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PUBLIC ROADS ADMINISTRATION 
FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY 
WASHINGTON 26, D. C, \ 

i NFORMAT IONAL MEMORANDUM NO. 6f 

DATE: MARCH 33, 1944 

SUBJECT: TRAFF i i  VOLUME TRENDS 

To fill a long-fe l t  need, a c h a r t  is added t o  * t h i s  i s s u e  o f t  
t h e  t r a f f i c  volume t r e n d s  ( f i g u r e  1) which shows the  v a r i a t i o n  of - 
t r a f f i c  on a l l  r u r a l  roads by month$, Monthly i n d i c e s  o f  t r a f f i c  
were ca lcula ted  for each year from 1941 t o  1943, in.clusive, from the  
automat ic  t r a f f i c . r e c o r d e r  dat.a, and t h e s e  i n d i c e s  were used i n  
d i s t r i b u t i n g  t h e  est imated t o t a l  t r a f f i c  f o r  each year. The e s t i -  
mates f o r  January and February "of 1944 were obtained by increas ing 
t h e  est imated volumes f o r  t h e  corresponding nontbs i n  1943 by t h e  
increases  i n  t o t g l  t r a f f i c  for' these  two months which were indicated  
b y  the  t r a f f i c  recorder data  co l l ec ted  i n  these  periods,  

The curves  i n  figure 3 i n d i c a t e  t b e  growth o f  t r a f f i c  which 
occurred between 2940 and 1941 and t h e  al l- t ime peak i n  t r a f f i c  which 

a occurred i n t h e  l a t t e r  year. T r a f f i c  continued t o  increase  s l i g h t k y  
i n  January o f  1942, but i n  Pebruary of  t h a t  year t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  re- 
s t r i c t i v e  regwlations were f e l t  and t r a f f i c  f e l l  below t h e  es t imate  
f o r  February of the  previous year, The e f f e c t s  o f  res t r? \ ic t ions  i n  

P t h e  succeeding months a r e  c l e a r l y  indicated ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  drop 
which occur red  i n  December 1942 when g a s o l i n e  r a t i o n i n g  became 
Nation-wide, The curves ind ica te  t b a t ,  a t  present ,  t r a f f i c  i s  re- 
covering s l igh%ly ,  but  a por t ion  o f  t h i s  apparent inc rease  may be 
due t o  the unusually mild weather condi t ions  which havtbetenprev- 
a l e n t  over a l a r g e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  country i n  recen t  months. The 
amount o f  t r a f f i c  i n  t h e  succeed ing  months of t h i s  ye-ar w i l l  
depend on t h e  amount of a v a i l a b l e  gaso l ine  and probably w i l l  not  
exceed 1943 figures. 

Comparisons o f  c i % y  s t r e e t  t r a f f i c  i n  February 1944 with t h a t  
i n  February 1943 are as follows: 

62 s t a t i o n s  i n  Washingtgn, D. C, +8.f 
3 s t a t i o n s  i n  Detroi t ,  Michigan +4,8 

Columns have been added t o  t a b l e  3 t o  show t h e p o r t i o n  o f  t o t a l  
t r a f f i c  which i s  m i l i t a r y .  Data have been received from t h e  t o l l  
f a c i l i t y  opera tors  which a r e  be.li&ved t o  be  complete, 1% i s  poss ib le ,  
however, t h a t  a small portr ionoft this  type o f  t r a f f i c  was not sagre- 
gated  from o ther  t r a f f i c  and hence was not reported,  The information , 

tabula ted  i s  the  bes t  avai lable ,  and i t  i s  believed t h a t  any poss ib le  
e r r o r s  would %d$.affect appreciably t h e  re la t ionsh ips  which  a r e  in- 
dicated by the  ava i l ab le  data. 

F H. S. FAIRBANK,  DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
i Attachments. PUBLI€  ROADS A O M ~ H ~ S T R A T I O N  
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