- FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY -
PUBLIC ROADS ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON ‘

IN YOUR REPLY PLEASE

REFER TO FILE No.

Informational Memerandum o, 12

‘Date: July 7; 19k2

Subject: Traffic density trends.

ﬂvaxlable traffic data frcm automatlc traffic recorders, toll facil~
ities, and urban sources show that drastic decreases in traffic volumes
have ocourred since May 15 in the gas-rationed area. Percentage increases
or &ecreases are based on specific perieds in Nay 19&2, as compared with

 the same neriods in 1941,

Total traffic at 98 automatic traffic recorder stations in 15 States
in the gas-rationed area decreased 18 percent during the first two full

- weeks in May and MB percent in the last two weeks of May, as compared with

traffic a year ago. The traffic decrease at 167 stations in 23 States

~ amounted to 13.6 percent and 16.9 nercent for similar veriods in thﬁ nOD~
rationed area. ' '

~ Data from 9 toll facilities in I Malne, Few York, New Jarsey,
Pennsyivanla, and Florida for the last two weeks of iay showed that
passenger-car traffic decreased 36 percent, while commercial-vehicle traf-

- fic at these same facilities increased 9 percent. Preliminary information
- forxr the first part of June 1n&icates, however, that the increase in

cemmercialnvshicle traffic may not be maintained. Traffic volumes on toll
bridgzes near large urban places decreased less than those on toll facili-

ties in strictly rural areas.

For the first week that gasoline was rationed, passenger-car traffie
using the Sumner Tunnel in Boston, Massachusetts, decreased 20 percent,

~while the commercial-vehicle traffic decreased about h vergent asg campared
- with similar trafflc in the like perlod in 19%1

»ffort will be ma&e, through the cooperation of the Institute of
Traffic Engineers, to assemble what information is available regarding
trends of traffic volumes in urban areas. Esable information hag thus

far been recelved from Boston and washingtan‘

In Boston the "volums counts show thax traffic was off about 1% perﬂ

 cent previous to May 15 from similar periocd in 1941, and that since May 15

it has dropped another 10 percent or 11 percent, so that today traffic in

: Bosten is 23 percent to 24 peéreent lower than it was a ysar ago,"

, In ﬁashington the traffic volume from May 15 to May 31 at 11 pclnts
decreased 16 percent as compared with average traffic for May 1941,

The traffic infnrma%ion from auxcmatlc traffic 1ecorder stations is

‘shewn in the follawing table:
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.&J‘I’QI’MTIC TRAFFIC RECOKDER DAT4 FOR PERIODS I MAY 19%1 AWD 19’42
{265 stations in 3h States)

R
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S o - fo . R E@rcentage o Percent%
~ Region and State | of | 1941 | 192  change | 194l 1942  pze changy
e sta~ |May 4-17 |May 3-16 [from 1941|May 18-31May 17-30 from 1941
iens\ RNRRE T : , .
: ‘ vehicles |vehicles | vehicles|vehicles 0
FEV ENGLAND 3 ' Bl ‘ 7
 laine 3 43,003 35,174] -18.2 50,333| 27,774 ~kk.E
 New Hampshire 1 80,548]  B3,622] -33.4 70,237| 29,1801 ~58.5 -
~ Vermont } 2 38,516 34,462 -10.5 46,903| 26,7u0| ~U3.0
lassachusetts 6 510,150] 119,235] -17.8 589,901 312,595 =~L7.0
Rhode Island 4 106,636 10%5,072] - 1.5 | 13%%,117] 81,739| =38.C
~ Connecticut 14 977.899| 877,149] -10.3 (1,223,130 628,171 ﬁhg-é
6 States 30 41,756,752|1,584, 71k} -13.2 [2,113,621{1,106,199 =47.7
MIDDLE ATLANTIC . | : » |
{rationed avea). s v 4 : :
Yew York 7| 386,246 306,191 -20.7 | u97,493| 273,516( -U5.0
~ Pennsylvania 15 466,940f 370,978 -20.5 511,205| 282,129] =Wi.g
b 2 States 22 | 853,186 677,169] -20.6 1,002,608 555,645 -UL.g
{nonrationed area)~ : , oo b o o
New York 1 38, 4?2\~ Wo,792|{  + 6.0 | b1,942 37,284) ~11.2
~Pennsylvania 10 | 407,098| 359,40M| -11l.7 | L68,U28) 356,820( -23.8
~ Subtotal 11 Lu5,5701 400,196 -10.2 510,410{ 394,104} -22.8
. SOUTH ATTANTIC ' ‘ ; |
i North section , ‘ ; : .
< Delaware ' 3| 150,345] 127,345| ~15.3 | 1h3,967| €2,806| =42.5
 Maryland g Buz,1u1| L10,115% ~2h.i AUk, 636 300,910 -Ub.8
Virginia 1 38,014 29,046 =22.0 40,433 19,258) -52.4
© West Virginia o S 7 o
(rationed area) | 1 | . 49,047} L42,994] -12.3 51,961  3%,650| ~35.2
L States 4 | 779.547] 610,100| -2L.7 { 780,997 436,624 k.1
 West Virginia 5 B S B
(nonrationed area) 6 | 120,091 98{h®6 - =18.1 | 136,215 95,536 =29.9
/" SOUTH ATLARTIC A R | |
”SOuth'sectiOn‘ oy , R N ; - :
Forth Carolina 15 461,486) 363,980] ~21.1 Lsh,299|  268,0L47{ -U1.0
South Carolina 5| 1k6,541} 117,703| ~19.7 | 142,580} 92,655 =35.0
Florida Bt SO & . D ' |
(rationsd area) 12 362,043| 281,256 ~22.3 | 399,921| 236,038 ~40.5
3 States 32 | 970,070{ 762,908| -21.% | 996,800| 598,740| ~39.9
Florida _ ! .
(nonrationed area) | 1 5241 1,326 - 1. 1,064} 13,838] ~ 1.6
15 States ‘ | | |
 {rationed aresa) 98 |4,359,555{3,574,891) -18.0 {4,900,116}2,697,208] k5.0
EAST NORTH CENTRAL ' - | .
Qhio g9 | 326,185| 257,271 -21.1 | 359,437} 276,6866] ~23.0
Indisna 16 | %g1,h95| ugi,uii| -17.2 | 677,887 L97,152| -26.7
e Michigan 3 62,9471 u5,373| -27.9 | T73,671] 52,101 -29.3
{”” Wisconsin 9 | 37u,734) 291,051 =-22.3 W3k, 194 338,738 ~22.0
: 4 States 37 {1,345,362/1,075,136] ~20.1 [1,545,189/1,164,657] -24.6




H, S. Fairbank, Chief,
Division of Information.
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S e of | 1941 | 1942 e o1 19U1 1942 , o
TRalop ean Bhate sva- sy 117 |Hey 3-16 | ¢pop 1guy [Hay 16-31 tay 17-30[ From 1901
onsy : . - ‘ 4 ST S
: : "|vehicles vehicles vehicles|vehicles
WEST NORTH CENTRAL ' : e B
Iowa 32 | u68,265| 365,980] -21.8 5%3%,082] Lu21,978] ~20.8
Horth Dakota 3 29,465  22,87M} ~22.4 | 337,083] 26,294 -20.5
Hebraska 9 130,579| 120,268] - 7.9 152,326| 128,302 -15.8°
Kansas 8 164,164} 129,066| -21.k 175,240| 141,015) =19.5
ok States | 52 792,473} 638,189| ~19.5 £93,731| T717.589) =19.7
FAST SOUTE CENTRAL | R ST ' ,
Kentucky 8 154,1h7] 138,312 ~10.3 153,575 142,106
‘Tennessee 4 92,727 75,425 ~18.7 98,757 75,652
Mississippi 6 | 162,146} 125,346| -~22.7 | 188,965| 139,943
3 States 18 409,020{ 339,083} ~-17.1 | 451,297| 357,701
WEST SCUTH CENTRAL ' r’ IR = N :
Louisiana 8 353,497 315,579| =-10.7 368,304| 325,78k
Uklahoma L | 130,825] 107,543 =17.7 142,600 111,139
Texas 21 gul,188] 761,869 ~ 9.8 gh2,395| 750,253
; 3 States 33 |1.32%,51011,185,091] -10.8 |1,353,299{1,187,176
MOUNTAIN o o . ' ,
 Montana 12 | 132,600] 100,645 -24,1 145,661 104,936] ~28.0
Wyoming 1 18,7701  15,768| -16.0 ib,294) 11,8611 =17.0 .
Colorado 2 85,470 73,635 -13.8 87,675 75,085 alh.h”ﬁ?
Vew Hexico g | 189yhsh| 178,9057 - 5.6 | 185,708] 179,659| ~ 3.3
Arizona 5 103,960 99,628] « L, 109,338] 102,427) - 6.3
Utah 3 T4 758 62,466] ~16.k | 100,693 g8,092| ~12.5
6 States | 31 ] 605,012| 531,051f ~12,1 | 643,369] 562,060 -12.6
PACIFIC R : , ' j ~
Washington 6 | 224,921} 220,031 - 2.2 249,6291 236,194
California 7 171,321} 131,467 -23.3 20k,160) 1ke,087)
Oregon 2 18,625 15,604 ~16.2 21,849 16,730{
3 States 15 41h,867] 367,102] -11.5 475,6381 395,011
Total, ﬁén«ratione& ‘ | | ‘ : ‘
~ area - 23 States * 167 |4,130,067|3,568,944] -13.6 [4,478,023'3,723,015| ~16.9
‘To{;a,l‘, ra,tidned ar’éa\ T ) - :
15 States * 98 |4,359,55513,574,891| ~-18.0 [4,900,116/2,697,208 ~&5.o
Total ~ 3L States  |265 |8,U89,622|7,143,835 -15.9 l9,378,135/6,420,223| ~31.5
* 4 States have ‘pox‘tions in both areas.
%






