
+ TRAFFIC VOLUME 
TRENDS U. S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 

TRAVEL ON ALL ROADS AND STREETS UP ~ 7 %  
COMPARED TO SAME MONTH ONE YEAR AGO 

A L L  DATA FOR THIS MONTH ARE PRELIMINARY, REVISED VALVES FOR PREVIOUS MONTH 
ARE SHOWN I N  TABLES 1 and 2. 

NOTE: A L L  VEHICLE MILES OF TRAVEL  HAVE BEEN COMPUTED ~ 1 ~ ~ 1 9 7 6  VM-2 DATA 
AS A BASE. 
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TRAFFIC VOLUME TRENDS - MAY 1478 - 
wa 

Based on prel iminary r e p o r t s  from t h e  S t a t e  highway agencies ,  t r a v e l  during May 1978 
on a l l  roads and s t r e e t s  i n  t h e  na t ion  increased by 3.3 percent  a s  compared t o  
May 1977, r e s u l t i n g  i n  est imated t r a v e l  f o r  t h e  month a t  133,632 mi l l ion  veh ic l e  
miles.  This t o t a l  includes 48,345 mi l l ion  veh ic l e  m i l &  on main r u r a l  roads,  13,594 
mi l l ion  veh ic l e  mi les  on o t h e r  r u r a l  roads,  and 71,694 m i l l i o n  veh ic l e  miles  on c i t y  
s t r e e t s .  I 

Travel f o r  t h e  cu r ren t  month a s  wel l  a s  t h e  cumulative yea r ly  t o t a l  on main r u r a l  
roads and f o r  a l l  roads and s t r e e t s  is shown below. Simi lar  t o t a l s  f o r  each year  
s ince  1970 a r e  a l s o  included. 

I 

Travel i n  Mil l ions  ' 

Main r u r a l  roads A l l  road and s t r e e t s  
Year t o  d a t e  May 1 Year t o  d a t e  

i 

1 

T r a f f i c  Volume Trends i s  a monthly r e p o r t  prepared by &he Planning Services Branch, 
Highway S t a t i s t i c s  Division,  based on hourly t r a f f i c  cdunt da ta .  These da ta ,  
co l l ec ted  a t  approximately 4000 continuous t r a f f i c  c o u ~ t i n g  l o c a t i o n s  nationwide, 
a r e  used t o  determine t h e  percent  change i n  t r a f f i c  fo( t h e  current  month compared t o  
t h e  same month i n  t h e  previous year .  This percent  cha ge is appl ied  t o  t h e  t r a v e l  f o r  
the  same period i n  t h e  previous year  t o  ob ta in  t r a v e l  f o r  t h e  current  period.  

I 

For e x t r a  copies,  o r  t o  be put  on t h e  monthly mail ing i i s t ,  contac t :  
I 

FederalHighway Administration 
Off ice  of Publ ic  A f f a i r s ,  Room 4208 
400 7th S t r e e t ,  SW I 

Washington, D.C. 20590 ! 

Phone (202) 426-0677. 
I 

I 
I 



AVERAGE DAILY VEHICLE-MILES OF TRAVEL-MILLIONS 



---- WESTERN STATES 

CENTRALSTATES 

FIGURE 3 - ANNUAL TRAVEL ON MAIN RURAL ROADS AS PERCENTAGE OF YEAR 1965 

I 



TABLE 1.-SUMMARY BY ROAD CLASS AND BY GEOGRAPHIC AREA 

-__-----____-----__-----------------------------------~----------------------~--------*----------"----------------- 
I PRELIMINARY EATA FOR HAY n REVISED DATA FOR A P R I L  
a I-------- - ------ ---- - -------- ---- 
I VEHI CLE-VI LES t t VEHICLE-MILES I 

I ( M I L L I G A S I  PERCENTAGE ' [ M I L L  IONS ) PERCENTAGE I--------------------------' CHANGE @-----------------------------# CHANGE 
a 1 5 7 8  I 1 9 7 7  1 s 1 9 7 8  I 1 9 7 7  I 

--------I--------_-_-----------1-11---------------------------------~---------- 

CLASS OF ROAD, ALL STATES: I I I 
I a 1 

MAIN RURAL ROADS*.*. ...........' 48,345 ' 4 6 t 2 5 2  ' 4.5 ' 4 4 9 2 7 4  ' 4 3 1 1 1 2  ' 2.7 
LOCAL RURAL ROAGSo.r.....*ro. 0 . '  13,594 ' 1 3 3 3 5 9  ' 1.8 ' 12.260 ' 12,219 ' 60 3 
ALL RURAL ROADS....r.o.ro...o.. ‘ 61,938 * 59,610 * 3 0 9  * 56,534 ' 55,331 ' 2.2 
C I T Y  STREETS~.-.r..~...**~....r. ' 7 1 9 6 9 4  * 6 9 r 2 7 3  ' 3.5 ' 68.495 ' 6 6 r 1 8 2  ' 3.5 
ALLROACSANCSTREETS.. . .~. . .+. '  133,632 ' 1 2 8 ~ 8 8 4  ' 3.7 ' 125,029 ' 121,513 ' 2.9 

I # I ' I # 

4 8  STATES (MAIN RURAL ONLY): 0 s I I 
1 * 

EASTERN REGIEN.....rr...r..o... ' 1 7 9 2 3 9  16.574 ' 4.0 ' 16.221 15.839 ' 2.4 
CENTRAL REGIGN......r......*oo* ' 2 3 . 6 . 8  22,719 ' 3.9 ' 21.395 ' 2 O r 7 3 4  ' 3.2 . WESTERN REGICN.*..o.-........r. 7,213 ' 6.695 * 7.7 ' 6, 3 9 3  ' 6 ~ 2 9 3  ' 1. b 

I 1 I I I I 

TABLE 21-CHANGES C h  MAIN RURAL ROADS BY STATES 

____--____-_----_-_---------------------I---------------C----------------------------------------------  

I MAY t APRIL  I I 1 MAY I A P R I L  
' IPRELIMINARY)  1 IREYISED)  s t ' IPREL IH INARY)  ' (REVISED) 

D 1 V l  S I C N AND ST ATE '------------------------------------- ' B D I V I S I O N  AND STATE '----------------------------------------- 
* NUMBER ' PER- * NUMBER ' PER- " NUMBER ' PER- ' NUMBER ' PER- 
' OF * CENTAGE ' OF * CEhTAGE " ' OF ' CENTAGE ' OF * CENTAGE 

STATIONS ' CHANGE STATIONS ' CHANGE " ' STATIONS ' CHANGE ' STATIONS ' CHANGE 
,,-,,,-,,,-----,,,,--,-----------------------------*------"------------------------------------------------------------- 

NEW ENGLAhC: s I 1 * "EAST SIOUTH CENTRAL: ' I I I 

CCN&ECTICUT...r.r.' . ' - - I . " ALABAMA...*....r..' . ' 5 - 1  - I 

M*INE.............' 2 0  * 5.1 * 2 1  5.1 ' '  KENTUCKI.O......I.# 3 * 5.2 ' 3.9 
MASSACHUSETTS.***o' - ' I -  s - " MISSISSIPPI.......' 4 2  4.1 ' 3 7  ' 4.8 
NEW HAMPSHIRE*.*.*' - ' - - I , 5; 7.8 " TENNESSEE.........' 2 2  ' 2.5 ' 2 2  ' 7.4 
RHODE ISLAND*.....' ' 2.0 'I 1 

' * 1 . 
VERMONTI.~...~.~..' 4 0  5.0 ' 3 8  ' 2 - 8  "YEST NORTH CENTRAL: ' I I I 

I I I I ' *  IOHA.*-...........' 3 3  ' 3.6 ' 3 3  ' . 0.3 
P MIDCLE ATLANTIC: ' I I t " KANSAS*.o....w...*' 6 9  ' 1.9 ' 6 4  ' 0.2 

NEW JERSEY.e*.o.m.' - * - t 2 3  ' 4.7 " HIMNESOTA....+.*-r' - ' - ' 3L! ' 0.8 
NEWYORKro..rsr...' 2 1  ' 2.9 ' 2 6  1.0 " MlSSGURI....**r..*' 53 ' 4.5 6 1  ' 1.8 
PENNSYLVANIA..I...' 4 9  . 1.1 ' 4 5  ' 2.1 " NEBRASKA.**...***o' 2 1  ' 6.2 ' 2 1  ' 2.3 

D I I I " NORTH DAKOTA..**-*' 3 9  ' 5.9 ' 35 ' - Om6 
SOUTH ATLANTIC 1 I I I " SOUTH DAKOTA.**...' 3 6  ' 1.9 8 3 t  ' . 5.5 

(NORTH): e I 8 a I I I I I a 

DELAWARE..roo.r...' 1 3  ' 0.6 ' 1 4  * 1.5 "WESTSGUTHCENTRAL: '  t 8 a 
MARYLAk@.r..r.*a..' 35 ' 1.7 ' 3 1  2.0 * '  ARKANSAS..w.....*.' 1.5 ' 2 8  ' 6.9 
VIRGINIPII~I..~~.~' - ' 5.4 ' - - ' 4.2 " LOUISIANA..O.~.~..* ' - * 4 4  * 6.2 
WEST VIRGINIA.....' . ' 2 8  4 - 7  " OKLAHOMA..........' 20 ' 2 . 0 '  2 7  ' 4.3 

I e 1 ' *  TEXAS.............' 1 1 8  ' 6.7 ' 1 1 8  ' 4.0 
SOUTH ATLA%TIC 8 t I a 1 1  I I t I 

(SCUTHI: e e I I "MOUNTAIN: B 1 t I 

FLORIDA....o....oo' 30 ' 5.4 ' 3 4  ' 2.4 'VRRIZONA*....****..' 2 7  ' 9.1 ' 26 2.7 
GEORGIA...........' 25  ' 7.7 ' 2 5  ' 3.0 " COLORAOO*.........' 43 ' 2.2 ' 43  ' 6.1 
NORTH CAROLINA....' 4 4  * 2.7 ' 45 ' - 0.4 " IDAHO-**..*..s.*-*' 6 3  ' 6.2 ' 6 3  ' 3.0 
SOUTH CAROLINA....' 1 3  ' 12.9 ' 12 1.8 " MONTANA.rr.oo.-**.* 2 4  ' 6.1 ' 2 3  ' 5.4 

I @ I " NEVACAI.D....~*.*.' 36 ' 15.4 ' 2 6  ' 2.7 
EAST NCRTH CENTRAL: ' I I I " NEW WEXICO.,...o..' 2 9  7.4 ' 2 9  ' 6.5 

ILLINOIS..*o..r...' 3 1  ' 7 - 3  ' 2 7  ' 8.9 " UTAH.o*.*.-.,**..*' - ' - ' 4 5  ' 1.7 
IhOIANA...~.*.*.~.' 2 4  ' 2.6 ' 2 3  ' 0.6 " WYOMING...*.*.,*..' 3 7  ' - 1.6 * 3 4  ' 4.0 
 MICHIGAN.....^.^..' t O  ' 2.7 ' 5 9  * 1 0 3  " t e I 9 

IJHICI.....~..*..O.' 2 1  ' 0.6 ' 2 2  -0 .6  "PACIFIC: I I I t 

WISEO~SINIIO......' 4 7  ' 4.9 ' 44 ' 1.9 " CILIFORNIA..*..**.' 9 ' 10.0 ' 11 * - 1 . 8  
-----------------------------------------------------------I I OREGON.o-.*.......' . ' - # -  4 

ALASKA...-.**.....' . 8 - I 10 ' 8.8 ' *  WASHZNGTON....m.*.' 7 ' 9 . 4 '  1 2  ' 3.5 
HAWAII...*,...*...' 3 9 7.6 ' 3 ' 6.3 ' *  I e 8 I 

---------------------------------------------I--------------I---------------------I-------_---_----*__CI_---__-__I_--__ 

NOTE: 1-RURLL MILEAGE OF EACH MAJOR TOLL ROUTE I S  CChSIDERED AS ONE OR MORE STATIONS, DEPENDING ON STATES' METHOD OF REPORTING. 

2-WHERE TI-E NUMBER OF STATIONS I S  DASH AND THE PERCENTAGE CHANGE f S  SHOWNn THE STATES PREPARED TRAFFIC ESTIMATES, GENERAALY 
BASEE ON EXSTENSIYE TRAFFIC SAMPLING SURVEYS. 

3-Wt-ERE THE NUMBER O F  STATIONS AND THE PERCENTAGE CHANGE FOR A STATE ARE DASHES* TPE STATE REPOTT HAD NOT BEEN RECEIVED 
AT T I M E  OF PRINTINGt  OR NO COMPARABLE DATA WERE AVAILABLE. 
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