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BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE . DS
Thomas H. MacDonald, Commissioner

Charles Sawyer, Secretary

TRAFFIC VOLUME TRENDS

Washington, D. C. October 949

On the basis of preliminary figures, motor-vehicle travel on main and
local roads for the country as a whole was higher during October 1949 than in

any previous QOctober. :

Vehicle-miles| Percentage change from—

(millions) 194 1943 1948
Main rural roads....... | 14,088 +34.4 | +123.6 7.7
Local rural roads...... 4,731 +16.5 +86.0 6.0
AV rura) roadS.uaseeas 18,819 +29.4 1 +112.8 17.3

Traffic on rural roads in the geographic regions and changes from pre-
vious years were as follows:

Vehicle-miles | Percentage change from—
{millions) 1941 1943 1948 %
Eastern regionSeecee:ces 5,851 +17.4 +107.8 +7.7
Central regions..c.uc.. 9,750 +33.3 | +i18.8 +7.3
Western regions..,..... 3,218 3.1 +104.8 16.5

Travel on city streets was also heavier than 1in any previous October.
Comparisons with October of previous years for city streets, rural roads, and
all roads and streets are as follows:

Percentage change from—

1911 1943 | 1948
c‘ity streetsi.lllllllIlllllll’lll‘ll!‘.jl +27.3 +82-6 +6-‘
Rural roadSessssvaanesscssniscescnsnans +29.4 +112.8 +7.3
All roads and streets.cscecacescnsaras +28.3 497.0 46.7
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TRAFFIC VOLUME TRENDS— OCTOBER 1949

Table |.—PRELIMINARY SUMMARY OF AUTOMATIC TRAFFIC RECORDER DATA FOR OCTOBER 1949 INCLUDING
704 STATIONS IN U4 STATES

Type of highway
and State

Number
of
stations

Traffic volume
percentage
change from

October |48

Type of highway
and State

Number
of
stgtions

Traffic volume
percentage
change from

October (948

STATE HIGHWAYS

Alabama, veconccscnsans
Arizona.cessesesescanes
Arkansas.caessssssnsnss
Californiacscanesvannns
Coloradoiseesessn sarass
Connecticut.vssereesnss
Delawar€.scesaessanasss
Floridassesssveasncesnes
Georgiasssiessracsanens
[dahCesescesssanaancnse
111in0iScsesssennssnecs
Indianasssscensenceasse

|OWA e ensnssraasannsesss

KansasS:sssvesassannsnss

Kentucky.ieoseaanonasss
LouisSianasesssnssscnsns

C MaiN€issesiesrrnennnnas

Marylandecesesssesnanse
Massachusetts.sseeese..
Michigan.vesssansocnnns
Minnesotaiieessnncannes
MisSisSSipPiceciresnasss
MiSSOMFiseunannnaasnnan

Montanasssessenannnanas

Nebraskas.cseecevsnness
Nevadae s vossncsornnnens
New Hampshire.soseasees
New Jersey.suersvoesans
New MeXiCOiessnasucenns
New Yorkeuesseseseasnes
North Carolina.esesvaes
Horth Dakotaiessseanses
ONiOiassseeccnnsnnsansas
Oklahomasceseencsenvane
OregoN. scaacessasssnasns
Pennsylvaniassieecaannss
Rhode fsland..ucurreces
South Carolina.cecscesns
South Dakotaiseeesnsens
Tennessee, cacvessccasss

.6
17
7
22
17
6
18
7
8
5
21
14
i3
27
12
17
9
26
24
10
25
12
I
16
15
4
16

nssanees

20
i
13
20
26
29

2

8
17
i6

15.4

+14.5
+5'|

+2.8
47.6

i
18.0
.7

+19.3
19.2

+10.6
6.6
+7.3
+19.0
+3.5
7.3
+12.0
- 7.5
15.8
+6. 1
.6
10.2
+8.9
+5.3
6.6

+H2. b

+3.6

+3.3
19.1
4.0
.3
16. 1
+i0.4
-6.9
-0.8
+7.0
+13.0

STATE HIGHWAYS—Con.

Texasssesacesesssnsonans
Utahsveeavranssessssnaes
Vermont.cesensevaesnsnns
Virginiaiesnsesserssence
Washington..eeeenevnans
West Virginiasesssoeaaes
WisconsSiNiessesessensnes
Wyomingeseoarsoncaannsns

TOTAL— 44 STATES: « « 1+«
LOCAL HIGHWAYS

Alabama. v esaronrsncracs
Connecticut.veeseecannan
Delawar€icsevesssrsnanns
GeOrgiaceecsncnosnsanase
Indiana.cusessearsnsanss
oW asuaersssascasasans
Marylandeeeesesvagneanns
Michigan.eessassaacnsnas
MiSSOUrisaseasconsnssacn
Montanasescoesevscnsnnns
Nebraskawscoseresvensnen
North Dakotaseeascrsenas
OhiOessersscssrennsranes
Oregon.sesrsesssasnncesns
Rhode Islandeseeecssssin
Tennesseteuceesascnnsens
WisconSiNiseeseonsvacona

TOTAL— 14 STATES: s« s s«

ALL HIGHWAYS—
44 STATES...eesvvsnns

'3 EASTERN REGIONS....
4 CENTRAL REGIONS.: .

2 WESTERN REGIONS.. ...

84
i2
5
10
10
7
5

16.9
15.6
12.8
+6.5
4.0
17.8

-6.0

680

17.7

2
3
3
|

—_—N N - NN N -

snsasrse

+8.3
-2.6
=11
48.2
420.9
+14.5
-8.0
+12.5
121.9
+15.1
10.3
+1.8
15.5

+15.5

b2 ]

16.0

704 |-

+7.3

187
380
137

+7.7
+7.3
5.5

—~70555
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Table 3.—NUMBER OF VEHICLES, CLASSIFIED BY TYPES, USING TOLL FACILITIES IN OCTOBER [949 COMPARED WITH THOSE IN OCTOBER 1948

rcent hange
v 1949 Pe :n age change
Syeas ~ Trom jou8
Facilities
Total Passenger Trucks and Total Passenger | Trucks and
’ carsl busses ota cars busses
EASTERN REGIONS
4 in the New England States..csueecececennsrancosnsusunsnancannans 1,508,039 1,370,575 137,464 5.1 +15.3 +i2.4
7 in the Middle Atlantic States..c.cveiecenenrcannnnacinanononenans 7,925,016 6,573,773 1,351,243 +9.7 +10.7 5.2
2 parkways in the Middle Atlantic States.......ccevciniiiiiiininas 1,882,843 1,882,843 | cevvanasanssn +11.7 HET7] vessnoanaes
Pennsylvania Tgrnplkez 343,930 263,874 80,056 +10.7 49.2 +16.1
Maine Turnpike .esiavacrascaccsacscsccncsassncacsnasannnannsnnanne 140, 154 125,109 15,045 42.4 HL2 +Hit Y
4 in the South Atlantic States...i.c.vevvrrnsrerecniancencnnnvacans 531,080 49,944 I1,136 +t.2 +i4.7 +2.4
TOTAL 19 FACILITIES...ecsvaaanacassssnasscassanacancnesnnansscas| 12,331,062 10,636,118 1,694,944 +10.8 +11.4 6.7 -
CENTRAL REGIONS |
3 'on the Great Lakes Canadian border?....eveeevcssensosscscannanns 407,233 | 388,805 18,428 7.2 +7.5 12.7
| -in the Great Lakes Region....esuevccesacnanicenannsasacnnsnnnans 35,283 32,131 3,152 7.3 +7.8 12.5
Svibtotal 4 facilitieS.eesesassasansacsssssonsnssnscnannnnnes 442,516 420,936 21,580 +7.2 17.5 +2.7
3 on the Ohio RiVer.i.sesssssessssacsnssnssssssussassaannannnssans 340,270 295,528 44,742 16.1 +7.5" -3.1
7 on the Mississippi and St. Croix Rivers, St. Louis and North.... 745,773 633,U84 112,289 49.2 18.8 +1.6
3 on the Mississippi River south of St. Louis..icuecinaiinninaiass 144,893 103,257 41,636 +7.6 +0.21 +1.2
Subtotaljlo.facil.ities........,.........................,..- 890,666 736,741 153,925 +8.9 +9.1 +8.7
i 'on the Missouri Riversisecesascasocoavsancocasunsonconnncaasnnse 219,680 184,321 35,359 +6.8 +8.2 -0.1
3 in the West South Central States.......cconviiiininiccnncincnnis 29,221 27,791 1,430 -0.1 ~0.2 2.6
Subtotal 7 facilitieS..seeceseasssnscsercnncnaassnonansnanns 248,901 212,112 36,789 15.9 +7.0 -0.1
mTAL'_?{ FACILITIES.evesnssanssansenconnsasannssnnsansnssssannas 1,922,353 1,665,317 257,036 7.6 +8.1 +4.7
HWESTERN REGIONS
2 in Californi@eesseseosesacsacasnsssascsonannnncasannncansnnnenss| 3,127,660 | 2,838,530 289,130 .5 o4 45.2
4 in the Oregon-Washington Area......cesesicecucacuiaranccnannennn 12,171 91,707 20,464 -3.3 -l.4 -10.9
TOTAL 6 FACILITIES.usaccseuccsconnssnsvasasaocasusascassasscnans 3,239,831 2,930,237 309,594 +4.2] +4.3 +3.9
UNITED STATES
TOTAL 43 FACILITIESIIII-l"l‘llli!l.ll.ll.lll'llll..l!llllll.ll'l 17,493,246] 15,231,672 2,261,574 !l +9.1] . '*'9.6 +6|1

1 Non-revenue vehicles (when reported) included in report and treated as passenger cars unless otherwise specified.

those using any portion of the facility.
the Central States.
=T0555

2Number of vehicles,

3'0ne of these facilities is in Western Mew York and therefore is related to similar facilities in
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VEHICLE-MILES OF TRAVEL — BILLIONS
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FIGURE 3- VEHICLE-MILES OF TRAVEL ON ALL RURAL ROADS
IN 1941,1943,1948 AND 1949




) N t T .
Py Ve
RS 3 Wv . |






