TRAFFIC VOLUME
TRENDS s

OCTOBER 1979 j/

TRAVEL ON ALL ROADS AND STREETS DOWN-2,.9%

COMPARED TO SAME MONTH ONE YEAR AGO

TRAVEL ON MAIN RURAL ROADS ONLY pown-3. 42

COMPARED TO SAME MONTH ONE YEAR AGO

EASTERN
STATES

CENTRAL

WESTERN
STATES

STATES

7.00 22.54 16.60

[=—VEHICLE MILES OF TRAVEL THIS MONTH = *6+1% g/ | |ON TOTAL-»=|

1/ "‘
ALL DATA FOR THIS MONTH ARE PRELIMINARY, REVISED VALUES FOR PREVIOUS MONTH

ARE SHOWN IN TABLES 1 and 2. ;
NOTE: ALL VEHICLE MILES OF TRAVEL HAVE BEEN COMPUTED WITH1976 vM-2 DATA

AS A BASE.
FOR OFFICIAL DISTRIBUTION




TRAFFIC VOLUME TRENDS - OCTOBER 1979

Based on preliminary reports from the state highﬁay agencies, travel
during October 1979 on all roads and streets in he nation decreased
by ~2.9 percent as compared to' October 1978, resqlting in estimated
travel for the month at 129,619 million vehicle miles. This total
includes 46,392 million vehicle miles on main rural roads, 13,017
million wvehicle miles on other rural roads, and‘aO,ZlO million wvehicle
miles on c¢ity streets. 1

Travel for the current month as well as the cumulative yearly total
on main rural roads and for all roads and streets is shown below.
Similar totals for each year since 1970 are also included.

i

TRAVEL: IN MILLIONS

Main Rural Roads ©+ All Roads and Streets

October Year to Date ‘ October Year to Date
1970 35,338 348,504 196,317 940,733
1971 37,470 367,017 102,525 994,545
1972 38,671 379,784 : 108,841 1,066,531
1973 39,754 393,417 113,089 1,105,051
1974 38,582 374,601 112,572 1,079,483
1975 40,032 392,019 115,250 1,115,140
1976 42,452 422,371 121,210 1,183,137
1977 45,168 441,142 127,388 1,228,666
1978 48,041 461,569 133,449 1,271,681
1979 46,392 451,995 129,619 1,254,108

Traffic Volume Trends is a monthly report prepared by the Planning
Services Branch, Highway Statistics Division, hased on hourly traffic
count data. These data, collected at approximately 4,000 continuous
traffic counting locations nationwide, are used to determine the percent
change in traffic for the current month compared to the same month in
the previous year. This percent change is applied to the travel for the
same period in the previous year to obtain travel for the current period.

For extra copies, or to be put on the monthly mailing list, contact:

Federal Highway Administration
Office of Public Affaires, Room 4208
400 7th Street, SW.

Washington, D.C. 20590

Phone (202) 426-0677.




AVERAGE DAILY VEHICLE-MILES OF TRAVEL-MILLIONS
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FIGURE 1 - TRAVEL ON MAIN RURAL ROADS, BY MONTHS
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FIGURE 2 - ANNUAL TRAVEL ON MAIN RURAL ROADS FOR
12 MONTH PERIOD ENDING IN MONTH SHOWN
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PERCENTAGE OF 1965 TRAVEL
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FIGURE 3 - ANNUAL TRAVEL ON MAIN RURAL ROADSAS PERCENTAGE OF YEAR 1965
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TABLE 1.-SUMMARY BY ROAC CLASS AND BY GEOGRAPHIC AREA

PRELIMINARY DATA FOR | OCTOBER

v ' REVISED DATA FOR SEPTEMBER
’ L]
. ' VEHICLE~MILES . * VEHICLE-MILES ’
' ' [MILLIONS} ) * PERCENTAGE - ! (MILLICONS) * PERCENTAGE
i | ' - : - *  CHANGE ' *  CHANGE
i ) . 1979 . 1978 ' ' 1979 ' 1578 *
CLASS OF RGAD, ALL STATES: . ' . ’ . "
MAIN RURAL ROADSescess concansas ! 46,392 . 48,041 ' ~3.4 . 45,333 v 47,370 * ~4.3
LOCAL RURAL ROADSsscessesesecses ' 13,017 ’ 13,404 ' ~2.9 ' 12,881 ' 13,222 ' 2.6
ALL RURAL ROADScesseaccesavoses ! 594409 ' 614445 . ~3.3 . 58,214 ' 60,592 ’ ~3.9
CITY STREETSeevesscves snancsoas ! 70,210 . 724004 ' ~2.5 ' 67,661 ' 654325 ' ~2.4
ALL RDADS AND STREETSeeseseacss ! 129,619 . 133,449 ' ~-2.9 . 125,875 . 1294917 , -3.1
. . ’ L] * ’
48 STATES {MAIN RURAL ONLY): ’ ' . N . "
EASTERN REGION<4sessvenssonccas ¥ 16,596 ' 17,251 . -3.8 v 15,765 ' 16,839 ' ~6.4
CENTRAL REGIONascocensessesonss ! 22,550 ' 23,320 ’ -3.3 ' 22,029 ' 22,787 . ~3.3
WESTERN REGIONS esosccecnccsneans ? 6,996 . 72194 ' ~2.8 v 74257 ' 74473 ' ~2.9
T * . A ’ L]
TOTALesnevesssacssnsnnes ? 46,142 ' 47,765 ¢ ~3.4 ’ 45,051 ' 47,099 3 ~443
TABLE 2.-CHANGES ON MAIN RURAL ROADS BY STATES
' OCTNBER . SEPTEMBER 12} ' OCTOBER 1 SEPTEMBER
. (PRELIMINARY} ' {REVISED) 2] . {PRELIMINARY) . {REV ISED)
DIVISION AND STATE e . : 't DIVISION AND STATE ¢ -
' * NUMBER * PER~ ' NUMBER ' PER- * NUMBFR * PER-. f NUMBER ' PER-
OF t CENTAGE ¢ oF * CENTAGE ¢ . oF * CENTAGE * oF * CENTAGE
N STAT!BNS * CHANGE * STATIONS * CHANGE ** * STATIONS * CHANGE * STATIONS ' CHANGE
. ) gl s s > by ’ i
NEW ENGLAND: . ' ' . *UEAST SOUTH CENTRAL:Z ° ’ . .
CONNECTICUT cananas? - . -t 8 t = 5.5 1 ALABAMAceecessasss’ 52 vo- 2.2 0 47 v -3.6
MAINEswoumnnsanses! 20 v - 5.8 ¢ 21 * = T.B "' KENTUCKYauoessewaea® 36 v~ 2.4 0 37 voo- 3.2
MASSACHUSETTSesces! - ' -t 6 1. =9.7 1t MISSISSIPPIecenens’ 44 T - 2.3 0 43 T ~l4,9
NEW HAMPSHIREassas' - . - 58 T~ 6.1 "% TENNESSEEeeuseesss’ 29 't = 5.3 ¢t 33 1 - 4.0
RHODE ISLANDexswas? - . -t - [ L ' * . .
VERMONT evescesaaane? 37 * - 3,9 ¢ 39 1 - 5.4 --nesx NORTH CEMTRAL: * ' v '
' M * M TOWAuesoasannaanen’ 36 to- 3,7 v 36 v -i2.8
MIDDLE ATLANTIC: i ' . " -v, KANSASasesassanase? 69 t - 3,0 ¢ 67 v~ 4.2
NEW JERSEY euwovvast - ’ - - N ~ U5 MINNESOTAecowcscnss? - ’ -t 29 LI Y
NEH YORKasoesesons? - * - 28 - 8.5 %% MISSOURIeseesasans? 74 v - 5,8 ¢ 73 v~ 5.1
PENNSYLVANIAeevens? 52 v = 5,5 ¢ 52 ' - 5.9 "4 NEBRASKAawaesasnasel 19 T - 4,9 4 17 v - 5.4
. . ' v *€  NORTH DAKOTAwseaas? - ' -t - v -
fﬂf*'”\\ SOUTH ATLANTIC ' . ’ ' 1€ SOUTH DAKOTAesseas? 35 LI % 35 LI V'S
3 (NDR]‘”}; L] t 1] 1 ot L] 1 1 .
: DELAWAREesassesssns® 14 t- 5.4 8 22 * - 5.8 "HEST SOUTH CENTRAL:z * ' ' .
k MARYLAND2weooasaes" - . - 32 f - 1.8 ARKANSAScoueecasns? 20 ro- 3.2 e 20 ¢ -3,
VIRGINIAcvosoanoes® - ¢ -3, 0 - T = 2.5 "t LOUISIANAcescveess? - ¢ -t 43 v 0.1
WEST VIRGINIAewsane® - v - - * = %0 QKLAHOMAweeeooomase! 32 s -2,2 34 ' 3.2
’ v ' . ' Tt TEXASecessssemvess® 117 '~ 0.5 * 118 v - 1.2
SOUTH ATLANTIC * 4 ' . e » ' ' '
(SOUTH) = v . . . '-Mountatn. i ' ’ '
FLORIDA+ oo easoneos’ 38 v~ 2.0 0 17 1~ 8.9 ARIZONAwen s nnvenat 19 LA M 19 v - 2.0
GEORGIAcsmovsencnet 25 - 1.2 0 - . ~  t7. COLORADOD4xessanass’ 41 LI % 41 v -i2.6
NORTH CAROLINAeass? 46 1-3.2 43 ! = 4,3 'Y IDAHDececvesacnovel - ' - 63 * - 3.8
SOUTH CAROLINA«aes? 13 - 3.5 1t 10 ' ~10.3 "' MONTAMAeececaanoses! 25 - 2.3 v 28 v - 5,3
N . M ' 10 NEVADAwacaassasens? 28 v~ 2.4 0 28 vo- 3.7
EAST NORTH CENTRAL: * ' ' J T ONEW MEXICCaesamscce? 30 LA - ] 30 Y~ 4.0
ILLINDISesoneenans? - v - 32 ! = 4.8 ' UTAHueeswoesasmosnne! 35 * - 0.4 0 38 v - 3.7
INDIANAs et onenasan? 22 v~ 448t 22 * = 3.6 1Y HYOMINGeseorsovaas' - ' - - ' -
MICHIGAN e voosscas? 59 - 4.5 0 60 Y -S04 v i ' ' '
OHIO eeoensssnanne’ 19 - 4ub 17 ' = 4.2 TPACIFIC: ' " ' [
WISCONSINesoeesaas’ 45 to- 2.9 0 46 ® = 3.8 "' CALIFORNIAcewenesa? 16 - 2.9 1t 15 v =240
- - e =10 | GREGONwe envsoosess? - . - - ' -
ALASKAesieomseanncal - ' - - v = 1" WASHINGTONasweoose? 8 T - 5.7 25 vo-3,3
T R 1] 1

HAWAIIcenaencacans! 3 v -1i.1 * 3 N 6.4 V3

NOTE: 1-RURAL MILEAGE OF EACH MAJCR TOLL RQUTE IS CONSIDERED AS ONE CR MORE STATIONS, DEPENDING ON STATES® METHGD OF REPCRTING.

2=WHERE THE NUMBER OF STATIONS IS SHOWN AS A DASH AND A VALUE FOR PERGCENTAGE CHANGE IS INDICATEDy THE LATTER VALUE Is
BASED ON A STATEWIDE ESTIMATE PROVIDED BY THE HIGHWAY AGENGY DETERMINED FROM EXTENSIVE TRAFFTC SAMPLING SURVEYS.

3-WHERE THE NUMBER OF STATIGONS ANO THE PERCENTAGE CHANGE ARE SHOWN AS OASHES, SUFFICIENT INFORMATION WAS NOT AVAILABLE
TO DETERMINE AN ESTIMATE.
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U.8. DEPAR TRANSPORTATION
FEDERAL  ADMINISTRATION
Washington, D.C. 20590

Otficial Business

PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE, $300
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