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PUBLIC ROADS ADMINISTRATION
- FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

INFORMATIONAL MEMORANDUM NO. 48

DATE: Octoser 4, 1943

SUBJECT: TRAFFIC VOLUME TRENDS

Daha for July 1943 from 23 automatlc trafflc recorder« in

 °gadd1tion to those shown in Ihfbrmaﬁional Memorandum No°\45 indi-
 cate small changes in the traffic degreases tabulated in that

memorandum,‘ The revised summary for July 1943, ‘with data  from

595 automatic traffic recorders located in 45 States, is given in

table 2.- Decreases in the area. rationed May 1942, {the eastern
area),: are 1.7 percent less than showﬁ in last mgnth’s bulletﬁno;

‘ The av&rage traffic decrease in August 1943, as compavﬁd

’ileth Augus 1942, table 1, is but 22 percent. - On State hlghways

the decrease is. 21 9 percent; on loca& highways 14. 3 percenty
TWo - States, North Carclina and South CaLollna, show traffic vol-

_umes greater than those of(a year aga on State h:ghway and two

States, Nebraska and Kentuéky, show increases on local hignwayu,

italthough each of the latter States “eports 1ocal rcad data from

one station onlyoh

When we turn to the monthly racord of trafflc sinee January

:  1940 glven ih the attached chart, ‘lt may be seen that traffic idy
" both the eastern and western areas in August 1943 relatlve 0

Angust 1941, is greater than the comparable ratio in July 1943c
It 1s possible that these’ relative increases resulted from the
saving of gdasoline during July for use in August, since July was
relatlvely the lowest since these data have been compiled.. On
July 15 the Ooffiece nof Price Administr ation issued an order per-
mitting motorists to use gasollne fér vacation trips, and it iIs

ﬁjprobable that the August ihereases reflect, in part at least,

this relaxation.: In this connection it may be of interest to
note that traffic increased from January to August. for the country
as a whole: in 1941, 54 percent; in 1942, 12 percent; in 1945
(prﬁ}lmlnary datal, 46 percent.’ uonc‘usions drawn from this last
sta}ement should be tempered by the fact that the traffic volume
in January 1943 was but 58 percent of the January 1942 volume.:




At the toll facilities, (table 3), traffic ih August 1943 on

19 facilities from Maine 40 Florida decreased 44 perceni in com-
parison: with traffic in August 1941.- It is evident that traffic
on these facilities has held up better than upon the rural high-
ways over the whole perloﬁ both in the East and in the West.-

CITY TRAFFIC

Traffic recorded at three automatic recorders located in the

c¢ity of Detroit, Michigan, is included in  these bulletins for the
first txme.j The decrease in traffic for 28 days in August 1943

from August 1942 amounted to 18.7 percent and ranged from dpproxi-'

mately 17 percent on Six-mile Road at Conneér to about 21 percent

on Pourteenth Street at Hdison. The decrease on Joy Boadlamounted -

to about the ‘same percentage as the averdge for all three loca-
Flions.- The decrease of 18,7 percent in Detroit may be éompared
with that of 34.9 percent found on rural roads in Michigan at 28

locatibns.: Weekday traffic on 8 routes im Washington, D. C.; for.

August of the same years decreassed 2.3 percent.- Gasoline was
rationed inthis city in 1942 while it was not rationhgd in Detroit

until December 1942.- The decrease from 1941 was 29 6. percent in

Washington. Figures for 1941 are not available in Detr01to_ The
Saturday traffic in August 19438 was 33. 3 percent less and the

Sunday traff1c4409jpercent less thanxziAugust 1941 in Washington,:

D.- ¢ Traffic using the. Sumner Tunnel in Boston in' August 1943
‘was 2.2 percent less than' in August 1942, and 29.8 percent less
than August 1941.: These cities have been greatly affected by
the influxof war workers-and the above flgures are not necessarily
representative cf city traffla decreases as a whole.:

Nevertheless these data from czty areas and - from @he toll
facilities, the largest of whlch are located within or adjacent

to cities, indlcate ‘that ecity traffic generally is higher than

rural traffic in relation to the traffic of prior years

-

Ho S. FatrsANK, DEPUTY COMMISSIONER,
PusLic ROADS ADMINISTRATION.

Attachments.




TABLE 1.--PRELIKINARY SUFKARY® OF AUTOHLTIC

 Virginia

o TRAFFIC RECORDER DATA.
: FOR AUGUST 1948 IKCLUDING 556 STATIGNS IN 4G STATES.
- Type of : : ‘Type of
S3ghvay Number Tetal Farc@ntﬁ '(highway Humber Total Peraens
and of daily | decrease and of daily | decreasél
State stationa|trafficliudust 1542 | State gstations|traffic|August 1942

STAYE EIGTAAYS. STATE HIGHIAYS

~ Alabama 7 10,677 10.5 Washingten 9 17,855 20.9

~Arigona 5 12,113 19.1 West Virginia 11 16, 400 15.7
Arkansas 1 | 14,930 23.6. Wisconsin 9 26,776 34.7

California 19 23,434 11.5° Wyoming 3 2,378 25.2

Colorado 4 5,848 38,9 — ~

Connecticut 18 51,623  19.7 Total - 40 States | 522 (838,548  21.9
Delaware 4 11,064 11.3
Ldr=s 7 "10,419|  20.9 ~
Ion 26 27,291 28.7 LOCAL HIGHWAYS

 Kentucky 12 18,113 34.6:

Louisiana® 6 11,932 14.3 Aiabama 2 77% 10.9

Maine 11 13,235 10.¢ Connecticut 2 701 16,0
Maryland 16. 40,655 7.0 Iowa 10 1,256 14.6
Massachusetts 9 29, 141 13.4 Kentucky’ 1 246 +0.8

Mi¢Thgan: - 26 72,692 35,0 Maryland 1 353 6.4

. Mis.useippi 10 13,882 659 Massachusetts 1 246 22.6
Missouri 25 42,518 28,7 Michigan 2 714 24,8

 Montana 12 7.701 28.5 Missouri 2 812 54,6
Nevada 12 11,132 39.5 Montana 2 417 16.1

 Nebraska 11 10, 359 24,9 Nebraska 1 201 +5.2
New Hampshire 18 18,639 14.9 North Dakota - 2 524 4.7
New Mexico ; 12 17,872 13.0 Ohio 3 1,560 21.1

. North:carolina 19 28,632 +0.3 Oregon 1 234 6.4

Horth: Dakota 9 3,664 16.7 Tennessee 2 20y 12.8
o 27 50,474 25,9 Wisconsin- 2 433 13.5

 Oklahoma 20 30,911 21.4 ——

. Oregon 3 4,697 23.8  |Total - 15 States | 34 9:867 | * i4.8
Pennsylvania 28 44,736 31.2 ' ‘ :
Rhode Isiand 3 5,158 11.8 ALL HIGEWAYS » : '
South Carolina 6i 6,284 +9.9 40 States? 556 847,915 21.9
South: Dekota 9 6,701 24.2 a - - )

essee 9 3,845 22.3 RATIOFED AREA
64 24,033 . 14.8 KAY 1942 iss 247,828 i15.8
Utah: 7 8,607 21.8
Vérmont 5 3,237 21.7 RATTONED ARE4 L
6: 15,289 2040 DECEMBER 1942 420  |600,088 24 .9

. Plus eign befsre percéntage indicdtes

z¥ ‘ﬁinﬁg;@&a&vﬂﬁﬁ_JQESbe New York.
 SPATIONS FOT INCLOUDED:

Defense sciivity - 2 ia Loulsliana.

fmereage o

tneludes all States emcept the followiung: Fﬂawidaa'désziaé

otHe di?fexénm&kﬁﬂ numbers of Saturdays and Sundays between this year and lase?

tilineis, IAdiase, Kanssas,

f%f:ﬁs%a from seme $tatass cever ¢nly & posrtion of the month, of have not besen sdjumsted fdfyg







o TABLE 2. ——REVISED SUKNARY* OF AUTOMATIC. 1HAKFLC RECORDER DAYA. FUR JULY L9453,
5 INCLUDING. 595 STATIONS AND 45 STATES

. . ‘ }
Gaographie | Number Percent Geographic’ Number Percent
‘division ~ef décrease from division of decrease Ffrom
and State stations July 1042 and Btate - stations |  July 1042 Kt
NEW ENGLAKD 88 40.8 EAST: SOUTH CENTRAL 33 24,0
Connecticut 19 _ 44,3 Alabama 3 10.90
Mainn S 11 34.1 | Eéntucky 11 36.3
Massachusetts 10 36.7 Mississippi 16° 11,8
‘New Hampshire 8 46,8 ‘Tennessee 4 20,7
Rhode Tstand 4 261 5 “ ‘
“Vermant 6 . 38.9  |WEST:SOUTH CENTRAL 108 ‘ 16.0:
MIDDLE ATLANTIC. 40 44 8: Arkansas 20 24,1
. . Louisiana® -5 6.6
ew York 11 42.8 Oklzhoma .20 17.0 -
Fennsylvania 29 41.3 Texas _ 58 - 15.1
SOUTH ATLANTIC 80 22,56 |MOUNTAIN. 62: 25,4 .
Delaware 4 36.7 Arizona 5 18.4
“Florida 19 0.3 Colorado 5 36.4
£ ryland _ 17 28.1 Idaho 6 22.7
 werth:‘Carolina® 18 20.1 Montana ) 14 29.7
‘iSbuth“Ca:oiiha ' '8 10. 1 Nevada® : ‘11 i B "32.4
“Virginia 3 ) 42,9 - | New Mexico ; 12 19.58
West Virginia , 11 21.3 Utah- : j 6 267
w e k _ ' Wyoming , _ 3 31.8
BAST: NORTH CENTRAL 82: 32.5 T
e ‘ o |PACIFIC. _ 24 . 198.0
¥llinois 2 35.3 R :
: gﬁi?diaﬁa 23 . 28 .0 California ‘ 10 14.9
! ichigan ' 28 ' 35.2 Oregon: : 5 . 22.5
 Ohio ol 18 26.6: Washington. . 9 22.9
- Wisconsin 11 37 .4 :
S R o R FOTAL - 45 States? .. 585 - T 28.8
. WEST« NORTH CENTRAL 103 26.7 — — :
i PR | : "ISTATE HIGHWAYS 561 28.9
Iowa 36 2651 :
Kansas?® S 8 26,2 LOCAL HIGHWAYS 34 13.8
. Missouri : 27 o 28,8 —
 Nebraska 11 ‘ 21.9 RATIONED MAY 1942 - 161+ | 34,9
‘North Dakota 12 24.9 : ) k ) =
" Seuth Dakota 9 22.6: RAFIONED DEC. 1942 43y 26,1 ,
G ‘ . . . . o

‘ji;‘ Combined State and local highw&ny, ‘
2. TIacludes all States except the following: Georgia, Minnesota, and New Jersey.
" SrP4TIONS FOT INCLUDED:
1Q3;:»Defaase'nefiwi&;\b : ¢ach in Kensas and Nevadaj 2 each in Louisians oand
. "North Carelina. '
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