
TRAFFIC VOLUME 
U.S. Department 
of Transportation 
Federal Highway TRENDS JANUARY 1987 
Administration 

TRAVEL ON ALL ROADS AND STREETS tS UP BY 3.6 PERCENT 
FOR JANUARY 1987 AS COMPARED TO JANUARY 1386. 

WESTERN CENTRAL 

ESTIMATED VEHIC ILES OF TRAVEL 

29.7 BILUON 58.6 BILLION 

PERCENT CHANGE IN TRAFFIC COMPARED 

EASTERN 

EY REGION JANUARY 1987. 

48.1 BILLION 

TO SAME MONTH LAST YEAR 

+4.4 

ALL DATA FOR T m  MONTH ARE: PRIEUWMURY. REVlEP, VALUE) FUR THE 

m v i a ~ s  UOWTH A~LL rnorn r TAW 1 AWD L. 

8 OF TRAVEL HAVE BEEN COMPUTED UffH 1- VM-2 A8 A Mw. 

QOMLED UlTH DATA #I HA- A8 OF MARCH 1S. 1917. 



TRAFFIC VOLUME TRENDS - JANUARY 1987 

BASED ON PRELIMINARY REPORTS FROM THE STATE HIGHWAY AGENCIES, 
TRAVEL DURING JANUARY 1987 ON A L L  ROADS AND STREETS I N  THE NATION 
INCREASED BY 3.6  PERCENT AS COMPARED TO RY 1986, TLNG 
I N  ESTIMATED TRAVEL HE MONTH AT 1373 L L I O N  VEHI  LES.  
T H I S  TOTAL INCLUDES 30 M I L L I O N  VEHIC LES ON RUR DS AND 

80606 M I L L I O N  VEHIC LES ON URBAN ROA D STREETS. 

TRAVEL FOR THE CURRENT MONTH AS WELL AS THE CUMULATIVE YEARLY TOTAL 
ON ALL  ROADS AND STREETS I S  SHOWM BELOW. S I M I L A R  TOTALS FOR EACH YEAR 
SINCE 1970 ARE ALSO INCLUDED. 

TRAVEL I N  M I L L I O N S  
ALL ROADS AND STREETS 

YEAR JANUARY YEAR TO DATE 

1970 80173 80173 
1971 85336 $5336 
1972 92465 92465 
1973 96664 96664 
1974 95030 95030 
1975 98342 98342 
1976 102460 102460 
1977 102445 102445 
1978 109838 109838 
1979 I 14354 114354 
1980 1 16462 116462 
1981 1 16049 I 16049 
1982 109757 109757 
1983 119436 1 19436 
1984 122529 122529 
1985 124122 124122 
1986 132622 132622 
1987- 137336 137336 

TRAFFIC VOLUME TRENDS I S  A MONTHLY REPORT BASED ON HOURLY TRAFFIC 
COUNT DATA. THESE DATA, COLLECTED AT APPROXIMATELY 4000 CONTINUOUS 
TRAFFIC COUNTING LOCATIONS NATIONWIDE, ARE USED TO DETERMINE THE PERCENT 
CHANGE I N  TRAFFIC FOR THE CURRENT MONTH COMPARED TO THE SAME MONTH I N  THE 
PREVIOUS YEAR. T H I S  PERCENT CHANGE I S  APPLIED TO THE TRAVEL FOR THE 
SAME PERIOD I N  THE PREVIOUS YEAR TO OBTAIN TRAVEL FOR THE CURRENT PERIOD. 

FOR EXTRA COPIES, OR TO BE PUT ON THE MONTHLY M A I L I N G  L I S T .  CONTACT: 
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION, OFFICE OF HIGHWAY INFORMATION MANAGEMENT, 
ROOM 3300 - HPM-30. 400 7TH STREET S.W.,  WASHINGTON. D .C .  20590. 

PHONE 202-366-5055. 





JFlN FEB MFlR F 

.,.. 

.... 

.,.. 

.... 

b., 
., . . 

.... 

.,.. 

.... 

., . . + 

.... 
'?* 

., . . 

..... 

.... 

.,.. 

.,.. 

.,.. 

.... 

.... 

,.,.. 

..... 

. ., . . 

..... 

i 
OV 

T R A V E L  MONTH 
PREPARED DY KENNETH H. WELTY 

........... Eq - 19811 - - - - DATE PREPAWEO - nrmn re. mar. 

-- --------a - 1986 



FEDERAL HIGHWAY A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  
HIGHWAY S T A T I S T I C S  D I V I S I O N  
400 - 7 T H  STREET. S.W. 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20590 TABLE 1. 

ESTIMATED I N D I V I D U A L  MONTHLY MOTOR VEHICLE TRAVEL I N  THE U N I T E D  STATES * * *  

I MONTH 

SYSTEM I JAN FEE MAR APR MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEPT OCT NOV DEC 

_ _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - - - -  

T986 I N D I V I D U A L  MONTHLY VEHICLE-MILES OF TRAVEL I N  B I L L I O N S *  

RURAL ARTERIAL  31.1 29.1 37.3 37.4 40.6 42.4 45.6 46.7 39.2 40.0 37.1 37.7 

OTHER RURAL 23.5 22.0 25.8 25.2 26.3 26.4 26.8 27.4 25.6 26.7 25.0 25.7 

URBAN 77 .9  73.3 87.9 90.5 96 .5  97.1 101 .O 102.6 92.9 95 .4  87.4 87.5 

A L L  SYSTEMS 132.6 124.4 151 .O 153.1 163.4 165.8 173.4 176.7 157.7 162.1 149.4 151 .O 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ C _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - ~ - ~  

1987 I N D I V I D U A L  MONTHLY V E H I C L E - M I L E S  OF TRAVEL I N  B I L L I O N S * *  

RURAL ARTERIAL  1 4 . 1  1 
OTHER RURAL 

URBAN I :I: I 
A L L  SYSTEMS 3.61- 

PERCENT CHANGE I N  I N D I V I D U A L  MONTHLY TRAVEL 1987 VS. 1986 

FEDERAL HIGHWAY A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  
HIGHWAY S T A T I S T I C S  D I V I S I O N  
400 - 7 T H  STREET, S.W. 
WASHINGTON. D .C .  20590 TABLE 2. 

ESTIMATED CUMULATIVE MONTHLY MOTOR VEHICLE TRAVEL I N  THE U N I T E D  STATES *** 

MONTH 

SYSTEM J A N  ( F E E  I MAR 1 APR I MAY 1 JUNE I JULY I AUG I SEPT I OCT I NOV I DEC 

1986 CUMULATIVE MONTHLY VEHICLE-MILES OF TRAVEL I N  B I L L I O N S *  I 

1987 CUMULATIVE MONTHLY V E H I C L E - M I L E S  OF TRAVEL I N  B I L L I O N S * *  I 
RURAL A R T E R I A L  32.4 

OTHER RURAL 24.3 

URBAN 80.6 

A L L  SYSTEMS 137.3 
------------ 

PERCENT CHANGE I N  CUMULATIVE MONTHLY TRAVEL 1987 VS. 1986 

* THESE ARE PRELIMINARY ESTIMATES WHICH W I L L  BE REVISED TO AGREE W I T H  F I N A L  ESTIMATES OF 1987 ANNUAL 
TRAVEL PROVIDED BY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENTS. *. 

* *  TO BE REVISED BASED ON 1987 F I N A L  TRAVEL ESTIMATES.  
* * *  SYSTEM ENTRIES MAY NOT ADD TO TOTAL " A L L  SYSTEMS" DUE TO ROUNDING. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT KENNETH WELTY. OFFICE OF HIGHWAY INFORMATION MANAGEMENT. 
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION,  PHONE 202-366-5055. 



T A B L E  3.-SUMMARY BY ROAD CLASS AND BY GEOGRAPHIC AREA 

P R E L I M I N A R Y  DATA FOR JANUARY R E V I S E D  DATA FOR DECEMBER 

V E H I C L E - M I L E S  V E H I C L E - M I L E S  
( M I L L I O N S )  PERCENTAGE ( M I L L I O N S )  PERCENTAGE 

CHANGE CHANGE 
1987 1986 1986 i985 

C L A S S  O F  ROAD. A L L  S T A T E S :  
RURAL A R T E R I A L  ROADS . . . . . . . . . . .  32.420 31.142 4.1 37,743 34.880 8.2 
OTHER RURAL ROADS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24,311 23,539 3.3 25.691 24.118 6.5 
A L L  RURAL ROADS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  56,730 54,681 3.7 63.434 58.998 7.5 
C I T Y  STREETS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  80.606 77-94 1 3.4 87.532 82.586 6.0 
A L L  ROADS AND STREETS.  . . . . . . . . .  137,336 132,622 3.6 150.966 141,584 6.6 

48 S T A T E S  (RURAL A R T E R I A L  ) :  
EASTERN REGION.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  11,011 10.405 5.8 13,052 11,874 9.9 
CENTRAL R E G I O N  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  15,079 14,731 2.4 17.837 16,662 7 .O 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  WESTERN R E G I O N  6,177 5.864 5.3 6.688 6,190 8.0 

T O T A L .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  32.267 31,000 4.1 37,577 34,726 8.2 

TABLE 4.-CHANGES ON RURAL A R T E R I A L  ROADS BY STATES 

D I V I S I O N  AND STATE 

NEW ENGLAND: 
C O N N E C T I C U T . . . .  . . .  
M A I N E  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
MASSACHUSETTS . . . . .  
NEW HAMPSHIRE . . . . .  
RHODE I S L A N D  . . . . . .  
VERMONT . . . . . . . . . . .  

M I D D L E  A T L A N T I C :  
NEW JERSEY . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . .  NEW YORK 
P E N N S Y L V A N I A  . . . . . .  

SOUTH A T L A N T I C  
(NORTH)  : 

DELAWARE . . . . . . . . . .  
MARYLAND . . . . . . . . . .  
V I R G I N I A  . . . . . . . . . .  
WEST V I R G I N I A .  . . . .  

SOUTH A T L A N T I C  
( SOUTH) : 

F L O R I D A .  . . . . . . . . . .  
GEORGIA . . . . . . . . . . .  
NORTH C A R O L I N A  . . . .  
SOUTH C A R O L I N A  . . . .  

EAST NORTH CENTRAL:  
I L L I N O I S  . . . . . . . . . .  
I N D I A N A  . . . . . . . . . . .  
M I C H I G A N  . . . . . . . . . .  
O H I O .  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
W I S C O N S I N  . . . . . . . . .  

ALASKA . . . . . . . . . . . .  
H A W A I I .  . . . . . . . . . . .  

( P R E L I  

NUMBER 
OF 

S T A T I O N S  

PER- 
CENTAGE 

CHANGE 

D I V I S I O N  AND STATE 

EAST SOUTH CENTRAL:  
ALABAMA . . . . . . . . . . .  
KENTUCKY . . . . . . . . . .  
M I S S I S S I P P I  . . . . . . .  
TENNESSEE . . . . . . . . .  

WEST NORTH CENTRAL: 
IOWA . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
KANSAS . . . . . . . . . . . .  
MINNESOTA . . . . . . . . .  
M I S S O U R I  . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . .  NEBRASKA 
NORTH DAKOTA . . . . . .  
SOUTH DAKOTA . . . . . .  

MEST SOUTH CENTRAL:  
ARKANSAS . . . . . . . . . .  
L O U I S I A N A  . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . .  OKLAHOMA 
TEXAS . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

WOUNTA I N : 
ARIZONA . . . . . . . . . . .  
COLORADO . . . . . . . . . .  
I D A H O  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
MONTANA . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . .  NEVADA 
NEW MEXICO . . . . . . . .  
UTAH.  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
WYOMING . . . . . . . . . . .  

D A C I F I C :  
C A L I F O R N I A  . . . . . . . .  
OREGON . . . . . . . . . . . .  
WASHINGTON . . . . . . . .  

JANUARY 
( P R E L I M I N A R Y )  

NUMBER 
0 F 

S T A T I O N S  

46 
29 

12 

62 
49 
22 
5 1 
20 
30 
2 5 

15 

34 

2 9 
4 8 

12 

44 
3 1 

2 1 

PER- 
CENTAGE 

CHANGE 

6.3 
1.8 

6.7 

3.9 
- 1.3 
8.0 - 0.9 
5.7 
5.8 
6.6 

2.5 

- 8.4 

- 1.3 
7.8 

7.0 

5.5 
- 5.4 

7.1 

8.3 

DECEMBER 
( R E V I S E D )  

NUMBER 
CENTAGE 

NOTE:  1-WHERE THE NUMBER OF S T A T I O N S  I S  SHOWN A S  A DASH AND A VALUE FOR PERCENTAGE CHANGE I S  I N D I C A T E D .  THE L A T T E R  VALUE I S  
BASED O N  A STATEWIDE E S T I M A T E  PROVIDED BY THE HIGHWAY AGENCY AS DETERMINED FROM E X T E N S I V E  T R A F F I C  SAMPLING SURVEYS 

2-WHERE THE NUMBER OF S T A T I O N S  AND THE PERCENTAGE CHANGE ARE SHOWN AS DASHES, I N S U F F I C I E N T  I N F O R M A T I O N  WAS A V A I L A B L E  
TO DETERMINE A N  E S T I M A T E .  






