
 

Colombia hails deforestation drop
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Experts say FARC dissidents earn millions by allowing loggers, miners and
farmers to deforest the Amazon.

Colombia's President Gustavo Petro on Monday hailed the country's
lowest deforestation figures in 23 years, with a notable drop in the
Amazon rainforest.
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Colombia still lost almost 80,000 hectares (197,700 acres) of forest last
year, an area the size of New York City.

However, this is 36 percent less than the amount lost in 2022.

"It's the lowest level of deforestation in 23 years," Petro wrote on X.
"We must get to zero to maintain the lungs of the planet."

Deforestation in parts of the Colombian Amazon was down 38 percent.

The sustained decline is partly due to a government program that pays 
farmers in exchange for conserving nature, according to the environment
ministry.

Deforestation had also slowed in regions where guerrilla groups have
entered into peace talks with the government.

However, Environment Minister Susana Muhamad in April warned of a
40 percent increase in deforestation in the first months of 2024 as the
peace talks became bogged down.

Fighters with the now-defunct FARC who rejected a peace deal in 2016
began using environmental concerns for leverage, and allowing third
parties to destroy parts of the forest in return for millions of dollars.

In April the government announced that the guerrilla group, known as
the Central General Staff (EMC), had split into two factions and
negotiations were continuing with just one of them.

These developments were a setback to Petro, who campaigned on an
ambitious conservation and climate change program in one of the world's
most biodiverse countries and has pledged to reduce deforestation to
zero by 2030.
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https://phys.org/tags/deforestation/
https://phys.org/tags/government+program/
https://phys.org/tags/farmers/
https://phys.org/tags/environmental+concerns/


 

Colombia will host the COP16 biodiversity conference in October.

According to the environment ministry, the main causes of deforestation
in Colombia are "extensive livestock practices, unplanned transport
infrastructure, illicit crops, illegal mineral extraction and logging."
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