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TRAFFIC VOLUME TRENDS - Septembe~ 1978 

Based on prel iminary r e p o r t s  from t h e  S t a t e  highway agencies,  t r a v e l  
during September 1978 on a l l  roads and s t r e e t s  i n  t h e  na t ion  increased by 
4.5 percent  a s  compared t o  September 1977, r e s u l t i n g  i n  est imated t r a v e l  
f o r  t h e  month a t  129,809 mi l l ion  veh ic l e  miles .  This t o t a l  inc ludes  
47,452 mi l l ion  veh ic l e  m i l e s  on main r u r a l  roads, 13,287 m i l l i o n  veh ic l e  
mi les  on o the r  r u r a l  roads, and 69,070 mi l l ion  veh ic l e  mi les  on c i t y  
s t r e e t s .  

Travel  f o r  t h e  cu r ren t  month a s  we l l  a s  t h e  cumulative yea r ly  t o t a l  on 
main r u r a l  roads and f o r  a l l  roads and s t r e e t s  i s  shown below. Simi lar  
t o t a l s  f o r  each year  s ince  1970 are a l s o  included. 

TRAVEL I N  MILLIONS 

Main Rural Roads A l l  Roads and S t r e e t s  
September Year t o  Date Septembdr Year t o  Date 

1970 35,839 313,166 95,254 , 844,416 
1971 37,626 329,547 101,290 892,020 
1972 39,163 341,113 108,072 957,690 
1973 39,592 353,663 110,332 991,962 
1974 37,920 336,019 109,125 1 966,911 
1975 39,012 351,987 111,399 ~ 999,890 
1976 42,828 379,919 119,431 1,061,927 
1977 44,972 395,974 124,203 1,101,278 
1978 47,452 413,610 129,809 1,138,124 

T r a f f i c  Volume Trends i s  a monthly r epor t  prepared by t h e  Planning Services 
Branch, Highway S t a t i s t i c s  Division,  based on hour,ly t r a f f i c  count da ta .  
These da ta ,  c o l l e c t e d  a t  approximately 4,000 conti:luous t r a f f i c  counting 
loca t ions  nationwide, a r e  used t o  determine t h e  percent  change i n  t r a f f i c  
f o r  t h e  cu r ren t  month compared t o  t h e  same month i :~  t h e  previous year .  
This percent  change is appl ied  t o  t h e  t r a v e l  f o r  t h e  same period i n  t h e  
previous year  t o  ob ta in  t r a v e l  f o r  t h e  cu r ren t  period.  

For e x t r a  copies,  o r  t o  be  put on t h e  monthly mail ing l i s t ,  contac t :  

Federal  Highway Administration 
Off ice  of Publ ic  A f f a i r s ,  Room 4208 
400 7th S t r e e t ,  SW. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
Phone (202) 426-0677. 
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FIGURE 3 - ANNUAL TRAVEL ON MAIN RURAL ROADS AS PERCENTAGE OF YEAR 1965 



TABLE 1.-SIJYMARY BY ROAD CLASS AND BY GEOGRAPHIC AREA 

_ _ _ _ _ I - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ - - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - I - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - .  
1 PRELIMINARY DATA FOR SEPTEMBER I REVISED DATA FUR AUGUST 
1-------,---------------------------------------1----------------------------------------------- 

I VEHICLE-MILEF 1 1 VEHIELF-MILFq I 

1 I Y I L L I O N c )  1 PERCENTAGE i M I L L I D N C 1  ' PERCENTAGE 
r-----------,----------------,,--r CHANGE l--------------------------------l CHANGE 
1 1 9 7 8  I 1 9 7 7  1 I 1 9 7 8  I 1 0 7 7  I 

I___-----------_--_------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

CLASS OF RRPD. ALL STPTFS: I 1 I 1 # I 

MAIN RURAL ROADS.....-.....*... . 47,452 ' 4 4 9 9 7 2  ' 5.5  5 4 1 9 5 2  ' " 2 1 0 4 7  ' 5.6 
LOCAL RURAL ROADS ..............' 13.287 * 12.829 . 3.6 ' 14.438 1 3 1 9 2 6  ' 3.7 
ALL RURAL KClADS.. 60.739 5 7 - 8 0 1  5.1 60 ,390 65,973 ' 5 2 ..............' . a 
CITYSTREETS.... ...............I 69.070 ' 66.402 ' 4.0 ' 73.304 7 0 1 3 6 4  ' 4.2 
ALL ROADS AND STREETS.. ..I.-.... 129,809 ' 124,203 . 4.5 ' 142,695 * 136,337 ' 4.7 

1 1 1 1 1 I 

4 3  STATES [MAIN RURAL ONLY): I 1 t I 
1 

EASTERNREGION- - - . r . . . - . - . . . . . . '  16.887 1 5 1 9 7 4  5.7 ' 1 9 1 6 1 9  ' 1 8 1 6 9 1  * 5.0 . . 
CENTRAL REGION........ 22.762 21,647 5.2 26.186 2 4 - 8 3 2  ' 5.5 .......... . ' 
WESTERN REGION. .-.......--..-... 7 r  5 3 2  ' 7.085 ' 6.3 8.819 * 8 1  2 2 2  * 7.3 

1 I 1 1 1 8 

TABLE 2.-CHANGES ON MAiN RURAL ROAD5 BY STATE5 

_________________-------_------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
I SFPTFMBER I AUGUST 1 1  t tEPTEHBEP t AUGUST 

(PRELIMINARY) ' (REVISED)  i 1 (PRELIMINARY)  l R F V I S E D l  
D I V l S f O N  AND STATE l------------------------------------------ S l  D I V I S I O N  AN0 STATE '------------------------------------------ 

' NUMBER 1 PER- 1 NUMBER ' PER- " NllMBER ' PEP- ' NUMBER ' PER- 
OF * CENTAGE 1 OF ' CENTAGE " Q F  * CENTAGE ' OF ' CENTAGE 

STATIONS * CHANGE ' STATION5 CHANGE * *  * STATION< CHANGF ' STATIONS ' CHANGE 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - , - - - - - - - - - - - l l - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

NEU ENGLAND: I I 1 1 ' *EAST SOUTH CENTRAL: ' 1 * I 

CONNECTICIJT..~..~.' 11 ' 6.3 ' 10 . 4.0 " ALRBAPIA..,........' . .  - 4 8  6.7 

MAINE.............' 72 . 4.9 ' 22 * 1.7 '. KENTIICKY,.,.......' . '  - 8 3 5  4.3 
MASSACHUSFTTS . .-..*. I - U ' 2 - 4  " MISSISSIPPI. .r .*r . '  43 * 8.1 ' 4 7  ' 7.1 
NEW HAMPSHIRE.,.. . * - *  - 1 5 0  * 3.4 " TENNESSEE.........' 2 6  * 7.3 ' 7 4  I 2.5 
RHODF ISLAND. 1 - ' - I' I 1 I 1 . . . . . . . .  
VFRWEJT-..........' 4 1  ' 5.9 1 4 0  a 3.1 "NEST NORTH CENTRAL: ' 1 I I 

8 I t 1 l. IOWA..............' 3 2  a 4.0 ' 32  . 4.3 . l. ' M I  ODLE ATLANTIC: ' I 1 I KANSAS....,.......' A8 2 . 7 '  6 7  1.7 
NEW JFGSEY-..-...-* 2 1  I 6.0 ' 1 8  . 5.2 " MINYFcOTA.....**..' 7.5 * 1 8  ' R.4 
NEW YORK. .  ....."... 7 7  1 5.9 ' 3 1  . 4.5 l1 HISSOURI..........' 2: 6.5 ' 6 8  . 4.7 ........ PENNSYLVANIA....-.' 5 0  1 5.6 . 5 0  * 3.5 '"NEBRASKA.,. 5.7 ' 2 2  * 4.9 

I I I t " NDRTH DAKDTA......' I$ 6 . 2 8  * 11.1 
SOIJTH ATLANTIC I I I 1 l. SOUTH OAKOTA......' 3 4  . 0.7 . 3 5  ' - 0.1 

( NORTH ) : 1 I I t 1 1  1 1 1 1 . DELAWARE..........' - - 8 2.5 "WEST SOUTH CENTRAL: * I I D 
MARYLAND,.....,...' - . - 1  3 2  . 2.7 l. ARKANSAC.....*.*..' 2 2  . 4.1 ' 2 3  a 4.9 
VIGGINJd..*,......' - 1 5.0 . - a 5.7 " LOUISIANA.........' - '  - 4 5  7.5 . . . - 1  * 1. WEST VIRGINIA.....* - . 1 5  8.3 OKLAHOMA..........' 28  5.1 3 2  3.2 * I 1 I " TEXAS.............' 1 1 9  . 5.1 . 1 1 9  * 6.2 

SOUTH ATLANTIC I I t 1 1 1  1 I 1 I 

I SOUTH 1 : I I I 1 "MOUNTAIN: I I t I 

FLf3RIDA.,.........' - 1  1 - I - "  ARfZONA...........' 1 7  I 6.7 . 1 7  . 2.1 
GEORGIA-..........' 35 * 3.9 a 2 4  ' 5.3 " CULOPAOO....*.....' 4 3  a 6.0 ' 4 2  6.5 
NORTH CAROLINAI...' 4 5  * 6.4 * 42 * 6.5 I. IDAHO...* . . . . . . . . . ' - l  - 1 60 7.0 
SnUTH CAROLINA....' 1 2  . 8 - 0  * 11 ' 7.0 l. MONTANA*..*.....*.' 2 4  ' 6.4 ' 2 6  . 4.3 

I 1 9 1 .' NEVADA.....,......' 2 8  ' 9.9 ' 2 6  . 9.6 
EAST NORTH CENTRAL: 1 1 1 l. NEW MEXICO...-....' 2 6  . 4.9 I 2 8  . 4.6 

ILLIWOlS.....-....' 2 9  ' 4.0 . 1 4  a 1L.O " UTiLH..*...........' . '  - * 5 1  * 3.8 . . . INDIANA-.-.-.-..-.' 2 3  5 . 2 '  2 3  4*1"WYOMING...........' 38 3 . 7 '  38 : 2.5 
MICHIGAN..........' 5 3  ' 2.6 . 59 . 3.8 . *  1 * t 
OHIII..............' 7 1  . 4.4 a 22  ' 4.7 "PACIFIC:  I 1 1 1 
WISCONSIN-........' 4 8  . 5.6 . 4 7  * 6 . 3  * '  CALIFIlRMIA........' 1 5  * 6.R . 11 . 9.9 . .  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 - - 1 - - - - - - - - - 1  OREGON.-..........' - 1  - 1 
ALASKA............' - .  - i  - 9 - " WASHINGTON...*....' 4 . 5.4 * 10 * 8.4 
HAWAII..-...-..-.-' 3 ' 0.3 * 3 ' 8.2 * *  I 1 I t -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

NDTF: 1-RURAL MILEAGE OF EACH VAJCR TELL RnUTF I S  Cn lS IDERED AS ONE OR MORE STATIONS, DEPENDING ON STATES' MFTHOD OF REPORTING* 

2-UHERF THE NUPBER O F  STATIONS I S  SHOWN AS A DASH AND A VALUE FOR PERCENTAGE CHANGE I S  INDICATED, THF LATTER VALUE t S  
BASED ON A STATEWIDF FSTTMATF PROVIDED BY THF HIGHWAY AGENGY DETERYINED FROM FXTFNc lVF TRAFFIC S4MPLING qUR VEYS. 

3-WHERE THE NUMBER RF STATIPNS ANll THE PERCFNTAGF CHANGE ARE SHOWN AS DASHES, SUFFICIENT INFnRYATlf lM WAS NOT AVAILABLE 
TO DETERMINF AN FSTIM4TE. 








