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FEDERAL WORXS AG%T;NGT 

3 A S B I N G T 6 N  25, D, C, 

l NFORMAT I O N A L  MEMORANDgM NO, 48 
I 

D A T E  : O C ~ U B E R  4 ,  184% 

S1d&dECT: T R A F F  i c VOLUME T R E N D S  

Data fo r  Jbly 1943 Prom 23 automatic t r a f f i c  r e c o r d e r s  i n  
.addi%ion to those ahom in ~$forma%Eonal Membrandum No-: 45, Xndi-- 
cate s m k l l  chances in f h e  t r a f f i c  deoraases t a b a b e d  i n  t h a t  

P k  mem'arandnn,: The r e v i s e d  summary far  Sully 1943, t s lOh  aata from 
595 automatic t raff ic  recorders loehted in 46 GtaLes, is givhn fn- 
tab&@ 2,: Decrezses in the a.rea rationed May 1942, (the eastern 
a rea ) , .  are  I,? percent  less than sbo*m In l a s t  manthg s buXlet5.n~ 

The average t ra f f j ic  d e c r e a s e  in Avgust 1943,- as compared - 

P 
w i t h  August 1942,. t a b l e  It, is but 22 percen td  On St,ate higjkwa~s 
the decrease is 21,9 p e r c e n t ;  on l s ~ a l  highways 1489 perceat; 
T w o  States, North CaroLina and South Carol ina,  s h o ~  traffic vol- 
umes greater t,hsn those of (a  year  a @  ori S t a t e  highways; and t w o  
s t a t & ,  Nebraska and Rentucky, show i n c r e a s e s  on l o c a l  hlgjhrays; 
al though each of the latter S t a t e s  reports local road d a t a  f ~ o m  
O ~ E  sta%iarr only, 

When we t u rn .  t o  the rno&%bly record of t r a f f i c  s ince  Januhry 
1940, given in the  attached cfiart, i t  Kay be seen that t r a f f i c  fu 

P b a a  h t e  eastern and wes%ern area,a in August 2.943 r e L a t i ~ . ~ e  to 
A n g a s t  1941, is greaber than. the comparable r a t i o  in July 1Q43. 
1% i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  these  r e l s t i v d  increases resa l ted  from t h e  
saving of $asoLfbe d a r i n g  JbIg for use in &@ust, sknce July was 
r e l a t i v e l y  t h e  lowest -ginoe these data $lave been compiled, :  On 
July 16 the of f i ce  of P r i c e  Admini$t~atfan issued an n ~ d s r  per- 
mitting lnotor ls ts  t ( r  u s e  l fasoline far vacation t r i p s ,  %nd it i s  
p r o b a b l e  that t h e  August i n c r e a s e s  reflect, I n  part  a t  l e a s t ,  
t h i s  relarra-$icno.  ID- t h k s  conne.cl9.sn it may b e  of i n t e r i e s t  to 

, note t h a t  t r a f f i c  increased  from January to Au@us% f u r  the c ~ a n t r y  
as a whole:  in 1942, 54 per@.ent; in 2942, 28 percen-t.; In I Q 4 L  
( prel iminary da",a) ,* 46 percent .  - ~onclusions drawn from this l a s t  I 

s&a$emertt should b e  tempered by %he fat% tihat the t raff ls :  ,vslume 
f n ~knuary  1943 was but 58 percenL af the JsnaaPy 2942 volume, - 
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At the toll facilitiem, j tabre 3 ,  t ~ a f f i c  in- Angust+ 1943 on 
19 fat3iJiLics from Maine to Flor ida  decreased 44 percen t  in cam- 
parisan- with Lraf f&b in AuQust 2.941,- 1% i s  evibeoS t h a t  t r a f f i c  
on t h m e  f a o i l i t l e s  has h e l d  np b e t t e r  than- upon the rural h q h -  
wags aver the whole peridd, bodh in, t h e  East and in. the West,: 

CTTY 'TRAFFIC . 

T r a f f i c  recorded at three au%omatic recorders located in %he . 
citg of Datroi%, Michigan, is included in- %base bu2letbns  for %he 
f i rs t  time*, The decrease in t r a f f i c  for 28 days 25.  AugusL 1943 
from Augnst 1942 amounted to 28.1 percent  and ranged from &proxi- ' 

n a t e l y  At7 percent an Six-miTe Road at Gunner to about $1 percent 
on Fourteenth. S%rea-l; at EdTsan, : The decrease on Joy R#xrl"amounLed , 

to about the saae ge~cen tage  as tihe average for  a l l  t h r e e  laca- 
%ions,: Ths decrease of 18,7 percent; Tn DstroiL may 'be &owpared 
with that of 34.9 pareen% faun8 an r u r a l  lroads in ~ i e h i g a n -  at  28 
LoctltEbns,: Weekday traffic on 3 routes .in Washington, Do. C,, 'for . 

""3 
Augns.t; af t h e  same years decreased 2 3  percan t , :  Gsrsblfne was 
ratibnetd in this cS%y In 1942 while it was not rationgd in- Detroi t  
nntil December 1942. The decrease from 1941 tres 2Qm $. percent in 
Washington, Figures far 1944 qre not avai lable  in Detroit; The 

I Saturday traffic I n  Au&xst 1945 was 33,3 prsrcen-t 'less and %ha 
Sunday traffic44,9 percent less Chaninkugust lQ42 fn kTashin#ton, 
D.; c:: Tra f f i c  using the Sumner Tzlan.el in- Boston in Aut;fust 1943 ""9 
w a s  2.2 percent less t han  Ln August 1942, and 29.G percent iess 
t h a n  Au$us.t; 19-41,: These  c i t i e s  have been g r e a t l y  affpcted by 
the in f lux  of W ~ P  workers .and %be above ff $ares are n o t  necessarilg 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  sf ci-ty %saff ic  -dscrea.ses as a whof eo 

~evartheress %heme data  frsa ci%y areas and Prom Lhe -hull 
f a c i l i l i e s ,  the largest of which $re localed w i t b f n .  c>r adjacent 
to ci-bies, i n d i c a t e  thaL c i t y  t y a f f i c  $eneraIfg f s h i g h e r  khan. 
r u r a I t r a f f i c  in re la t fon to the t r a f f f c  cf prior years, T 
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Ha S.  FLIRBANK, DEPUTY COMM~SSIOIIER, 
p u e t i c  R o ~ o s  A D M ~ M ~ S T B A T ~ O N ~  
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IlVCLtZDIMG. 595 STATIONS AND 45 STAYES 










