. PUBLIC ROADS ADMINISTRATION o Pl e
FEDERAL WORKS.AGENCY B ‘
 WASHINGTOW 25, D, €. ‘ 62£g?//f
| NFORMAT 1ONAL MEMORANDUM NO.: 51
 DATE: ‘DQ‘%.?:EMBER 11,1943

SUBJECT = TRAFFIC' VOLUME TRENDS

; CTpaffic volume' on rural highways ih- @ct@ber 1943 was 17 0
'percent smaller than it was in the same menth last year., This-
is ihdicated by prellmlnary data from Bil autama, traffxc re-
_ corders located on' rural hlghways threuéh@ﬂt the ‘United States:
s L 7,(table,l) © Again: increases are fcund ih some of the southeastern:
fm&; » : ' Stateés.: Traffic in North Carolina, gouth Carolina, and Georgia
S T was® greater than i#patsker,  1942; Florida data are not: available.:
ey o Traffic on local highways durihg, October 1943 was 13.5 percent
less than in- the same month of last: year,<wh1eh i5 a smaller de-
cline than that for State hléhways,ras is ﬁsually the: CaSEuj

Ih the revxsed summary for September (table 2} the. decllne

from & year ago i 18.7 percent; 'Whlch may be campared with the
 preliminary figure of 18.6 pe?cent shown' ih' Informational Memo-
_randum No.: 49.: Thls comparlson is: partxeular&y'interestlng be-
‘cause the- data in- the- revised summary are from but:égg recordars,
~while xnthe prellmlnary summary the data were from 612 recorders::

f“more ‘stations have been recelved, ‘but: the number of stations

"ellminatedffomthe earllercampilationdue to exclusienmsﬁstatlcns
aperated less than one half of 5 month,«was’ greater thaﬁ/the num~
ber that was’ added,

The manthly recard«aftraffic since January 194@ zs 1ndicated
in “the: attached chart,  Data are: recorded’ in pereent of the
fiéures for the coérresponding manths in- lgél,zand the results’ are
stated separately for the areas ih which gasoline rationing began
in May 1942 and those ih' whieh it: began ih Deécember 1942.; It~
will be noted that; in comparison with 1941, traffic in the
eastern seaboard States has generally been well below that af* the
remaihder of the country.: However,  the gap between these two
'areas has been closing since July of this- year.i '

Slnce the: preliminary summary was: tabulated, «data from several S




T we. take: the relative for July 1943 in each area as 100,
the results’ for the last four months are as follows: .

July Aug.- Septs: = Ochst

East | 100.0  118.¢  183:6  139.7
West and- Mlddle West: 100. 0 108.38 105.8 108.% '

Thus,xon the scale of-relatives shown in: the attached chart thé
t#atio has ihcreased nearly five. tzmes as fast; durlng the:. last:
four months ihn the East:as it:has in the West and Middle Weste;
1f we dlscard the. relatlonshlps to 1941 and use the traffLC'
volumes ‘ih- each of the two areas, the flgures are: as’ follows
‘ {agaln w;th July 1948 as lQO in  each areaj:

‘ ‘ | July Aug.:  Septs: . Octa:
mast: ‘ - 100.0 118.7 - 123.2 113.4
West and Mlddl@ West: 100.0  100.8  94.9 ' 92.4

Thus we flnd that trafflc in- the: East has ihcreased 13.4 percent‘
during the 1ast: four months while, ih- the same perlod ‘traffic: in
the West: and Mlddle West has declined-7.6 percent:: The advantage-
of using the relat;ves in- the presentatlon of  the: data,ras in: the
attached: chart, is: that: it:enables a comparison of current: data ,
,from each of: the two areas with the last: "normal"xtrafflc year,
1941, :without ablurrlng due t@ dlvergent seasonal changes between'
the two areas: : :

‘ Trafflc at,: toll fac;lltles (table 3) indicates' that: ﬁhe de~
clinhes: in- the areas rationed in-May 1942 were smaller than in- the:
Cremainder. of the country.: Percentage changes from October 1942
were -3.6 for total traffic on 22 facilities from Maine to Plorida
‘and.-15.4 for 53 facilitiés in' the area rationed in December 1942,
At facilities where 1941 data are available, ‘tiecomperzblie - figures:
are —-25.0 and _21.2 for all vehicles. The declines in- truck traf-’
fie from last:October are much smaller than' that: for total traffiec
‘and are. very nearly equal 1n “the two areas°”»4 7 in the East and
~5,0'in the West:and Mlddle Westu;

H. S. FAIRBANK, DEPUTY:COMMISSIONER,
PuBL1c ROADS ADMINISTRAT LON.

‘Attachments;j




\TABLE 1.--PRELININARY SUMMARY* OF AUTONATIC TRAFFIC RECORDER DATA.

~ FOR OCTOBER 1943 INCLUDING 611 STATIONS IN 45 STATES

. fﬂh '
~ Type of ‘ o = ‘Type of ,
" highway Number | Total Percent " highway Number | Total Percent
- B | of | daily dgcrease1 and of | daily deereane?
",Staté stations|traffiec|October 1942 State stations|traffic [October 1042
"STATE HIGEWAYS] STATE HIGHWAYS
/,AIabama 8 11,058 |  11.5 [ Virginia 5 10,698 16.9
 Arizona . 5 11,917 19.4 | Washington 9 15,912 19.8
Arkansas 20 13,682 23.9 | West Virginia 10 14,851 12.5
California -~ [ 8 16,864 7.2 | Wisconsin 9 16,942 27.6
" Colorado .5 ‘5,517 30,5 Wyoming 2 1,109 33.5
Connecticut 18 51,770 14.7 ‘ : ‘ :
‘ Delaware o 4 9,671 14.3 TOTAL - [ - ' _ R
. Georgia 6 10,186 | +11.4 | 45 STATES | 572 849,268 |  17.0
 Idaho 7 | 10,146  12.9 - RS |
. Iltinois 3 1,451 21.9 LOCAL. HIGHWAYS
21 | 30,476 19.2 | o S
26 | 23,067 27.4 Alabama 2 . 730 10.6
9 8,017 22.5 Connecticut 3 1,457 23.0
14 18,428 23.8 Georgia 4 986. +.2.1
6. - 12, 540 10.4 Indiana 2 1566 ~12.5
10 | 10,126 10,5 Iowa 10 1,247 11,1
L 16 38,679 1.2 Kentucky S 197 5.3
‘M”Msachusetts 8 24,0721 9.0 Maryland 1 303 +11.8
;xﬁuhlgan ‘ 26 63,153 23.1 Massachusetts 1 209 40.3
Mg L9 10,724 7.7 Michigan 2 536 33.1
24 37,894 24.7 Missouri 2 856 + 1.8
12 7,543 13.7 Montana 2 394 |  + 1.0
13 10,963 39.2 | Nebraska 1 128 5.9
11 . 9,756 27.1 North Dakota 1 335 .13.4
18 15, 387 9.2 Ohie 2 920 19.4
12 16,578 | 10.1 Oregon 1 228 14.0
1 New a 5 11,709 | 7.8 Rhode Island - 1 374 1.6
b ﬁﬂ“rth Caroixna 19 27,247 2.4 Tennessee 1 665 16.8
;North Dakota 9 4,652 11.5 ‘Wisconsin 2 375 ‘17.6- -
30 50,060 |  21.4 SR : ' —
20 | 29,526 20. 4 TOTAL ~ , o »
3 4,299 1. 23.0 18 STATES. 39 10,506 | - 13.5
29 43,814 | 20.2 T ‘ ‘
3 4,754 11.1 ULL HIGHWAYS ; R A
6 8,133 + 4.2 45 STATES? 611 - |859,774 17.0 -
9 6,442 18.4 . : — — ‘
1. [. 2,802  20.9 |RATIONED AREA } .
69 101,794 14.6  MAY 1948 152 ,249 831 8.2
7 8,172 18.2 RATIONED ARE4 e
8 6,687 17.2 DECEMBER 1942 U559 509 943 | 20.1 "

for
plus
Includes

Data from some States
the differencer in numbers

" Defense activity:

except

‘the

of Saturdays
following:

in Lcuxslana

cover only a portien of the month,

s;gn before percentege indicates incteaseo
aIl States
 STATIONS NOT INCLUDED:
1 in xansasp 2
”Cpa31onai hxgh counts due tn military aet;vities‘f

Floridag

.o

&nd Sundays betweenkthis

Minnelota§

vear

and New Jersey:'

‘have not been adjusted
and last?y

12;Stations ianqrth‘Catblinit







~~  TABLE 2. ~-REVISED SUMMAHY‘ OF AUTOYATIC TRAFFIC RECORDER DATA. FOR
- oo SEPTEMBER 1943 INCLUDING 609 STATIONS AND 46 STATES
Geographic © Number Percent k Géographic - Number' | ‘éércent
division J - of | decrease from ‘ division 17 of decrease from
- and State ; stations|September 1042| and State stations Septemher 1942
NEW metap | 68 | 8.6 |pasrsovrmocmrrai | 31 | 176
ti;:Connectxcut ) N {ZQ ‘:i2.£ Alabama .8 1ivi f
~ Maine , 11 3.9 Kentucky. 11 25.8
. Massachusetts 10 5.0 ‘Mississippi . 9 9.6
. 'New Hampshire ‘ 19 ‘ 5;7 . | Tennessee ‘ 3 - 24.9
;E%_Rhode Island - 3 | 4.5 B S - e v i :
* ‘Vermdnt S s ts.3  WEST SOUTH. CENTRAL 106 16.8.
 HIDDLE ATLANTIC 42 18.6 Arkansas | 21 | 254
! » . Louisiana® . 8 1 6.8
G New Ycrk Ly ' 13 - 9.9 Ok Iahoma S 200 2002
oo Penns&lvanza B 29 v 24.3 Texas . . : - 60 lﬂ;3f‘
- sourq atpayTIC. | 84 | 2.7 Womwmazy | 60 | 20.4
dgibélaware” S 4 = iieg“ | Arizona ’ 4 ] i0;4
S Florida - T 19 - *F11.9 , Colotrado 3 o 2201
" wm. Georgia ; 9 +15.6 Idaho B R . 25.5
™ Maryland . ~ 3.2 | Montana ] 1 | 233
: North Carollna 15 +°3.8 Nevada BRI 12 |} o, 36. 8
South Car011na 4 + 4.0 New Mexico 12 f 8.8
: ‘Vifg1n1a‘ T : .5 20.9 Utah - . 7 . 14.0
_ :,west Virginia 11 29.8 Wyoming 2 " 38.0:
AST NOBTH cENTRAL | 96 | s0.0 |pAcIFIC | 20 | 200
Ittineis . | 4 | 8.0  |califermia | 7 148
Indiana 23 26.6 - Oregon 1. 4 | 25.3
Michigan : | 28 . 32.8 Washlngton . 9 21.9
 Ohie - S 30 - 25.8 , :
Wisconsin . | 34:2 ~TOTAL - 46 STATES 18.7
WEST NORTH CENTRAL | 102 | 27.2 lsrare mrcENAYS 18.7
P Towa 35 | 20.8  |LOCAL HIGHWAYS 12.2
J”Kansas? : g9 24.5 ' —TT ’
~ Missouri . . 27 28.2 “RATI@NED MAY 19#2 | 168 | - 6.6
{ Nebraska s B 10 - - 26.5° ‘ o e
North Dakota. 12 . 17.6 RA!IONED DECEMBER .
South Dakota 9 . 20.8 5 1942 |ow 23.7

‘ Comb;ned State and local highways. ‘ .

.',Includes all States except. the fullewing Miﬂnesnta and New JErsey.

' STATIONS NOT INCLYDED: ) v )

t.jk Defense activity.= 1 in Kansnsﬂ 2 J.n Louzsxanao

4, Dccasional high counts’ due “to military actxv:ties = 8 statxons ln North Cnrolina-‘

N
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S PERCENT OF ‘TRAFFIC JN CORRESPONDING MONTH, 1941
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: »PERCE:NT, OF TRAFFIC I8 CORRESPONDING MONTH, 1941
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