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TRAFFIC VOLUME TRENDS - September 1979 %

Based on preliminary reports from the state highway agencies, travel .
during September 1979 on all roads and streets in the nation decreased by
-2.7 percent as compared to September 1978, resulting in estimated travel
for the month at 126,439 million vehicle miles. This total includes
45,135 million vehicle miles on main rural roads, 12,826 million vehicle
miles on other rural roads, and 68,478 million vehicle miles on city
streets.

Travel for the current month as well as the cumulative yearly total on

main rural roads and for all roads and streets is shown below. Similar
totals for each year since 1970 are also included.

TRAVEL IN MILLIONS

Main Rural Roads All Roads and Streets
September Year to Date September Year to Date

1970 35,839 313,166 95,254 844,416

1971 37,626 329,547 101,290 892,020

1972 39,163 341,113 108,072 957,690

1973 39,592 353,663 110,332 991,962 e
1974 - 37,920 336,019 109,125 966,911 i:%
1975 39,012 351,987 111,399 999,890

1976 42,828 379,919 119,431 1,061,927

1977 44,972 395,974 124,203 1,101,278

1978 47,370 413,528 129,917 1,138,232

1979 45,135 405,405 126,439 1,125,053

Traffic Volume Trends is a monthly report prepared by the Planning Services
Branch, Highway Statistics Division, based on hourly traffic count data.
These data, collected at approximately 4,000 continuous traffic counting
locations nationwide, are used to determine the percent change in traffic
for the current month compared to the same month in the previous year.

This percent change is applied to the travel for the same period in the
previous year to obtain travel for the current period.

For extra copies, or to be put on the monthly mailing list, contact:

Federal Highway Administration
Office of Public Affairs, Room 4208
400 7th Street, SW.

Washington, D.C. 20590

Phone (202) 426-0677.
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ANNUAL VEHICLE-MILES OF TRAVEL-BILLIONS

PERCENTAGE OF 1965 TRAVEL
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TABLE 1.~SUMMARY BY RDAD CLASS AND BY GEOGRAPHIC AREA

- o -

[ PRELIMINARY DATA FOR SEPTEMBER . REVISED DATA FOR  AUBUST
L] L]
. VEHICLE-HILES ' v VEHICLE=-MILES .
' {MILLIONS) * PERCENTAGE ¢ (MILLIONS) * PERCENTAGE
' * . CHANGE ¢ + CHANGE
. 1979 ' 1978 ' ' 19719 ' 1978 ;
CLASS OF ROAD, ALL STATES: ’ . ' . v .
MAIN RURAL ROADS.essassssasenne * 45,135 , 47,370 [N T S 52,290 . 54,952 . -4.8
LOCAL RURAL R0ADSscssesescscnns * 12,826 . 13,222 . ~3,0 ¢ 14,080 ¢ 14,438 ' -2.5
ALL RURAL RDADSeseassecvsvacnns 57,961 . 60,592 ’ ~4,3 66,371 . 69,390 . ~4.4
CITY STREETSsosvsssseescensores * 68,478 . 69,325 ' ~1.2 0t 71,139 . 73,304 . ~3.0
ALL ROADS AND STREETS.seeswmnee ' 1265439 v 129,917 ’ ~2.7 % 137,509 * 142,695 ' -3.6
* . L] . ’ L]
-
43 STATES (MAIN RURAL ONLY): ' . ' ' ' '
EASTERN REGION«<sevanse . 15,774 . 16,839 ' ~6.3 ¢ 18,553 . 19,619 . -5.4
. CENTRAL REGIONssasucar ' 21,944 v 22,787 . -3.7 24,976 . 26,186 . 4.6
WESTERN REGIDN.sssesansovessens * 7,137 . 7,473 ' ~4,5 ¢ 8,449 ' 8,819 ' -4.2
* L ’ . . .
TOTALssousesoncncosnsoss * 44,855 ’ 47,099 ' -4.8 Ot 51,978 ’ 54,624 d -4.8
12
TABLE 2.~CHANGES DN MAIN RURAL ROADS BY STATES
’ SEPTEMBER ' AUGUST s ' SEPTEMBER . AUGUST
: . (PRELIMINARY) ¥ (REVISED) " v (PREL IHINARY) ' (REVISED)
DIVISION AND STATE * ——e -===?? DIVISION AND STATE °®
' NUMBER ' PER- ' WNUMBER * PER= Ut ¢ NUMBER ' PER~ * NUMBER *  PER-
0 " CENTAGE *  OF ' CENTAGE *° v OF ' CENTAGE oF * CENTAGE
* STATIONS * CHANGE * STATIDNS * CHANGE ¢ * STATIONS ' CHANGE * STATIONS ' CHANGE
- e
NEW ENGLAND: ' . . . STEAST SOUTH CENTRALI ¢ . ' .
CONNECTICUTwauvses? = . - 6 ¢ = 7.6 ' AUABAMAscessssesss® 47 % = 3,6 ' 52 ¢ = 3.8
MAINE.ossosesanass? 20 % = 7.3 ¢ 21 ¢ = 7.2 'Y KENTUCKYeseoenassa® 37 ' = 3,2 ¢ 37 1 - 4.8
MASSACHUSETTSeorss? 6 v =97 8 = 7.2 " MISSISSIPPL.ssesse® 42 ' = 4,9 ' 40 ¢ -3.8
NEW HAMPSHIRE.seos® = . = v 89 & = .3 0 TENNESSEEsessesees? 33 ' - 4.0 * 33 Vo= 2.2
RHODE ISLANDsssess® = ’ - v - ' - o ’ . . .

VERMONTeeosesaoese® ~ 39  * . = 5,4 ¢ 3B ¢ = 6.0 *'WEST NORTH CENTRALE ¢ . s ,

. . ’ . *1 10WAsesseresanssea® 36 Y = 2.8 ' 36 ' = 6.3

MIDDLE ATLANTICS ' ’ ' . 0 KANSAS.ssessesavest 67 V- 42 0 1t - 5.9
NEW JERSEYsoaensos? - ' = ¢ §5 % = 5,1 90 MINNESOTAsesssssss? 29 ' =44 ¢ 3D ' - 5.9
NEW YORKyavoouuees® _ 28 % =B.5 % 28 *  =8,0 ' MISSDURTsassseseea® 73+ = 5,1 74 v - 5.9
PENNSYLYANIAwssees® 52 % = 5,0 % 52 ¢+ = B.4 7 NEBRASKAsosseeoses? 17 ' ~-5.4 ' 19 v -9.8

. . . ' ' o+ NORTH DAKOTAsaesee® 31 ' = 6.2 ¢ 31 v - 6.8
SOUTH ATLANTIC . ’ ' ' *+ SOUTH DAKOTAsssesa® 35 % = 7,6 * 35 ¢ =ll.¢

‘NBRIRI 3 - . * L] ’ () 1] ’ * 1]
DELAWAREssossossss? 13 0 = 5.8 18 ' - 4,3 *MEST SOJTH CENTRAL: * ’ ' :
MARYLAND wounvesase® 32 % =1,8 ¥ 32 % = 2,1 % ARKANSASessseeesss® 20 ' =3.3 ' 25 ' - 4.2
VIRGINIAvausoonsse® = voe25 v - = 4,2 'Y LOUISIANAceeessess' =~ ' R . 0.1
WEST VIRGINIAauwess® = . - v - . - 0 OKLAHOMAseososense = = ' - v 3 ' 0.8

S ’ ' ' 1P TEXASsesseassesees® 118 ' = 1.2 ' 318 ¢t - 2,1
SBUTH ATLANTIC ' . ' ' 13 ' ' ' :

(SOUTH) : ' . . . *IMDUNTAINS ' . ' .
FLORIDAswsssvsnnss? 17 ' = B9 7 18 ' = 3.9 0 ARIZONAsssessessse?® 19 ' - 2,0 18+ -3,
GEDRGlAesnasarnnee® = ' - - . = 3 COLDRADD.sessssesse® 41 fo- 2.6 ' A2 - 4.5
NORTH CAROLINAeeee® 43 ¢ = 4,3 ¢ 46 ' = #,1 *% 10AHD.esssenssesss® = . - v el '~ 6.8
SOUTH CARDLINAseee® 10+ =10.3 ¢ 10 ' = 3.4 0' MONTANAcsesseesses® 23 ' = 4,3 0 26 v -7

' ' v ' 00 NEVADAseseenssesse® 28 ' = 3.7 . 28 % - Gak
EAST NORTH CENTRAL? ! . . . 't NEM MEXICDsseveces® = ' - v 30 v -5.9
ILLINDISesssensses® = ' = ¢+ 32 % = T3 ' UTAHeseeessescence® ™ ' - v a6 ' ~5.0
INDIANAw oveeoeenes? 22 ~ % = 3,6 % 22 Y =5.6 ' HYOMINGessssseesss® 37 ' =0.4 3 ' =38
MICHIGANwsssesasss® 60 ' = 5.4 % 60 * =53 v ' . .
OHI0usesvonscensne’ 17 v -2 s 19 ¢ - 5.7 **PACIFICE ’ . . :
WISCONSINueseoonos® &6 ¢ = 3,8 7 &6 % =62 ** CALIFIRNIAsasasces® 16 *  =2.9 ¢ 1 0 -1
-—— 9 OREGONaoeessasossss? = ’ - . v -
ALASKAsoonssonones? . = , - - . ~ 00 WASHINGTONesseeess® 11 T T
HAWAIToevonassasae? 3 bt T Y T ' ' . '

NOTE$ 1-RURAL MILEAGE OF EACH MAJOR TOLL ROUTE IS CONSIDERED &S ONE

2-WHERE THE NUMBER OF STATIONS IS SHOWN AS A DASH AND A VALUE FOR PERCENTAGE CHANGE 1S INDICATED, THE LATTER VALUE IS

BASED DN A STATEWIDE ESTIMATE PROVIDED 3Y THE HIGHWAY AGENGY DETERMINED FROM EXTENSIVE TIAFFIC SAMPLING SURVEYS.

3-HHERE THE NUMBER OF STATIONS AND THE PERCENTAGE CMANGE ARE SHOWN AS DASHES, SUFFICIENT INFORMATION WAS NDT AVAILABLE

TO DETERMINE AN ESTIMATE.

-

OR MORE STATIONS, DEPENDING IN STATES® METHOD OF REPORTING.
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