohibited from 

wearing: 

 
I. Clothing or accessories which by reasonable judgment is considered 

unsafe, dangerous or a health hazard (examples include, but are not 

limited to: wallet chains, spiked collars, necklaces or rings with 

spikes or sharp edges, oversized belt buckles, picks and combs). 

 
2. Clothing or accessories which contain or suggest offensive or obscene 

symbols, signs, slogans or words degrading any gender, cultural, 

religious or ethnic values. 

 
3. Clothing or accessories which contain or suggest language or symbols 

oriented toward violence, vandalism, sex, drugs, alcohol or tobacco. 

 
4. Pajamas or clothing resembling sleepwear. This also includes 

house shoes. 

 
5. Apparel 

a. Shirts, shorts, jeans or pants with holes, skirts and dresses that 

compromise modesty or are disruptive to the learning environment. 

b. The following attire is not permitted: bare midriffs; halter or tube tops; short 

shorts; tight, see through, or revealing clothing; or clothing which allows 

underwear to be exposed, such as sagging pants, spaghetti strap tops, 

tank tops, sports bras, and muscle shirts.  

c. A belt is mandatory if pants or shorts will not stay at the waist without one. 

d. Hats, head coverings, bandanas, and sunglasses are not to be worn inside 

the school building. 
 

6.  Any articles which can be related to gang activity such as: items 

with gang names; gang initials; or individual gang member monikers; 

gang related jewelry; gang related tattoos; or self-inflicted scars. 
(TCA 49-6- 4215) 

 

7.  Any manner of grooming, which by its color, arrangement, trademark, 
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or any other attribute that is gang related. This may include such 

items as shoelaces, belt buckles, hats or tattoos. 
 

8.  All students must wear shoes. It is strongly suggested that 

students wear shoes which either enclose the foot or are secured 

with heel straps. Flip flops are not allowed in grades PreK-4. 

 
9.  Heavy coats must be removed upon arrival at school, be placed in 

lockers and left there until the student leaves the building. (At 

campuses that have multiple buildings that require outside travel 

between classes, the principal may exercise discretion.) 

 

 
The school building administrator may make exceptions to dress requirements to 

accommodate the special needs of classes (examples include but are not limited to: 

science labs, welding, cooking labs) and/or certain sports/activities. 

 
 
All students are expected to comply with the general dress code policy of the Oak Ridge 

School Board. Students who fail to comply with the Dress Code Policy shall be advised 

of the policy and offered the opportunity to take corrective action. The School shall 

attempt to contact the student's parents. Students who repeatedly fail to dress in 

accordance with the Dress Code Policy may be subject to disciplinary actions as set 

forth in the Oak Ridge Schools Discipline Code. The Administration reserves the right to 

judge what is appropriate or not. 


