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TRAFFIC VOLUME TRENDS - OCTOBER 1978

Based on preliminary reports from the state highway agencies, travel
during November 1978 on all roads and streets in the nation increased

by 3.6 percent as compared to November 1977, resulting in estimated travel
for the month at 122,724 million vehicle miles. This total includes
43,982 million vehicle miles on main rural roads, 11,996 million wvehicle
miles on other rural roads, and 66,745 million vehicle miles on city
streets.

Travel for the current month as well as the cumulative yearly total on
main rural roads and for all roads and streets is shown below. Similar
totals for each year since 1970 are also included.

TRAVEL IN MILLIONS

Main Rural Roads All Roads and Streets

November Year to Date November Year to Date
1970 32,479 380,983 89,684 1,030,417
1971 34,162 401,179 . 95,555 1,090,100
© 1972 34,946 414,730 100,791 1,167,322
1973 36,129 429,546 104,381 1,209,432
1974 36,087 410,688 105,079 1,184,562
1975 36,728 428,747 106,990 1,222,130
1976 39,405 461,776 112,995 1,296,133
1977 41,608 482,750 118,486 1,347,152

1978 43,982 505,551 122,724 1,394,405

Traffic Volume Trends is a monthly report prepared by the Planning Services
Branch, Highway Statistics Division, based on hourly traffic count data.
These data, collected at approximately 4,000 continupus traffic counting
locations nationwide, are used to determine the percent change in traffic
for the current month compared to the same month in the previous year.

This percent change is applied to the travel for the same period in the
previous year to obtain travel for the current period.

For extra copies, or to be put on the monthly mailing list, contact:

Federal Highway Administration
Office of Public Affairs, Room 4208
400 7th Street, SW.

Washington, D.C. 20590

Phone (202) 426-0677.




AVERAGE DAILY VEHICLE-MILES OF TRAVEL-MILLIONS
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FIGURE 1 - TRAVEL ON MAIN RURAL ROADS, BY MONTHS
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FIGURE 2 - ANNUAL TRAVEL ON MAIN RURAL ROADS FOR
12 MONTH PERIOD ENDING IN MONTH SHOWN
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FIGURE 3 - ANNUAL TRAVEL ON MAIN RURAL ROADS AS PERCENTAGE OF YEAR 1965
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TABLE 1.~-SUMMARY BY ROAD CLASS AND BY GEQGRAPHIC AREA

' PRELIMINARY CATA FOR NOVEMBER ' REVISED DATA FOR OCTCBER
L] —— -
: VEHICLE-MILES . S VEHICLE-HILES .
. (MILLIONS) ' PERCENTAGE - (MILLIONS) * PERCENT AGE
! * CHANGE - t-- t . CHANGE: - -
' 1978 A 1977 . e 1978 v 1977 Kooy e
| CLASS OF ROAD, ALL STATES: . . . S . S
MAIN RURAL ROADSesseasoscoscess * 43,982 ' 41,608 v 5.7 48,041 ' 45,168 Y
LOCAL RURAL ROADSsevesesssaceae * 11,996 . 11,579 . 3.6 ' 13,404 12,934 *
ALL RURAL ROADSssevososcacannes 55,978 " 53,187 . 5.2 - 4 61,445 Yoo 58,102 - o
CITY STREETSeasssocsvcsnnananne ! 664745 . 65,299 . 2.2 72,004 B 69,286
ALL ROADS AND STREETSeasesesses ' 122,724 * 118,486 ' 346 ¢ 0 133,449 1- 127,388 v
' . . J— . [ . . . a

48 STATES (MAIN RURAL ONLY): . . . . ' . e
EASTERN REGIONseeessasanoanooas 16,081 ' 5,058 ' 6.8 - 0 17,251 Yo 16,257 v
CENTRAL REGIDN: suvecrssssasnses ? 21,320 ' 20,248 ' 5a3e o8 23,320 4 -21,931 B -

WESTERN REGION.<eesccscsosecsas ' 62344 , 67077 N hoho 7,194 T 6,260
L] L] . - - ’ . - e e 1]
TOTALesesosoinoonnoncnns * 43,745 ' 41,383 ' 5.7 0 47,765 S 48,914 - 4
TABLE 2.-CHANGES ON MAIN RURAL ROADS BY STATES

y NOVEMBER ' OCTOBER . . NOVEMBER - v OCTOBER

' (PRELIMINARY) . (REVISED) i - ! (PRELIMINARY) . (REV ISED)
DIVISION AND STATE '-- ~====*1 DIVISION -AND- STATE *

* NUMBER ' PER- ' NUMBER ' PER-  '¢ ! NUMBER. ' PER—"- ¢ NUMBER ' = PER-

* _OF Y CENTAGE ' OF % CENTAGE 1 ' _OF . % CENTAGE '  OF % CENTAGE" -

* STATIONS * CHANGE * STATICNS ' CHANGE '+ * STATIONS ' -CHANGE ¢ STATIONS * CHANGE -

(B} -

NEW ENGLAND: ' . d ' * YEAST SOUTH CENTRAL: * ' ' -
CONNECTICUTwuueaasat 5 ' 1l.9 * 13 v ToT '' ALABAMAwvacseweess' - ' S e g S
MAINEssesososonens® - : O 425 1 KENTUCKYosawaoseaan' = RS REE- 3 L R 90
MASSACHUSETTSwsues 3 ¢ -pa e & ot 6.4 ' MISSESSIPPIeswaess?® 42 . 1 9.0+ g7 8.8
NEW HAMPSHIRE ... - ' > S 5.3 'Y TENNESSEEeseavecss? 24 1 - - Teh ko230 4 glp
RHODE ISLANDscecseas - * - v - L] - LR} e s — 1 L IRTI B L ER ot
VERMONTeseosassenat 42 ¢ 641 ¢ a1 0 7.2 ''WEST NORTH CENTRAL: * o ' » ' S

L] L] . ¥ LR 1 31 LI g T . 31 L] Be&"

MIDOLE ATLANTIC:  °* ' ' ' . L e P T IR L O

£ A NEW JERSEYeoesessst 22 ¢ 3.3 ¢ 21 s 4.7 10 40 v T4 e - 37 2.0
! NEW YORKeseosaioas® 24 ¢ 5.8 * 29 1 5.8 ¢ toT00 Bube b 069 b iogeR-
~ PENNSYLVANIAwsaens® = = ' . 4ok 10 ro200 v 3u6- 220 i 7.l

. ' ' ' *' NORTH DAKOTAewsess! 31 6.7 +-- 30 - 6:1

SOUTH ATLANTIC iy . ' . "' SOUTH DAKOTAewsaes! 34 - 1 ~3a4 & - 35 - -« 2.8
(NnRTH,: ’ L] 1] * L) - L] * e L] L .
DELAWAREssssessaas® 13 # 3.6 ¢ 12 s 5.0 'OWEST SOUTH CENTRALZ * SRR 1
MARYLANDecevonauas®  ~ . - v 3 644 1t ARKANSASeeassieess! 26 - =ly8 o 25 - 0
VIRGINIAsscsosrsoas? = ' 409 0 - ' 5.3 % LOUISIANAcesensass® = LR Y SE
WEST VIRGINIAseoss® S 6.5 ¢+ 21 e 648 '* OKLAHOMAwveseoeess® 35 1 = 3,9 4 3L o

' ' . . 'fOTEXASsiessweseeese! 117 000 5.3 8 - 13 o
SOUTH ATLANTIC ' ' ’ ' a0 S ' ’ -
(SOUTHI = . . . ' " TMOUNTAING ' v ' -
FLORIDAsscnsosanan? = ' - v 33 8e% '0 ARIZONAwssscossass! RTINS § PR A 6.5
GEORGIAususcseeaas? - ’ R 5.8 ' COLORADOecessssses? 43 ' - 5.6 * 43 1 6.0,
NORTH CAROLINAcwse® 43" 9 10,0 ' 44 ¢ Te7 ' IDAHDesavse - . - - ' -
SOUTH CAROLINA<...' 12 ¢ 8.9 ' 12 ¢ 662 '' MONTANA.a.s ro24 19 -+ 26 ¢ 6.9
~ . ' . ' ** NEVADAseswessesaas® 26 8:8 ¢ 28 ¢ 11.3

EAST NORTH CENTRAL: ¢ ' ' . '' NEM MEXICOesesanas?® 26 bu4 v 26 - @ 5.6
ILLINOISeseeasseaat 31 * 402 32 v 507 *' UTAHssscavasaanses?® = v - v 51 6%
INDIANAcesavanaoas® 23 ¢ 6.4+ 26t €:7 '' WYOMINGeuasessssssa® 38 ¢ - 2,3 3. 38 4 5.7
MICHIGANeeossraeas? 59 6.8 * 56 1 5.7t : ! : ' .
OHIOueerossasennes® 22 ¥ 7.0 0+ 22 ¢ 7.6 'TPACIFIC: . ' . : : :
WISCONSINseuworaoaa® 47 7 5.5 ¢ 50 ¢ 627 'Y CALIFORNIAsseseeas® 15 ¢ I 1 639

1. OREGONssesesossana? = . - - : -
ALASKAsescasnonaos? = N - - . = 't WASHINGTONewssesss! 23 ¢ 6s6 ' 23 1 8:3
5‘6 L] 3 L] 8.8 (R . . . - , ' e

HAWAIloneavaonoanes? 1 *

NOTE:z 1-RURAL MILEAGE OF EACH MAJOR TOLL ROUTE IS CONSICERED AS ONE OR MORE STATIONS, DEPENDING ON STATES®

METHOD OF REPCRTING.

2-WHERE THE NUMBER OF STATIONS IS SHCWN AS A DASH AND A VALUE FOR PERCENTAGE CHANGE IS INDICATEDy THE LATTER VALUE IS
BASED ON A STATEWIDE ESTIMATE PROVIDED BY THE HIGHWAY AGENGY DETERMINED FROM EXTENSIVE TRAFFIC SAMPLING SURVEYS.

3-WHERE THE NUMBER OF STATIONS AND THE PERCENTAGE CHANGE ARE SHOWN AS DASHES, SUFFICIENT INFORMATION WAS NOT AVAILABLE

TO DETERMINE AN ESTIMATE.
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
‘Washington, D.C. 20590

Official Business
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