PUBEIC ROADS ADMINISTRATION
FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY

 INFORMAT IONAL MEMORANDUM NO. 63

1

DATE: ApriL 29, 1044

SUBJECT: TRAFF1C VOLUME TRENDS - g

The preliminary data for March 1944 indicate that traffic in
this month was approximately the same as that on rural roads

kduring March of 1943. Traffic in the eastern portion of the
country increased 1.8 percent; in the central portion decreased
. 1.5 percent, while that in the»western”sectlon<decreased-o.4 per-
cent. . Ih the entire country traffic had fallen off only 0.5 per-

cent from that estimated for March 1943,

Comparisons of city traffic in March 1944 with that in March

'1943 are as follows:

11 stations in Washington, D. C. s

2.8
-3 stations in Detroit, Michigan Co- BJT
18 stations in Lincoln, Nebraska -13.1

H. S. FAIRBANK, DEPUTY COMMISSIONER,
PusLic RoaDS ADMINISTRATION.

Attachments.
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Lo s ’ TABLE 1.--PRELININARY SUMMARY OF AUTOMATIC TRAFFIC RECORDER DATA
; ' FOR WARCH 1944 INCLUDING 599 STATIONS IN 44 STATES!
| Type of Number Percent Type of Number Percent
highway - of change froml highway of change from .
and State | stetions | March 1943 and State statfons| March 1043
STATE HIGHWAYS ' STATE HIGHWAYS
Alabama 8 +10.8 Texas 71 + 4,58
Arizona 5 + 5.6 Utah 8 - 8.8
Arkansas 21 - 0,1  Vermont 7 + 3.0
California ‘ 10 + 9.3 Virginia 7 -11.4
Colorado 4 -12.0 Washington 9 - 5.7
Connecticut - 17 + 3.7 West Virginia 11 - 4.8
“.Delaware 4 -11.6 Wisconsin 9 - 4.1
Georgia ~ T + 9.5 | Wyoming 3 -11.4
Idaho? 7 + 8.8 [T » ‘
‘Illineis 2 .+ 5,0 TOTAL -~ 44 STATES| 563 = 0.6
Iowa ‘ 26 -13.6
\ Kansas? h 9 + 3.4 LOCAL HIGHWAYS
; Kentucky , 13 |°  + 0.6 '
! Louisiana? 8 +30.8 ‘Alabama 1 + 5.7
? - Maine , , 11 + 8.3 fConnectiCut 3 + 2.6
Maryland 16 + 4.8 | Georgia 4 + 8.0
f Massachusetts 8. + 7.0 Iowa 10 -27.2
; Michigan 26 - 8.5 | Maryland 1 +16.8
Mississippi 10 +12.6 | Michigan 2 + 3.7
e Missouri . 25 - 5.7 jMisSouri 2 + 3.4
g Montana 12 + 1.6 | Montana 2 +24.8
€ f, “Nebraska 11 - 8.8 Nebraska 1 + 5.3
S Nevada? . 12 -30.0 ‘North Dakota 2 +97.0
i New Hampshire 14 ~ 1.2 | Ohio 3 L= 4.4
e New Mexico 13 + 4.5 | Oregon 1 + 6.2
,ﬂ;;:. . New York ‘ 11 + 2,5 | Rtode Island 1 -32.6
f R ] North Carolina .20 + 8.0 Tennessee 2 + 1.9
‘ North Dakota 10 +10.8 | Wisconsin 1 -11.5
Ohio : ' 24 - 7.8 |7 T '
Ok1ahoma ‘ 20 + 3.4 TOTAL - 15 STATES| 36 - 0.8
Oregon. 3 - 2.6 :
Pennsylvenia 30 - 7.3 ALL HIGHWAYS , :
Rhode Island 3 + 4,3 | 44 STATES 599 =~ 0.5
South Carolina 5 +27.7 | 3 EASTERN REGIONS| 180 +1.3
South Dakota 10 - 2.8 4 CENTRAL REGIONS| 330 - 1.5
Tennessee? 3 +31.83 | 2 WESTER¥ REGIONS 89 - 0.4
llnqludes all States except the followiﬁz: Florida, Indiana, Minnesota, and
New Jersey. ‘ ) i ‘
zkbnormal conditions in 1943 or 1944 sffect 5 counts in the following States:
Idaho.‘exclqdﬁng station 7 the idéregse is 0,1 percents Kansas, excluding
/ "station 10 there is a decrease of §,5 percent. Louisiana, excluding station
23 the increase is 11,0 percent. Ne&ada, excluding station 110 the de-~
‘creasé is 3.3 percent., Tennessee, excluding station é the increase is 15.3‘\
‘percent. ) : :
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;»«m; TABLE 2. -~REVISED SUNMARY OF AUTONATIC TRAFFIC RECORDER DATA. FOR FEBRUARY 1944
( AND INCLUDING 619 STATIONS IN 46 STATES!
B Nunmber Percent ‘ Number Percent
! ‘"_k’ . -.Region and State of - change from | Region and State of change from
P ‘| stations | February 1943 stations | February 1943
e NEW_ ENGLAND o EAST SOUTH CENTRAL
G ‘Connectigut _ 20 +20.5 Alabama 9 + 8.Y
Maine 11 I +15.7 - Kentucky 11 + 1.1
o Massachusetts - 9 +19.5 Mississippi 10 +12.4
i New Hampshire _ 7 +14.5 " Tennessee? 5 . +30.8
Rhode Island 3 +17.8 Subtotal 35 +10.3
5 Vermont : 7 +. 8.0 ~
Subtotal 57 +18.6 - WEST SOUTH CENTRAL
S B . , Arkansas 20 - 7.1
b ¥IDDLE ATLANTIC Louisiana? 8 v +29,1
- New York ‘ 11 , +16.5 Ok ahoma 20 - 2.9
ey Pennsylvania =~ 0 11,4 Texas 70 + 2.1
e Subtotal - 41 +13.2 Subtotal 118 + 3.2
™| SOUTH ATLANTIC ' HOUNTAIN
i D‘elﬁaw'are 4 - 5.2 Afizona 5 + 4,5
S Maryland ! 17 +14.7 Colorado 5 » 7.8
W Virginia 5 - 1.0 Idaho 6 + 8.1
i : West Virginia 11 + 9.1 © Meontana 14 '+ 1.8
§e Subtotal, north ' Nevada? 13 '-32.8
portion 37 + 8.0 . New Mexico? 13 +12.1
e ‘ ~ Utah 6 - 4,5
P : Florida : 19 +2% .4 Wyoming 4 -15.3
: Georgia 8 +16.2 Subtotal 86 - 8.8
North Carolina 18 e +14.,9 , .
South Carolina LT +29.,5 PACIFIC
Subtotal, south California 9 +13.58
portion 520 7 ‘ Oregon 3 - 1.4
: T P s Washington 9 + 2.3
Subtotal region TR Subtotal 21 + 7.3
LR EAST NORTH CENTRAL | - :
o~ | Illinois 3l J - 9. POTAL ALL STATES? 619 .+ 5.5
; Indiana 23 +1.2 ‘
Michigan 28 - 2.0 . :
Ohio ! 25 + 0,2 - STATR HIGHWAYSI 581 o + 6.2
Wisconsin 11 + 4.8 ' ‘
Subtotal 80 -~ 0.2
; WEST NORTE CENTRAL - LOCAL HIGHWAYS. 38 + 3.9
& Iowa : 35 - 6.4
Kansas? 9 + 5.1 ;
Missouri 27 - 8.7 © 3 EASPERN REGIONS 187 +14.9
: * Nebraska 11 - 7.8 !
North Dakuta 10 +27.7 4 CENTRAL REGIONS 345 + 0.8
I South Dakota 10 + 2.2 ‘ )
; “Subtotal 102 - 5.0 2 WESPERN REGIONS 87 + 3.5
5‘ llneluden all,States except the fo!lowing:' Minnesota and New Jersey.
2Ab£ormal conditions in 1944 affect five counts in thé following States: ﬂouilinnu. excluding station 23
: the increasse is 10,1 percent. Kansas, excluding station 10 there is 2 decrease of 3.9 percent. Névada,
! excluding station 110 the decrease is 7,8 percent. New Mexico, excluding station 3 the increase is 7,2
! ~percent. Tennessee, excluding station 6 the increlq;e is 9.4 percent.
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TABLE 3.--NUMBER OF VEHICLES, CLASSIPIED BY TYPES, USING TOLL FACILITIES AND
DRAWBRIDGES IN WARCH 1944 CONPARED WITH THOSE IN NARCH 1943 AND 1941,

Percentage change

Percentage change

March 1944
from 1943 : from 1641
Facilities Passenger] [rucks Passenger ‘Trucks| Passenger| Trucks
Total cars and | Total cars and |Total cars and
busses busses busses
X 3 eastern regions

3 in the New England States 25,701| 22,877 | 2,824| - 6.5 | - 4.4 | -20.5-17.3] -19.7 | + 8.0
11 in the Middle Atlantic States | 3,412,718 2,591,954 | 820,764 +12.1 +16.6. 0.0[-12.0| -16.8 | + 7.8
Fleetwood Viaduct, Westchester i :

County, New York 117,951} 117,951 - | +43.6 | +43,6 |. -- |-64.2| -64.2 .-
Pennsylvgnia Turnpike 70, 298 44,932 25,366 | + 3.2 +13.1 -10.5|-43.1| -55.2 +10,0.
7 in the South Atlantic States 379,638 | 291,884 | 87,754 +10.6- +16.4 - 5.0(-17.2 -24,3 +19.7
TOTAL - 23 facilities in the o . o
‘Eastern States! 4,006,306 (3,069,598 | 936,708 | +12.4 $17.2 =+0.8-16.9 | -22.5 +8.9
TOTAL ~ 27 facilities in the ) : it

Eastern States 4,264,301 (3,286,053 | 978,248 | +12.3 +16.6 - 0.0

.4 central regions
6 on the Great Lakes Canadian ) )
Border? 230,686 191,075 39,611 | +27.3 +29. 4 +17.7|+.8.2| - 2.6 +45.1
2 in the Great Lakes Region 44,537 26,740 17,797 -12.2 -14.3 - 8.8{-41.5 -47,3 -30.0
Subtotal - g facilities 275,223 217,815 | 57,408 +18.6 | +21.8 | + 8.0/ 8.1 -11.8 | + 8.9
9 on the Ohio River?d 676,067 561, 495 114,572 - 5.1 - 6.7 + 3.4(-18.3 -19.1 -14.0
10" in Kentucky - 128,369 98,692 | 29,677 | +24.6 +26.0 +20.2(~ 3.4 - 9.3 +23.0
Subtotal ~ 19 facilities 804 ,436| 660,187 | 144,249| - 1.4 - 2.9 + 6.5(~16.2 ~17.8 | - 8.4

10 on the Mississippi and St.: :

Croix Rivers, -St. Louis and . .

' north 820‘,964 615,807 | 205,097 | - 4.2 - 2.3 - 9,5/-28.8 ~-31.4 -19.7
Subtotal ~ 10 fecilities 820,904 615,807 .205.q97 - 4,2 ~2.3 ~ 9.5(-28.8 ~31.4 -18.7

3 on the Missouri River 90, 166 65,668 ’24,498 +. 1.7 + 3.0 - 1.8|- 2.3 - 5.6 + 8.0
2 'in the Missouri River area 2,170 1,570 600| + 8.7 - 1,5 +48.9/-40,38 -46.8 -12. 4
Subtotel - 5 facilities 92,336 67,238 25,008| + 1.8 +.2.9 | - 1.01- 3.7 - 7.3 + 7.4
TOTAL — 42 facilities in the , ‘ R .

Céntral States? 1,992,899 1,561,047 | 451,852 | - 0.1 +.0.4 ~ 2.0|~20.6 =-22.7 “11.7
TOTAL - 47 facilities in the o : , ‘
Lentral States 2,089,943)1,631,379 | 458,564 + 0.4 + 1.1 - 2.1

) ) B o western regions
-3 facilities in Califomia 1,649,5351,436,370 | 213,165 - 1.1 - 2.1 +6.0]- 8,1 -13.7 +63.8
5 facilities in the Oregon- : ) . . )
Washington area " 184,740 154,994 29,746 + 3.0 + 3.4 + 0.7+ 4,0 -~ 1.8 +50.1
TOTAL - 8 facilities in the : N ;

Western States 1,884,275(1,591,364 | 242,811 | - 0.7 - 1.6 +5.4]~ 7.0 -12,7 #2.0
JOTAL < 73.facilities in the ’ » ~ : ‘

Imited States? 7,833,480 6,222,009 1,611,471 + 5.8 + 7.4 - 3.0|-15,8 ~20.2 +7.5
TOTAL - 82 facilities in the ’ : ‘
l}nted Sta:tes 8,1&,519 615081796 116791723 + 6-@ + 7-6 ‘+‘ 0-2
‘38 drewbridges in eastern ' ;

North Carolina (not toll)

based on two 8-hour counts

(one Sunday and one weekday . .

at each stanon) 33,805 26,393 7.412 + 1.5 + 4,1 - 6.8 ‘21.9 -26.2 - 1.6

1Thele fac!!itxel have comparative dats for 1944, 1943, and i94l and are lncluded in the larger tot:l below.
2Three of the facilities are in ‘western New York and therefore are related to -similar f.cilitias in the Central States.

3pive of the facilities are between Ohib and West Virginia.

P-1150







= 20 |
Fl
I8
1 \\ A /
, 77N
S B
. . Ve \
s/ \
. \\\\\\\ , . IIIIIII
/
|AVERAGE 1941-14,150 (MILLION) Vs SL / :
A [ s— — —— — —— — ——— T T— — . — —— T'\q'v'l’ll‘l“lll|‘ q’/l’t’l o " o—
Y \
/ N
~ / / AVERAGE 1940 12,679 (MILLION) ha
2 . <
; S \ A | oy /
,, 3 VAR — )
g o . Av\\ AN N\
- \ 4 . \
‘ o LN Y, < AVERAGE 1942-10,823 (MILLION) ~. N
[Rp— — o G—— o o — i . . d— —— o — - o 5 e ¢ & S ¥ g 3 S # e 5. il 2 o
> “ \ 1 <L
= \ A I
= \An..l\ / 3
i 0 7 \
v ; F 1]
S o / ; \
. M [22] \\ ’ /@P@ =1 =~~~ [y
%:ﬁ . Wu \\\\ \\\\\\\ Illllll \/
A mW 7 | . .IIIII /
\ . <+ _~"{ AVERAGE 1943-8,261 (MILLION)
: w R . . . - . < - .IIIIIAH”WIIII
i = '8 K
; S . . : v N
I h, & e, .
i . m lcv |Vw|§|.t|||'\\\ . //
- v N
; //\
o 6 ‘
e %
Waif
4
-2
o]

JAN. FEB. MAR. APR. MAY JUNE JULY AUG. SEPT. OGT. NOV. DEC.

s FIGURE |. VEHIGLE MILES OF TRAVEL ON ALL
~  RURAL ROADS 1940 TO 1944 BY MONTHS
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