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PUBLIC ROADS ADMINISTRATION
FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY

INFORMAT IONAL MEMORANDUM

DATE:  NovemsER 29, 194t

SUBJECT: TRAFFIC VYOLUME TRENDS

On the basis of preliminary estimates, total-travel on rural
roads during October 1946 exceeded the amount of such traffie in
October 1941 by five percent. This inecrease on main highways was
4 percent and almost 9 percent on local roads.

Traffic in the two western regions was 31 percent above
corresponding 1941 counts; that in the central and eastern reglons
was approximately equal. In comparison with 1945 figures, traffic
in the western regions increased 23 percent; that in the central
regions 25 percent- and that in the eastern regions 26 percent.

Comparisons of eity trafficiijctober 1946 with correspondvng
trafflc in October 1945 are as follows:

& stations in Chicago, I}linois +26.0 percent

2 stations in Cleveland, Ohioc +26.3 percent

8 stations in Detroit, Michigan +21.1 percent
1 station in Duluth, Minnesota +10.0 percent

1 station in Santa Fe, New Mexico +33.8 percent
& stations in St. Louis:, Missouri +21.1 percent
11 stations in Washington, D. C. +14.6 percent

H. S. Fairsank, DeEpuTY COMMISSIONER,
PuBLiIC ROADS ADMINISTRATION

Attschments







#

OCTOBFR 1946 INCLIUDING 572 STATIONS IN 42 STATES?

TABLE 1.~-PRELININARY SUAMARY OF AUTOMATIC TRAFF(C RECORDER DATA FOR

Number

2 WESTERN REGIONS

TR Nunmber Percentage | Percentage
Type of highway of change from Type of highway of change from
and. State stations | Oct. 1045 ~ end State stations | Oct. 1045
STATE HIGHWAYS STATE HIGHWAYS
Alabama 8 4+22.3 (Continued)
Arizona 4 +33.2 Utah ' 10 +10.8
Arkansas 17 +23.2 Vermont 6 +33.6
California 7 +30.2 Washington 10 + 9.8
Colorado 3 +14.4 West Virginia 11 +25.0
Connectxcut 16 +24.4 Wisconsin 9 +24.8
F““Iaware 5 +29.1 Wyoming 6 +11.6
“ -dorida 19 +15.9 r
- Georgia 7 +26.9 TOTAL - 42 STATES 540 +22.1
| Idaho 8 +15.3 N
| Illinois 5 +52.4 - LOCAL HIGHWAYS
 Towa ' 26 +25.1 Alabama 2 +47.0
~ Kansas 13 +20.2 Connecticut 3 +27.3
 ,Kentucky 12 +23.3 Delaware 2 +59.3
‘ouisiana 6 +33.5 Georgia 3 +27.0
- Maine 10 +26.5 Iowa 8 +12.8
| Massachusetts 9 +26.4 Michigan 2 +44.4
| Michigan 26 +35.6 Missouri 2 +7.1
 Mississippi 10 +27.6 Montana 2 - 1.2
| Missouri 25 +17.7 Nebraska 1 + 5.7
‘Montana 12 +13.9 North Dakota 2 -36.7
Nebraska 11 +12.7 Ohio 2 +29.1
'gﬁgvgda‘ - 16 +14.5 Oregon 1 +41.7
| 'w Hampshire 10 +36.7 Rhode Island 1 +19.8
- New Mexico 11 +15.1 Wisconsin 1 +51.3
‘New York 1 +30.5 ;
| North Carolina 20 +25.1 TOTAL ~ 14 STATES 32 +32.0
| North Dakota 8 + 3.1
| Ohio 22 +22.2 ALL HIGHWAYS
- Oklahoma 27 - +18.6 42 STATES 572 +24.9
[iQregnn 1 +51.1 -
| Pennsylvania 30 +18.7 3 EASTER¥ REGIONS 155 +30.3
| Rhode Island 2 +17.1 i , ﬁ
 South Dakota 9 +18.4 4 CENTRAL REGIONS 326 t2u.8
[ Téhnessee 6 +18.7 i : ‘ ,
 Texas 73 +17.3 91 +22.9

%("\ tllntludes all States except Indiana, Maryland, Minnesota, New Jersey, South Carolina and Virginie.







TABLE 2.--REVISED SUHXARY OF AUTOHATIC TRAFFIC RECORDFE DATA FOR

lcombined State lhd,local,highvayl.
‘ztneluden all States except the following: Minnesotas, Néy Jersey and South Carolina,

o " SEPTEMBER 1946 INCLUDING 626 STATIONS IN 45 STATES!
: Number Percentage Number Percentage
‘Region and State of change froﬁ Region and State of change from
stations Sept. 1945 stations Sept. 1945
| NEW ENGLAND EAST SOUTH CENTRA
| Connecticut 20 +30.0 Alsbama : 10 +24.9
f Maine 10 +25.0° Kentucky 9 +24,1
| Massachusetts 9 +27.3 Mississippi 10 +31.0
| ‘New Hampshire 14 426.3 Tennessee 7 +16.8
| Rnoede Island 3 +15.9 Subtotal 36 +24.6
i Vermont 9 +28.4 f
1 Subtotal 65 t27.7 WEST SOUTH CENTRAL
W O ) Arkansas 19 +35.9
il MIDDLE ATLANTIC Louisiana 4 7 +29.7
‘g”“ New York 1 +39.8 Oklahoma 20 +25.9
- Pennsylvania 30 +24.4 Texas 73 +17.3.
| subtotal 31 t2s5.7 Subtotal 119 t21.4
© . | SoUTH ATLANTIC HOUNTAIN
|  Delaware 7 +26.9 Arizona 4 +37.6
= | Maryland 18 +21.7 Colorado 5 +26.4
1 Virginia 2 +32.1 Idsho 8 +33.9
#~_| West Virginia 11 +29.5 Montana 14 t21.1
e Subtotal morth Nevada 16 +25.3
| portion 38 teu.u New Mexico 14 +14.9
L | Utah 10 +23.8
| Florida 19 +16.6 Wyoming 6 +40.4
‘2| Georgia 10 +28.8 Subtotal py +26.3
i North Carolina 19 +31.3 ‘ - '
o Subtotal south PACIFIC
. portion ug t25.6 California 7 +34.9
o - ‘ Oregon 4 +32.2
£ Subtotal region 86 +25.0 Washington 10 +18.4
L s Subtotal 21 +26.9
| EAST NORTH CENTRAL A .
Sl Ittineis 4 433.2 TOTAL ALL STATES? 626 +30.0
] Indiena 22 +29.7 | ‘
| Michigan 28 +28.7 STATE HIGHWAYS® 592 +29.8
| onio 24 +32.4 -
| Wisconsin - 10 +27.0 LOCAL HIGHWAYS 34 +30.5
i Subtotal 88 +29.7 ‘
L . . i
| WEST NORTH CENTRAL ;
1 Towa : 34 +31.5 |3 EASTERF REGIONS 182 +30.3
e Kansas 14 +27.6
ol Missouri 23 +27.5 ;
| Nebraska 12 +21.5 4 CENTRAL REGIONS 346 +27.7
" | ' North Daketa 11 +21.6 -
| South Dakota 9 +40.8 i
| Subdtotel 103 t28.5 2 WESTERN REGIONS 98 +35.7







COMPARED WITH THOSE IN OCTOBER 1945 AND 1941.

TABLE -3.-~NUMBER OF VEHICLES, CLASSIFIED BY TYPES, USING TOLL FACILITIES IN OCTOBER 1946

1946

Percentage change

‘Percentagg change

.

these facilities have comparative data For 1946, 1946 and 1941.and are inéluded in the Larger total belows |
zano of these facilities is in Western New York and therefore is relwted to similac facilities in the Central States.

from 1945 from 1041
. Pacilities N "
Trucks i . Trucks Trucks
Total Passenger and Total Passenger " and Total Passenger and
cars busses j ears busses garg busses
EASTERN REGIONS
|8 in the New England States 56,748 51,498 5,250 +19.9 +18.0 $+42.1 | + 8.6 + 5.6 +51.3
17 in the Middle Atlantic States  |10,785,805 | 9,310,901 1,474,904 +23.3 +23.1 +24.9 | '+18.2 +16.0 +34.4
Fleetwood Viaduct, Westchester : ’ i
County, New York < 464,138 464, 138 —an 24,2 +24.2 -- +32.7 +32.7 -
Pennsylvania Turnpike 214,862 171,697 43,165 +13.5 + 8.6 +38.7. | -~ 0.3 - 6.6 +36.4
8 in the South Atlantic States 343,625 267,087 76,538 + 8.8 + 4.2 +28.6 |+ 0.2 - 2.2 + 9.6
,f AL~ 25 facilities? 111,865,178 | 10,265,321 1,599,857 $22.7 +22.3 +25.4 | +17.6 +15.6 +33.1
LAL = 30 facilities 12,969,493 | 11,255,962 1,713,531 +23.3 +23.2 +24.0
CENTRAL REGIONS
.v.é*bh the Grknt‘Lakes Caoadian . 8 . ) T
Border? 202,730 193,039 ‘9,691 +42.9 +44.1 +22.5 | +94.7 +96.3 +66.9
L in’ the Great Lakes Region 24,399 21,765 2,634 +52.6 +50.9 +67.3 ] +31.7 +27.8 +76.2
‘subtotal - 3 Facilities 227,128 214,804 12,325 +u43.9 R +29.9 | +85.2 +86.2 +68.8
7 on the Ohio River 607,514 506,511 101,003 +15.5 +14.4 +21.5 |+ 9.1 + 7.6 +17.0
- in Kentucky 11,952 8,858 3,094 +32.1 +311,2 +34.6 jt124.1 +122.4 +129.2
"fsubtotaz - & facilities 619,466 515,369 1o4,097 +15.8 +14.7 +21.8 | t10.2 + 8.8 +18.7
‘j[ﬁh the Mississippi and St. Croix )
Rivers, St. Louis and north =’ 634,065 547,768 86,297 +26.3 +25.7 +30.0 - 5.9 - 5.0 -11.0
‘3:on the Mississippi River south of L
St. Louis : 112,690 82,443 30,247 +20.5 +17. 1 . 130.8 | +34.9 +41.6 +19.5
[ Subtcotal - 1o Facilities THE,TEE 630,211 116,5u4 +25.4 +24.5 +30.2 |~ 1.4 = 0.8 -7
on the Missouri River 157,803 128,260 29,543 +10.9 +14.0 - 0.8 | +37.1 +43,7 +14, 4
‘in"the Missouri River ‘are 6,298 5,447 851 +46.1 +48.1 +34.4 +60.4 +58.4 +74.4
4 Subtotal -5 facilities 16u,10! 133,707 30,394 +12.0 +15.1 - 0.1 +87.9 tuu.2 +15.8
yiﬁr on ‘the Mexican Border 18,318 17,260 1,058 +20.9 +16.9 +174.8 | 481.9 +76.0 +302.3
| TOTAL ~ 27 Facilities? 1,275,769 | 1,511,351 264,418 +22.5 +22.4 +22.8 | +13.0 +13.8 + 8.4
TOTAL = 33 facilities 2,115,884 1,805,251 310,633 +22.8 +22.8 +19.4
WESTERN REGIONS
SR " ] : w } “; -
2'in California 2,640,454 . 2,375,419 265,035 + 3.1 + 1.2 +23.9 | +27.2 +25.3 +48.1
__the Oregon-Washington area 368,813 320,866 47,947 +14. 4 +13.3 +23.1 +75.5 +71.8 +105.5
;AL - 6 facilities 3,000,267 | 2,696,265 312,982 + 4.3 +:2.5 +23.8 | +31.7 +29.5 +54,7
UNITED STATES
?AL,— 58 facilities! 116,650,214 § 14,472,957 2,177,257 +:18.9 +18.0 +24.9 | +28.7 +18.0 +32.1
'OTAL — 69 facilities 18,094,644 | 15,757,498 2,337, 146 +19.6 +19.0 +23.4
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F'IGURE 2.—- VEHICLE-MILES OF TRAVEL ON ALL RURAL ROADS
l940 TO 1946 BY MONTHS ‘







