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TRAFFIC VOLUME TRENDS - MAY 1979

Based on preliminary reports from the state highway agencies, travel

during May 1979 on all roads and streets in the nation decreased by -1.9
percent as compared to May 1978, resulting in estimated travel for the
month at 131,334 million vehicle miles. This total|includes 47,680 million
vehicle miles on main rural roads, 13,495 million vehicle miles on other
rural roads, and 70,159 million vehicle miles on city streets.

Travel for the current month as well as the cumulative yearly total on main

rural roads and for all roads and streets is shown below. Similar totals
for each year since 1970 are also included.

TRAVEL IN MILLIONS

Main Rural Roads All Roéds and Streets

May Year to Date May Year to Date
1970 36,062 153,259 97,972 435,766
1971 37,880 162,386 103,655 460,189
1972 39,338 168,493 110,945 - 497,846
1973 41,034 177,900 114,819 519,660
1974 38,901 166,118 112,167 498,938
1975 40,890 176,149 116,659 519,507
1976 43,793 191,974 123,278 555,564
1977 46,252 199,125 128,884 575,218
1978 48,497 206,589 133,877 589,015
1979 47,680 211,020 131,334 600,196

Traffic Volume Trends is a monthly veport prepared by the Planning Services
Branch, Highway Statistics Division, based on hourly traffic count data.
These data, collected at approximately 4,000 continuous traffic counting
locations nationwide, are used to determine the pericent change in traffic
for the current month compared to the same month in the previous year. This
percent change is applied to the travel for the same period in the previous
year to obtain travel for the current period. |

' For extra copies, or to be put on the monthly mailing list, contact:

Federal Highway Administration
Office of Public Affairs, Room 4208
400 7th Street, SW.

Washington, D.C. 20590

Phone (202) 426-0677.
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FIGURE 1 - TRAVEL ON MA!N’ RURAL ROADS, BY MONTHS
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TABLE l.-SUMMARY BY ROAD CLASS AND BY GEOGRAPHIC AREA

PRELIMINARY DATA FOR

MAY

REVISED DATA FOR

APRIL

VEHICLE-NMILES

VEHICLE-MILES

- s e aa

A
{MILLICONS) * PERCENTAGE (MILLIONS) ' PERCENTAGE
¢ CHANGE ’ CHANGE
1979 * 1978 ¢ 1979 M 1978 M
CLASS OF ROAD, ALL STATES: ' N N ' N N
MAIN RURAL ROADSseneesessssscce ' 474680 * 481497 M =17 N 45,797 * 444274 v a4
LOCAL RURAL ROADSecscassasncocs ! 13,495 . 134610 1 -0.8 ¢ 124533 * 12,260 M 2.2
‘ALL RURAL ROADSeessossaansansss ' 61,175 . 524108 ' ~1.5 M 58,330 M 564534 ' 3.2
CITY STREETSeecesssasas aene ! 70.159 * T1+769 1 -2.2 . 69073 M 684495 ' 0.8
ALL RNADS AND STREETSesecenvuas ' 131,334 ' 133,877 . ~1.9 ¢ 127,403 : 125,029 N 1.9
L . . v .
48 STATES (MAIN RURAL DNLYI: ¢ : ' M * M
EASTERN REGIONeseseennnsonscnss 17.182 M 17341 M ~0.9 * 16,794 M 164221 . 3.5
CENTRAL REGIONsseccoscescomeanens * 23,375 ' 23+680 M ~1.3 * 214956 M 21,395 M 246
WESTERN REGIOMusessesacassonsan * 64839 ' 75189 ) ~4.9 . 6,777 N 69393 ' 640
L] * L] L] A ’
" TOTALssaesesansonsnnacen ¥ 474396 ' 484210 v ~1.7 ¢ 454527 * 44,009 . 3e%
TABLE 2.-CHANGES ON MAIN RURAL ROADS BY STATES
* MAY v APRIL L ’ MAY ’ APRIL
N {PREL IMINARY) M {REVISED} b M {PRELIMIMARY} . {REVISED)
DIVISION AND STATE - ** DIVISION AND STATE ¢
* NUMBER '  PER- ' NUMBER * PER- e * NUMBER PER~ '  NUMBER °* PER~
* 0F * CENTAGE ¢ aF ' CENTAGE ** v OF ' CENTAGE ¢ oF * CENTAGE
* STATIONS * CHANGE * STATIONS ' CHANGE ¢ * STATINNS ' CHANGE * STATIONS ' CHANGE
"
NEW ENGLAND: * v * v TTEAST SOUTH CENTRAL: * ’ . *
CONNECT ICUT awveana’ 9 .~ 3.8 1 3 . = 1.7 V' ALABAMA..eusveessa’ 53 ' - Del * 53 ' 27
MAINEsacasesnsanas’ 21 - 3.7 ® 21 M 1.5 "' KENTUCKYueeeosesoes' 38 . - 1.9 ¢ 36 ' 3.0
MASSACHUSETTS ecaves? & ¢ -9.2 ) * = 1e3 % MISSISSIPPIesscses’ 43 . 2.8 * 40 M 4ol
NEW HAMPSHIRE<caes' - . - ' 63 . Oel "' TENNESSEEsweessses’ - M - * 33 . 346
RHODE ISLANDsesecs? - * - * - M - Ve M * ' A
VERMONYT cavevsmenna? 40 - 0.6 ' 39 * 3.6 TP'WEST NORTH CENTRAL: M ' v
. * N ‘ N ¥t TOWAvesessessacesns’ 32 M - 2.9 * 31 M 3.7
MIDDLE ATLANTIC: Al * v \ i tt KANSASveensssessns’ 68 . - 3.9 * 69 b 0e6
NEW JERSEYesessens’ - M - . - M - TV MINNESOTAceevsoess? 37 ¢ ~ 243 ¢ 37 M 248
NEW YORKeasovaoona® 1 v~ 5.0 ¢ 23 N 2.1 '' MISSOURTwcesscsses? 68 ' - 1ls0 ¥ 73 . 1.7
PENNSYL VANTAcacnsat 53 t - 1.7 52 * - 0.1 ' M 19 ' ~ 541 ¢ 22 A 0.8
B ' L] 1 1] e L] - . - 3.7 L) - L - 4.7
SOUTH ATLANTIC * . M * A * - . - v 35 M 3.7
INIRTH): L] T * . LR L] L] . v
DELAWAREssecsnases? 13 * -~ 2.8 13 N - 0.6 '"WEST SOUTH CENTRAL: ¢ M ¢ v
MARYL ANDeeosasnase? - M - M 34 N Ga5 '  ARKANSASeesceccasse’ 23 N - 0.7 * 27 ' 2.3
VIRGINI Avvoveanvna? - * 3. N - ! 403 " LOUTISIANA..seseses’ - ¥ - * 43 ' 3.6
WEST VIRGINIAccaaa® 27 L ¢ 2% S 25 M 4»3 *' DKLAHIMAc.cesccanse’ - M - ¢ - v -
M . * ' V' TEXASscevusescsese’ 117 M - 002 ' 116 ' L)
SOUTH ATL ANTIC * ' ' N " . ’ v .
1SOUTH): ] M ’ M TOMOUNTATNG * v * '
FLORIDAcscassnnseaa? 27 M 2.0 ¢ 29 M 5.5 "' ARIZONAeescosscsss’ 9 ’ - Ba2 8 » 8e7T
GEORG TAvavsennnoes? - ' - * - N - 1% COLORADDseessoscce’ 42 ' - 1. * 42 ' 2.7
NORTH CAROL INA.«so? 45 . 1.5 ¢ 44 M 6el ' {DAHOusenseescsssse’ - ° - * 54 M 145
SOUTH CARDL TNA...W? 12 ¢ J.0 ¢ 12 M Bab "' MONTANAsecenssasse? - M N 15 M le#
. ' M M ' 1 O NEVADAeeacencesens? 27 v - Tel ¢ 28 N Te2
EAST NORTH CENTRAL: ¢ . ! M **  NEW MEXICO. M 30 * - 21 ¢ 30 ' 41
ILLINOISsasvcasneat 28 * - 3.2 ¢ 25 M =~ 262 "' UTAHesssesa M - ' - 3.1 %2 ' 0.7
INDIANA cevevassaes? 22 ¢ -1.3 ¢ 22 M 2¢2 '" WYOMINGecsesossseae’ - M beb6 Y - M 3.8
MICHIGAN.sesoneonal 617 ’ - 1.4 ! 66 M 2.6 ¢ . . A v
OHIO6 es asasveanana? 23 vt - 2.3 00 22 M 2,2 Y'PACIFIC: ] v . v
WISCONS INaavnovene? 48 T - 2.0 ¢ 48 ’ 3.9 '' CALIFORNIAsecesces’ 16 M - 5.9 ' 13 M 9e9
1Y OREGON.enessessses’ - ' - M T4 * 2e2
ALASK Ae sssavasnens! - . - ' 48 M = Le7 *' WASHINGTOMesecanest 24 * - 6.1 ¢ 22 M 3e5
HAWAI levacnveancne? 3 ' 0.5 * 3 ' 5.4 't . . . '

NOTE: 1-RURAL MILEAGE OF EACH MAJCR TOLL ROUTE IS CONSIDERED AS ONE OR MORE STATIONS,

DEPENDING DN STATES®

METHOD OF REPORTING.

2-WHERE THE NUMBER DF STATIONS IS SHOWN AS A DASH AND A VALUE FOR PERCENTAGE CHANGE IS INDICATEDy THE LATTER VALUE 1§
" BASED ON A STATEWIDE ESTIMATE PROVIDED BY THE HIGHWAY AGENGY DETERMINED FROM EXTENSIVE TRAFEIC SAMPLING SURVEYS.

3-WHERE THE NUMBER OF STATICONS AND THE PERCENTAGE CHANGF ARE SHOHN AS DASHES, SUFFICIENT INFORMATION WAS NOT AVAILABLE

10 DETERHIN: AN ESTIMATE.
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