'PUBLIC ROADS ADMINISTRATION

 FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY | R

* INFORMAT [ONAL MEMORANDUM -
DATE: SePTEMBER 19, 1945 |

SUBJECT: TRAFFIC VOLUME TRENDS

: Immediately after gasoline rationlng was removed on August 15,
_the States were requested through our Division Engineers to submit
'promptlx as the data became available, information concerning the
total traffic counted by automatic recorders for the week preceding

~ the removal of restrictions, the Week of removal,‘and the three
,weeks follow1ng.v, .

A large amount of information has been received from all
sections of the country. Comparlsons of traffic in the first two
post—ratloning weeks and on Labor ‘Day with' traffic at the same._
'!locatlons in. comparable preceding periods are given in the attached

tables. '

H. S. FAIRBANK, DEPUTY COMMISSIONER,

PusLiC ROADS ADMINISTRATION

'Atpéchment

-

P-3083
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’I‘NFORMATIONA’L MEMORANDUM

"

' PUBLIC ROADS ADMINISTRATION o ERg
FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY ~

DATE:. SEPTEMBER 28 1945 : S

- SUBJECT: TRAFF]C VoLume TRENDS

!

The news of the Japahesé'surrender and the ending of gasoline

krationing spurred traffic during August in all sections of the

country. ~Although rationing was. not removed until the middle of .
the month, large traffic increases were found on all main highways
on whic¢h recorders were operated except one lightlyAtraveledv
section in Loulsiana, ‘Substantial increases likewise were found:

at all local road locatlons except two, one in Missouri and one in-

Rhode Island, where small decreases were found. In the eastern
States traffic increased 24.2 percent over the 1944 estimates' in.
the central States the increase was 23.9 percent; in the mountain
and western . States it was 36.0 percent.  Traffic in the entire
country increased' 28.0 percent, but still was 30.0 percent below

the figures recorded for August. 1941, the month(xfhlghest recorded

traffic.

Labor Day trafflc at 180 statlons throughout the country
was 58 7 percent greater than on Labor Day in 1944, but 27 3.
percent less than on Labor Day 1941. ‘ ‘ ‘

Comparisons of city traffic in August 1945 with correspondingv,

) trafflc ‘in -August 1944 are as follows:

8 stations in ‘Chicago, ' Illinols +15.4
8 stations in Detroit, Michigan + 8.5 .
1 station in Santa Pe, New Mexico +25.2
6 stations in St. Louis, Missouri + 4.9
‘18 stations in Washington, D. C. +18.8

H. S. FAIRBANK, DEPUTY COMMISSIONER
" PusLIC ROADS ADMINISTRATION

Attachments

P-3126
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TABLE 1.--PRELININARY SUKKARY OF AUTOXATIC TRAFFIC RECORDER DATA FOR

AUGUST 1945 INCLUDING 578 STATIONS IN 45 STATES?

. Texas

+15.9

2 WESTERN REGIONS

P-3116
S R Number Percentagek "\‘\‘ . “Number Percentage |
Type of highway of change from ‘Type of highway of | change from
and Btate stations | August 1944 and State stations | August 1044
STATE HIGHWAYS t . STATE HIGHWAYS
* Alabama 8- +21.0 (Continued) : o
Arizona 5 +31.1 - | Utah 10 +14.2
Arkansas . 18’ +38.0 Vermont 7 40,1
California 4 S 441.2 Virginia 3 +27.9
. Colorado 5 +44.0 Washington 10 +33.7
 Connecticut 17 +37.0 West Virginia 11 - +20.7
" Delaware 6 +16.1 Wisconsin 9 L +30:7
Florida 14 +14.3 Wyoming 3 +20.0
- Georgia~ 7 +19.3 4 : s 7 ~—
~ Idaho 7 +20:5 | POTAL - 45 STATES 547 +28.7
Illinois -4 +25.9 S ee—— . :
Iowa 26 +24.5 LOCAL HIGHWAYS
- Kansas 13 +15.4 . Alabama ‘ 2 + 9.8
| Kentucky 12 +26.5 Connecticut . -3 +19.6 -
" ‘Louisiana 1 -37.0 . Delaware 2 +25.3
| Maine 10 +34,9 Georgia 4 +15.6
Maryland « To17 +18:.6 ‘Iowa '8 +11.7
. Massachusetts . 9 +27.7 Maryland 1 +13.7
- Michigan 26 +27.5 -Michigan -2 1266
_Mississippi . 10 +22.4 Missouri 1 - 1.1
Missouri . 18 +28.2 _Montana : 2 + 8.3
| Montana - 12 - +14.5 North Dakota 1 + 3.3
. Nebraska 11 +28.0 | Ohio 1 +14.6
. Nevada~ 16 . +45.9 |  Oregon 1 + 1.7
[ New Hampshire 14 +38.6 Rhode  Island 1 - 2.6
| New Mexico - 12 - +28.0 . Tennessee 1 - 193.6
New York B 4 +33.0 Wisconsin 1 +.6.1
‘North Carolina = |’ 14 +29.3 - : :
. North Dakota 9 +27.8 TOTAL - 15 STATES 81 +19.5 -
| ohio 20 +24.7 — — )
|- Oklahoma - 20 +21.8 - ALL HIGEWAYS
| Oregon - 4 +62.6 45 STATES. : 578 +26.0
~i{ Pennsylvania 29 +23.8 _— :
| ‘Rhode Island ) 3 $16.9 " 3 EASTERN REGIONS 179 t2u.2
‘ Sou£h“Cafo1ina3 ' -3 +12.7- S _ ‘ o
‘South Dakota 9 +26.3 4 CENTRAL REGIOKS 308 t25.9
. Tennessee i 5 +32.5- i ' ' Lo
72 81 +36.0

lihé!qdea all States excc}tklnﬂilﬂ@. Minnesota, and New Jersey.
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- TABLE 2. --RE'VISE’D SUMNARY OF AUTONATIC T}?AFFIC' I?E’CORDE’R DATA FOR .
: JULY 1945 INCLUDING 622 STATIOJVS IN 45 STATES‘

.

105

: S P-3126
o , Number ~ | Percentage , Number 'Percentage
" Region and State - of change from Region and State of - change from
. e stations July 1944 |- stations July 1944
NER ENGLAND , EAST SOUTH CENTRAL
" Connecticut 20 - +14.1 Atabama 9 +i2.2
© Maine . 10 +15.5 Kentucky 11 + 9.
" ‘Massachusetts 9 +15.9 Missisgippi 10 +12.8
New Hampshire 14 +17.8 Tennessee 8 +14.5
* Rhode Island 4 +10.5 Subtotal 38 +11.8
Vermont 7 +21. . ) S )
Subtota'l; - : 8y +15.4 "WEST SOUTH CENTRAL .
1  Arkensas® 17 +25.0
: ‘HIDDLE’ ATLANTIC . Oklahoma : - 20 + 9.7
: N%w York .3 +12.3 Texas - 72 +76.0
Pennsylvania 29 +12.4 Subtotal 109 t 8.1
Sudbtotal 32 +12.3 ‘
SR e T ¥OUNTAIN
- SOUTH ATLANTIC : Arizona 5 « +21.1
" Delaware » 8 + 4.9 Colorado 6 +30,7
“Maryland 18 + 6.1 Idaho 8’ +12.0
Virginia 4 ¥16. 1 Montana 14 +10.
West Virginia | 105~ - +13.5 - Nevada 16 +16.9
Subtota}l north o e “New Mexico 12 +18.5
Cportion L 4o + 8.0 Utah . 10 - 0.8
S d  Wyoming 4 +10.0
Florida 16 +13.4 Subtotal 75 t14.7
‘Georgia 11 9.4 =2 ' L
North Carolina 20 ot11.9 PACIFIC
‘South Carolina 4 -+ 5.8 California 6 +23.8
- Subtotal south - c Oregon 4 +18.3
portion 51 +11.3 Washington 10 +12.1
TR . a Subtotal 20 +18.9
Subtotal regign .91 + 8.8
- 622 +11.5
E‘AST NORTH CE'JVTRAL . ) TOHL ALL srargs’
Illxnogs 5 o+ 9.0 - - -
. Indiana 22 +11.1 , o ’ , )
Michigan 28 +. 8.8 . STATE HIGHWAYS? 588 +12.6
- Ohio 22 ot 6.4 : : _ ’
Wisconsin 11 +16.1 S ‘ N
Subtctal 88 + 9.7 LOCAL KIGHWAYS 34 + 8.7
WEST NORTE CENTRAJ: ; ‘ T
- Iawa . .83 - ¥ 8.0 3 EASTERN REGIONS 187 +11.8
Kansas = 13 | + 6.2 : ’ ‘ / e
Missouri 26 +13.8 HABRN ~
Nebraska e 3 +17.0 4 CENTRAL REGIONS 340 + 8.9
“North Dekota 127 - 4,2 :
. "South Dakota 10 +17.9 !
. Subtotal ti11.0 - 2 WESTERY REGIONS +16.1

;lConbinod Stctn and’ loenl highways,

', 21nc1udes all ‘States sxco#t Louinlunn. Minnesota, and th Jsr:ey

; 3Abnnrnnl canditiona in 1944 or. 1945 affected countl 1n th

atution zl. the incr‘llt i: 12,1 percent, .

following States:

Afkansas, excluding
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- PABLE 3.~-NUXBER OF VEHICLES, CLASSIFIED BY TYPES, USING TOLL FACILITIES.
IN AUGUST 1945 COMPARED WITH THOSE IN AUGUST 1944 AND 1941 .
’ "P-3116
' Percentage change . Percentage change
. 1946 from 1044 from 1041
Facilities L : o :
- . Trucks || . . . Trucks Trucks
Total | Fassenger and Total | Fassenger and | Total | Fassenger and
. cars dusses | - . ears ‘busses cars busses
o " , THREE EASTERN REGIONS
in ‘the New Englacd States. 58,420 54,810 3,610 | +a8.9 +52.4 +40.3 | -56.0 -57.2 | <2613
'8 in the Middle Atlentic States|3,027,286.|2,675,674 | 351,612 | +17.9 +20.6. ;| 4+ 0.5 | -22.2 -24.2 e 20
(5 in the Sou th Atlﬂntxc States 404,586 | 334,192 190,394 | +17.4 +24.5 - 7.7 {-30.0 [ -33.2 < 9.7
: OML - 16 facitities! ) 3,490, 292 3,064,676 425,616 | +18.2 REIN - 0.9 | -24.1 -26.3 |- -'3.7
OTAL = 22 facilities -~ | 4,388,894 | 3,856,135 532,759 | +17. 5 +21.5 - 2.9 - ) i
o . FOUR CENTRAL REGIONS
% on the G‘reat Lakes Carxadisn oo . : ) :
Border? ‘ 722,267 675,112 47,155 | +53.0 156.5 +15.6 /| +11.4 + 8.4 184.9
2 ini the .Great Lakes Regmn o} 166,835 145,551 | 21,284 | 462.2 | - 477.3 . + 2.5 | -36.7 -39.8 2.2
Subtotel = 6 facilities . 889,102 820,663 68.438
|9 on the Ohio River® -~ = _ ‘590,114 490,178 | 99,936 | +29.8 - +33.4 | +14,6 | -22.2 ~25.5 - 0.8 |
: 2 .in Kentucky » 20,051 14, 408 5,643 | +24.6 +3t.4" C410.0 | +27.1 +20.4 +48.3"
| Subtotel - 11 fecilities 610,185 | 504,586 | 105,579 . \
o \.on the Mississippi and . . : . . - . S
o 8t. Croix Rivers St. Louis ‘ ‘ L . .
and North © | 1,069,316 871,991 - 197,325 | +16.3 | - +22.4 - 4.7 | -4l.6 ~43.3 -32.9
"3 on the Mississippi Rlver 1 . ‘ . : ‘ ; Y
7 south of St. Louis . 91,269 69,275 | . 21,994 .| +14.4 $21.5 - 3.3 | $3.4 + 5.3 - 2.2
Subtotel = 12 Facilities . |1,160,585 | ogur,266 | 219,318 | '
3 on the Missouri River 132,730 | 107,549 | 25,190 | +20.6 “t22.8 | k1208 | - 6.9 - 8.1 - 1.6
1 in.the Missouri River #Area 3,169 | 2,768 : 401 | +83.1. +101.2 +13.0 | ~-23.4 -25.0 -.0.9
Subtotel - 4 facilities 135,908 | 110,317 25,591
: : i ) FLT g ) ’ . : - )
3 on the Mexican Border = 56,441 49,893 6,548. | + 7.6 | +18.0 ~35.7
TOTAL - 33 facilities! 2,795,760 | 2,376,832 | 418,028 | +20.6 +35.8 [ + 3.1 | -25.5 -27.0 -15.3
POTAL - 40 facilities - {3,054,274 | 2,600,345 - 453,929 | +28.6 +34.5- ¥ 1.6
‘ THO WESTERN REGIONS '
171 in Californis L 1,852,721 | 1,672,739 179',9@2 43101 +34.3 +7.4 |+ 4.9 + 2.5 | +35.0
1.4 in the Oregon-Washington , g g . o e
Ares ; - 326,642 | 285,449 41,193 | +46.7 . +52.6 | +15.6 | +20.1 +18.2 +35.0
| romAL ~s5 facilities - - |2,179,363.| 1,958,188 221,175 | 433.2 | +_3'6v.7 o886 + 4.5 +35.0.
UNITED STATES
| TOTAL - 54 facilities' 8,465,415 | 7,399,606 | 1,065,719 | +25.5 | - +29.7 + 2.6 | -18.5 -20.4 | = 3.1
S POTAL ~-67 facilities. 9,622,531 8,414,668 1,207,863 | +24.2 +28.5 "+ 0.8 - : D
SUPPLENENTAL DATA
3 facnlitles reporting only S . ~ -
total traffic S 171,226 | + 4.0
i l‘rhéu facilities have cﬁnvﬁltfvé d-t-‘t‘o‘; !945. !;44, l’hd 1941 and are xncludué in the lnlu: total below.
2One of these facilitiea is im. lntern New York and thetefore is related to linilu fneilltu: in the Central Statess
Five ef these faellltien are between Ohio and Ieat Virginia.
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