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TRAFFIC VOLUME TRENDS - DECEMBER} 1977

Based on preliminary reports from the State highwayiagencies, travel during
December 1977 on all roads and streets in the nation increased by 3.4 percent
as compared to December 1976, resulting in estimateﬁ travel for the month

at 115,491 million vehicle miles. This total includes 39,307 million
vehicle miles on main rural roads, 11,389 million vghicle miles on other
rural roads, and 64,795 million vehicle miles on ci@y streets.

|
Travel for the current month as well as the cumulative yearly total on main
rural roads and for all roads and streets is shown below. Similar totals for
each year since 1970 are also included.

|
|
|
|
|
|

TRAVEL IN MILLIONS

Main Rural Roads All ;Roads and Streets

December  Year to Date December Year to Date
1970 31,751 412,734 589,911 1,120,328
1971 33,555 434,734 595,515 1,185,615
1972 34,296 449,026 101,040 1,268,362
1973 32,905 462,451 ‘ §98,856 1,308,288
1974 35,525 446,213 _ i05,083 1,289,645
1975 | 36,321 465,636 iOf,lOS 1,330,073
1976 - 37,839 492,386 ill,69l 1,389,314
1977 39,307 514,082 ilS,h9l 1,444,828

Traffic Volume Trends is a monthly report prepared by the Planning Services
Branch, Highway Statistics Division, based on hourly traffic count data.
These data, collected at approximately 4,000 continuous traffic counting
locations nationwide, are used to determine the percent change in traffic for
the current month compared to the same month in the,previous year. This
percent change is applied to the travel for the same period in the previous
vear to obtain a travel for the current period.

For extra copies, or to be put on the monthly mailing list, contact:

Federal Highway Administration |
Office of Public Affairs, Room 4208

400 7th Street, SW.
Washington, D.C. 20590
Phone (202) 426-0677




AVERAGE DAILY VEHICLE-MILES OF TRAVEL-MILLIONS
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FIGURE 1 - TRAVEL ON MAIN RURAL ROADS, BY MONTHS




ANNUAL VEHICLE-MILES OF TRAVEL-BILLIONS

PERCENTAGE OF 1965 TRAVEL
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FIGURE 2 - ANNUAL TRAVEL ON MAIN RURAL ROADS FOR
12 MONTH PERIOD ENDING IN MONTH SHOWN
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TABLE 1.-SUMMARY BY ROAD CLASS AND BY GEOGRAPHIC AREA

PRELTMINARY DATA FOR DECEMBER '

REVISED DATA FOR NOVEWMBER

'
* VEHICLE-MILES ' ! VEHICLE-MILES *
' {MILLIONKS) ! PERCENTAGE ! (MILLIGNS) ' PERCENTAGE
! ' CHANGE ' —————- -t CHANGE
' 1977 ' 1976 ' ' 1977 ) 1976 . {
CLASS OF ROAD, ALL STATES: ) ' ' ' ' l
| MAIN ‘RURAL ROADS<isceevsancncns ' 39,307 ' 37,839 ! 3.9 ' 40,135 ' 38,021 N 5.6
i LOCAL RURAL ROADSeessosecssoncs ' 11,389 ' 11,126 ' 2e4 : 11,559 ' 11,151 ' 3.7
i ALL RURAL ROADS.. svesesesiss ! 504696 ' 487965 ' 3.5 . 51,694 : 49,172 ' 5.1
CITY STREETSsavevwssonssssnassns * 64,795 N 62,726 ' 3.3 ' 63,591 v 60,739 ' 447
ALL ROADS AND STREETSsesessnses ' 115,491 ' 111,691 ' 3e4 ' 115,285 ' 109,911 ' 409
1 L} 1 1 1 1’
. 48 STATES {MAIN RURAL CNLY): ' ' ! ' ' '
. EASTERN REGIONsseasssssnssseanas ' 14;334 ! 13,613 ' 543 ' 14,429 ' 13,644 N 5.7
CENTRAL REGIONsesaesescosacnces ' 19,281 ' 18,833 ' 2.4 ' 20,019 ' 18,961 ' 5.6
WESTERN REGIONsecsceasssoscsase ! 55484 ' 54195 ' 546 N 5¢471 ' 54210 * 5.0
1 L T T L L]
TOTAL+aacsssosscosnssons 39,099 ' 37,641 ' 3.9 ' 39,919 ' 37,815 ' 5.6
TABLE 2.-CHANGES CN MAIN 2URAL ROADS BY STATES
' DECEMBER 1 NOVEMBER " ' DECEMBER - ' NOVEMBER
' (PPELIMINARY) ' (REVISED) " ' (PRELIMINARY] ' (REVISED)
DIVISION AND STATE ¢ Y1 DIVISION AND STATE ! ——
! NUMBER ' PER- . ¢ NUMBER ' PER-  r¢ ' ONUMBER - ' PER- ¢ NUMBER '  PER-
' F - ' CENTAGE ' oF ' CENTAGE . '! ' oF ' CENTAGE ¢ aF ' CENTAGE
¢+ STATIONS ' CHANGE ' STATIGNS ' CHANGE ¢ tOSTATIONS ' CHANGE ' STATIONS ' CHANGE
r ———
NEW ENGLAND: ' ’ ! ' t1SAST SOUTH CENTRAL: ! ' ' )
i CONNECTTCUTannanns’ = ' S = ' = ' ALABAMAL.ceseesenat - ' - 1 53 ' 7.6
] MAINEsasassssnnass’ 21 ' 4ok ! 22 ' Tel ' KENTUCKYosssossena® N N - 42 ' 8.0
' MASSACHUSETT Saaans’ - ! - 8 ' 1042 "7 AISSISSIPPTaaanees’ 39 ) 8.0 ¢ 41 : 7.7
NEW. HAMPSHIREusues" 58 ' 8.7 1 63 ' 843 'Y TENNESSEEaasssasss’ 24 * 4.9 ! 22 ! 1.7
RHIDE ISLAND sassea’ 5 ' 10.6 ! 2 Y- 2.5 00 ' ' ' :
VERMONT seennsavons’ 32 ' 3.3 ! 43 ' 4o4  PPWEST NORTH CENTRAL: ! ) ' '
' ' ' ' ' I0WAesesnsaancares’ 34 to- 2.4 Y 33 ' 0.3
" MIDDLE ATLANTIC: ' y ' ' TUOKANSAS.. ' 66 ' 2.2 ! 63 ' 2.8
£ NEW JERSEYuasannes! 9 ' 12.5 ! 22 ' S.6 't MINNESOTA ' 45 ) o4 ¥ 41 ’ 1.3
5 NEW YO0 eswesaesss’ 25 foo= 2.1 23 ' 2,7 't MISSOURTswesesennsa? 7L ' 1.8 ! 72 ! 6.7
PENNSYLVANIAswaeas? 47 ' De6 ¥ 46 ' 443 "' NEBRASKAseseas ' 19 LR N 29 ’ 0.6
' ) : * t1ONORTH DAKOTAseesaes! 32 vo-11.3 37 v 9.1
! SOUTH ATLANTIC 4 ' ' ' T1OSNUTH DAKOTAewssss! 34 to- 6.2 Y 34 v~ 7.9
(NORTH) ¢ . B 1 ' 0 1 1 ] . '
DELAWARF sesesncsss’ 14 ' 5.9 ! 13 ' 442 'TWEST SOUTH CENTRAL:D ! ' ' '
. MARYLAND  sesavanse? ' - 36 ' 4e5 1! ARKANSAS.ssasscssel - ' - 27 ' Ted
1' VIRGINIAvesscansss! - N 493t N L 5.0 '' LOUISIANAsssesvons! - ' - %7 ' 9.1
WEST VIRGINTAconaa? - y - - ! - 1" OKUAHOMA.+s. : - ' = - ' =
¢ ' ' ' T' TEXASsesserssacses’ 117 1 8.5 ' 113 ' 12.3
SOUTH ATLANTIC ' ' . t e ' ' ' '
(SQUTH): ' ' ' ' ! UADUNTATN: ' ! ' 4
; FLORIDAssssasnsens! - ' - - ' = 'Y ARTZONAsesessenesst 26 N 5.5 ! 27 . 8.4
GEORGIAseassoasons’ 23 ' 9.0 't 23 ' Te5 10 COLORADDusssesssses’ 41 t 8.5 ¢ 43 ' 8.1
NORTH CARDLINAweos'! 42 ' 3.6 ! 44 ' 4a% 17 IDAHGewensevennens’ -~ ' - 63 ' 1.6
SOUTH CAROLINA. eus? 8 ' 11.5 ' it ' 9eT PP MONTANAsssesnnsens’ 27 [ S 27 . 1.6
' ' ' ' Y5 ONEVADAL s asnavanast 26 ' 7.3t 27 * 9.2
EAST NORTH CENTRAL: ! ' ' ' 'Y ONEW MEXTCOeesnoses! 27 ' 9.6 ! 33 ' 11.5
TLLINDISeaicannans’ - ' - 21 ' 4.8 '1 UTAHLL. W ' 37 ' 6.5 ¢ 13 ' 3.8
] : INDTANAssosonsnnne’ 24 t - 6.0 ! 24 ' 3e3 ' AYOMINGesewnsanses’ 34 ' 2.8 ! 35 : 3.8
: MICHIGANesosesaens' 63 ' 2.0 ¢ 63 ' 6.8 1 : ' ' '
OHIDwssssnoooranns’ 22 - 1.3 21 N 4.7 'UPACIFIC: ' ' ' '
WISCONSINeweavsass! 30 i 1.7 ! 43 ' 542 "1 CALTFORNIAuesasnss? =~ ' 6.5 Y 14 i 5.0
e e e e e Y1 OREGONseesssssvasns! - | - - ' -
y ALASKAccuansanonns' = ' - B y - 1T WASHINGTONeswsavss! 6 ' Zad 7 12 J 0.8
: HAWATTamnsessansselt 3 ' 5.4 ! 3 ' 6.0 17 ' ' ' '

NOTE: 1-RUPAL MILEAGE DF SACH MAJOR TOLL RCUTE IS CONSIDERED AS ONE I2 MORE STATIONS, DEPENIING ON STATESH

2-WHERE THE NUMBER OF STATIONS 1S DASH "AND THE PERCENTAGE CHANGE 1S SHOWN,

BASFD ON EXSTENSIVE TRAFFIC SAMPLI

3-WHERE THE NUMBER DF STATIONS AND THE PERCENTAGE CHANGE FOR A STATE ARE DASHES,

NG SURVEYS.

AT TIME OF PRINTING, P NO COMPARABLE DATA WERE AVAILABLEG,

THE STATES PREPARED TRAFFIC ESTIMATES,

METHOD OF REPCRTING.

GENERALLY

THE STATE REPIRT HAD NOT BFAN RECEIVED
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