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PUBLIC'ROADS ADMINISTRATION
FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY
Mashington 25, D. C.

TRAFFIC VOLUME TRENDS

February 1949

on the basis of preliminary figures, motor vehicle travel on

main and local roads for the country as a whole was higher during

February 1949 than in any previous February.

Rural traffic
‘in vehicle-miles

Februgfy 1949 Percentage change from

(millicns) 1941 1943 1948

Main roads 10, 997 + 39.3 +119.4 + 9.2
Local roads 3,791 + 25.9 + 91.0 +17.4
+ 35.8 +111.3 +11.2

All rural roads 14,788

In the western regions, travel was lower than in. 1948 but
was higher than in 1941. On the other hand, an increase over any
previous year was shown in the eastern and central regions.

Rural traffic
in vehicle-miles

February 1949 Percentage‘chéngé‘from

{millions) 1941 1943 1948

_Eastern regions 4,874 + 33.3 +138.1  +19.0
Central regions 7,636 + 39.3 +102.0 = +11l.4
+ 29-0 + 950’7 - 3'2

Western regions 2,278

Travel on city streets and on rural roads as a whole was
heavier than in any previous February. ‘

‘Percentage changé from

1941 1943 1948

City streets ; +27.1 +820 t+8.1
Rural roads ” i + 35.8 +111.3  +11.2
+ 8.6

All roads and stireets i + 31.3 + 95.9
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TABLE 1.--PRELININARY SUNNARY OF AbTOHA‘TIC TRAFFIC RECORDER DATA FOR
FEBRUARY 1949 INCLUDING 642 STATIONS IN 43 STATES

Traffic volume

Traffic volume

619

Type of‘ highway Number percentage Type of highway Numl;er percentage
and State ' of change from and State ot change from
. stations| February 1948 stations February: 1948
STATE HIGHWAYS LOCAL HIGHWAYS
Alabama 7 +20.4 Alabama 1 + 7.6
Arizona 4 - 1.6 Connecticut 3 +40.3
Arkansas 18 +26.1 .
“palifornia 4 - 7.0 Delaware 2 +3z2.2
go‘lora(:o . 19 + 7.3 Georgia 3 +11.6
onnecticu 17 +26.6 o +
Delaware 3 +18.3 -Indiana 1 T28-8
‘Florida e nan
Georgia 7 + 5.3 Maryland 1 T39.7
Idaho 8 -30.9 " Michigan 2 - 0.7
-Illinois 3 < 1.6
Indiana 21 +13.1 Missouri 2 +45.3
lowa - PR,
. - 7.9
Kansas 14 + &.6 Montana . 2
Kentucky 12 +10.4 Nebraska 1 <13.0
Louisiana 16 +15.2
Maine ‘ 12 +12.3 North Dakota 1 49.2
Maryland 17 +24.1 Ohio 1 +12.6
Massachusetts 9 +21.0
Michigan 26 +13.6 Oregon 1 +26.1
Minnesota 24 +10.6 ¥
: : 35.5
Mississippi 10 +22.3 Rhode Is“.nd !
Missouri 25 +10.0 Wisconsin 1 +0.7
Montana 12 - 3.8
"~ Nebraska 11 - 9.5
Nevad-k 16 -16.5
. New Hampshire 12 +18.0 : -
New Jersey \ 3 B +20.4 POTAL - 15 STATES 23 +17.4
New Mexico 16 + 3.4 ‘
‘New York cem- PR =
~ North Carolina 20 +12.2 ‘ :
North Dakota 9 - 8.1 ALL HIGHWAYS
Ohio 12 +11.1 43 STATES 642 +11.2
Okiashoma 20 +12.0 i
Oregon 10 - 9.2
Pennsylyania 29 +13.5 '3 EASTERN REGIONS 171 +19.0
- Rhode Island 2 +16.2 ‘
* South Carolina 7 +10.0
South Dakota 10 + 3.1
Tennessee 15 +13.6 !
Texas 86 +13.2 i
Utah 12 + 3.0 i
Vermont 12 + 9.2 ll CENPRAL REGIONS 357 +11.4
Virginia [P, [—, i
Washington 10 -17.2
West Virginia 11 +26.2
Wisconsin 8 + 0.4
Wyoming ... .-
TOTAL - 43 STATES + 9.2 ’2 ¥VESTERN REGIONS 114 - 3.2







TABLE 2.-—REVISED SUHXAHY OF AHTOHATIC TRAFFIC RECDRDER DATA FOR

JANUARY 1949 INCLUDING 696 STATIO}IS IN 46 STATES!

Number T:‘f:icﬁ:elqme, Number Tr:::::n::;:me'
Region and State of percentage Region and State of
tati change from stations change from
stations January 1948 January 1948
| NEW ENGLAND | EAST SOUTH CENTRAL
Connecticut 20 +37.3 Alabama 7 +%6. 3
Maine 12 +17.6 Kentucky - 12 +19.0
Massachusetts 8 +35.7 Mississippi 10 +29.2
New Hampshire 12 +22.9 Tennessee 15 +24.0
‘Rhode Island 4 +23.3 Sudbtotal g ‘24,4
Vermont 12 +15.3
Subdbtotal 68 +29.7 NEST SOUTH CENTRAL
’ Arkansas 17 +30. 5
"HIDDLE ATLANTIC Louisiana 12 +28.8
New Jersey 3 +33.2 Oklshoma 20 -16.7
New. York B Texas 88 + 8.1
Pennsylvania 29 +21.6 Sudtotal 137 + 7,7
. Subdtotal : 32 24,1
: , NOUNTAIN
SOUTE ATL&NTIC Arizona 4 + 2.5
Delaware 5 +23.0 Colorado 22 - 2.6
Maryland 18 +21.7 Idaho 8 -14.7
Virginia 3 “+15.0 Montana 14 -12.4
West Virginia 11 +35.8 Nevada 16 -16.5
Subtotal north New Mexico 16 - 5.6
- portion 37 +au.8 Utah 12 -18.7
: : Wyoming - B R
Florida .18 +11.9 Subtotal 92 - 7.9
Georgia 10 + 5.5 :
North Carolina 20 + 9.1 PACIFIC
s«u;th Car‘olina 5 +21.4 California 7 - 9.3
Subtotal south Oregon 11 -10.8
" portion 53 +10.8 Washington 10 -20.3
‘ Subtotal 28 -13.3
Subtotal region 90 +16.5 -
‘ TOTAL ALL STATES ; + 6.1
EAST NORTH CENTRAL 696
Illinois 4 < 7.6
Indiana 22 +13.4 STATE HIGHWAYS 666 + 5.9
Michigan 28 +15.4
Ohio 15 +10.9 i
Wisconsin 9 + 5.6 LOCAL HIGHWAYS 30 + 6.6
Subtotal :
78 *11.9 3 EASTERN REGIONS 190 +17.6
WEST NORTH CENTRAL
Iowa 33 - 6.8
Kansas 14 -13.8 .
Minnesota 24 + 3.5 4 CENTRAL REGIONS 386 + 4.3
Missouri 27 - 9.0
Nebraska 12 -38.4
North Dakota 12 -18.8
‘South Dakota 5 .29.9 :
Subtotal igw - 9. 2 WESTERN REGIONS 120 - 8.4
lConbi;iu'd State and local highways.
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TABLE 3. --NUXBER OF VEHICLES, CLASSIF'IED BY TYPES, USING TOLL FACILITIES
FEBRUARY 1949 CONPARED FITE THOSE IN FEBRUARY 1948

1949

Percentage change

from 1948
Facilities
. Passenger Trucks Pas- |Trucks
Total c",g and Total | genger| and-
busses cars! |busses
EASTERN REGIONS
4 in the New England States 1,026,690 927,816 ‘08,874 | +30.0 | +33.2 | +'5.9
14 in the Middle Atlantic States 10, 142,056 8,760,380 | 1,381,676 | +30.3 +35.0 + 6.9
2 parkways in the dedle Atlantic States 1,108,730 1,108,730 |  ~--~-~ +45.1 | +45.1 | <=~~~
Pennsylvania Turnpike? 182,323 123,230 59,093 | +23.0 | +24.8 +19.4
‘5 -in the South Atlantic States 425,492 341,591 83,001} +27.1] +32.0 | +l0.4
Maine Turnpike? 73,366 64,638 8,728| +31.4| +29.1 | +51.0
TOTAL - 27 facilities 12,958,857 11,326,385 1,632,272| +s1.2| H35.5 | +9.5
M e —— —
CENTRAL REGIONS
3 on the Great Lakes Canadian borderd 205,927 191,282 14,645| +4.8| + 4.2 +12.4
1 in the Great Lakes Region 6,491 5,265 1,226 +6.7| +8.0 | + 1.7
Subtotal 4 facilities 212,418 196,547 15,871 +u.8 | *t .3} +i1.5
3 on the Ohio River 235,109 198,433 36,676 | +23.2| +27.2 | + 5.4
ﬁycfm the Mississippi and St. Croix Rivers .
| St. Louis and North 332,128 265,583 | 66,545| +6.0| + 1.8 | +26.8
3 on the Miss. River south of St. Louis ‘91, 200 64,142 27,058 +6.9| + 5.9 + 9.5
Sudtotal § facilities 423,328 329,725 93,603 | + 8.2 | + 2.6 | +21.2
4 on the Missouri River 136, 340 106,923 29,417 -3.6| -53| +3.3
3 in the West South Central States 22,403 21,310 1,003 - 4.9 - 3.3 -28.3
‘Subtotal 7 facilities 158,748 128,233 30,510 ) - 3.8 | - 5.0 | + 1.7
TOTAL - 23 facilities 1,029,598 852,938 176,660 | +7.6 | +6.5 | +13.1
WESTERN REGIONS
2 in California 2,513,954 2,283,204 230,750 - 2.1| - 2.3 | - 0.3
‘5 in the Oxjegon-Was‘hington Area ’299,319 251,118 48,201 -10.1 | -12.7 + 6.3
TOTAL - 7 facilities 2.;75313.273 2,534,322 278,951} - 3.0} - 3.4 t+o.8
UNITED STATES
TOTAL - 57 facilities 16.801 528 14,713,645 | 2,087,883 | +22.3 | +24.9 | + 7.0

l‘lﬂlm'm-tevu'n.ne vehicles included in report and treated as pgssenger cars unless otherwise specxfied.
2Number of vehicles, those using any portion of the t‘acility.
30ne of these hcilities il in Western New York and therefou is related to similar fneihties in the Central Ststes.
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- FIGURE 3-VEHICLE-‘MILE‘S OF TRAVEL ON ALL RURAL ROADS
| ~IN 1941, 194.3,1948 AND 1949 ‘
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