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Traff ic  Volume Trendsb- October 1981 

Based on prklirninary reports  f rom the  S t a t e  highway agencies, t ravel  during 
C;rcto"or 1981 on all roads and s t rke t s  in the  nation increased by 1.3 percent  a s  
compared t o  October  1980, resulting in es t imated t ravel  for t he  month a t  132,660 
million vehicle miles. This t o t a l  includes 45,878 million vehicle miles on main rural  
roads, 12,546 million vehicle miles on other  rural  roads, and 74,236 million vehicle 
miles on ci ty  s t reets .  

Travel for the  current  month a s  well a s  t he  cumulative yearly t o t a l  on main rural 
roads and for all  roads and s t r e e t s  is shown below. Similar totals  for each year  
since 1970 a r e  also included, 

Travel in Millions 

Main Rural Roads All Roads and S t ree t s  
October  Year To Date  October Year To Da t e  

Traff ic  Volume Trends is a monthly report  prepared by t he  Planning Services 
Branch, Highway Stat is t ics  Division, based on hourly t ra f f ic  count  data. These 
data,  collected a t  approximately 4,000 continuous t ra f f ic  counting locations 

I nationwide, a r e  used to  determine the  percent  change in t ra f f ic  fo r  the  current  
month compared t o  t he  s ame  month in the  previous year. This percent  change is 

I 

I applied t o  t he  t ravel  for t he  same period in t he  previous year t o  obtain t rave l  for  
I t h e  cur ren t  period. 

For  ex t r a  copies, or  td be  put  on the  rfionthly mailing list, contact:  

Federal  Highway Administration 
Highway Stat is t ics  Division, Rm 3300 
400 7 th  St., SW 
Washin ton, D.C. 20590 
Phone i]202) 426-0160 
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400 Seventh St., S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
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Postage and Fees Paid 
Federal H~ghway 
Administrat~on 
DOT 512 


