FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY
Y PUBLIC ROADS ADMINISTRATION
- At WASHINGTON b

IN YOUR REPLY PLEASE ~:~‘ff~w T

REFER TO FILE NO: ke

‘Informatlonal Memcrandum Noe 1? ‘:":31  :f,

‘Date September 28; 1942 B o

Subject.’ Trafflc volume trends

N “
’

Prellmlnary summarLGS(thrafflc data for August 1942 from 460 recorders located
~in 39 Statest 1nd1cate a decrease of 35,7 percent when compared with traffic for August

1941.
llmltatlcn,
accurate,
‘f““\ Three 1tems stand cout very clearly in the comparlson,

7uae rationed, areas 'are nearly double those

in the. unrationed areas,

Some of the August 1942 data are for but a part of the month, but eveﬁ.Wlth'thlS
-eémputation of the average dally traffic for the month is, stlll closely
and the rev1sed summarles will be based on complete data for the. month

{1) Trafflc decreases in

creases on otate hlghways are more than double those on local roads;

1941,
nreusn than Julyn

‘ | PRELIMINARY SUMMARY OF AUTOMATIC TRAFFIC RECORDER DATA

{2) tfafflc de~

(8- compared with

traffip “is progre531vely declinlng month by month Augdust show1ng a larger de~

- (FOR AUGUST 1942, INCLUDING 460 STATIONS IN 39 STATES
AR SIS T Total. Tpercent. « Tota1 | prercent
T*pe of ) Number daily decreas,e1 T{pe of Number dalTy = ’Hecrease1
. highway © Cof. | tréffic | . from highway Cof | ctraffic | from
o and : stations August August and { stations | . August August
State : ‘ . State . ~ (NI
‘ ‘ 1947 1941 o802 | toui
STATE WiGHWAYS [~ f : S STATE HIGHWAYS o P
‘ };AI’% zona - i ot 115:,"0.1.@* KB 12.5 S New MEXiCO : g3 et 535*‘ o 29,9
L/erkansas 17 17,576 . 37,1 MNew York © c9 | d0re61* - 42.3
 Lolorado - . - 3 13,380* | 3.6 | ‘North carolina: 193 27,8907 | 4.1
- Comnecticut REY 64, 384* | 52,6 "North Dakota r g i iloue " 37.8
Delaware b T2 azas2 | d7.0 " ohio ‘ 16 1 u6;155* 28.8
~Florida T g5 U6, 67a% ] 43,7 oklahoma - 20 |"'39,350 27,6
Georgia , 6 8,520* 46,7 oregon 3 5,723* 30,8
1tinois 111, 350* 28.8 pennsylvania’ 29 64,300* | 38.2
ndiang D420 | a%, 005 .. 30,8 Rhode island’ . . 3. © 5,848 .1 . 43,9
L pwa L | Fr26 38,294 | .. 29.6 .| South Carolina- Ty 3,616 . UB.8:.,
kansas i oni|ovie ok 13,u70% | 26,3 | South Dakota 98 8,845 .| ..2u.1.
Louisiana coix | woovg oo | 8,356 | . 29,5 .| Tennessee. 2 4,873% ' .si.2 ]
S Malne s [ER N AT 1 "3,123% |-0 56,8 v |...Texas . .; . 38 . : 89,67&} ww.f;23;n,;
“ maryland , 16 13,578* 45,7 Utah 5 9,827 25.7
Massachusetts - 9 33,669 53.9 Vermont 3 - 2,161 60,5
~Michigan ‘ 19 61,797* 29.2 Virginia 3 5,167 07
" Mississippi 9 1%,377* 3u,7 Washington 11 34,778 13.3
,gﬂﬂqntana ' Tl 10, 274* 26.9 West Virginia 11 19, 162* 36.6
' ebraska 11 13,795 25.7 Wisconsin 9 32,911* 25,4
~ New Hampshire 2 1,169* 73.0 39 STATES 429 901,048 35:9




n _ PREL I MiNARY SUMMARY' OF AUTOMAT!C TRAFFIC RECORDER DATA FOR
SR . . AUGUST 1942, INCLUDING 460 STATIONS IN. 39 STATES - Contznued

s Total 1 ‘PeréEhfxv
Type of hsghway . BEEE KRR “daity- o | decrease!
and State ¢ ool © | ootraffic | from

.  ?#?th“$ 4 ugust 194z - | August 1ot

Numb@r

LOCAL HIGHWAYS ‘
Connecticut L o 2 |- suor 32,4
befaware < S I I o280 | 186
GEC?’Q ‘ a R C L b o B A Ca,027% oy .
:1owa e SN St U T N DEPREDE U6'0 £ RE) SRR S
. ‘MaryTand AT S ' o : 363% | . 22,3
A Wassachusétts 318"; i R
g “Michigah Cws2r | 21
SRR ‘Montana o N , ; ' ugg* Came S ,
L esraska Tl e b aes s b -~y
‘North Dakota ' S SR LR S S B Csse | tare o R
hio » - . : ER L, 679% kf<i"12;5f';.
oregon RS T L S oaurr ) 2g.B
. . Rhode tstand o auz Cage
‘Tennessee 770% 1.7
Wisconsin- - o - e | :iﬁ.i“
18 STATES . 0 . oooooc ol osn b 9,200 :
~ALL HIGHWAYS B R R

=

S

N

N N

39 states oo | weo | oro.ms | 1387

" BY LOCATION OF STAT!ONS T » R
Rationed area* e e e e 2253”917;=“.;;p‘zﬁgg;7<‘(' 
E Uﬁfat‘ﬂﬂﬁd area : 320 .| 26,331 | 2714

L Sub;ect ta revisien s

t.  Plus sign before percentage 1nd1catés xncrease . :
2. Net ineluding one statxon at whxch detour zn 1941 affected the volume of twaf{1e.-@
3. Not. including one station at which traff;c was greatly augmented by: m:l;tary actwi"i

4, Including. 'eastexn New York, Pennsylvania, West erg;nlay and Flor:da, and ali other AEs
lantlc seaboard States i1sted above. L | . }

H

S A revxsad summary<xftrafflc data for July 1942 shows a progre351ve1y larger de% 5
‘erease in the ratio of 19042 to 1941 traffic ‘with each sucgeeding month reg;gn by Fe=
gionm;, thrcughout the country. Comparison with the similar summary- for- June 1@42 shows =
‘that the decline has ‘continued in .every. reglon regardless of whether or not gasoline f
. is,rati@ned.'althaugh the larger trafflc decreases are found in the rationed’ area.

3
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,‘iECGRBfR DATA" FOR JULY 1942
STATLONS IN- B STATES -~

i
P

INCLE iné

; o “percent
- JGeographic. .on g Number ) gecrease

PR e SEaT PéFCéﬂt”‘“

Ggographic | NumE “decrease ,
o division 1 of Cobergn gury| 0 division o} of o fromJuly .. ..
f ‘and S@ate - stat?ons Lo IR and state 1 stations 19&1 PR

Vew England B R R B 43.9 East Soutlz C‘antml 25 18 4'

' Connecticut 20 14 : Kaﬂtucky _ 14 8.8

‘ Massachuéetts ; 10 1 ‘45q7 ,"Ta‘nessee 1 3 |- 299

© New Hampshire . 7 619 West South Central | =~ 8o - 252

- Rhode sland . 0. o u9L0 o et : ' g
vermont ~ 3 50,0 | -

Arkansas | 16 27.2.

e ~ | ) , Louisiana T 338
’ O New Yorkk : IR I 37.8 | - Texas o | 37 | 22.2

Pennsylvania . . .30 3l | Woungain - [Vo4a 226

Delaware ' 5 J:'39 8 Coforado [N RO N 3.3
U Florida s b g5 T s008T ”;‘ld‘ho o s 26,3 © ..
, . .Georgia. i | 9 3715 | ;_Mo@tana SRR R I 27.5
f”$“ o Dyaryland o T | 40,2 | New Mexsca i : 10 26,5
: \ “Worth Carc11na 19 36,7 | Ut%h , ' 5 -] 323
South caroMNna. | 6 | 367 | Wy?ming o2 ] sss.
Cvirginia o f 20 L 83 | pagigic 1 25 - 19.5
West VIrginla - 9 3105 :

‘ ’ Caﬁifarnia o 10 23,5
 East North C‘entmbﬁ_. o 6g 272 Corlgen oo Loy b 3,0

Gldneis T R VS Washsngtonuf R T 19,2
i , Indiana 20 203 T R AR T O
o~~~ michigan 1 7 9 7| 2ew | TOFAL - mu STATES| <505 | 313
) ohio . -~ | 18 287 | el e o
msoanmn{va o "',1i,&j__ FRE- TS T FTIRN | A SR
'.kast Nbrth Cbntral i 1og.w\w»z';eg7 4 | RATIONED AREA.
Clowa 36 | 25.7
Kansas , 0 24,9
“Missouri 1 26 | 30.1
Nebraska etz o 288 L
v_i_North Dakota {40 | 28.2..
jSQuth Dakota j;__, 9 ,;J.Zzégg

SR E S dooo B2

UNRATIONED AREA | 364 | = 25.5

Addltional traffla 1nformatlon, usuazly s paré%éd‘ﬁy“%he“varlous ‘types of vehi-'
cles,: may “be obtalned ‘@t a number of points and’ greas threughoat the countrym;'Many of
these are toll facilities and, because of that féct are not strictly comparable with
trafflc on free highways or other facilities. ~Much of the data in the follow1ng tabu-

f&@t;on is from urban areas and more representatiye of urban traffic.
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TRAFFIC VOLUME DATA [N AUGUST 19#2',B¥ VEHICLE TYPES, COMPARED
WITH SIMILAR INFORMATION IN AUGUST 1981

R Ra&ianed area ) v »
August tewt | August 1042 . |percentage change from 1gu1
Total | PeSSeNgerleanereial 'Tota1~“ Pas§enger460mnercial\Tbta]' PASSENger loomnare jal
' carg: -f - Co o Cy@.rs 3 o - ;gat‘s
17 toll facilities R PRI IR IR | R L .
© Maine to Virginia | u,770,767|4,314,990| u55,777'| 2,939,084 2,486,038| 453,046 {-38.4 | -—u2.4 =0.6
11 stations in : . : E , b ' |- ETEES SRR,
Washington, D. C.1 ° 7,840,632} ~ ~=: | .- === [5,709,681] +— -—  |-er.3| - —
Sumner Tunnel, B IETER T EEEE TS : IR
Boston, Mass.? : 509,743| ' 476,650| 33,093 | 368,164| 334,655 33,509 |-27.8| —29.8 +1.3
..Cross County Pkwy. : 5 : S P | T N
Westchester Co., N. Y.| 557,246 s57,206] 0“0 | '198,0u5| 198,9u5) 0 |=6u.3| -61.3 -
penn. Turnpiked : 368,297 338,050| . 30,217, 144,956 111,222 33,734 |=60:6 | ~67.1 | +il.5
- 1 gnrationed area
pensacola Bay | oo ‘ o
Bridge, Fla. : 43,77 ug,011| 2,763 | . 31,3u3| 27,165 4,178 |-28.u| “33.8 +51,2 ¢
Mississippi River Br. o ’ A . o
Baton Rouge, La. | 171,038 ~— | ' -— | laau,727{ -— | - |-27.1}  — | =~ —
16 toll bridges in ) R L , ‘
kentucky ' 774,528  658,805| 112,719 | 547,765 u464,360f  83,405|29.0 | -29.5 | -26,0

1. Based on average day for August Decrease for weekdays amounted to 25 6 percent; ferSaturday, 28, &percenta“a%
and Sunday, 34.% percent. at same; locations. ‘ N

S

2. Three weeks in each year. Free vehicles not included because they were rot segregated by type.
3. Approxxmately Half of this highway is located in the unratloned area.

General note: Vehicles using the George %ashxngton Bridge and the Hudson and Lincoln Tunnels showed the follow-
. ing changes from August 1941, to August 1942 Tatai ~32 4 pereent, passenger cars -38,6 percent, trucks -13.0
_percent, and busses @12 0 percenty )

Two items may be clearly distinguishéd' “ {1y Traffic decreases in thé rationed
aréa greatly exceed those in the unrationed area; (2) decreases of commercial-vehicle
traffic are either small (except on the rural facilities in Kentucky) or commercial
~traffie shows actual increases. Although the trafflc decreases for the 11 routes
vWithin the Distriet of Columbia - are,relaﬁively small, . it . should he remembered that
population in this area has increased very greatly within the past year.

T

H. S. Fairbank, Chief,
Division of Information.
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Revised Summary of iutomatic Praffic Recorder Data for June 1942
Including 510 Stations in 43 States

- ' “Percent | ‘ Percent
Geographic Number |[decrease Geographic Jumber }decresse
division - of from June division of  |from June
and State | stations | 1941 end State stations | 19H1
WEW EJGLAND Lo 40.3 EAST SOUTH CENTRAL 26 13,0
Connecticut 20 40.0 Kentucky 14 3.1
Maine _ Y  35.3 Mississippi 8 I 27.1
~ Massachusetts ' 10 41.7  Tennessee L 16,4
New Hampshire 2 4g.8 WEST SOUTH CENTRAL g2 19.7
Rhode Island 4 35,9 - Arkensas 18 | 22.1
MIDDLE ATLANTIC L2 31.5 Louisisna 7 23.1
New York S 12 32.9 - Oklghoma 20 23.0
Pennsylvenia - 30 30,7 ~ Texas 37 16.9
o~ SOUTH ATLANTIC __8b 75.b MOUNTAIY R 17.5
.\ Deleware | 6 26,2 Arizons | 6 ] 0.4
Floride . 15 37.1 ~ Colorado 4 9.3
Georgia g 37.1 ~ Idaho 5 2k .6
Maryland 17 39.7 ~ Montana 13 22.0
North Carolina : 20 35.4 | New Hexico 10 16.8
South Carolina 8 36,5 Utah ? 6 18.6
‘ Virginia . 1 GLRY Yyoming 2 W.7
M WYest TVirginia - 10 o4,9  |PACIFIC 26 16.9
. EAST NORTH CENTRAL - b3 20,6 Californie ‘ 10 19.4
Illinois : F 25,7 . Qregon B 31.1
Indiane . 20 2kh,8  Yashington 11 10.5
Michigan g 14,5 ' ’ ‘ ' ‘
Ohio F 19 21.1
- Wisconsin 1l 15,2
WEST NORTH CENTRAL 9g 22.0 : ‘
: Iowa o 36 22.2 Total - 43 States 510 26.5
»™™.  Kensas g 18.5 |
: Missouri . 26 ok,1
' Nebraske _ 12 18.7
North Dakota 8 15.5
South Dakota 9 17,4

Both the foregoing tabulations are measures of traffic volume changes on
rural highways. Data from 15 toll facilities in States along the Atlantic seaboard
and within the rationed area show a decrease of 32,3 percent in total traffic for
the period June 29 to August 2, 1942, as compared with a similar period in 1941,

At these $0ll facilities passenger—car traffic decreased 36,1 percent, while
commercial vehicle traffic increased 1.6 percent., Traffic on these facilities

consists largely of urben vehicles, j

Date from 13 points of heavy traffic volume within the District of Columbia
‘ for July 1942.are 19,75 percent below that for July 1941, This traffic is almost
fam entirely urban and is also affected by the considerable population increases in

the mgtropdlitan district within the past year, :

H., 8. Fairbank, Chief,
Division of Information,









