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T R A F F I C  VOLUME TRENDS - JANUARY 1985 

B A S E D  ON P R E L I M I N A R Y  REPORTS FROM THE STATE HIGHWAY A G E N C I E S ,  
T R A V E L  D U R I N G  JANUARY 1985 ON A L L  ROADS AND STREETS I N  THE N A T I O N  
I N C R E A S E D  BY 1.6 PERCENT AS COMPARED TO JANUARY 1984, R E S U L T I N G  
I N  E S T I M A I E D  TRAVEL FOR THE MONTH A T  125816 M I L L I O N  V E H I C L E  M I L E S .  
T I I I S  'TOTAL I N C L U D E S  52437 M I L L I O N  V E H I C L E  M I L E S  ON RURAL ROADS AND 
73378 M I L L I O N  V E H I C L E  M I L E S  ON URBAN ROADS AND S T R E E T S .  

T R A V E L  FOR T t i E  CURRENT M O N r H  AS WELL AS THE C U M U L A T I V E  YEARLY T O T A L  
ON ALL ROADS AND STREETS I S  SHOWN BELOW. S I M I L A R  T O T A L S  FOR EACH YEAR 
S I N C E  1970 ARE ACSO I N C L U D E D .  

TRAVEL I N  M I L L I O N S  
A L L  ROADS AND STREETS 

YEAR JANUARY YEAR TO D A T E  

1970 80173 80 173 
1971 85336 85336 
1972 92465 92465 
1973 96664 96664 
1974 95030 95030 
1975 98342 98342 
1976 102460 102460 
1977 102445 102445 
1978 109838 109838 
1979 114354 114354 
1980 116462 1 16462 
198 1 1 16049 t 16049 
1982 109757 109757 
1983 119436 1 19436 
1984 123804 123804 
1985 125816 125816 

T R A F F I C  VOLUME TRENDS I S  A MONTHLY REPORT PREPARED BY THE P L A N N I N G  
S E R V I C E S  RRANCt i .  HIGHWAY S T A T I S T I C S  D I V I S I O N .  BASED ON HOURLY T R A F F I C  
C O U N r  D A T A .  fl4F.SE D A T A ,  COLLECTED AT APPROXIMATELY 4000 CONTINUOUS 
T R A F F I C  C O U N T I N G  L O C A r I O N S  N A T I O N W I D E ,  ARE USED TO D E T E R M I N E  THE PERCENT 
CtIANGE I N  T R A F F I C  FOR THE CURRENT MONTH COMPARED TO THE SAME MONTH I N  THE 
PREVTOUS Y E A R .  T H I S  PERCENT CHANGE I S  A P P L I E D  TO THE T R A V E L  FOR THE 
SAME P F R I O D  I N  T I iE  P R E V I O U S  YEAR TO O B T A I N  T R A V E L  FOR THE CURRENT P E R I O D .  

FOR EXTRA C O P I E S ,  OR TO B E  P U T  ON THE MONTHLY M A I L I N G  L I S T .  CONTACT:  
FEDERAL HIGt IWAY A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  HIGHWAY S T A T I S T I C S  D I V I S I O N ,  ROOM 3300 
4 0 0  7Tt.I STREETS SW. WASHTNGTON. D . C .  20590. PHONE 202 426-0160. 

N O T E :  B E G I N N I N G  W I T H  1980 D A T A ,  THE RURAL HIGHWAY CATEGORIES HAVE B E E N  
Ct lANGED FROM M A I N  RURAL ROADS AND LOCAL RURAL ROADS TO RURAL AR- 
T E R I A L  ROADS AND OTHER RURAL ROADS. ALTHOUGH THE RURAL COMPONENTS 
OF THE R E V I S E D  DATA S E R I E S  B E G I N N I N G  I N  1980 ARE NOT D I R E C T L Y  COM- 
P A R A B L E  W I T H  THE S E R I E S  P R I O R  TO 1980. THE T O T A L  RURAL , T O T A L  URBAN 
AND ALI. SYSTEM C A T E G O R I E S  ARE C O N S I S T E N T . -  

THE CHANGE H A S  B E E N  MADE TO P R O V I D E  CONSISTENCY W I T H  OTHER FHWA 
DATA S E R I E S  AND TO ALLOW A MORE R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  I N D I C A T O R  OF I N T E R -  
C I T Y  T R A V E L  P A T T E R N S .  
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IGURE 2-6 - T R A V E L  ON URBAN ROADS RND S T R E E T S  BY M O N T H  
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T A B L E  1.-SUMMARY B Y  ROAD C L A S S  AND B Y  GEOGRAPHIC AREA 

-- - -- -- - -- - - -- -- 
P R E L I M I N A R Y  DATA FOR JANUARY 

V E H I C L E - M I L E S  V E H I C L E - M I L E S  
(MILLIONS) PERCENTAGE (MILLIONS) PERCENTAGE 

CHANGE 

-- - -- -- 
C L A S S  OF ROAD, A L L  STATES 

RURAL A R r F R I A L  ROADS 3 0 . 4 0 5  
DTHFR RURAL ROADS 2 2 . 0 3 3  
A L L  RURAL ROADS. 5 2 . 4 3 7  
C I T Y  STREETS . 7 3 , 3 7 8  
A L L  ROADS AND S T R F E T S  . 1 2 5 , 8 1 6  

48  S T A T E S  ( R U R A L  A R T E R I A L  ) 
EASTERN R F G I O N  
CENTRAI  R E G I O N  
WESTERN R E G I O N  

T A B L E  2 . -CHANGES ON RURAL A R T E R I A L  ROADS B Y  STATES 

- -- 
DECEMBER 
(REVISED) 

JANUARY 
( P R E L I M I N A R Y )  

DECEMBER 
( R E V I S E D )  

JANUARY 
( P R E L I M I N A R Y )  

D I V I S I O N  AND STATE -- 
NUMBER 

0 F 
S T A T I O N S  

-- 
PER- 

CENTAGE 
CHANGE 

-- 
P E R -  

CEN? AGE 
CHANGE 

D I V I S I O N  AND STATE -. --- 
NUMBER 

0 F 
STAT I O N S  

PER-  
CENTAGE 

CHANGE 

PER-  
CENTAGE 

CHANGE 

NUMBER 
0 F 

S T A T I O N S  

NUMBER 
OF 

S T A T I O N S  

-- 
E A S T  SOUTH CENTRAL:  

. . . . . . . . . .  ALABAMA 
KENTUCKY . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . .  M I S S I S S I P P I .  
TENNESSEE.  . . . .  

-- -- - --. - - - - -- 
NEW ENGI AND 

CONNECTICUT 
M A I N F  . 
MASSACHUSFTTS 
NEW HAMPSt I IRF  
RHODE I S L A N D  . 
VERMONT WEST NORTH CENTRAL:  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IOWA 
KANSAS . . . . . . . . . . .  
MINNESOTA . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . .  M I S S O U R I  

. . . . . . . . . .  NEBRASKA 
NORTH DAKOTA . . . . . .  
SOUTH DAKOTA . . . . .  

M I D D L E  A T L A N T I C  
NEW rJERSFY 
NEW YORK . . 
PENNSYI -VANIA  . 

sourti A T I  ANTIC 
( N O R T I i )  

DELAWARE 
MARYLAND 
V I R G I N I A  
WEST V I R G I N I A  

TOUTt i  A T L A N T T P  
( SOUTri  ) 

F L O R I D A  
GEORGIA 
NORTH C A R O L I N A  
SOUTH CAROI TNA 

WEST SOUTH CENTRAL:  
ARKANSAS . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . .  L O U I S I A N A  
OKLAHOMA . . . . . . . . . .  
TEXAS . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

M O U N T A I N  : 
. . . . . . . .  A R I Z O N A . .  

. . . . . . . . . .  CClLDRADO 
I D A H O  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
MONTANA . . . . . . . . . .  
NEVADA . . . . . . . . . . . .  
NEW M E X I C O  . . . . . . .  
U T A H .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  
WYOMING . . . . . . . . . . .  

P A C I F I C :  
C A L I F O R N I A . .  . . . .  
OREGON . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . .  WASHINGTON 

EAST NORTH C E N T R A L .  
I L L I N O I S  
I N D I A N A  
M I C I I T G A N  
O H I O  
W I S C O N S I N  

- - 
ALASKA 
r i n w n  I I 

N O T E :  1 RURAL M I L F A G E  OF EACH MAJOR T O L L  ROUTE I S  CONSIDERED AS ONE OR MORE S T A T I O N S ,  D E P E N D I N G  ON S T A T E S '  METHOD OF R E P O R T I N G  

2 -Wt iFRF 71iF NUMBER OF S T A T I O N S  I S  SHOWN AS A DASH AND A VALUE FOR PERCENTAGE CHANGE I S  I N D I C A T E D .  THE L A T T E R  VALUE I S  
B A S F D  ON A S T A l E W I D E  E S T I M A T E  P R O V I D E D  B Y  THE HIGHWAY AGENCY A S  DETERMINED FROM E X T E N S I V E  T R A F F I C  S A M P L I N G  SURVEYS 

3-WHERE THE NUMBER OF S T A T I O N S  AND THE PERCENTAGE CHANGE ARE SHOWN AS DASHES.  I N S U F F I C I E N T  I N F O R M A T I O N  WAS A V A I L A B L E  
TO OFTERMINE A N  E S T I M A T E .  



FEDERAL HIGHWAY A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  
HIGHWAY S T A T I S T I C S  D I V I S I O N  
4 0 0  - 7 T H  STREET.  S .W.  
WASHINGTON. O . C .  2 0 5 9 0  T A B L E  3 

E S T I M A T E D  I N D I V I D U A L  MONTHLY MOTOR V E H I C L E  TRAVEL I N  THE U N I T E 0  STATES * * *  

I MONTH 

SYSTEM I J ~ .  I MAR I APR MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEPT OCT NOV DEC 

- - - - - - - - - - - ~ - ~ ~ - ~ - ~ ~ -  - 

1 9 8 4  I N D I V I D U A L  MONTHLY V E H I C L E - M I L E S  OF TRAVEL I N  B I L L I O N S *  

RURAL AR1 ER I AL 

OTHER RURAL 

URBAN 

A L L  SYSTEMS 

1 9 8 5  I N D I V I D U A L  MONTHLY V E H I C L E - M I L E S  OF TRAVEL I N  B I L L I O N S * *  

OTHER RURAL 2 2 . 0  

URBAN 73 4 

A L L  SYSTEMS 1 2 5 . 8  

PERCENT CHANGE I N  I N D I V I D U A L  MONTHLY TRAVEL 

RURAL A R T E R I A L  

OTHER RURAL 

URBAN 

A L L  SYSTEMS 

TABLE 4  

ESTIMATED CUMULATIVE MONTHLY MOTOR V E H I C L E  TRAVEL I N  THE U N I T E D  STATES * * *  

- - - 
MONTH 

SYSTEM 

-- -- - -- . - 

1 9 8 4  CUMULATIVE MONTHLY V E H I C L E - M I L E S  OF TRAVEL I N  B I L L I O N S *  

RURAL A R l E R J A L  

OTHER RURAL 

URBAN 

A L L  SYSTEMS 

- - -- -- .. 

1 9 8 5  CUMULATIVE MONTHLY V E H I C L E - M I L E S  OF TRAVEL I N  B I L L I O N S * *  

RURAL A R l  E R I  A  

OTHFR RIJRAI- 

URBAN 

A L L  SYSTEMS 

PERCENT CHANGE I N  CUMULATIVE MONTHLY TRAVEL 1 9 8 5  VS.  

RURAL ART ER1 Al. 

OTHER RURAL. 

URRAN 

A L L  SYSTEMS 

* THESE ARE P R E L I M I N A R Y  E S T I M A T E S  WHICH W I L L  B E  R E V I S E D  TO AGREE WI- F I N A L  ESTIMATES OF 1 9 8 4  ANNUAL 
TRAVEL PROVIDED BY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENTS. 

* *  TU B E  R E V I S E D  BASED ON 1 9 8 4  F I N A L  TRAVEL E S T I M A T E S .  
+ + *  SYSTFM E N F R I E S  MAY NOT ADD TO TOTAL " A L L  SYSTEMS'  DUE TO ROUNDING. 

FOR FURTHER I N F O R M A T I O N  CONTACT KENNETH WELTY, HIGHWAY S T A T I S T I C S  D I V I S I O N ,  FEDERAL HIGHWAY A D M I N I S T R A T I O N .  2 0 2 - 4 2 6 - 0 1 6 0 .  



R E V I S E D  T R A V E L  E S T I M A T E S  

* r - - 4 i r + * - ~ - - * - - - - r - i ~ - - - - - - l - - - + - - ~ - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - + - - ~ - - ~ - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

I MONTH 
- - l - - - - - - - i f - - - r - - - - - - - - - - - C - - - - * - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 4 - - - - - - - * . - - * - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

SVSf E 4l I J I M  ) FE8 I MAR ( *PI4 ( MAY I JVNE JULY 1 AOG I SEPT OCT 1 NOV I DEC 
i - i , A r u r . r * - r - - r - + - r - - - - - - - t - - - - - - - - i - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - i - - - - ~ - - - ~ i - - - i - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - ~ - - ~ - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - ~ - ~ - - - - - - - - .  

1883 lNOIVIDUAL MONT)tLY VEHICLE-MILES OF TRAVEL IN BILLIONS* 

, *+ . .4m**-* .m*-- - -  

WUAL ARfERIAt 

owm RURAL 

URBAN 

ALL SYSTEMS 
I ' W - ~ C * - ~ * - ~ C ~ - -  

1983 CUMULLSTIVE MWTHLV VEHICLE-MILES OF TRAVEL I N  t3ILLJOMS* 

**-*T-+....-.F---7 

M A C  ARTEFIfAl 

OTHER RURAL 

URBAN 

itt SYSTEMS 
---t-%.-".------- 

THESE ESTIMATES HAVE BEEN REVISED TO AGREE W I T H  FINAL ESTIMATES OF $983 

ANNUAL TRAVEL PROVIDED BY THE STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENTS. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT KENNETH WELTV, HIGHWAY S T A T I S T I C S  DTVXSION. FEDERAL N f W & V  ADMLNiSTRbTION 
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