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- TRAFFIC VOLUME
TRENDS o

SEPTEMBER 1978 _I/

TRAVEL ON ALL ROADS AND STREETS vr 4.s2

COMPARED TO SAME MONTH ONE YEAR AGO

raveL on MAIN RURAL ROADS ONLY v s.s2

COMPARED TO SAME MONTH ONE YEAR AGO

EASTERN
STATES

CENTRAL
STATES

WESTERN
STATES

7.53 22. 76 16.89

[=—VEHICLE MILES OF TRAVEL THIS MONTH =47+ 18 BILLION TOTAL-=

1/

~ ALL DATA FOR THIS MONTH ARE PRELIMINARY, REVISED VALUES FOR PREVIOUS MONTH
ARE SHOWN IN TABLES 1 and 2.
NOTE: ALL VEHICLEMILES OF TRAVEL HAVE BEEN COMPUTED WITH1976 vM-2 DATA

AS A BASE.
FOR OFFICIAL DISTRIBUTION




TRAFFIC VOLUME TRENDS - September 1978

Based on preliminary reports from the State highway agencies, travel
during September 1978 on all roads and streets in the nation increased by
4.5 percent as compared to September 1977, resulting in estimated travel
for the month at 129,809 million vehicle miles. This total includes
47,452 million vehicle miles on main rural roads, 13,287 million vehicle
miles on other rural roads, and 69,070 million vehicle miles on city
streets.

Travel for the current month as well as the cumulative yearly total on

main rural roads and for all roads and streets is shown below. Similar
totals for each year since 1970 are also included.

TRAVEL IN MILLIONS

Main Rural Roads All Roads and Streets

September Year to Date Septembér Year to Date
1970 35,839 313,166 95,254 844,416
1971 37,626 329,547 101,290 892,020
1972 39,163 341,113 108,0721‘ 957,690
1973 39,592 353,663 110,332 | 991,962
1974 37,920 -~ 336,019 109,125 } 966,911
1975 39,012 351,987 111,399 | 999,890
1976 42,828 379,919 119,431 1,061,927
1977 44,972 395,974 124,203 1,101,278
1978 47,452 413,610 129,809 ‘ 1,138,124

|

Traffic Volume Trends is a monthly report prepared by the Planning Services
Branch, Highway Statistics Division, based on hourly traffic count data.

‘These data, collected at approximately 4,000 continuous traffic counting

locations nationwide, are used to determine the percent change in traffic
for the current month compared to the same month in the previous year.
This percent change is applied to the travel for the same period in the
previous year to obtain travel for the current period.

For extra copies, or to be put on the monthly mailing list, contact:

Federal Highway Administration
Office of Public Affairs, Room 4208
400 7th Street, SW.
Washington, D.C. 20590
Phone (202) 426-0677. 1
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FIGURE 1 - TRAVEL ON MAIN 'RLEJRAL ROADS, BY MONTHS




ANNUAL VEHICLE-MILES OF TRAVEL-BILLIONS

PERCENTAGE OF 1965 TRAVEL
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FIGURE 2 - ANNUAL TRAVEL ON MAIN RURAL ROADS FOR
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FIGURE 3 - ANNUAL TRAVEL ON MAIN RURAL ROADS AS PERCENTAGE OF YEAR 1965




. TABLE 1.~SUMMARY BY ROAD CLASS AND. BY GEOGRAPHIC AREA

PRELIMINARY DATA FOR SEPTEMBER

' ' REVISED DATA FGR  AUGUST
1 Al
A VEHICLE-MILES ' M VEHICLE-MILER A
' {MILLIONS) * PERCENTAGE * (MILLIONSY ¢ PERCENTAGE
Voo ¢ CHANGE ' N CHANGE
v 1978 . 1977 . 4 1978 ' 1977 '
CLASS DF ROAD., ALL STATES: M M ' M ' '
MAIN RURAL ROADSeescassanaseveas ' 47,452 M 44,972 ' 545 M 544952 ' §2,047 ' 5.6
.LOCAL RURAL ROADSececenseees ' 13,287 * 12,829 ' 3.6 ' 144438 ' 134926 M 3.7
ALL RURAL ROADSssaces ' 60,739 A 57,801 * 5.1 M 69,390 ‘ 654973 M 5.2
CITY STREETSeeeessscssasnces ' 69,070 M 664402 N 4.0 * 734304 N T0:364 * 4a2
ALL ROADS AND STREETS.savecasas ! 129,809 4 124,203 * 4e5 N 1424695 * 1364337 N 4u7
. . L . 1 L]
43 STATES (MAIN RURAL ONLY): v ' * * N .
EASTERN REGIONaeecsonssvncnsncs ! 16,887 . 15,974 ' 5.7 * 19,619 . 18,691 ¢ 5.0
L CENTRAL REGION.<ue M 22,762 ' 21,647 N 5.2 ¢ 264186 ' 264832 M 5.5
WESTERN REGIONessesscenscvasvcas ! 74532 . 7,085 ' 6.3 M 84819 : 8,222 : 7.3
1 . 1 L]
TOTALevacoosarnoocsnenne ! 47,181 . 444706 ' 5.5 M 544624 ' 51745 ’ 5.6
TABLE 2.~CHANGES ON MAIN RURAL ROADS BY STATES
§ ' SEPTEMBER ' AUGUST v . SEPTEMBER M AUGUST
: ' {PRELIMINARY) . {REVISED) " ' (PRELIMINARY) ' {REVISED)
: DIVISION AND STATE * *' DIVISION AND STATE
! NUMBER ' PER~ ' NUMBER ! PER- L *  NUMBER * PER- ' NUMBER ¢ PER~
¢ oF ' CENTAGE ' OF ' CENTAGE ' ' af * CENTAGE ' OF * CENTAGE
* STATIONS ' CHANGE ' STATIONS ' CHANGE '* * STATIONS * CHANGE ' STATIONS ' CHANGE
LI _-—1
% NEW ENGLAND: * . ' M *YEAST SOUTH CENTRAL: °* 1 ¢ .
CONNECTICUT wsanwesn? 11 ' 6.3 ¢ 10 : 4e0 "' ALABAMA.csesesense’ - M - ¢ 48 * 6.7
MAINEcoessensannann’ 22 ' 4.9 1 22 ' 1.7 '* KENTUCKYeceoooonos' ~ ' - ' 35 ' 443
MASSACHUSETTS4eesa? - ' - ’ 7 ! 244 '' MISSISSIPPIacsisss’ 43 M 8.1 ¥ 47 ' 7.1
NEW HAMPSHIRE.cwsst - ' - A 50 1 3.4 *' TENNESSEEesnsse . 26 ' T3 24 ' 2.5
RHODE ISLANDecoaas? - 1 - ' - ! - re ' * ' M
VERMONT wescevnenas 41 M 5.9 ¢ 40 ' 3.1 ''WEST NORTH CENTRAL: ¢ ‘ ' '
N ¢ ' * ICWAcossnarnnse ' 32 N 4.0 ! 32 N 4e3
MIDDLE ATLANTIC: ' ' ' M ' KANSASamese ' 68 ' 2.7 ¢ 67 N 1.7
ff : NEW JERSEYawvsasnes? 21 ' 6.0 ! 18 * 5.2 ' MINNESOTA M 30 ' T.5 ¢ 28 N Be&k
» NEW YORKesevaonasas' 27 ! 5.9 31 ¢ 445 ' MISSDURIweease ’ 68 ! &.5. ¢ 68 M 4T
PENNSYLVANIAcavauat 50 1 5.6 50 N 3.5 '' NEBRASKA..eeee ' 21 M ST ¢ 22 M 4e9
' ' ' ' ' NORTH DAKOTA.. ' 29 ' bel Y 28 ' 11.1
SOUTH ATLANTIC ' ' N N 't SOUTH DAKOTAsesens! 34 ' 0.7 ¢ 35 . - 0.1
{NORTHY: ] [l ] ) " : . ) ) [}
DELAWAREacevesenas’ - ’ - * 8 M 2.5 Y'WEST SDUTH CENTRAL: ! ' ' .
k MARYLANDeeo ccaanns? - ' - ' 32 * 2.7 '*' ARKANSAS,.... 1 22 ' 4.1 * 23 * 4e9
£ VIRGINI Aceevassnns’ - ' 5.0 Y - N 5«7 ¢ LOUISIANA,...... ' - ' - M 45 ' 745
¥ WEST VIRGINIAaasea? . ' - ' 15 * 8.3 ' OKLAHOMA.eweaneons? 28 ' 5.1 ¢ 32 ' 3.2
' v ' ' ¥' TEXAS.ssecssccveea’ 119 ' 5.1 ¢ 119 ' 6a2
SOUTH ATLANTIC ' * ¢ ‘' A : ' ' ¢ '
{S0UTH) = M ' ' ¢ T IMQUNTAINS ' ! ' ' L
FLORIDAcenonananas - M - A - ' - 11 ARIZONAeceeeasasswas’ 17 ’ 6.7 ' 17 ' 2.1
GEORGIAcecnnenanaal 25 : 3.9 ¢ 24 ' 5.3 ¢! * 43 N 6.0 ' 42 M 6,5
i NORTH CAROLINAse..! 45 M 6.4 42 M 6.5 '! N - M - ' 60 M 7.0
e SOUTH CARDLINA...."' 12 ' 8.0 9 11 ' T.0 '¢ ! 24 ' 6.6 26 ' 4.3
i M M M * T NEVADAseawesesssoval 28 ¢ 9.9 26 ¢ 9.6
. EAST NORTH CENTRAL: ! ¢ ' * T NEW MEXICOeeosvosaot 26 M 4.9 ! 28 M 4a6
- ILLINOIScecavacvan? 29 ’ 4.0 ¢ 14 ' 11.0 ' UTAHecevscnonsvose? - M - ¢ 51 M 3.8
p v 23 M S.2 * 23 M 4el "' HYOMINGecwasassesns? 38 ' 3.7 Y 38 M 245
2 1 53 ] 2.6 59 1 3.8 1% ] ] [ ]
i OHIOd eueennens ' 21 M bek ¥ 22 ' 4.7 ''PACIFIC: M ¢ ' *
o WISCONSINsweavaaas’ 48 ' 5.6 47 ! 6.3 '' CALIFORNTAcesccasns' 15 ‘ 6.8 ! 11 ' 9.9
N - **' ODOREGON.ecssowss ' - ' - ' - * -
b ALASKAcesosanossea’ - M - M - M - ¢ WASHINGTONsaseases' 4 N 5.4 ! 10 N 8.4
HAWAT L. . 3 . 0.3 3 ’ 8.2 tt 0 1 . 0

NOTE: 1-RURAL MILEAGE OF EACH VAJCR TCLL KOUTE IS CONSIDERED AS ONE OR MORE STATIONS, DEPENDING ON STATES® METHOD OF REPORTING.

2-WHERE THE NUMBER OF STATIONS IS SHOWN AS A DASH AND A VALUE FOR PERCENTAGE CHANGE IS INDICATED, THF LATTER VALUE IS
BASED ON A STATEWIDE ESTIMATE PROVIDED BY THE HIGHWAY AGENGY DETERMINED FROM EXTENSIVE TRAFFIC SAMPLING SURVEYS.

7 3-WHERE THE NUMBER OF STATICNS AND THE PERCENTAGE CHANGE ARE SHOWN AS DASHES, SUFFICIENY INFNRMATINN WAS NOT AVAILABLE
TO DETERMINE AN FSTIMATE,
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U.S, DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
Washingten, D.C. 20590

Official Business

PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE, $300

POSTAGE AND FEES FAID
FEDERAL, HIGHWAY
ADMINISTRATION

DOoT 512
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