
Set 1: two-letter language 
identifiers for major, mostly 

national individual 
languages.

Maintained by Infoterm.
Accessible at*:

http://www.loc.gov/standards/
iso639-2/

fra/fre, dut/ndl, 
eng, nso, knn, …

Set 2: three-letter language 
identifiers for a larger number of 
widely known individual languages 
(including all individual languages 
covered by Set 1) and a number of
language groups.
Maintained by the Library of 
Congress.
Accessible at:
http://www.loc.gov/standards/
iso639-2/Set 3: three-letter language 

identifiers covering all 
individual languages 

(including all individual 
languages covered by

Set 2).
Maintained by SIL 

International.
Accessible at:

https://iso639-3.sil.org

Set 5: three-letter language 
identifiers covering a larger set of 
language groups (including all 
language groups covered by Set 2).
Maintained by the Library of 
Congress.
Accessible at:
http://www.loc.gov/standards/
iso639-5/

fr, en, ru, ...

Language groupsIndividual languages

Set 1 Set 2

Set 3 Set 5
mab, nsp, oar, …

cau, …

ccn, …

Access to the databases of the ISO 639 Language Code

* The Library of Congress hosts Set 1 by agreement with Infoterm. 
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