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TRAFFIC VOLUME 
TREN;DS U. S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 

C3CTOaER 1979 1/ 

TRAVEL ON ALL ROADS AND STREETS D Q W N - ~ . ~ ~  
COMPARED TO SAME MONTH ONE YEAR AGO 

r 

TRAVEL ON MAIN RURAL ROADS ONLY DOWN-3.4% 
COMPARED TO SAME MONTH ONE YEAR AGO 

7.00 22 * 54 16-60 

+VEHICLE MILES OF TRAVEL THIS MONTH = 46*14 BILLION TOTAL* 

b 

li A L L  DATA FOR THIS MONTH ARE PRELIMINARY, REVISED VALUES FOR PREVIOUS MONTH 
ARE SHOWN I N  TABLES 1 and 2. 

NOTE: A L L  VEHICLE MILES OF TRAVEL HAVE BEEN COMPUTED ~ 1 ~ ~ 1 9 7 6  VM-2 DATA 
AS A BASE. 

FOR OFNCIAL DISTRIBUTION 



TRAFFIC VOLUME TRENDS - OCTOBER 1979 

Based on prel iminary r e p o r t s  from t h e  s t a t e  
I 

agencies ,  t r a v e l  during October 1979 on a l l  roads and na t ion  decreased 
by -2.9 percent  a s  compared t o  October 1978, r e s u l t i n g  i n  est imated 
t r a v e l  f o r  t h e  month a t  129,619 mi l l i on  veh ic l e  diles. This  t o t a l  
inc ludes  46,392 mi l l i on  veh ic l e  m i l e s  on main r u q a l  roads,  13,017 
mi l l i on  veh ic l e  miles  on o t h e r  r u r a l  roads,  and 10,210 mi l l i on  vehic  
m i l e s  on c i t y  s t r e e t s .  

Travel  f o r  t h e  cu r ren t  month as we l l  as t h e  cumu 
ative y e a r l y  t o t a l  

on main r u r a l  roads and f o r  a l l  roads and i s  shown below. 
S imi lar  t o t a l s  f o r  each year  s ince  1970 

I 

I 

TRAVEL. I N  MILLIONS 

Main Rural  Roads 
October Year t o  Date 

A l l  Roads and S t r e e t s  
October Year t o  Date 

Tra5f i c  Volume Trends i s  a monthly r e p o r t  prepared by t h e  Planning 
Services Branch, Highway S t a t i s t i c s  Division,  based on hourly t r a f f i c  
count da ta .  These da ta ,  co l l ec t ed  a t  approximately 4,000 continuous 
t r a f f i c  counting loca t ions  nationwide, are used t o  determine t h e  percent  
change i n  t r a f f i c  f o r  t h e  cu r ren t  month compared t o  t h e  same month i n  
t h e  previous year .  This  percent  change i s  appl ied  t o  t h e  t r a v e l  f o r  t h e  
same period i n  t h e  previous year  t o  ob ta in  t r a v e l  f o r  t h e  c u r r e n t  period.  

For e x t r a  copies ,  o r  t o  be pu t  on t h e  monthly mail ing l ist ,  contac t :  

Federal  Highway Administrat ion 
Of f i ce  of Pub l i c  Af fa i r e s ,  Room 4208 
400 7 th  S t r e e t ,  SW. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
Phone (202) 426-0677. 







TABLE 1.-SUlrMARY BY ROAD CLASS AND BY GEOGRAPHIC AREA 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------_----_- 
I PRELIMINARY DATA FOR OCTOBER I REVISED DATA FOR SEPTEMBER 
I--------------------------------------I------,,--------,--------*---,--,------,,-,- 

I VEHLCLE-Mf LES 1 8 VEHICLE-MILES I 

I (MILLIONS 1 * PERCENTAGE @ 4 MILLIONS) @ PERCENTAGE 
I---------------------------,- 1 CHANGE I--- ------ ----------------------- I CHANGE * 1 9 7 9  I I I 1 9 7 8  1 9 7 9  1 1 9 7 8  1 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------_----------_-----_ 

CLASS OF ROAD, ALL STATES: I I I I I 1 

MAfNRURALROAOS..~..........*.' 4 6 r 3 9 2  * 4 8 9 0 4 1  @ -3.4 ' 45,333 @ 47,370 @ -4.3 
LOCAL RURAL ROAOS*-.*....o....* ' 13,017 * 13,404 @ -2.9 @ 12,881 @ 13,222 ' -2.6 
ALLRVRALROADS..-.-.o.**......' 59,409 * 6 1 ~ 4 4 5  @ -3.3 @ 58,214 @ 6 0 ~ 5 9 2  -3.9 
C I T Y S T R E E T S ~ ~ . . . . . . ~ ~ . ~ . * ~ . I I I '  701210 * 72,004 @ -2.5 ' 6 7 r 6 6 1  ' 6Fq325 ' -2.4 
ALLRDADSANDSTREETS.....*....' 1291619 133,449 * -2.9 ' 125 '875 ' 129.917 8 -3.1 

I I I I * I 

4 8  STAlES (MAIN RURAL ONLY): I I 1 I I I 

EASTtRN REGION**..*..*.+*.**- ' 16.596 @ 17.251 -3.8 @ 15,765 @ 16.839 @ -5.4 
CENTRALREElON.~...t......*.**-' 22,550 @ 232320 @ -3.3 @ 2 2 ~ 0 2 9  @ 2 2 - 7 8 7  @ -3.3 
WESTERN REGION- o.0 .*..**. ' 6.996 I 7,194 @ -2.8 7,257 @ 7.473 @ -2.9 

1 * I 1 I I 

TOTAL-*.*..cw.......-.' 46,142 @ 47,765 @ -3.4 @ 451051 @ 47,099 -4.3 
- - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - I - - - - * - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - * - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - I - - - - - - - - X - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

TABLE 2,-CHANGES ON MAIN RURAL RCIAOS BY STATES 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------_---------------------------- 
I DC Tn 0ER I SEPTEMBER I I I OCTOBER I 

l il 
SEPTEMBER 

@ (PRELININARYf * IREVISED) 
I'J 5s I ON AN ST AT E i--------------------------------------- 1 t 

@ IPRELIRINARY) 1 LREVISED) 
DIVISfCIN AND STATE I-------------.------------------------------ 

@ NUMBER ' PER- ' NUMBER @ PER- ' *  @ NUHBFR ' PER- ' NUMBER @ PER- 
@ OF @ CENTAGE @ OF @ CENTAGE @ *  @ OF ' CENTAGE * OF CENTAGE 
@ STATIONS * CHANGE @ STATIONS * CHANCE I@ @ STATIONS ' CHANGE * STATIONS * CHANGE 

- - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - I - - - - - - - - - - - - - * * - - - - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ * ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~ , , ~ ~ ~  

NEW ENGLAND: I n I I " EAST SOUTH CENTRAL: 1 I I I 

CONNECTICUT,*..-**' - @ - x 8 @ - 5.5 * '  ALABAMA.--.o.w-...' 5 2  ' - 2.2 47 - 3.6 
MAINE*.....-...-*.' 2 0  ' - 5 - 8  ' 2 1  @ - 7 . 8  'I KENTUCKY..,.......' 36 ' - 2 . 4  ' 3 7  ' -3.2 
MASSACHUSETTS* I * I .  @ - * - I - I 

6 @ - 9.7 I* M I S S I S S T P P K ~ . . - ~ I . ~ ~  @ - 2.3 ' 43 * - 4.9 
NEWHAMPSHIRE-.,--I - @ 5 8  @ - 6.1 " TENNESSEE*.--...*.' 2 9  @ - 5.3 ' 23 ' - 4.0 
RHODE ZSLANOI.~..*@ - - 1  - 1 - * I  I I E t 

V E R H O N T ~ . ~ . o - ~ ~ . . ~ '  3 7  - 3.9 ' 3 9  @ - 5.4 "WEST NORTH CENTRAL: 
I I I t *I IOWA..rr-.orrr....' 

MIDDLE ATLANTIC: @ 1 I I * I 
I' K A N S & S * I ~ w * ~ . ~ ~ * * I (  

NEW JERSEVo.r**...' - * - " RINNESUTA....I.*.*' 
NEM VORKIIII.II*..* - ' - 2 8  @ - B a s  'I MISSOURI*..*I.*.-*' 
PENNSYLVANSAIII...' 52 ' - 5.5 ' 5 2  ' - 5.9 I' NERFASKAI....L,..~@ 

I I i I * ' NORTH DAKOTA * . *. ' 
SOUTH ATLANTIC I I # I " SOUTH DAKOTA-I.***' 

(NORTH): I I ' 1 I I 1 

DELAWARE-r---.-***' 14 * - 5.4 * 2 2  ' - 5.8 "WEST SOUTH CENTRAL: ' 
MARY LA NO*^-**.-**,' - - @ 3 2  - 1.8 'I ARKAFISAS.*.*..*o..' 
VIRGINI&*II.....**' - * - 3.1 ' - * - 2 . 5  " LOUISIRNA.........' 
YEST VIRGINIA.***.' - @ - *  - * - *I UULAHUMA~~~~..~.r.' 

I I I I 'I TEXAS*.a****..*o*.' 
SOUTH ATLANT IC * I I I I I * 

(SOUTH1 : I e I I * MOUNTAIN : 1 

FLORIDA**..----.**' 3 8  @ - 2.0 ' 1 7  @ - 8.9 " b P I Z O N A ~ ~ ~ . ~ . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ *  
GE0RGTA.s-.r.r*r+rre 25 ' - 1.2 @ - * - " COLORAlXJ*.*o,*....' 
NORTH CAROLINA.**** 4 6  - 3.2 ' 4 3  @ - 4.3 'I IDAHO..r**-*o-.-..@ 
SOUTH LAROL~NAI...' 13 @ - 3.5 ' 1 0  ' -10-3  " FFONTAMA~,.~.~..~*w' 

1 I t I " NEVADAI....*.-...~' 
EAST NORTH CENTRAL: ' I I I " NEW MEXICO...-.**ol 

ILLINOIS...*--..*.' - ' - @ 32 - 4.8 ' 1  UTAH..rw*.......w.' 
INOIANA~.....*.**-' 22  ' - 4.8 ' 2 2  * - 3.6 " WYOMTNG+r..rr.r.rr@ 
MICHIGAN.. .... o-..' 59 ' - 4 . 5  ' 6 0  ' - 5 . 4  " t 

OHIO..**.***.***--' 1 9  @ - 4.4 ' 1 7  @ - 4.2 "PACIFIC: I 

W~SCONSINIII....*.' 4 5  ' - 2.9 @ 46 ' - 3.8 *I CALIFORNIA....-...@ 
-------------------------------------------------------## 

I -  I 
CREGON.**.*,-..o*oe 

ALASKA-*.*.*-*..**' - " WASHINGTON.., .*.om' 
HAHAI I .~* . I - I~ I -~~ '  3 ' -11.1 ' 3 @ 6 . 4  1' I -----_------------------------------------------- ----- - -------------------------------- 

NOTE: 1-RURAL MILEAGE Of EACH MAJCR TDLL ROUTE I S  CONSIDERED AS ONE CR MORE STATffINS~ DEPENDING ON STATES' PE7HCD OF REPGRTING. 

2-WHkRE THE NUMBER OF STATIONS I S  SHOWN AS A DASH AND A VALUE FOR PERCENTAGE CHANGE 1 5  INDICATED, THE LATTER VALUE I S  
BASED ON A STATEUIDE ESTIMATE PROVIDED BY THF HIGHWAY AGENGY OETERMIN5D FROM EXTENSIVE TRAFFTC S4MPLING SURVEYS. 

3-WHERE THE NUMBER OF STATIONS AN0 THE PERCENTAGE CHANGE ARE SHOWN AS DASHFS, SUFFICIENT INFORYATION MAS NOT AVAIL4Bl.E 
TO OETERMINE AN ESTIMATE. 
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