PUBLIC ROADS ADMINISTRATION
FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY

INFORMAT IONAL MEMORANDUM
DATE: SepTEMBER 30, 1947

SUBJECT:' TRAFFtc,yoLUME TRENDS

On the basls of preliminary figures, traffic on all rural roads
during August 1947 was higher than in any previous August. Volumes
on city streets in the United States, as a whole, and on all rural
roads in the eastern regions were lower than 'in 1941 but were higher
than in 'any other previous year. Comparisdnsudth‘August 1941, 1943,
and 1948 are as follows: ’ ' :

/ Percentage change from

. 1941 943 1946

: Main roads + 8.0 © +104.8 +12.4

Local roads + 8.5 + 74.5 .+ 9.1

“All rural roads + 7.8 + 95.9 +11.5

City streets - 4.4 + 59.5 + 8.4

: Average + 1.8 4+ 77.3 + 9.1
5§g The changes in rural traffic volumes by geographic reglons were

{ as follows:

Percentage'change from

‘ 1941 1943 1948
Eastern regions v - 8.4 +04.4 +14.9
Central regions +12.2 +93.8 +10.5
Western regions +¥30.9 +104.5 + 8.9
St H. S. FAIRBANK, DepPuTY COMMISSIONER
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1947 INCLUDING 599 STATIONS IN 42 STATES?

TABLE 1;—~PRELIHINAPY SUKKARY OF AUTOMATIC TRAFFIC RECORDER DATA FOR AUGUST

Traffic volume

Number

Traffic volume

Type of highway Number percent age Type of highway percentage
and State of change from and State of change from
stations Aug. 1946 stations hug. 1046
STATE HIGHWAYS STATE RIGHWAYS
. Alabama 7 +12.7 (Continued)
Arizona 15 + 5.6 Vermont 7 +11.8
Arkansas 16 +14.8 Washington 9 + 7.8
wﬁkﬁalifoxnii 8 + 6.2 West Virginia 11 +21.4
Colorado. 6 +11.2 Wisconsin 9 + 7.2
Connecticut 16 +17.1 Wyoming 5 +15.1
Delaware 4 +17.5 :
Idaho 8 +14.2 TOTAL ~ 42 STATES 569 +12.4
Illinois 4 +25.2 '
Indiana 21 + 6.0 LOCAL HIGHWAYS
. Towa 26 +14.3 ©  Alabama 1 + 4.9
Kansas 14 +18.5 Connecticut 3 +15.5
- Kentucky 8 + 8.8 bDetaware 2 +12.9
Louisiana 8 +.4.0 Indiana 1 + 1.4
Maine 10 +10.6 Iowa 7 --0.4
Maryland 17 + 9.8 Maryland 1 ~ 0.4
‘Massachusetts 9 +12:.6 Michigan 2 +15.9
. Michigan 26 +12.9 Missouri 2 +26.5
 Minnesota 27 +18.3 _Montans 2 +11.7
 Mississippi 10 +11.9 Nebraska 1 +33.6
Missouri 25 +10.7 .. North Dakota 2 +25.8
| wMon t ana 12 +14.5 Ohio 2 +13.1
Vebraska 11 +12.5 Oregon 1 + 3.0
Nevada 16 +12.4 Rhode Island 1 +46.5
New Hampshire 15 +13.8 Tennessee 1 + 0.3
New Jersey 4 +21.0 Wisconsin 1 + 7.7
‘New Mexico 14 +13.8 -
" North Catrelina 18 + 8.4 TOTAL - 16 STATES 30 + 9.1
‘North Dakota 11 +13.7
Ohio 21 +10.9 ALL HIGHWAYS
Oklahoma 20 + 9.0 42 STATES 599 +11.5
Oregon 3 124.1 -
© Rhode Island 2 +24.2 3 BASTERN REGIONS 120 +14.9
South  Dakota 8 +11.9
“ Tennessee 5 +15.4 4 CENTRAL REGIOKS 379 +10.5
Texas 82 + 9.0
Utah 11 +10.5 2 WESTER¥ REGIOKS 100

!Ineludal ak]l States exétpt Florida, Georgis, New York, Pennsylvania, South Carolina and Virginia.
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TABLE 2.-~REVISED SUMNARY OF AUTOKNATIC TRAFFIC RECORDER

1947 INCLUDING 667 STATIONS IN 48 STATES?

DATA FOR JULY

Traffic volume Traffic volume
Number percentage v Number percent age
Region and State of change from Region and State of change from
stations  July 1946 : stations July 1946
NEW ENGLAND : EAST SOUTH CENTRAL
Connecticut 19 +16.6 Alabama 9 +14.7
Maine 10 + 9.4 . Kentucky 8 +11.2
Massachusetts 9 + 6.8 Migsissippi 10 +21.3
New Hampshire 15 +12.6 Tennessee 6 +21.2
Rhode Island 3 +41.4 Subtotal 33 +16.68
Vermon't 10 + 5.2 ) ‘
Subtotal 86 +12.7 WEST SOUTH CENTRAL
: Arkansas 19 +18.9
" MIDDLE ATLANTIC Louisiana 7 +10.3
New Jersey 3 +14.3 Ok lahomea 20 + 9.8
New York 2 +25.6 Texas 81 +12.8
Pennsylvania 28 +13.4 Subtotal 127 +12.5
Suttotal 33 t15.0 ) :
NOUNTAIN
SOUTH ATLANTIC Arizona 5 + 1.3
Delaware 7 +18.9 ‘Colorado 6 + 9.2
Maryland 18 + 9.2 Idaho 8 +14.1
Virginia 2 +16. 2 Montana 14 +13.7
West Virginia 11 +15.0 Nevadsa 16 +11.5
Sudtotal north ! : New Mexico 14 +13.2
portion 38 +12.2 Utah 11 +17.6
Wyoming 5 +16.5
Florida 19 +18.5 Subtotal 79 +12.3
Georgia 10 +10. 1 :
North Carolina 18 + 8.3 PACIFIC
South Carolina 1 +11.3 California 7 + 6.4
Subtotal south Oregon 5 +21.4
portion 4g +12.0 Washington 9 + 3.1
v Subtotal 21 + 7.7
Subtotal region a6 t12.1 ]
EAST NORTH CENTRAL TOTAL ALL STATES 667 +11.5
Illinois : 5 +27.1 ) .
Indiana 22 + 5.5 i
Michigan 28 +13.90 STATE HIGHWAYS 663 t14.1
Ohio 23 +19.6 ’
Wisconsin 10 +13.4 ) -
Subtotal 88 +13.3 LOCAL HIGHWAYS 34 + 4.2
WEST NORTH CENTRAL ]
Iowa ! 33 +16.6 3 EASTERN REGION¥S 185 +i3.9
~Kansas 12 +17.6
Minnesota 27 +14.7 : :
Missouri 27 + 7.0 4 CENPRAL REGIONS 382 +11.5
Nebraska 12 +14.5
North Dakota 13 +12.2
South Dakota 10 +15.3 )
Subtotal 134 +12.9 2 WESTERN REGIONS 100 + 7.8

:Cdmblned State and local highways. -
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TABLE 8.-~-NUMRER OF VERICLES, CLASSIFIED BY TYPES, USING TOLL FACILITIES IN AUGUST 1947
COMPARED WITH THOSE IN AUGUST 1946 AND 1841.

1947 Percentage change Percentage chaange '
from 1946 from 1941
Facilities -
Trucks Trucks Trucks
Total Passenger and Total Passenger and | Total Passenger snd
cars busses - cars busses cera busses
FASTERN REGIONS
: 2 in the New England States 90,905 85,757 .5.143 +12.4 +12.4 +11.5 | -21.9 -23.6 +25.0
15 in the Middle Atlantic States 14,385,586 12,818,833 1,566,753 | +16.9 +18.2 + 7.0°]+428.9 +27-2 +44.,4
" Pennsylvenia Turnpike. 410,869 356,236 54,633 +25.9 +28.2 +12.7 | +11.6 + 5.4 +80.6.
5 ‘in the: South Atlantic States 577,211 481,639 95,572 | +13.2 +15:1 + 4.6 | +10.9 + 8.0 +28.4
. TAL ~ 23 facilities! 15,464,571 13,742,465 1,722,106 +16.9 +18.3 + 7.1 1427.1 +28.2 +44.2
?“t’ WAL ~ 24 facilities 16, 143, 855 14,362,924 1,780,931 +17.3 +18.7 + 7.3 .- bl -
CENTRAL REGIONS
3:0n the Great Lakes Canadisn ‘ . :
Border? 830,843 809,627 21,216 | 427.1 +27.7 + 7.0.1472.5 +72: 1 +91.4
“10 in the Great Lakes Region 117, 148 113,464 3,684 +17.7 +18.1 + 8.1 1+25.8 +24.3 +97. 4
Subtotal - 4 facilitics s47,9891 923,081 24,800 | +25.8 +2645 + 7.1 |+65.0 +64.3 +s2.2
5 on the Ohio River 623,498 540,835 82,663 + 3.4 + 3.5 + 2.4 14+ 2.8 + 1.6 +11.0
7-on the Mississippi and St. Craix
Rivers St. Louis and north 714,938 633,928 81,010 +13.6 .- +13.2 +16.3 | - 4.4 - 4,8 - 0.6
1 on the Mississippi River south
of St. Louis : 21,468 17,689 3,779 | +20.6 24,1 + 6.6 | +56.0 +61.4 $35.0
Subtotal -~ 8 facilities 738,408 851,817 84,788 +13.8 +13.5 +15.8 { - 3.3 ’-‘ 3.8 + 0.6
: '3 on the Missouri River 189,797 158,092 31,705 | + 7.9 + 8.1 + 6.9 [ +33.1 +35.1 +23.9
2 in the Missouri River areas 8,826 7,685 1,141 +20.3 +18.4 +35.0 | +40.8 +37.0 +73.4
Subtota‘l - & fac;litizs 198,623 185,777 32,8”6‘ + 8. + 8.5 + 7.7 | +33.¢ +35.2 +25.1
TOTAL - 22 facilities? 2,506,518 2,281,320 2?5,198 +14.6 +15.3 + 8.4 |+19.8 . +20.5 +13;8
TOTAL — 26 facilities 2,743,413 2,486,581 256,832 $13.9 +14.6 + 8.2 [t e L
. WESTERK REGIONS
1 in California 2,199,303 1,997,702 201,601 + 3.0 + 3.3 + 0.2 [+24.6 +22.4 +51.:2
4 in the Oregon-Washington area 484,962 431,305 53,657 | +10.3 +10.6 + 7.8 }+88.0 +84.3 +123.8
TOTAL ~ 5 facilities 2,684,265 2,429,007 255,158j + 4.3 + 4.5 + 1.7 [+32.6 +30. 1 +62.3
"UNITED STATES
TOTAL ~ 50 facilities? 20,655,354 18,452,792 2,202,562 | +14.8 +15.9 + 6.6 | +26.8 +25.2 +42.2
POTAL - 58 facilities 21,571,533 19,278,512 2,293,021 | +15.1 +16.2 + 6.8 e - [ m-

x'l,’h-:. facilities have comparative data for 1947, 1946, and 1941 =nd are included in the larger totsl below.
?Oﬂt of these facilities ia in Western New York snd therefore is related to wimilar facilitles in the Central States.

. pes2L







s . | i¥61 40 SHINOW @z_ozommwmmoo NI ._.5..._. HLiM
Lb6l OL 2¥61 NI SHLNOW A8 oﬁ.m«mh IVHENY 40 SNOILVT3Y w_.w,ﬁ.zmcm_mm I 34¥N9id

T Lv6l - 9v6! L S¥6i b Pr6l ———ofe gvs! e 2v6l -]
Omdﬁaz.as_n:.ozoma:aazqzuaazomdawsqzm_,ozom<_,..2<s_uaozome.a..Ea.smaozow<a...2<2un

%
N _\;,,.
. - \ .// \ T 0s
\\}/ .\ A \/\......o . \. ﬂ NV
d BRNE 5 ...p.v.r /. o N 21 \f 09
N | . kN H ) L LN/ AR
\. A /.// \f...\w R ( ry ﬁtwmn '\
! nc h}nﬂ \w[ _‘ y -ﬁo . L \ ol.a ’d
AR AN A < Sf 0L
. -\ b ﬁ/ m ) rl / 7.
N \! ANTHAN
: 1 . £ _/0 4 - ‘08
7/ /r.. _ L/ \
I— | ~ (V- )
H () . ]
/ J I }w. 06
o ‘ @
1 ,
P IN35U3d 00! = 76! 40 SHINON ONIGNOJS3H¥O0D ONIENG O14avaL | oot
g
% ! oH
]
Lerd}

S3LVLS Q3LINM 3HL HO4 IOVHIAY =
SNOIDIY NUILSIM OML seme o avves ol
SNOI93Y TIVHINID HNOd evessecccs :

SNOI93Y NHILSYI FZUHL ewe w amme

L
*
A

IP6] 40 SHLNOW DNIGNOdSIUHOD NI OlddvHl 40 39VINIOHAd

ovi

061







- 20

VEHICLE~MILES OF TRAVEL - BILLIONS

S ‘ ,/” ' o\ RE
AVERAGE [1941 Z/,_ ‘ AVERAGE 1946 \
4 [T T80 wiLio 14217 MILLION-—X

12 v
# A .
71
//
o
10 .
/—.—
e T N
\Z.- ;
__.-'—---/ o . \~, v
A | AVERAGE (1943 N |
8 - , /’ _ —8;260 MILLIO g
/4"" o l
_L/—"
L~
4

JAN  FEB MAR  APR. ‘MAY - JUNE JULY AUG SEPT OCT NOV DEC

- FIGURE 2 - VEHICLE - MILES OF TRAVEL ON ALL

RURAL ROADS IN I94I,1943 1946 AND 1947
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