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PUBLIC ROADS ADMINISTRATION
“FEDERAL'WORKS AGENCY

- INFORMAT {ONAL "MEMORANDUM

DATE; OcToBER 31, 1946

SUBUECT: TRAFFIC VOLUME TRENDS

On the basis of preliminary estimates, tbtal travel during

‘September 19468 on rural roads exceeded the amount of such

traffic in September 1941 by almost three percent. This amount
of incresse was found on both main highways and on local roads.

Traffic in the two western reglons was 28 percent above
corresponding 1941 counts; that in the central regions was

‘approximately equal; while that in the ‘eastern regions was 8

percent below the 1941 levels. In comparison with 1945 figures,

‘traffic in the western regions increased 29 percent; that in
~the central regions 28 percent' and that in the eastern regions

27 percent.

Comp;risons of city traffic in September 1948 with corre-
sponding traffic in September 1945 are as follows:

stations in Chiecago, Illinois +19.
stations in Cleveland, Ohio +23.3
stations in Detroit, Michigan +15.8
-station in Duluth, Minnesota +16:1
‘station in Santa Fe, New Mexico +29.2
stations in St. Louis, Missouri +22¢
lsfstations in Hashington, D. C, +15.7 -
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H. S. FaireaNk, DEPUTY COMMISSIONER
PusLic Roaps ADMINISTRATION

" ‘Attachments
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TABLE 1.--PRELININARY SUH&ARY OF AUTOMATIC TRAFFIC RECORDER DATA FOR
SEPTEMBER 1946 INCLUDING 585 STATIONS IN 41 STATES?
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Percentage

‘Texas

i Number i Number. Percentage
Type of highway of change from Type of highway , of change from
and State stations Sept. 1946 and State stations Sept. 1045
| STATE HIGHWAYS STATE HIGHWAYS
Y (Continued)
Alabama 8 +23.5 Utah 10 +23.8
Arizona 4 +37.6 Vermont 9 +28.4
Arkansas 19 +35.9 Washington 10 +18.4
California 6 +34.2 West Virginia 11 +27.8
Colorado 5 +26.4 Wisconsin 9 +27.0
Connecticut 17 +30.2
~ Delaware 5 +26.2 TOTAL - 41 STATES 553 +26.4
Florida 19 +16.6
| Georgia 7 +28.2 LOCAL HIGHWAYS
. Idaho 8 +33.9 Alabama 2 +40.7
~Illinois 4 +33.2 Connecticut 3 +21.9
Iowa - 26 +31.5 Delaware 2 +38.9
. Kansas 14 +27.6 Georgia 3 +39.7
| Kentucky 9 +24.1 Iowa 8 +20.0
“Louisiana 7 +29.7 Maryland 1 +22.5
Maine 10 +25.0 Michigan 2 +24.2
Maryland 17 +21.7 Missouri 1 -17.3
Massachusetts 9 +27.3 Montana 2 + 5.4
Michigan 26 +29.7 Nebraska 1 +15.6
‘Mississippi 10 +31.0 North Dakota 1 -25.4
‘Missouri 22 +27.9 Ohio 2 +21.4
Montana 12 +22.3 Oregon 1 $59.1
Nebraska 11 +21.6 Rhode Island 1 +25.1
Nevada : 16 +25.3 Tennessee 1 +36.1
New Hampshire 12 +40.8 Wisconsin 1 +23.6
?NeW'Mexido 14 +14.9 % ‘ = 3' —
~ North Carolina 19 +31.3 TOTAL - 16 STATES 32 +28.1
‘North Dakota 4 +18.6 ;
Ohio ' 22 +32.7 ALL HIGHWAYS
- Oklahoma . 20 +25.9 41 STATES ' 585 +26.9
Oregon , 3 +30.7 - -
| Pennsylvania 30 +24.4 3 EASTERN REGIONS 177 +26.8
‘Rhode Island 2 +15.5 ;
" South Dakota 9 +40.8 Y [(CENTRAL REGIONS 317 +268.2
Tennessee 5 +14.0 ‘ ° .
73 +18.7 2 WNESTERN REGIOFKS 91 +29.4

'llnéludaa all States

Wyominz}

except Indianas, Minnesota, New J@rsey. New York, South Carelina, Virginia and







TABLE 2.--REVISED SUNWARY OF AUTONATIC TRAFFIC RECORDER DATA FOR
AUGUST 1946 INCLUDING 617 STATIONS IN 45 STATES!
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Subtotal

Number Percentage Number Percentage
Region and State of change from Region and State of change fronm
stations August 19456 - stations | August 1945
NEW ENGLAND. EAST SOUTH CENTRAL .
Connecticut 20 +49.2 Alabama 10 +32.8
Maine 9 4+49.3 Kentucky 8 +35.7
Massachusetts 9 4+37.9 Mississippi 10 +45.4
New Hampshire 15 +52,1 Tennessee 5 +38.0
Rhode Island 4 +30.0 Subtetal 33 +38.0
Vermont 9 +56.7
Subtotal 66 +u8.7 WEST. SOUTE CENTRAL
- Arkansas 16 +35.4
¥IDDLE ATLANTIC Louisiana 4 +42.3
New York 2 +52.5 Oklahoma 20 +38.2
Pennsylvania 0 +41.9 Texas 73 +30.2
Subtotel 32 +43.3 Subtotal 113 +32.7
SOUTH ATLANTIC NOUNTAIN
- Delaware 8 +31.4 Arizona 3 +42.0
Maryland 18 +34.9 Colorado 5 +39.8
Virginia 3 $43.8 Idaho 8 +64.3
West Virginia 11 +40,0 Montana 14 463.2
Subtotal north Nevada 16 +64.1
portion 4o +35.8 New Mexico 14 +39.1
, :  Utah 8 +53.3
Florida 19 4+29.0 Wyoming 5 492.8
Georgia 10 +45.7 Subtotal 73" +52.8
North Carolina 18 +47.0
Subtotal south ; PACIFIC
portion Y4 +y40.2 California 7 +60.9
: Oregon 5 +38.8
Subtotel region 87 +37.8 Washington 10 454.3
. Subtotal 22 +54.3
EAST NORTH CENTRAL )
Illinojs 3 +37.8 ; L
Indiana 22 +47.8 TOTAL ALL STATES? v 617 +43.4
Michigan 28 +40.5 " — e
Ohio 23 +45.1 STATE HIGHWAYS? 583 +46.1
Wisconsin 10 +49.6 : , -
Subtotal 88 Fuu.2 LOCAL HIGHWAYS 34 +36. 4
WEST NORTH CENTRAL
Jowa ’ : 34 +55.0 83 ' EASTERY REGIONS 185 +38.8%
Kansas 14 +40.1
Missouri 24 +46.4
Nebraska 12 +48.8 4 CENTRAL REGIOFS 337 L ot4o0.8
North Dakota 12 +47.6 '
South Dakota 9 +76.0 ‘
105 +49.9 2 WESTEEN REGIONS 85

+57.8

«‘CQﬂblngd State and local highways.
zlncludau a1l States except Minnesota, New Jersey snd South Cerolina







} ; : 2y - PABLE 3.--NUMB. }VEHICLES,"GLHSSIFIED, BY 1. :1, USING TOLL FACILIT. }I SEPTENBER 1946 CONPARED
B S e K A : WITH ruSE IN SEPTENBER 1945-AND 1941. o o ) : ; : R
P-ub26
Percéntage change . Percentage chapze
19,46‘ ; ' from 1946 from 1941
Facilities -
! Trucks . Trucks | Trucks [
Total Pagsenger . and . thal Passenger and ‘Total Passenger and 4
cars busses cars busses cars busses |
7 ) EASTERN REGIONS
3 in the New England States 70,609 66,027 : 4,582 +24.0 +23.6 '1-30-.4"’: + 2.9 +.1.0 t42.8
16 in the Middle Atlantic States - | 12,125,741 9,886,897 1,238,844 +31. 4 +33.5 +16.3 *17.3 | +17.6 . t1a.7
Fleetwood Viaduct, Westchester . . . G : N - |
County, New York ' 528,143 528, 143 s +40.4 - +40.4 e | 438,85 438.5 .-
Pennsylvenia Turnpike 265,440 225,591 g 39,849 +31.7 ~-+30,8 : +36.8 .| ¥ 3.5° o= 0.2 +30.5
4 in the South Atlantic States 376,528 . 309,555 66,973 +12.1 +10.7 +18.7. | - 8.7 C-10.4 -~ 0.2
TOTAL - 25 facilities! : 12,366,461 11,016,213 1,350,248 '+$I.0 +33.0 - +16.9 ¥16.6 | +16.9 . t14.4
TOTAL ~ 29 facilities 13,398,371 11,961,560 - | 1,436,811 | 431.5 +33.7 - +15.9 | o §
:CENTRAL REGIONS
3 on the Great Lakes Canadian : ; :
Border? 432,366 416,070 ' 16,296 18,0 + 6.8 - +55.90 +65.6 +65.3 +74.8
2 in the Great Lskes Region 102,624 89,503 13,121 +24.9 +27.8 1 + 9.6 +26.1 +23.5 +47.9
Subtotal -~ 5 facilities 584,890 505,573 2-9,‘!19' to+r0.9 + 5.9 +30.8 | +358.2 . ¥55.9. +81.5
9 on the Ohio River ) 1,040,744 897,252 143,492 +18.1. +16.9 +26.0: - 2.5 - 3.1 + 0.7
1 in Kentucky - 12,131 9,375 . 2,756 ‘+39.5 A +40.7 +35.5 +96.9 +97.9 +93.7
Subtotal - 10 facilities 5 - 1,052,875 908,827 ‘ 148,248 "_'18.3‘ +17.1 . +26.2 - 2.0 - 2.5 + 1.8
6 on the Mississippi and St. Croix.. ) " . ' 5 . o "
‘Rivers St. Louis and north N 421,945 © 377,036 44,909 +36.0 . C$39.9 ’ +15.86 +19.0 C 42307 - 9.5
2 on the Mississippi River south of o )
St. Louis 66,027 50,968 15,059 +23.0 +16.6 +51.6 +94.6 C +86.9 +126.12
Subtotal - 8 fecilities 487,972 428,004 59,968 tau.0 +35.8 +23.0 t25.8 t28.8 + 6.5 |
4 on the Missouri River 240,087 192,541 v 47,546 +15.5 +22.9 - 7.0 +19.4 +28.1 - ,5'5
2 in the Missouri River area 7,009 6,009 ' 1,000 +47.2 +43.3 +76.4 +33.6 ) +32.4 +40.8
Subtotal - 8 facilities 247,088 198,550 48,546 +16.3 +23.4 - 8.1 +15.7 +24.3 - 5.8
1 on the Mexican Border 48,932 40,874 8,058 +21,2 +18.5 +36.9 |+100.9 +102.2 +94. 4
TOTAL ~ 30 facilities! 2,371,865 2,079,628 202, 237 +19.2 +19.2 +19.4 +16.5 +18.1 + 6.6
TOTAL ~ 35 facilities 2,711,763 2,384,227 327,536 +19.6 +19.6 +19.6
WESTERN REGIONS
2 in California : . 2,693,368 . 2,449,137 244,731 + 6.6 + 5.6 +17.9 +28.4 +27.1 +42.6
4 in the Oregon-Washington aresa 389,240 342,707 46,533 +18.8 +18.2 +23.9 +79.8 +77.7 4+96.9
TOTAL - 6 facilities 3,082,608 2,791,844 290,764 + 8.0 +7.0 +18.8 -¥33.2" +31.7 +49.2
UNITED STATE‘S
TOTAL ~ 61 facilities? 17,820,934 15,887,685 1,933,249 3:24.8 +25.7 +17.6 +19.2 +19.4 +17.2
POTAL ~ 70 facilities 19,192,742 17,137,631 2,055, 111 +25.4 . +26.5 +16.9 - :
Irhess facilities have comparative data for 1946, 1945 and 1941 snd are included in the lsrger total below,
%0ne of these facilitiss is in Western New York and therefors is r.l’-t‘td to similar facilities in the Central States.







PERCENTAGE OF TRAFFIC IN CORRESPONDING MONTHS OF (941
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FIGURE |.— PERCENTAGE RELATIONS OF RURAL TRAFFIC IN MONTHS OF (944, 1945
AND 1946 WITH THAT IN CORRESPONDING MONTHS OF i941.
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VEHICLE - MILES OF TRAVEL - BILLIONS
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FIGURE 2 .- VEHICLE-MILES OF TRAVEL ON ALL RURAL ROADS

1940 TO 1946 BY MONTHS.
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