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Travel on all roads and streets is 
up by 3.4 percent for April 1998 
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s F Traffic Volume Trends - Aprii 1998 

Based on preliminary reports from the State Highway Agencies, travel during April 1998 
t, on all roads and streets in the nation increased by 3.4 percent as compared to April 1997 

resulting in estimated travel for the month at 21 5.2 billion vehicle-miles. This total includes 
82.8 billion vehicle-miles on rural roads and 132.5 billion vehicle-miles on urban roads 
and streets. 

Travel for the current month as well the cumulative yearly total on all roads and streets is shown 
below. Similar totals for each year since 1970 are also included. 

Travel in Millions 
All Roads and Streets 

Year April Year to Date 
1970 89,956 337,794 
1971 98,106 356,536 
1972 103,238 386,902 
1973 108,120 404,841 
1974 104,579 386,771 
1 975 107,133 402,848 
1976 117,014 432,285 
1977 121,513 446,334 
1978 122,741 464,631 
1979 129,539 484,950 
1980 125,698 474,678 
1981 128,465 482,077 
1982 129,845 475,296 
1983 132,741 496,819 
1984 141,327 51 8,647 
1 985 147,635 535,547 
1986 150,277 557,984 
1987 159,801 593,289 
1988 166,804 625,267 
1989 174,320 655,793 
1 990 179,033 674,963 
1991 179,538 669,854 
1992 186,069 697,702 
1993 188,737 71 1,130 
1994 195,407 727,355 
1995 198,213 764,330 
1996 205,253 769,452 
1 997 208,128 789,779 
1998 215,216 808,637 

Traffic Volume Trends is a monthly report based on hourly traffic count data. These data, collected at 
approximately 4,000 continuous traffic counting locations nationwide, are used to determine the percent 
change in traffic for the current month compared to the same month in the previous year. This percent 
change is applied to the travel for the same month of the previous year to obtain an estimate of travel for 
the current month. 

For additional information, for extra copies, or to be put on the monthly mailing list, write: 
Kenneth H. Welty 
Federal Highway Administration 
Office of Highway Information Management 
400 7th Street, S.W., Room 3300, HPM-30 Phone (202) 366-5055 
Washington, DC 20590 FAX (202) 366-7742 

Change of address information should also be sent to the above address. Send the back cover 
(including your old address) of the most recent issue you have received with the new information clearly 
printed or typed. 





BJ Federal Highway Administration 
Office of Highway Information Management 
400 7th Street S.W. 

' Washington, D.C. 20590 

Table 2 - Estimated Cumulative Monthly Motor Vehicle Travel In The United States 
Month 

Table 1 - Estimated Individual Monthly Motor Vehicle Travel In The United States 

System 

System 

Month 

JAN / FEB / MAR / APRIL ( MAY / JUNE I JULY / AUG / SEP 1 OCT 1 NOV 1 DEC 

f E 

JULY I AUG 1 SEP 1 OCT I NOV 1 DEC JAN 

1997 Cumulative Monthly Vehicle-Miles of Travel In Billions * 

FEB 1 MAR / APRIL 1 MAY 1 JUNE 

1997 Individual Monthly Vehicle-Miles of Travel In Billions * 

19.3 

30.6 

28.2 

30.2 

71.2 

207.8 

5 

16.7 

26.9 

25.7 

27.3 

65.7 

m 
188.5 

92.4 

150.9 

140.7 

144.9 

344.2 

138.5 
101 1.5 

Rural Interstate 

Rural Other Arterial 

Other Rural 

Urban Interstate 

Urban Other Arterial 

Other Urban 

All Systems 

I ~ 
I 

i 
I 
I 

I , 
I 
I 
I 

23.5 

37.6 

33.2 

32.2 

74.0 

231.3 

1998 Individual Monthly Vehicle-Miles of Travel In Billions * 

160.3 

260.8 

238.8 

239.8 

564.3 

229.1 
1693.2 

Rural Interstate 

Rural Other Arterial 

Other Rural 

Urban Interstate 

Urban Other Arterial 

Other Urban 

All Systems 

21.2l 23.2 

34.71 37.5 

33.2. 

53.6 

50.3 

53.7 

128.7 

5I.A 
370.9 

113.6 

185.6 

172.4 

175.7 

416.2 

1231.2 

I 
* System entries may not add to give "All Systems" total due to rounding. 

1998 Cumulative Monthly Vehicle-Miles of Travel In Billions * 

19.7 

33.3 

30.2 

29.7 

69.3 

210.6 

18.8~ 20.8 

31.7 

30.8 

72.1 

219.7 

20.2 

32.8 

29.8 

30.8 

72.5 

215.2 

Rural Interstate 

Rural Other Arterial 

Other Rural 

Urban Interstate 

Urban Other Arterial 

Other Urban 

Atl Systems 

136.8 

223.2 

205.6 

207.6 

490.3 

1461.9 

Rural Interstate 

Rural Other Arterial 

Other Rural 

Urban Interstate 

16.7 

26.9 

25.7 

27.3 

65.7 

188.5 

31.2 

29.2 

29.6 

70.9 

208.1 

33.3 

31.9 

74.1 
~ 2 5 . 1 2 8 . 8 ~ 2 9 . 9 ~ ~ 3 0 . 7 ~ ~ ~  

230.7 

239.4 

389.3 

356.0 

359.4 

844.2 

343.2 

2531.6 

180.0 

294.1 

269.0 

269.5 

633.6 

1903.8 

52.81 71.6 

20.6 

34.1 

31.0 

31.1 

72.1 

218.5 

34.6 

31.8 

31.1 

73.5 

221.7 

18.1 

28.3 

26.7 

28.3 

67.8 

196.8 
Percent Change In Individual Monthly Travel 1998 vs. 1997 

85.1 

79.6 

84.2 

199.7 

lB2 
581.7 

19.4 

30.5 

27.7 

28.7 

67.2 

201.5 

16.5 

26.8 

24.6 

26.4 

63.0 

182.4 

200.7 

328.2 

300.1 

300.6 

705.8 

2879 
2122.4 

116.3 

108.8 

113.8 

270.7 

108.6 

789.8 

75.4 

120.0 

110.5 

116.7 

18.1 

28.3 

26.7 

28.3 

19.6 

31.4 

29.3 

30.5 

71.1 

210.8 

17.2 

27.5 

24.8 
26.7 

63.4 

185.4 

Rural Interstate 

Rural Other Arterial 

Other Rural 

Urban Interstate 

Urban Other Arterial 

Other Urban 

All Systems 

220.1 

358.7 

327.8 

329.2 

773.0 

314.9 

2323.8 

274.9 

808.6 

19.9 

31 .4 

29.1 

30.9 

71.1 

2 7 . 5 2 5 & 2 E @ W  
21 1.3 

4.6 

2.9 
0.8 

1.4 
0.6 

l.3 
1.6 

8.5 

5.2 

4.0 

3.5 

3.3 

4.8 
4.4 

35.4 

55.8 

51.6 

55.0 

Urban Other Arterial 

Other Urban 

All Systems 

55.2 
87.2 

80.6 

85.9 
131.3 

382.1 

67.8 

196.8 
Percent Change In Cumulative Monthly Travel 1998 vs. 1997 

1.6 

0.0 

-0.8 

1 .O 

0.1 

Q2 
0.2 

202.4 

2 7 . 5 8 2 . 0 1 1 1 . 2  
593.4 

7.2 

5.0 
2.1 

4.0 

2.2 

34 
3.4 

Rural Interstate 

Rural Other Arterial 

Other Rural 

Urban Interstate 

Urban Other Arterial 

Other Urban 

All Systems 
i 

6.6 
4.1 
2.4 

2.5 
2.0 

3 4  
3.0 

I 

8.5 
5.2 
4.0 

3.5 
3.3 

4.8 
4.4 

4.7 

2.6 
1.2 
1.9 

1.3 

2.2 
2.0 

5.4 
3.2 
1.5 
2.5 
1.5 

2.4 
2.4 





.of 

Z 

I 

Massachusetts 

Dist Of Columbia 

South Carolina 

i; t 

Note: Where Number of Stations are shown as dashes, the values for Vehicle-Miles and Percent Change are 
derived from the estimated VMT based on data from surrounding States or the Nationwide average VMT. 
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Traffic Volume Trends Rural* 

Estimated Vehicle Miles (Millions) and Percent Change from Same Period Previous Year 
(Includes Preliminary Data far April 1998) 

Year - 1997 

All Systems 3 

Jan 188,506 2.7 

Feb 182,386 3.3 

Mar 210.760 3.2 

% Total Rural 

Jan 69,292 3.1 

Feb 67,863 4.4 

Mar 80,314 4.2 

Q1 52,757 4.6 1 Q1 85,064 4.0 

1 st Half 113,597 2.8 

Jut 23,202 3.0 

Aug 23,544 2.7 

Sep 19.684 1.5 

Q3 66,430 2.5 

Year - 1998 

Dther Rural % 

Jan 25,707 2.5 

Feb 24,633 3.4 

Mar 29.308 4.0 

Rural Interstate % 

Jan 16,696 3.7 

Feb 16,475 5.5 

Mar 19.586 4.5 

Q1 79,648 3.3 

Apr 29,200 1.5 

May 31,849 1.8 

Apr 18,833 -0.2 

May 20,767 

Jun 21.240 1.7 

Q2 60,840 1.3 

;;;26 180,027 ;;' 3 QS 294,107 2.8 

3.5 Oct 34,107 2.4 

19,437 5.2 Nov 30,527 2.1 

Dec 19.323 3.5 Dec 30.590 3.3 

Q4 59,386 Q4 95,224 2.6 

Rural Other Arterial % 

Jan 26,889 3.3 

Feb 26,755 4.6 

Mar 31.420 4.1 

Apr 31,189 1.3 

2.2May 34,635 2.5 

Jun 34.718 2.2 

Q2 100,542 2.0 

1st Half 185,606 2.9 

Jul 37,549 3.4 

Aug 37,644 2.1 

Sep 33.308 2.6 

Q3 108,501 2.7 

Jun 4 

Q2 20,196 7.2 

1st Half 75,441 5.4 

Jul 0 

Aug 0 

S ~ P  Q 
Q3 0 

Q1 217,469 3.9 

Apr 79,222 1.0 

May 87,251 2.2 

3 Qs 269,026 2.2 

Oct 31,039 1.0 

Nov 27,722 0.7 

Dec 28.199 3.0 

Q4 86,960 1 

Jun Q 

Q2 32,752 5.0 

Q1 581,652 3.1 

Apr 208,128 1.4 

May 221,722 1.4 

Jun 31.663 1.6 ~Jun 87,621 1.8 

Q2 92,712 1.6 / Q2 254,094 1.7 

All Systems Y 
Jan 196,751 4.4 

Feb 185,393 1.6 

Mar 21 1.277 0.2 

Q1 593,421 2.0 

Apr 215,216 3.4 

1st Half 119.998 3.2 

Jun 219.746 1.9 

Q2 649,596 1.6 

1 st Half 1,231,248 2.3 

Jul 230,699 2.5 

Aug 231,269 1 .O 

Sep 21O0586 1.4 

Q3 672,554 1.6 

1st Half 172,360 2.4 

Jul 33,271 2.3 

Aug 33,210 1.4 

Sep 30.185 2.1 

Q3 96,666 1.9 

3Qs 743,160 2.6 

Oct 85,772 2.1 

Nov 77,686 2.3 

Dec 78.112 3.2 

Q4 241,570 2.6 

IM~Y 0 - lMaY 0 - p a y  0 - p a y  0 - p a y  0 

Total Rural % 

Jan 73,146 5.6 

Feb 69,602 2.6 

Mar 80.385 0.1 

Q1 223,133 2.6 

Apr 82,760 4.5 

1 st Half 471,563 2.7 

Jul 94,022 2.9 

Aug 94,398 2.0 

Sep 83.177 2.1 

Q3 271,597 2.4 

3 Qs 1,903,802 2 
Oct 21 8,549 1.3 

Nov 201,457 0.9 

Dec 207.791 3.1 

Q4 627,797 1.8 

Other Rural % 
Jan 26,741 4.0 

Feb 24,819 0.8 

Mar 29.082 -0.8 

Q1 80,642 1.2 

Apr 29,812 2.1 

Rural Interstate Rural Other Arterial % 

Jun Q 

Q2 215,216 3.4 

1st Half 808,637 2.4 

J ul 0 

Aug 0 

S ~ P  Q 
Q3 0 

Jan 18,109 8.5 

Feb 17,241 4.6 

Mar 19.895 1.6 

Q1 55,245 4.7 

Apr 20,196 7.2 

J un Q - l ~ u n  Q 
Q2 29,812 2.1 1 Q2 82,760 4.5 

Jan 28,296 5.2 

Feb 27,542 2.9 

Mar 31.408 -0.0 

Q1 87,246 2.6 

Apr 32,752 5.0 

1st Half 11 0,454 1.5 

JuI 0 - 
Aug 0 - 

1st Half 305,893 3.1 

JuI 0 

A u ~  0 

3 Qs 75,441 5.4 

Oct 0 - 
Nov 0 - 
Dec Q - 

Q4 0 

S ~ P  0 0 
Q3 0 rePQ3 0 

2nd Half 0 - 
Year 75,441 5.4 

3 Qs 119,998 3.2 

Oct 0 - 
Nov 0 - 
Dec Q - 

Q4 0 

3Qs 0 , 4 5 4  _I Q S :  305,893 3 1 1  3Qs ( -- 808,637 2.4 

Oct 0 

Nov 0 - Nov Nov 

Dec Q Dec Dec 

Q4 0 Q4 0 Q4 

* Table 9B Rural 

2nd Half 0 - 
Year 119,998 3.2 

2nd Half 0 - 2nd Hatf 0 - 2nd Half 0 - 
Year 808,637 2.4 Year 110,454 1.5 Year 305,893 3.1 





Traffic Volume Trends Urban* 
Estimated Vehicle Miles (Millions) and Percent Change from Same Period Previous Year 

(Includes Preliminary Data for April 1998) 

Year - $997 I 
Other Urban B 

2.6 Jan 26,241 2.0 

Feb 26,373 2.8 

Mar 30,539 2.5 

Q1 84,223 2.7 

Total Urban 

Jun 30.763 2.7 

Q2 91,478 2.0 

1st Half 175,701 4.9 

Jul 31,934 2.6 

Jan 119,214 2.5 

Feb 63,023 2.7 

Mar ZL.Ql2 2.6 

Q1 199,746 2.6 

Aug 32,164 0.6 

Sep 29,680 1.6 

Q3 93,758 1.6 

3 Qs 269,459 2.1 

Oct 31,133 2.7 

NOV 28,653 1.0 

Dec 30.194 3.0 

Q4 89,980 2.3 

2nd Half 183,738 1.9 

Year 359,439 2.1 

Jan 188,506 2.7 

Apr 29,616 1.7 f ~ ~ r  70,937 1.8 

Jun 72,070 1.8 

Q2 216,490 1.4 

1st Half 416,236 2.0 

Jul 74,067 1.6 

I 

I 
I 

Feb 25,127 2.4 

Mar 28.846 2.9 

Q1 80,214 2.5 

Aug 74,015 -0.6 

Sep 6922l. -0.0 

Q3217,403 0.3 

3 Qs 633,639 1.4 

Qct 72,142 -0.4 

NOV 67,241 -0.4 

Dec 71.1 81 3.3 

Q4 210,564 0.8 

2nd Half 427,967 0.6 

Year 844,203 1.3 

Apr 28,353 I.0 

Jun 29.292 1.8 

Q2 87,534 1.2 

1st Half 167,748 1 -8 

Jul 30,676 3.3 

Year - 1998 

Feb 114,523 2.7 

Mar 130.446 2.7 

Qi 364,183 2.6 

Aug 30,692 2.1 

Sep 28.428 2.8 

Q3 89,796 2.7 

3 Qs 257,544 2.1 

Oct 29,502 1.9 

NOV 27,877 0.1 

Dec 28.304 2.7 

(34 85,683 1.6 

2nd Half 175,479 2.2 

Year 343,227 2.0 

Feb 182,386 3.3 

Mar 210.76Q 3.2 

Q1 581,652 3.1 

Apr 128,906 1.6 

Jun 132.125 2.0 

Q2 395,502 1.5 

1st Half 759,685 2.0 

Jut 136,677 2.2 

Urban Interstate % 

Jan 28,258 3.5 

Feb 26,743 1.4 

Mar 30.859 1.0 

Q1 85,860 1.9 

Apr 30,803 4.0 

May 0 - 
Jun Q - 

Q2 30,803 4.0 

1st Half 116,663 2.5 

Jul 0 - 
Aug 0 - 
S ~ P  Q - 

Q3 0 

3 Qs 116,663 2.5 

Apr 208,128 1.4 

Jun 219.746 1.9 

Q2 649,596 1.6 

1 st Half 1,231,248 2.3 

Jul 230,699 2.5 

Aug 136,871 0.3 

Sep 127.409 1.0 

Q3 400,957 1.1 

3 Qs 1,160,642 1.7 

Oct 132,777 0.8 

NOV 123,771 0.0 

Dec 129.679 3.1 

Q4 386,227 1.3 

2nd Half 787,184 1.2 

Year 1,546,869 1.6 

m % 

Jan 123,605 3.7 

Feb 115,791 1 .I 

Mar 130.892 0.3 

Q1 370,288 1.7 

Apr 132,456 2.8 

May 0 - 
Jun 4 - 

Q2 132,456 2.8 

1st Half 502,744 2.0 

Jul 0 - 
Aug 0 - 
Sep Q - 

Q3 0 

3 Qs 502,744 2.0 

Aug 231,269 1 .O 

Sep 210.586 1.4 

Q3 672,554 1.6 

3Qs 1,903,802 2.1 

Oct 21 8,549 1.3 

Nov 201,457 0.9 

Dec 207.791 3.1 

Q4 627,797 1.8 

2nd Half 1,300,351 1.7 

Year 2,531,599 2.0 

Urban Other Arterial % 

Jan 67,836 3.3 

Feb 63,431 0.6 

Mar 71.143 0.1 

Q1 202,410 1.3 

Apr 72,462 2.2 

May 0 - 
Jun Q - 

Q2 72,462 2.2 

1st Half 274,872 1.5 

Jul 0 - 
Aug 0 - 
Sep Q - 

Q3 0 

3 Qs 274,872 1.5 

All Systems % 
Jan 196,751 4.4 

Feb 185,393 1.6 

Mar 211.277 0.2 

Q1 593,421 2.0 

Apr 215,216 3.4 

May 0 

Jun Q 
Q2 215,216 3.4 

1st Half 808,637 2.4 

Jul 0 

Aug 0 

Sep Q 

Q3 0 

3 Qs 808,637 2.4 

Other Urban % 

Jan 27,511 4.8 

Feb 25,617 1.9 

Mar 28.890 0.2 

Q1 82,018 2.2 

Apr 29,191 3.0 

May 0 - 
Jun Q - 

Q2 29,191 3.0 

1st Half 11 1,209 2.4 

Jul 0 - 
Aug 0 - 
Sep Q - 

Q3 0 

3Qs 111,209 2.4 

Oct 0 

Nov 0 

Dec Q 

Q4 0 

2nd Half 0 - 
Year 808,637 2.4 

I 

* Table 9B Urban 

Oct 0 - 
NOV 0 - 
Dec Q - 

Q4 0 

2nd Half 0 - 
Year 116,663 2.5 

, 

Oct 0 - 
Nov 0 - 
Dec Q - 

Q4 O 

2nd Half 0 - 
Year 274,872 1.5 

Oct 0 - 
Nov 0 - 
Dec Q - 

Q4 0 

2nd Half 0 - 
Year 111,209 2.4 

Oct 0 - 
Nov 0 - 
Dec Q - 

Q4 0 

2nd Half 0 - 
Year 502,744 2.0 




