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Introduction

The various Turkic languages share a common ancestor. Though no surviving examples of this language have been found
(That is to say, it is unattested), linguistic reconstruction allows for insight to be gained about how the language worked and
operated.

Yet, there are lexical descriptions about Proto-Turkic, but little is known about its grammatical and morphology. Some
linguists like Andrds Rona-Tas in his chapter The reconstruction of Proto-Turkic and the genetic question, have described
the grammar of Proto-Turkic. However, his reconstructions have Common Turkic features like -z- in place of -7~ (like rat but
palatalized with y as in young), and he said that:

... But Proto-Turkic can only be reconstructed by taking the Kipchak languages, thus also Proto-Kipchak,
into consideration.

—Andras Rona-Tas, "The reconstruction of Proto-Turkic and the genetic question", The Turkic Languages
(1998)

Because of this, the users BurakD53 and DanielWhernchend have reconstructed the Proto-Turkic grammar by relying on
some sources and also, original research.

It is not recommended to use this book as a reference in Wikipedia article as it represents original
researches of two users.
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Contributors

This Proto-Turkic page on Wikibooks first created by User:BurakD53 in 21 July 2021. This is a list of contributors to this
page (please don't add if you don't have important contributions):

= BurakD53 — The author of this page, has uploaded several images to be used in one of the lessons
= DanielWhernchend — Contributor of mostly minor edits, but nevertheless created few subpages
= Mbrickn — Added Tonyukuk inscription as its illustration
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History of Proto-Turkic language

Xiong-nu language

The history of the Proto-Turkic language is mostly written from the Xiong-nu period, which we have not yet reached from
the first-hand sources, but which we can obtain from the second-hand sources past the Chinese written sources.

The Xiong-nu state is still considered complex in terms of its ethnic structure, it is a common view that it is multinationall!J,
It is controversial whether the rulers are Mongolic, Turkic or Tungusic, and it is a federation that it somehow accepts as the
ancestor of all of them. It is also associated with European Huns due to their different pronunciations. Professor C. Atwood
continued using the term “xwn” to establish phonological equivalence with Chinese Xiongnu, Sogdian Xwn, Sanskrit
Hina, Greek Ounnoi, and Latin Hunnil?. The French Orientalist Joseph de Guignes first proposed in 1756 that the
ancestors of the mysterious Huns were the Xiongnu of Northeastern Asia, as based on the phonetic resemblance of the
ethnonyms of the two peoples.[l] It is believed by some historians that the Oghurs founded the European Hun state when
they migrated to the west. But the identity of European Huns is not clear either.

Xiong-nu language in Chinese inscriptions Readi“[%]Of 8

Xiong-nu language texts in Chinese sources are limited. Let's take a look at these limited | Preclassic Old Chinese | snon

resources. Classic Old Chinese non
Postclassic Chinese hon
u -
B (Chéng i) Middle Chinese x06un

22! term in Chinese inscriptions is associated with the old Turkic tengri. Tengri means | Modem (Beijing) reading | xiong
sky.[4]

Pu Liben, quoting Perhier (Pelliot 1944), pointed out that the word chéng Ii, which many think is related to the Huns and
Turkic languages, actually constitutes the pronoun tdrim in Turkish. There are also variants of this word. The fact that it is

undecided in both Turkic and Mongolian languages indicates that the Hunnic word chéng Ii may be a borrowed word.[!
k8 (T6u man)

3L £ means ten thousand. This word is also found in Mongolic and Tungusic, and it is a word that is most likely taken from
each other.

In addition, the name of the founder of the Xiong-nu state was T6u-manl6l.

FEAR (Ou tuo)
FRAY has many meanings.

The most common is known as the room or chamber, suggesting that it may be a borrowing from the word *otag.m, also
reconstructed as *atag. Although linguists concentrate on *otag, since long vowels are not preserved in languages that need
to be protected, there are also those who claim that it is derived from the Proto-Turkic word *6t which means fire(see Proto-
Turkic Vocabulary lesson). *etag means tent or room, but also fireplace is suggested.

But FR A% was used in many meanings other than "room" and was more likely borrowed from Proto-Turkic *erdu/*ertu,

which is also the root of English horde. *erdu/*ortu means palace and was also used in Old Chinese to denote the Xiong-
(8]

nu people.

Others
= JEX (ju ci) means girl, daughter. Compared to Proto-Turkic *KIf (girl).

= B (Mo du) is a Chanyu from Xiongnu state. Compare to Turkic Mete.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Huns
https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Proto-Turkic/Vocabulary

= JE& (mi I) explains Xiongnu villages. Compared to Proto-Turkic *bialik (city).

= RE& (jing lU)

First Turkic inscriptions

Although the Goktiirk inscriptions are known as the first written sources of the Turkic languages, the Yenisei inscriptions
written in a more primitive alphabet are older than them. Despite this, the Yenisei inscriptions are overshadowed by the fact
that the Goktiirk inscriptions are khanate inscriptions.

Yenisei inscriptions

The written monuments concentrated along coast of the river Yenisei are named "Yenisei inscriptions".[?] Nevertheless,
Yenisei inscriptions are short inscriptions that belong the Turkic world, old Turk states, namely times of "the Kirghiz state"
on historical aspect,[g][lo] and which are not of historical importance, but consist of simple sentences that are important in
terms of language. In other words, they are inscriptions belonging to an older period of Goktirks!! ) not affiliated with
Xiong-nu Turkic, but briefly Shaz Turkic. It is inevitable that the inscriptions will remain in the shadow of the inscriptions
that shed light on important historical events in the Second Goktiirk Khaganate[lz].

Orkhon inscriptions[12I14]

The Orkhon inscriptions have been found in Altai, Khangai, Sayan, Khentii mountains, Gobi desert and along the rivers
Orhon, Selenge, Tuul, Ongin, Kerulen, Onon, Hanui, Hunui, Tes, Hovd and lakes Huvsgul, Hyargas Nuur, Har Us Nuur,
Uvs Nuur. Inscriptions of Goktiirks are everywhere in territory of Mongolia - from east to west, from north to south. The
most important of these are the Tonyukuk, Kiil Tigin and Bilge Kagan monuments, which are the khanate monuments. It is
estimated that the Kiil Tigin inscription was erected in 732, Bilge Kagan was erected in 735, Tonyukuk was erected between
716-734. Inscriptions are called as Orkhun because it is located around the Koga-Caydam lake in Central Mongolia, near the
Orkhon river (https:/tr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orhun_Nehri).

Kiil Tigin inscription

In this inscription erected by Bilge Kagan, the elder brother of Kul Tigin, II. The struggles of the heroes who founded the
Eastern Turkic Khaganate and their sons to protect their lives and countries are mentioned.

Bilge Kagan inscription

It is an inscription that is estimated to have been erected by Bilge Kagan's son, Tengri Kagan, on September 24, 735, upon
the death of his father on November 25, 734. He explained the services of Bilge Kagan and stated that he was a Khan for a
nation that was scattered and fragmented, and that he resurrected and fed the dying nation with the grace of God.

Tonyukuk inscription

In the inscription erected by the great statesman of the Second Eastern Turkic Khaganate, Vizier Tonyukuk, the historical
events of this period, the troubles for independence, the struggles and the successes of Tonyukuk are explained. Bilge
Tonyukuk states that he was enthroned by ilteris and Kapgan khan, and that the state became the state, the nation a nation
with them.

Script and transliteration differences between
Elegest and Orkhon (Kiil Tigin, Bilge Kagan
and Tonyukuk) inscriptions[251[16]

Yenisei (Elegest)| Goktirk (Orkhon)
I; me | N2 (ben) R (ben), % (men)
not D (yook) 4D (yok)

blue | BNY (kook) INY (kok)


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Common_Turkic_languages
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First Oghuric inscriptions

The key to the Proto-Turkic language is hidden in the Oghur group. Because if they had not migrated to the west and
formed a new group, it would not have been possible to go back this far in this language today. That's why inscriptions from
the Oghur group are also gold, even if they appeared much later than those of the Shaz group.

Many inscriptions belonging to these groups have been found, but unfortunately they have not been deciphered. The issues
that are tried to be resolved are still controversial. So much so that the complexity of the Danubian Bulgar inscriptions was
carried to the word of Iranian origin and formed the theory of Iranian Bulgars. The first deciphered inscriptions of the Oghur
group that we can understand were given by the Volga Bulgars in Arabic script. Although there are older texts, as we said, it
is difficult to analyze them.

Volga Bulgar inscriptions[17118]19]

Volga Bulgarian texts consist of tombstones that contain many Arabic words. It was written for the same purpose as the
Yenisei inscriptions, but the difference is that the Volga Bulgar inscriptions are written from the mouth of the person who
wrote it, not the mouth of the deceased. At the same time, the Volga Bulgarian inscriptions give the exact date of the death of
the deceased according to the Hijri calendar.

Volga Bulgarian texts dazzle with their proximity to Proto-Turkic. But unfortunately, today's Chuvash language has changed
this language a lot. Since the Volga Bulgarian inscriptions are tombstones that give full dates, most of the numbers can be
reached. Let's look at the numbers and examine how far Chuvash has moved away from the Volga Bulgar language.

Numbers in Volga Bulgar

Volga Bulgar22128]  chuvash[22l | Proto-Turkic?3!

one (b nép (pér) *bir
two S (ek) kK& (ikke) *eki
three zs (VEE) BUGGE (ViccE) ¢
four wlef (tivet) TABaTTA (tAvattd) | *tdrt
five 4 (0%1), Jb (blyel) | nmnnék (pillgk) *hél(k)
Six LJl (alti) yntTa (ultta) *alti
seven wli> (cyeti) cnuyé (Sicce) *yeti
eight S (sekir) cakkap (sakkar) | *sekif
nine ).zzjo (tuxir) Taxxap (tdhhar) | *tokur
ten ols (van) BYHHa (vunna) *on
twenty | ez (ciyirm) CUpéMm ($irém) *y egirmi
thirty by (vUttr) BaTap (vatar) *otur
forty > (Xirix) x&péx (héréh) *Kirk
fifty Sl (el anna (alla) *allig
hundred | ,¢3 (cUr) cép ($er) *y OF

It should be noted that some Volga Bulgarian texts were written in Shaz Turkic and in all respects they show the
characteristics of Shaz Turkic. Presumably, these texts do not belong to the Volga Bulgars, but to the Kipchaks who lived
around the Volga river at that time. Although these texts are included in the Volga Bulgarian texts, they cannot be included
in the language.

In one of the Volga Bulgarian texts, the prayer part was written in Shaz Turkic, the cause of death and the date part were
written in Volga Bulgarian Turkic. The text of the prayer is exactly the same as the prayer in the Kipchak Volga Bulgar
inscriptions and it is definitely a quote. This monument can be considered written in Bulgar language only in the part of the
cause of death and date.

References







Alphabet

Hi! Welcome to the Proto-Turkic alphabet.

Alphabet

Since Proto-Turkic is a configuration language like other proto-languages, it is expressed with Latin letters.



Pronunciation

Uppercase | Lowercase T
IPA value| Closest approximation

A a /a/ cacao

A a la:/ Same as above but longer
A a 13/ bird

A a o/ Same as above but longer
A 3 (unclear)

B b b/ bird

c o 1t/ check

D d /d/ dark

E e /el met

E é e/ Same as above but longer
E e le/ Australian bed

E e le:/ Same as above but longer
E ) (unclear)

G g 19/ guard

H h /h/ heart

I i fi/ Same as below but shorter
] T fiz/ see

i i i roses

i T fiz/ Same as above but longer
K k

L I

L i

M m

N n

N f

n n

(0] o]

0 o

o] o)

0 5

P p

R r

R f

S S

T t

U u

U] a

U] u

0 0

Y y

Unlike today's Turkic languages, there are no /z/ and /5/ sounds in Proto-Turkic. Instead, there are palatalized sounds /t/ and /
1/ whose later became /z/ and /3/ in Common Turkic, but /t/ and /I/ instead in Oghur languages. The letters (J j), however, are
usually used over (Y y).


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Phonetic_Alphabet

Diacritics

Carons

Carons on the letter {¢) is pronounced /tf/ as in charge.

Macrons

Vowel letters with lines on them give the same sound as letters without, but are pronounced long.

Dots

Dots below on the letters (@) and {(€) represents a schwa /3/ and a closed /e/, respectively.

Breves

The usage of breves on the letters (3) and (€) is unclear.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Phonology

Welcome to the Proto-Turkic pronunciation. More general explanation about pronunciations can be found at the previous
lesson.

Consonants
Bilabial Dental or Palatal Velar Glottal
alveolar
Plosives and Unvoiced *p *t eV |
affricate Voiced | *b *d *g
Sibilants *s *
Nasals *m *n *A)yni | *n
Lateral(s) | *() b
Liquids .
Rhotic(s) *r *(f) ¢
Semivowel *(y) ¥

There are no */[/ and */z/ phonemes in Proto-Turkic, instead, the phonemes are developed from */ and *#. The original
phoneme *# survives nowhere in modern Turkic languages, but for historical reasons (e.g. *ariar are derived from a lost root
*an-, c.f. *an-gi- > Kazakh aHbi3aK) it is reconstructed. In intervocalic and word-final positions, /b/, /d/, and /g/ was
pronounced as allophones /B/, /8/, and /¥/, respectively. Such allophones can be known from the descendants, like Turkish
dag < *tag "mountain”, deve < *tebe "camel", and ayak « *adak "foot". Additionally, /k/ are also pronounced as /q/
when adjacent to back vowels.

Vowels
front back
unrounded| rounded | unrounded rounded
high| *i =) *y *(i) % *U
mid | *(e) *e *(0) *g~ce | *(a) *o *0
low | *(e) *€ *(a) *a

All vowels contrast short and long vowels. Long vowels are indicated by macrons at top of vowels, so the long vowels
include (a), (@), (&), (€), (1), (1), (6), (8), (ii), and () orthographically. Also, some words are contrasted by vowel length,
for example *at "horse" vs. *at "name". Only a number of Turkic languages that use inherited vowel length, for example
Turkmen, Khalaj, or Yakut; note that Kyrgyz vowel lengths are formed through compensatory lengthening processes.

Stress

Proto-Turkic words are prototypically stressed in the last syllable (adak "foot", tabilgan "rabbit"), like almost all today's
Turkic languages. However, the negator suffix -ma/-me (placed between the stem and the tense ending), including its
irregular formation in the present tense -mar, -mer are always unstressed (k€lmedi "(he) not came", not k€redi); although
in Turkish even in Old Turkic the suffix -mez (< -mer) is always stressed, while in Chuvash makes these negative suffixes
became uniformly stressed. These suffixes will explained in the lessons 3: Basics (for -mer) and 8: Verbals (for -me).

In a verb clause sentence, the main stress is always on the item before the predicate. If the predicate is at the beginning, the
stress is on the predicate. Depending on this, the location of the items can of course change. E.g; The difference between Be
ebke tln keltim and Ebke t0n be keltim ("I came home at night.") is that the main stress is on tln in the first one and be
in the second, as in Ural-Altaic languages.[24] (Underlined items are predicates.)

The main stress in the noun clause is always in the predicate. E.g; Be ebe (turur) ("I am good."). However, if it is expressed
together with the verb turur, it becomes a verb clause and since turur can only come after the predicate in noun clauses, the
stress will automatically be in the same item. E.g; ebe (turur) be or ebe turur be. (never ebe b€ turur. If you make that
sentence, it will mean ebe b€ turur "good is me")


https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Proto-Turkic/Alphabet
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https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Proto-Turkic/Verbals

There is no special stress in monosyllabic words except adverbs.

Notes

Phonemes that cannot start a word

Such phonemes include d-, g-, I-, I-, m-, -, r-, and F-.125] In Proto-Turkic language, there is no letter g at the beginning of
the word. But sometimes some Altaic defenders have a g at the beginning of the word in Proto-Turkic, since there is a g at
the beginning of the word in Proto-Mongolic. These configurations are wrong. The g per word is just an Oghuz variation.

Whether there is a d at the beginning of the word is another matter of debate. Sometimes in some words we accept d at the
beginning of the word and the number *dOrt is one of them. But this is a very rare configuration.

o (6, 6, 0) at the second syllable

Except for the first syllable, there is no letter o in any syllable. The *d@mor configuration is an incorrect configuration. Its
correct configuration is *t@mur.

H
i
i Next Lesson: Pronouns and numbers
H

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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25.[1] (https://books.google.com/books?id=Z27i5CAAAQBAJ) The author, however, do not include d- and g- but
included n- (except in *ne "what").
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Pronouns and numbers

Welcome to your first Proto-Turkic lesson!

Pronouns

= |-*he /be/, *ben- /ben-/

= we - *bif /biri/

you (singular) - *se /se/, *sen- /sen-/
= you (plural) - *sif /siri/

= he/shelit - *ol /ol/, *an- /an-/

= they - *olar /olar/ (unclear)

Whether the Chuvash 3né derives from *ben or *be is a matter of debate. However, the word n becomes m when it is
suffixed in Chuvash and this phonetic change is not seen in sné (epé), indicating that it is more likely to derive from *be.
The pronoun *olar is unclear, since it was derived from *ol with a plural ending, Common Turkic have the reflexes of it, but
Chuvash has s€écem (vésem) instead (many plural endings of Proto-Turkic are disputed, see also the Plurality section of the
third lesson).

The fact that the word has not experienced m-n affinity in Tonyukuk inscription, Old Anatolian Turkish, Ottoman Turkish
and Turkish is proof that this is a sound development that developed later. Therefore, the letter b does not turn into m when
we add a suffix starting with n to the pronoun that starts with b. Also, pronouns ending in a vowel always take the n
consonant when adding suffixes.

= my - *be- > *benin /benin/

= our - *bif- > *bifnin /birinin/

= your - *se- > *senin /senin/

your (plural) - *sif- > *sifnin /sirinin/
him/her/its - *an- > *anin /anin/

their - *olar- > *olarnin /olarnin/ (unclear)

And unlike many other languages, there is no grammatical gender (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grammatical_gender) in
Proto-Turkic. So there is no distinction between he, she and it. There's only ol. And unlike modern Turkic languages, there
are no words like "am/is/are".

Numbers

Numbers in Proto-Turkic are in decimal basis, so the components for tens are often less clear, like suppletion between *eki
"two" and *yegirmi "twenty", or adding suffixes which unclear in meaning like *alti "six" and *altmil "sixty". To make
teens, simply add numbers after tens (*on bir "eleven", *on €ki "twelve", *on ¢ "thirteen", ...).

= one - *bir /bi:r/

= two - *eki /eki/

= three - *U¢€ /yt[/

= four - *dOrt /d@:rt~doe:rt/
= five - *bé&i(k) /be:li(k)/
= SiX - *alti /alti/

= seven - *yeti /jeti/

= eight - *sekif /sekirl/
= nine - *tokuf /tokuri/
= ten-*on /o:n/

= twenty - *yegirmi

= thirty - *otuf

= forty - *Kirk
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= fifty - *ellig

= sixty - *altmil

= seventy - *yetmil
= eighty - *sekif on
= ninety - *tokuf on
= hundred - *yQf

= thousand - *bin

In Proto-Turkic we provide questions with *ka- and *né-. In this case, the words *kanca and *nénce are used to ask how
much something is.

A: How much barley is there? - Kanca/nence arpa bar?

Next Lesson: Basics


https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Proto-Turkic/Basics

Basics

Welcome to the second lesson of Proto-Turkic!

Basics

Clauses

Verb clauses

Verb clauses are formed by adding a tense to the end of the verb. Let's consider the aorist suffix *-ur, *-irlt] and its
opposite *-mar, *mer2].

= | love horses. - Be atifig sebiir.
= My mother doesn't love him. - Anam ani sebmef.

However, in some Turkic languages like Turkish, Tatar, or even Old Turkic, this suffix was combined with another suffix *-
ar or *-ef to form unpredictable choice of aorist form.

Noun clauses

There are no noun clauses in Proto-Turkic. The verb to stand or to be (auxiliary) takes the suffix *-ur, *-iir in the present
tense, and noun phrases are provided in this way. If the sentence is positive, it may not take any verb or suffix.

= Henis a bird - Tiakigu kul (turur/eriir).
= Butter is not a fruit - Yag yémil¢ turmaf/ermefr.

Family members

= mother - *ana

= father - *atal3]

= girl, daughter - *Kif%

= boy - *&rl3

= son - *ogull®

= elder sister - *eke

= elder brother - *éCey

= younger sister - *sinil

= younger brother - *ini (unclear, perhaps Proto-Common-Turkic)
= bride - *kelinl’]

= son-in-law - *kiidegti

= aman's wife's younger sister - *baldif
» husbands of sisters - *bacanak

The reason why *ini is not clear is that it is not found in the Oghur group. Sometimes some words are reconstructed for
Proto-Turkic even though they are not found in Lir Turkic. These configurations include Proto-Common-Turkic, non-Lir
legacy configurations are not Proto-Turkic.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

! Next Lesson: Locative-ablative case and plurality
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Locative-ablative case and plurality

Welcome to the third lesson of Proto-Turkic!

Locative-ablative case

In Proto-Turkic, two different forms of the same suffix are used for locative and ablative: *-de for locative and *-den for
ablative. Or just *-de can be used for both cases.

= There is no work at home. - Ebde Ti& yok.
= | came from home. - Be ebde(n) kelti.

Since the personal pronoun is added to the end of the tense in today's Turkic languages, it is not obligatory to use the
personal pronoun. But in Proto-Turkic it is a must to use the personal pronoun to indicate who is doing the action. Because
in the Proto language there is no suffix denoting the subject. But in the past tense seen, it may be the privilege of this
situation. Because in Old Turkic there is am/is/are only for past tense and it matches with Chuvash.

Places in Proto-Turkic

= house - *ebl8]

= fireplace, tent - *6tagl¥
= hut, hovel - *kol

= sea - *tenifll

= lake - *k&I11]

= mountain - *tag[1?
= hill - *tepiil13]

= forest - *ormanl14

= swamp - *batgak(1®!
= seashore - *Kidig

Plurality

Indisputable suffixes

*f, *-if, *if, *-iif, *-uf(L®)

Plurality in Proto-Turkic is an imprecise issue. The suffixes used to indicate the plural in the Lir and Shaz group are different
from each other. However, there is an attachment that is specific for paired objects. It is used very rarely and although it
exists today, its uses are limited.

= we - *bif

= you (plural) - *sif

= twins - *ekif

= triplets - *UCUF

arrows - *okuf (origin of Oghur and Oghuz)

Disputable suffixes[l’]

*_lar, *-ler



The plural suffix in modern Turkic languages can be configured as *-lar, *-ler for Proto-Common-Turkic, but its presence
in Proto-Turkic is not clear. The suggested forms for Proto-Turkic differ from Proto-Common-Turkic. Even although, R6na-
Tas, Andras (1998) in his chapter The reconstruction of Proto-Turkic and the genetic question said that these suffixes exist in
Proto-Turkic with the Chuvash plural suffix -cem (-sem) being a late replacement.[lg]

The suffix -lar in today's Turkic languages may have been placed in Proto-Mongolic as -nar from Common-Turkic. The time
between Proto-Turkic and Proto-Mongolic is quite long. While Proto-Turkic dates back to 500 BCE, Proto-Mongolic can go
as far as 1000 AD. Therefore, not every word in Proto-Mongolic has to be in Proto-Turkic. While the Mongolic languages
lived their Proto times, the Turkic languages were already divided into groups.

*-t, *-It, *-it, *-ut, *-0t

Another suffix whose existence is controversial in Proto-Turkic is *-t. Although some linguists claim to have passed from
Mongolic, it is found in old Turkic a lot. It is related to *-/d/ in Proto-Mongolic and *-/ta/, *-/te/ in Proto-Tungusic. If it did
not pass through Mongolic, its presence in the Tungusic can be shown as evidence of its existence in Proto-Turkic.

= s0ns - *ogulut

*.n, *-an, *-en
Another plural suffix is now dead, except for the stereotyped words. But more examples are needed to prove it.

= s0ns - *ogulan
= flames - *Orten
= Kurykans - *kurikan (uncertain)
= cities, places - *orun (uncertain)

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Past tenses and vowel harmony

Welcome to the forth lesson of Proto-Turkic!

Past tenses

There are two forms of past tense in Proto-Turkic:

1. Past tense seen or clear (*-ti, *ti, *-di, *-di, *-tu, *-ti, *-du, *-dii)

The past tense, which we call the seen or clear past tense, is used when an event is encountered in the first degree. Even if it
is clear, you cannot use this past tense in the case of history that you are not contemporary with. The certainty that is meant
here is that the person is sure of what s/he sees. But this includes other sense organs. If you heard the sound of rain and you
are sure that it is rain, you can use this past tense, but if you learned from the television news that it is raining, you cannot
use this past tense even if you are sure of it. Another example; If you did not feel the earthquake, you cannot use this past
tense. This past tense is actually the first-order witnessing past. The reason why I call it so is that it is also refer to as the past
tense seen in Turkish.

= |trained — Yagmur yagti.
= S/he sit— Olturtu

Contrast in Proto-Turkic

Contrary to modern usages, as in Old Turkic and Volga Bulgar language, the soft consonants are followed by the strong
consonant form (-t-); strong consonants and vowels are followed by the soft consonant form (-d-).[lg]

= flew - *uédu
= walked - *yiridi
= went - *barti

Exceptions

If something has become an indisputable truth, this supplement can be used even if it is not witnessed. For example, it is not
wrong to use the past tense suffix when saying Edison invented the light bulb. But it is not wrong to use the other past tense
in the same way either.

2. Past tense heard or unclear (*-mil, *-mii)

The past tense heard is a past tense that we use when we witness any event at a second or higher degree. What is meant by
hearing is a partially obligatory term since no one was a first-degree witness in the event, but if you learned about an event
that you did not witness first-degree by using your sight on television or your hearing on the radio, you would still use this
past tense suffix. The term past tense heard is symbolic.

Its usage areas are also quite wide. This past tense is used in non-contemporary historical events. This suffix is used
necessarily in literary works such as fairy tales, epics and partially in literary works such as novels and stories. You also
often use this past tense suffix when gossiping with your friends. :)

= s/he knelt down - *¢6kmil
= s/he came - *kelmil

Past tense of past tense (*-mil erti, *-mii erti)
These two past tense suffixes can be combined for the past tense of the past tense. This suffix is defined as *-mil erti with *-

tur- (to stand) and *er- (to be (auxiliary)) in Proto and serves as the past of the past. The reason why it is not directly
combined with the affix *-ti is that the verb cannot take the tense a second time after taking the tense once.



= Firstof all, he observed you for me. - ilik seni benin t&iin terkemil erti.

Present tense of the past tense (*-mil turur, *-mil turur)

The present tense of the past tense is provided with *-tur- (to stand) and *er- (to be (auxiliary)) just like noun phrases.
Because the verb that takes the tense once, again cannot take the tense a second time.

In modern Turkish, while the past tense with *-mil is mostly used in colloquial language, *-mil turur is used instead of *-
mil in literature and history. Because values related to the past, such as the birth, achievements and death of someone, are
always the same characteristics that do not change.

» Mustafa Kemal Ataturk died in 1938. - Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk 1938(bin tokuf yGf otuf sekif)'de 6lmil turur.

Past tense of the present tense (*-iir ermil, *-ur ermil, *-r ermil, *-ur erti, *-ur erti, *-r erti)

The past tense of the present tense can be compared with the English used to tense. Usage distinctions are also distinguished
by first-order and two- or more-degree testimony.

= She used to come every day. - Ol barca kiin keliir erti.

= My mother used to go to my father's grave every day. - Anam baréa kiin atamnin yebegine barur ermil.

Past tenses in noun clauses

Non verbs cannot directly take past tenses. The verb Proto-Turkic *er- (to be (auxiliary)) takes the past tense suffix and with
it the meaning of the past tense is provided.

A: It was a house. - Eb erti.

B: No, brother/old man told (me). It was a hut. - Yok, écey tedi. Kol ermil.

Usages
Khalaj - . [21] 21 f22
[20] urkic - olga Bulgar - s, zL,
als Old Turkic - FARTNKRY Volga Bul 1R

Tulki N

téplikke DAYT A0S DN (¥R 4308 TEYTR

kirmez-erti, | ‘TTNB :THAXOE D820 ATNK 1 PWYJ 2535 Jol Jus ol Jsl pwldl S JI olelldlll oS5l
Original bipte [bi iHODLNS i ION DB TNk FRT o a3 wlis 7 U aiwls “das s alt alll 223 S .53

buta] B HON (PN (TMMB PBASS s o D03 o el ol el asllgs J& o5t

- s ot O piane > gl gl @l adlles J>
Sipirge PXIAL 1D PHAKOS: S l
vamig-arti.
Has - hen: A7Um: TahM2A-

(the text is :ﬁ:g?kﬁ&w%i-rgocc)iinr-nt'al ggkg; Al-hukmu li-Hlahi--aliyyi--kabiri Elyas awli Ismail awi

Transcription | ready Korir: i Tork: bodUn: ke %‘i a 1. Muhamad beliwi k" raxmatu-I-lahi ‘alayhi rahmat®"
PO writienin | KO [ it Tk bod i K3t DU | yaiaren tain-a yat! el altsi ¢al gl ayh isne

latin script) :abgagk:; ya:1a: .igikzi: nAI: KTNIN: KOOTP: | e, Cerimsen &iwna barsa velti.

The ng .| I'mBilge Tonyukuk. | was made (bom) | The judgment belongs to God the Most High, the Great

enter the | in the Chinese state. Turk tribes were | Elyas' son Ismail's son Muhamads (sepuichral)
English hole. s/h dependent on China. Before the Turk monument is this. The mercy of God, be upon him with
translation h‘;g’ti dz tribes could find a khan, they left China, | mercy abundant. According to history, it was seven

broon|1 o found a khan, (but) left the khan and hundred sixth year in the d"I-g%d® month. He died

her/his tail. | Eturned to China again. having gone to the Cerimsen water.

Personal inflection in past tense seen

In the Proto-Turkic language, the personal inflections only exists in certain tenses, including the past tense seen. It is an
inflection for person and numbers, so instead of using **be erti for synthetic tenses, Proto-Turkic has (be) ertim "I was"
(pronouns were optional!). We will explain these endings in Lesson 8: Verbals.
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Personal inflection in past tense

Singular| Plural

First Person *ertim *ertimif
Second Person | *ertin *entinif

Third Person *erti (unclear)

It differs in the first person plural in most modern Turkic languages such as Oghuz, Kipchak, Karluk branches. It uses the
component *-k instead (*ertik).

Usages
Kazakh - | o) 4 Turkic - TARTNRRYZ) Chuvash - Yagawna>!?”
KazaKuia Turkic - uvash - YaBawna
Bi3 6yriH INTEYT IPYTTR XN T4 OnaLLKMHUeH Bapa Wy Tcap Hymaii kéné TyHa TaTa Baii XyHa
Original KaTTbl (OHMHhD NP ¥ (theN (J¥D XbIGGAH UblaiiTaHna KETHE KyH GUTPE — 3Nup XpUCTMaHA LWbiBa
waplwagbiK. | usdxYN| - Mh: kéme nyntapramap. (Konocca 1:9, 10 Bynaca nap.)
Biz bugin €¢im: k3?n: birle: ilg®r: Yulagkingen vara sutsar numay kélé tuna tata vay xuna xi¢ccan
Transcription | gatty y3sll: 6gYz: s@ntun: yezika: cilaytanpa kétné kun citré — epir xristianla siva kéme
sarsadyq. tegi: stltdmiz: pultartamar. (Kolossa 1:9, 10 vulasa par.)
Endlish We are ve We drove the soldiers east to | Finally, after prayerfully asking Jehovah for help and striving to
gush : Y| the Green Oguiz Shantung make changes, that memorable day came and we were baptized
translation tired today. A - )
plain with my uncle Kagan. (read Colossians 1:9, 10).

Vowel Harmony

Vowel harmony is an important feature in Proto-Turkic. Most Turkic languages, except Uzbek, preserved the feature. That
is, words with final back vowels are always suffixed with back vowel variants, never front variants, and vice versa. Unlike
Korean, Finnish, Hungarian, and Mongolian, there is no neutral vowels in Proto-Turkic. It specifically means that:

= Words with the last vowel in a, a, I, 0, and u always take suffixes with back vowel variant.
= Words with the last vowel in e, €, i, 6, and ( always take suffixes with front vowel variant.

= |f the suffix has rounded variants, words with the last vowel in 0 and u always take back unrounded variant,
while 6 and 4 always take back unrounded variant.

Many suffixes has two variants, back or front variants. The Proto-Turkic suffixes are usually has final low vowels (-A-) or

(both rounded and unrounded) high vowels (-X-), but also sometimes rounded high vowels alone (-U-), as in the case of the
suffix *-ur, and sometimes unrounded high vowel vowels alone (-I-).

Vowel table (long vowels are not included)

Front vowels Back vowels
Unrounded | Rounded | Unrounded | Rounded

Last vowels e ei 0, U a ar o, u
Low vowel (-A-) -e- -a-
Twofold suffixes (-U) -(i- -u-
High vowel

) - -

Fourfold suffixes (-X-) -I- -U- -i- -u-
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Sample noun inflection

L Accusativel2°] Locative
Nominative
Always: Never: Always: Never:
"NOUN" "the noun" (definite object)| "at, in, the noun"
*adak "foot" | *adakni **adakni *adakda | **adakde
*eb "house” *ebni **ebni *ebte **abta
*6l "lake” | *k6lni | **k6lnu, *kéInii | *kOlte *+kOBlta
*yol "road" *yolni | **yodInd, **ydlnu *yolta **yQlte

Sample verb inflection

Imperative | Present tense Past tense

"vers!" "verBing" "versed"
*al "take!" *alur *alti
*kel "come!" *kellir *kelti
*bol "be!” *bolur *boltu
*6l "die!" *6lur *olth

In the next lessons, you will see -A-, -I-, -U- and -X- for the suffixes' names instead.

Further discussion for the accusative case can be found at Lesson six: Genitive, accusative and dative cases.
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Vocabulary

Welcome to fifth lesson in Proto-Turkic, wikibooks!

Vocabulary

The fact that the Lir group still has a living language keeps its vocabulary wide for Proto-Turkic. Although there are
different configurations, they are close to each other. This takes us to a language very close to Xiongnu Turkic.

However, it is necessary not to rely on the Common Turkic and Altaic configurations made unconsciously. In this way, you
can prevent information pollution.

The four elements in Proto-Turkic

» water - *subl27]
= earth - *toprak
= fire - *ot[28]
= wind - *yel

The words are short for the peoples who lead a nomadic life in the steppes of East Asia. Due to this lifestyle and various
factors, people have formed words with one or two syllable roots. Long words are only provided with suffixes. Food and
animal names are also made up of short words.

Foods in Proto-Turkic

= wheat - *bodagay!2®

= barley - *arpal3¥

= millet - *tarig[3X]

= egg - *yumurtkal3?

= salt - *taf

= Onion - *sogan

= hen - *tiakigu

= meat - *et

= milk - *sQt

= honey - *bal

= butter - *yag

= cherry - *yidge (complicated)3]
= strawberry - *yidgelek (complicated)[33]
= bird cherry - *yimurt

= fruit, vegetable - *yémilé

In today's Turkic languages, an old Common-Turkic word *¢iye and Proto-Turkic *yidgelek are blended. Therefore, there is
confusion in inheritances.

Animals in Proto-Turkic

» horse - *4t[34

= foal - *kulum

= cow - *ingek(3®!
= calf - *bufagul38]
= dog - *it

= wolf - *hOrii



= fox - *tilkii

= ox - *okiifl37]

= bull - *bukal3®l

= worm - *kart

= bird - *kul

= small bird - *torgay

= hawk, falcon - *kirguy
= aquila fulva, eagle - *burkiit
= fish - *balik

= sheatfish - *yayin

= carp - *safgan

= lion - *arsilan[3%

= snake - *yllan

= mosquito - *sinek[4°!
= wasp, bee - *ari

= beetle - *konuf

= insect - *bOg

= elk - *bulan

= he-goat - *teke

= sheep - *sarik

= donkey - *elgek (felégek)

Animals have a very wide range in this language. It's not strange at all, considering the years it was spoken.

H
i Next lesson: Genitive, accusative and dative cases
i

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

References



https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Proto-Turkic/Genitive,_accusative_and_dative_cases

Genitive, accusative and dative cases

Welcome to sixth lesson of Proto-Turkic!

Genitive and Possessive cases

Genitive case (*-nin)/*]

We have already mentioned the genitive case in lesson one. The suffix *-nly gives us the genitive case.

Possessive case

The important thing here is how you will provide the possessive case. Because there are six different forms according to the
pronoun. It takes *-Xm for first person singular, *-Xy for second person singular, *-XmX# for first person plural, *-XnpXr
for second person plural, the forms *-sI and *-I for both third person singular and third person plural. Unlike Turkish or
Azerbaijani, there is no separate third person plural possessive suffix.

First person singular (*-Xm, *-m)[42]

= My father - Benin atam
= My dog - Benin itim

= My horse - Benin atim
= My arrow - Benin okum
= My ox - Benin 6kufiim

If you are confused about vowel harmony, please go back to the previous fourth lesson.

Second person singular (*-Xn, *-r))[43]

= Your father - Senin atan
= Your dog - Senin itin

= Your horse - Senin atin
= Your arrow - Senin okun
= Your ox - Senir okifin

First person plural (*-XmX#, *mX#)44]

= Qur father - Bifnin atamif
= QOur dog - Bifnin itimif

= Our horse - Bifnin atimif

= Qur arrow - Bifnin okumuf
= Our ox - Bifnin okuftimuif

Second person plural (*-XnXf, *-nXf¥)

= Your father - Sifnin atanif
= Your dog - Sifnin itinif

= Your horse - Sifnin atinif

= Your arrow - Sifnin okunuf

= Your ox - Sifnin okifinaf

Third person singular and plural (*-sl, *[)[4°]
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It takes the suffix *-sI after the vowel and *-I after the consonant. Twofold suffix is only available in third person
possessive. In Oghur, however, final vowels are deleted before adding the suffix -i, as opposed to the rest of Turkic (ana —
ane-i — ani, ebnin ani).

= Ebnin anasi - mother of the house

= Dabulnun adaki - the end of the storm
= Elignin abuci - palm of hand

= EKk(K)ifnin étiki - boot(s) of twins

It is not necessary to have the genitive suffix in the third person. (e.g; eb anasi - mother of the house, dabul adaki - the end
of the storm). If exists, such forms is only exist paradigmatical category.

Accusative and Dative cases

One of the complex subjects in Proto-Turkic is accusative and dative cases. Because these cases may vary if they have the
possessive suffix.

So let's start with accusative.

Accusative case (*-nl)46]

In the Oghur group, both in Volga Bulgarian and Chuvash, accusative and dative are provided with the same suffixes. This
of course creates confusion for linguists. But the fact that both cases watch as close attachments brings us to a configuration.
In early Proto-Turkic, this suffix would be *-nlg, if the last letter isn't a later mongolic appendage, in Mongolic *-nig.

= me (accusative) — beni
= house (accusative) — ebni

The accusative case, which comes after the third person possessive suffix in some Common-Turkic languages, is added
without the i letter. But it was probably a Shaz variant. That's why we don't experience any changes when it takes a
possessive suffix. In this context, accusative is not as complex as dative.

= his/herl/its house — anin) ebini

Dative cases (-kA)7]

Dative case is configured as *-kA.

= to the wall - *tamka
= to the sea - *tenifke

The letter k falls after the first, second and third possessive suffixes, it only takes the -a suffix in many Turkic languages but
Yenisei Kyrgyz inscriptions and also modern Kyrgyz language don't have this change, shows that it was developed later.
There's nothing different.

= to my sword - benin kilicimka
= to your bow - Senin yayinka

Initial in Proto-Turkic

If suffixes that start with a consonant come in a word that ends with a monosyllable and a vowel, they take the n consonant
unless the initial letter is n, and in this context *b@ becomes *ben. In Shaz Turkic, *ben has become stereotyped and has
taken the place of *be.

= at me — *bente
= from you — *senten
= to me — *benke



Same situation also applies to words with third-person possessive suffixes.

ez

from the border of wall — tamnin kidigindan
to his/her/its house — anin ebinke

It would not be correct to say that these configurations are correct, as there is only -ne form in the Lir group. But what we
have can lead us to this configuration at most. The probability of it being correct is therefore quite high.

_____

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Suffixes used to create new words with new meanings

Welcome to seventh lesson of Proto-Turkic.

Languages belonging to the Altaic group are agglutinative languages. New words are always born from roots.

Suffixes that make nouns (or adjectives, adverbs) from a verb

In order to define the suffixes that make nouns from the verb, we first need a root verb. Nouns (or adjectives, adverbs)
formed by this method are in close meaning with the root verb.

* Xk

Here are some examples:

*ura- (“to be taller, to be longer”) — *urak (“far; long (time), late™)
*kici- (“to tickle”) — *kicik (“itching, tickling”)

*tire- (“to support”) — *tirek (“support”)

*sogi- (“to get cold”) — *sogik (“cold”)

*.Xnl2

Here are some examples:

*kel- (“to come”) — *keélin (“bride”)

*yari- (“to shine”) — *yarin (“morning, tomorrow”)
*gy- (“to jump”) — *oyun (“game”)

*tiit- (“to smoke, reek”) — *tiitiin (“tobacco, smoke™)

*.gUL

*bur- (“to bend”) — *burgu (“trumpet, horn; pipe (of a plant)”)

See dead verbs for more.

* X4l

*yum- — *yumul (“work”) (from a dead verb, perhaps from *yum- (“to round”))

The same suffix also has a different function. But that is the subject of Suffixes that make verbs from a verb.
*_Ug

*kam- (“to gather”) — *kamug (“all, together”)

*agri- (“to ache, hurt”) — *agrig (“ache, pain)

*kopiir- (“dead verb”) — *kopiiriig (“bridge”)

*-gAk



*bat- (“to sink; to fit into, get into”) — *batgak (“swamp, marsh”)

See dead verbs for more.

Suffixes that make nouns (or adjectives, adverbs) from a noun

Some suffixes of this type do not change the meaning, and most suffixes have meanings very close to the root.

*.|glo]

Here are some examples:
*el (“hand”) — *elig (“hand”)

*siar(i) (“yellow, white”) — *siarig (“yellow, white)

*|Xglél

It corresponds to the -ful suffix in English.

Here are some examples:

*k ¢ (“power”) — *kUchiig (“powerful”)

*kopiir (“bridge”) — *képiirliig (“bridge-ful, with bridges”)

*us (“mind”) - *uslug (“well-behaved, mind-ful”)

*el (“hand”) — *ellig (“fifty; with hand”)

You can give the same meaning by adding this suffix to any word you want. But of course you can't get a new number by

adding it to numbers. :) This is only for the number fifty.

*-sXfl7]

It corresponds to the -less suffix in English.

*k (& (“power”) — *k (CsiiF (“powerless”)

*kopiiriig (“bridge”) — *képiirtigsiir (“bridgeless, without bridges”)
*us (“mind”) — *ussur (“mindless, without mind”)

You can give the same meaning by adding this suffix to any word you want.

*IXKI8]

It corresponds to the -ness suffix in English.

*k Gcliig (“powerful”) — *k Uchiigliik (“powerfulness”)
*be (“I, me”) - *benlik (“me-ness, my pair of shoes”)
*kara (“black, dark”) — *kara(n)lik (“darkness™)

*it (“dog”) — *itlik (“dogness, dog's pair of shoes™)

*yubka (“thin, slender, unsubstantial”) — *yubkalik (“thin-ness, slender-ness”



You can give the same meaning by adding this suffix to any word you want.

v

*-Cl
This suffix is identical to the English suffix -er.

*s Gt (“milk”) - *sGtéi (“milkman”)

¢ (“work”) — *lééi (“worker”)
*oyun (“game”) - *oyunci (“gamer”)

= *sub (“water”) — *sub¢i (“water seller”)

*XnéI®
Creates ordinal numbers from cardinal numbers.

The structure of this suffix may have been provided by the fact that the word takes the previous *-¢I suffix after taking the
instrumental.

*bir (“one”) — *birinci (“first”)
*ic (“three”) — *iciinci (“third”)
*alti (“six”) — *altinci (“sixth”)

It just makes the noun an adjective. For example, it cannot be used as "**birin¢i ke€ltim (I came first)". It should be used as
follows: "*birinci bolsa keltim (I came as being first)". Or there is the word *il(i)k, which you can use in the same sense,
although it does not mean exactly the same on its own. (e.g: *il(i)k keltim, I came before).

Suffixes that make verbs from a verb

Such suffixes can answer questions such as who is performing the action, whether it is one person or more than one person,
without a second additional sentence. They don't change the meaning of the verb, they just add.
*.XI-

This appendix indicates that the action was performed by more than one person. The same sentence can be made without
this suffix, but this suffix saves extra words. You can get this meaning by adding this suffix to any verb you want.

It is also sometimes used to mean doing something by oneself.

But it died in Chuvash, except for formulaic words. The Chuvash, the only representative of the Lir group, uses the Shaz
form. Therefore, it is not clear what purpose it was used in Proto-Turkic.

*tab- (dead verb) — *tabil- (“to run”)

We infer the existence of this verb in Proto-Turkic from the existence of the Lir form in Para-Mongolic. There is also the
possibility that the verb is root.

*XnN-, *n-, *Xl-, -I-

1. Indicates that a job is done by itself
2. Creates the passive state

First of all, this can be a bit difficult for non-native speakers to understand. Because the use of these suffixes varies
according to the consonant in the last letter.



If the consonant in the last letter is t or n, it always takes the suffix *-Il. If the consonant in the last letter is I, it always takes
the suffix *-In. However, other consonants may vary from Turkic languages to Turkic languages and are irregular. It has
been observed that in Turkish, vowel endings always have -n suffix and no -I suffix. On the contrary, the Kazakh word
bastaw takes the suffix -I and the new verb becomes bastalw. Since there is no -I suffix in Turkish, baslamak became
baglanmak.

In general, *-In is used more like in the first item, and *-Il more like in the second item. In some verbs, a suffix can provide
both clauses. For example, since the word *kat- ends with the letter ¢, it cannot take the suffix *-In and necessarily provides
both with *-I1.

*seb- (“to love, like”) — *sebil- (“to be loved, liked (by)”), *seb- (“to love, like”) — *sebin- (“rejoice in oneself”)
*ker- (“to stretch”) — *keril- (“to be stretched (by)”), *ker- (“to stretch”) — *kerin- (“give oneself a stretch”)
*en- (“to go down”) — *enil- (“to be gone down (by); to go down on one's own”)

*at- (“to throw”) — *atil- (“to be thrown (by); to throw on one's own”)

*al- (“to take”) — *alin- (“to be taken (by); to take on one's own”)

*-tUr, *-t

This suffix provides the meaning of making someone do it.

*ol- (“to become”) — *oltur- (“to make someone be; to sit”)

*kel- (“to come”) — *kéltiir- (“to make something/someone come; to bring”)
*ol- (“to die”) — *¢ltiir- (“to make someone die; to kill”)

*seb- (“to love”) — *sebtiir- (“to make someone love”)

If it is multiple syllables, it takes the suffix *-t.

*semir- (“to fatten”) — *semirt- (“to make something fatten”)

*oki- (“to read”) — *okit- (“to make someone read”) (Shaz)

If the last letter is t or n, it does not take the letter t even if it is multiple syllables, it takes the form *-tUr.
*@lit- (“to hear”) — *élittiir- (“to make something hear”)

*sebin- (“to love oneself”) — *sebintiir- (“to make someone love oneself”)
The word can take from these suffixes twice.

*k éltiir- (“to make something come; to bring”) — *keéltiirt- (“to make someone make something/someone come; to make
someone bring”)

*oltiir- (“to make someone die; to kill”) — *éltiirt- (“to make someone make someone die; to make someone kill”)
Let's explain with a few examples since it seems confusing.

S/he died. - Ol 6ltii.

S/he killed him. - Ol ani éltiirtii.

S/he had her killed by him. - Ol ani anka éltiirtdii.

*~mA-

By adding this suffix to the verbs, the meaning of negation is provided.



= *seb- (“to love, like”) — *sebme- (“to not love, not like”)
= *par- (“to go”) —» *harma- (“to not go”)

See next lesson 8: Verbals for more information about negation suffix.

Suffixes that make verbs from a noun

*|A-

Here are some examples:

*tip (dead noun) — *tipla- (“to listen; to hear; to consider, meditate)
*ap (“intelligence”) — *apla- (“to understand; to hear; to discern™)
*ylg (“weeping, crying”) — *ylgla- (“to weep, cry”) (Proto-Shaz)

*ab (“hunt”) — *abla- (“to hunt”) (Proto-Shaz)

*.]An-

It is provided by the previously mentioned *-lA- and *-n-. This suffix gives the meaning of to have (something). Here are
some examples:

*eb (house) — *eblen- (“to have a house; to marry™)

*ab (“hunt”) — *ablan- (“to have a hunt”) (Proto-Shaz)

*Ar-, *-r-

This suffix gives the meaning of to turn (something). It seems to be used only in colors. Here are some examples;
*k Ok (blue) — *kOker- (“to turn blue”)

*kara (black) — *karar- (“to turn black™)

*siarig (yellow, white) — *siarigar- (“to turn yellow, white)

*_g A_

Here are some examples:

*ker (dead noun) — *kérge- (“to need”)

*em (“dead noun”) — *emge- (“to suffer, be tortured”)

Sometimes this verb takes a noun suffix and becomes a noun again, but the suffix *-gAk added to verbs and *-gA- added to
nouns should not be confused with each other. For example, *bat- is a verb and becomes a noun by taking the suffix *-gAk.
But *keér is a noun, and it becomes a verb by taking the suffix *-gA-, and then it becomes a noun again by taking the suffix
*-k. In Lir, same noun takes the *-1Ig verb deriavtional suffix from noun.

Dead Verbs

Dead Verbs


https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Proto-Turkic/Verbals

We come across dead verbs from time to time in Proto languages. A noun has taken the noun suffix from the verb lives, but
the root verb dies when it is not needed enough. Any root used in ancient inscriptions may no longer survive.

Even after splitting into branchs, new roots can be developed. For example, ¢ekmek (to pull) used only by the Oghuz and
Arghu today may be a late formation. While havlamak (to bark) in Turkish can be associated with the sound of dogs, the
word iirtimek (to bark) should have been used more often than havlamak. Because iiriimek comes from Old Turkic iir- (to
blow) and compare to Mongolic uri- (to blow). This shows that there is a new root born in Anatolia. That's how verbs don't
just die, sometimes new roots can be born no matter what century you're in.

Here are some dead verbs from Proto-Turkic language:

*dole- — *dolek (“tranquil, sedate, quiet™)

*topra- (“to turn into dust, dry out”) — *toprak (“earth, soil”)
*stin- (“to battle, war”) — *siingii (“lance, spear”)

*bura- (“to bear a calf”) — *buragu (“calf”)

*kiide- — *kiidegii (“bridegroom, son-in-law”)

*tiaki- — *tiakigu (“hen”)

*yum- — *yumul (“work”)

*in- — *ingek (“cow”

*el-(lelc-) — *elgek (“donkey”)

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

i Next Lesson: Verbals
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Verbals

Welcome to eighth lesson of Proto-Turkic!

In the previous leasons, we learned about the verb tense suffixes like *.mlIf, *-dI, or *-Ur, but in this lesson we will learn
more verb suffixes.

Verbal Nouns

*mAKk, *-mA
They exist so that we can use the verb in a noun clause.

= |wantto go - Be barmakni/barmani k(isedi.

= Everbody wants to be loved - Bar kili sebilmekni/sebilmeni klser.

= Staying is harder than leaving - Kialma(k), k&(y)time(k)den kati.

= Isn'tit easy to getinto a heart? - Kdynilke kirme(k) kenes ermef mi?
However, *-mA form is the same as *-mA- negation suffix, and since both are for verbs, sometimes the meaning distinction
can only be made by reading the sentence or by hearing the accent (or tone). You can also use both at the same time. For

example; sebmeme ("to not loving"), barmama ("'to not going").

Modern usage

Turkish - Anadolu Tiirkcesi Chuvash - ‘-IE-'JBaLuna[l]
Original Eve gitmek/gitmeyi istedim Cyncem xaiiceHHe uneccé, BaTa CbIHCEHe, TEH, yTMA, CMe Tata MEH Te
¢clnk{ burada kéti anilarim var. ny/IvH acpa TbiTMa liblBapTapax Ta iblBapTapax nysca nbipatb.
T L (the text is already written in Culsem xaysenne ilegg€, vata ¢cinsene, ten, utma, cime tata meén te pulin
ranscription . : = = .
latin script) aspa titma yivartarax ta yivartarax pulsa pirat'.
English | wanted to go home because | As the years take their toll, older ones may find it increasingly difficult to
translation have bad memories here. walk, eat, and remember.
Verbal Adjectives

2
*g An[ ]
Indicates how through the verb.

= dog who love me - beni sebgen it

= falcon that snatches its hunt - abini kapgan kirguy
= the fish that eaten by - yéngen balik

Usage notes

Sometimes verbal adjectives turn into an adjective pronoun and become stereotyped for one thing. For example; *sic- (“to
shit”) + -gan — *sicgan (“(someone) who shit”) became stereotyped for rat, mouse; *tabil- (“to run”) + -gan — *tabilgan
(“(someone) who run”) became stereotyped for hare.

In some of modern Turkic languages, this suffix changed its meaning to past tenses (indefinite value, but also sometimes
used as past participles).



Original

Transcription

Volga Bulgar - s, zLJI 3

JS| u|uJo oJl.a.C L).o.MJ.LKu.La Ul' Qo.alz.l?—
JUls2s 080 BBx soll ilss

Golemasemne sewen mesjidsemne gemaret
tanan ekilé xayratli, eliwi bereketlii Miin
Suwar yall.

Who loved the scholars, who built mosques,

Volga Bulgar - s, lalJI B

ale lll 4555 3 53l ST 333

Old Turkic - FARTNHRY

MMLY (NOQ DXKOS (NOTY 30
FRT 48 [THAGS D820 (DT

K'y'k yiy, tab'sg?n vyt olYrur
ertimiz. BodUn bogUzi tk ©rti.

We used to eat deer, eat rabbit

old Turkic - FARTNHRY

SNAN G NINXRY TR
MDD (TR

Kyrgyz - Kbiprbizdya

CeH Yyiire kenreHge MeH
cara Tamak xacaraH agam
60/160/iM.

Sen Ulygo kelgende men
saga tamak jasagan adam
bolboym.

English . 1 ; X | won't be the one who cook
translation gracious, benefactor, from the clan of Miin- and sit. The throats of the tribes for you when you get home.
Suvar. were full.
*dUk
Synonym of *-gAn.
Usages

Turkish - istanbul Tiirkcesi

Gidilmedik, bakilmadik yer kalmadi
ama bir adim dahi ilerleyemedik.

onginal )y Tgl;? @Jbl‘sji J[_; ¥ 0Ll aa25 TIN NNAN N N@MED | Aramaya basladigimizda nerede isek

ol ulsS eis @ . P‘J’-’ FHYN yine ayni o yerdeyiz.

Avran awli Wurum Alib beltiwi ku. Raxmetu- P S

api . AN o m e8I AT Bilm®diik'n U¢un; biz'ne ) . . )
Transcription I-lahi ‘alayhi raxmat®" wasiat®" dunya-ran anidukin. vazindukin (The text is already written in Latin
P safar tanruwi tarix-a jiyéti jadr toxir jal Rajab y '] @ a y"l A script)

ayxi wanim kiwen et'. uctin k%g"ni olti.

This is the monument of Avréan's son Wurum E'és dlizivt?(lﬁgv?ecause There is no place that we did not go,
Enalish Alib. The mercy of God, be upon him with because he as ron that we did not look, but we could not

gish mercy abundant, the day that he cruised au Was Wrong |, 4jvance even one step. We are in the

translation against us, because he

same place where we were when we
started the search.

from world was tenth day of Rajab month in

the year seven hundred nine. became alienated from

us.

See lesson: 12 to clear up confusion in usages.

Verbal Adverbs

*sA

1. This suffix gives the verb the meaning of "by ...
2. Gives the meaning of "if". (preposition)

ing, while ...ing".

In today's Turkic languages, the meaning of the verbal adverb has lost its existence by being overshadowed by the new
suffixes. But the old Shaz Turkic inscriptions, Volga Bulgar inscriptions and Chuvash language prove that this meaning
belongs to Proto-Turkic. Let's base it on a few examples of these uses.

While/by ...ing
Volga Bulgar - . 7 x [8]
-1 1y 16 Old Turkic - FARTNKRY Chuvash - Yasawna
sy ELI
o . . . . . . . Mép Cyp cexeTpeH,— Kasiaca napatb
- o T€HCPATRITR (M8 (M MEPED (TN (TTR -

Original 33‘”_ et T o33 0 ' ' PoHAa,— LEHTP naTHe MallmHa nbipca Tayé

=5 o4 : Te YHTaH BMGE TaBaH Tyxpé.

.y | P TP ST, Ca e Pér cur sexetren,— kalasa parat' Ronda,—
Transcription bCarrlsrzsvir;tig,lv na EI(; k'ﬁ' )é 0 !s v og's!, boduni, bistikine t°gi tsentr patne masina pirsa tace te untan
: 1$am=z “rmis. vigé tavan tuxre.

Endlish He died while A person does not Kill his son, his tribe, his Rhonda recalls(by recalling): “About half an
trar?sl ation going to the cradle by being mistaken. (second or more- hour later, three brothers got out while a car

Cerimsen water.

degree past tense, it's a proverb)

coming into the center.”


https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Proto-Turkic/Converbs_and_sentence_formation

When the meaning of 'if' is meant, a Farsi word eger can be added to the beginning in modern languages.

If (not a verbal)

Turkish - Anadolu Turkgesi Kazakh - Kasakuwa Chuvash - Yasauu na[g]
Original (Eger) gelmeyecek( i)sen senin (Erep) meHi cyiiceH, (9xep) KAcakNa kéHeke KypcaccaH
9 yerine ben gidebilirim. cesimiHAi ganenge. TapxaclluaH MaHa Baniv un.
Transcription (the text is already written in latin (Eger) meni siysef, (Exer) kasakla kéneke kursassan
P script) sezimifidi dalilde. tarxassan mana valli il.
English If you won't come, | can go instead | If you love me, prove your If you see an interesting book, please buy it
translation of you. feelings. to me.

Negation in verb clauses

*mA-
1. Negating the verb (as in "l don't come")

Like the section above, do not to be confused with *-mA in the sense of verbal nouns. Contrary to the rule that Proto-Turkic
words were stressed in the last syllable, in many of Turkic languages, *-mA- are always unstressed while as the verbal noun
are always stressed (i.e. sebme, "don't love (it)", sebme, "to love"). To make negation to other tenses, place this suffix
between the verb's stem and the tense ending (sebmedi "(he) don't love (it)", sebmemil "(he's) seems not love (it)").

However, when negating the present tense (-Ur), it becomes *-mA¥F, with irregular palatalization on final -r — -7 (it is
already explained on the previous lesson 2: Basics). However, some languages featured alteration between Common Turkic
-z (< -F) : -r, as in Turkmen gelmerin "I don't come": gelmez "he doesn't come". This alteration is because the palatalization
on final -r- affected by unstressed -i, the third-person singular copula suffix for verbs (see section below), in early times:
sebmér-I — sebméri > sebmér.

Copula

Unlike the English verb be, Proto-Turkic has multiple copulas, but not conjugated as one suppletive verb. Bolma(k) is the
regular verb for "to be", while erme(k) is the auxiliary verb. However, the latter verb is defective, usually only exists in
positive clear and unclear past tenses (erdi, ermil), conditional (erse), negative present (ermer) (this tense exists in languages
such as Uzbek, Uyghur, Kazakh, Kyrgyz, Salar...) and the verbal adjective (ergen). However, the auxiliary one was likely
fully conjugated in Old Turkic, as in the present form ertir.

In addition to those verbs, we can use personal pronouns after the noun or adjective. Copulas can also left without overt
marking (tenif kOk "the sea is blue", note the absence of "is"), a rule of zero copula, which happens in many languages.
Also in the third person singular, the verb form turur (< turma(k) "to stand") is also used for emphasis.

*it ben/be "I'm (a/the) dog"
*it sen/se "you're (sg.) (a/the) dog"
*it (ol), it turur "he's (a/the) dog"
*it bif "we're (a/the) dog"
*it sif "you're (pl.) (a/the) dog"

*it olar (unclear) "they're (a/the) dog"

To negate nouns or adjectives, add ermer into front of them, except as we said before this form only exists in some
languages.

*it ermef | "he's not (a/the) dog"

The another choice is using degiil plus forms of erme(k) or bolmak (for forms unfilled by former except present tense,
negative forms of both verbs were excluded, however as we said before in Old Turkic the former verb was fully
conjugated). It is found in all branches except Lir. Therefore, we cannot include it in the Proto-Turkic language, but Proto-


https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Proto-Turkic/Basics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/suppletion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/zero_copula

Shaz-Turkic.

*it degiil "he's not a dog"
*it degiil erti "he was not a dog"

*it degil bolmalig/ermeli

(discussed in the next lesson) he should not a dog

Verbal "copula”

Verbal copulas are inflections for number and person. It only exists in the clear past and conditional tenses, but because we
have explained it in previous lessons in the case of past tense, it will not explained in this section.

Most tenses, however, are not inflected for person and number, it is again done by adding personal pronouns after verb
forms as in above (kéliir ben "1 come"), except turur is not allowed in the third person singular, unlike nouns or adjectives.

However, certain tenses, including the tenses past seen, negative present, conditional, are inflected for person and numbers.
Unlike other tenses, these tenses do not require pronouns after the verbs. The set of endings were initially similar to that of
possessive ones, except there is no -sI allophony in the third person (he/she/it/they). Because of this, instead of expected
forms **kelti ben and kelse ben you will found keltim and kéelsem instead (however, the analytic alternative forms for
kelsem, kelse ben is found in Old Turkic).

Components

Subject pronoun

(English) | Suffix
| -m
you al!
he/shelit/they -@
we -mXf
you (plural) -nXf

Historically, the third person form ends in **-I, but later unmarked (- meant being unmarked). However, this ending
preserved in -mAr (negative present, plus the unstressed **-I) and -gAy (either future or optative tense, it will explained in
future lessons). However, the latter suffix always requires pronouns and does not have synthetic inflection (there is no such
expected **-gAm, **-gAn, **-gAmXF, ...), while the former one is added here due to Turkmen alteration in the section
above (that is, the inflections were originally **-mArXm, **-mArXp, ..., note depalatalization of final -7-).

The first person plural ending in most languages, including the Oghuz, Karluk, Kipchak branches, however used the ending
-k instead of -mX¥.

i Next lesson: Optatives, necessitatives and questions
H

References
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Optatives, necessitatives and questions

Welcome to the nineth lesson of Proto-Turkic!

Optatives

Optative is a controversial subject in Proto-Turkic, as they only exists in some languages.

*-gA (Shaz)

The optative meaning is used by the suffix -gA. In some languages including Old Uyghur and Tuvan, this suffix were
further compounded by the archaic demonstrative pronoun *I (follows vowel harmony) to form -gAy (it originally inflected
for numbers and persons, but later become an uninflected tense).[lo] In Old Turkic, this suffix was repurposed as the future
tense suffix. The optative suffixes only exist in some Turkic languages, including Turkish, Khorasani Turkic, and Tuvan.

= *seb- (“to love, like"”) — *sebge(y) (“may (s/he) love, like”")

= *har- (“to go") -~ *barga(y) (“‘may (s’/he) go”)

*-glttl (Lir)

Attested as -€4u€ in Chuvash, this optative suffix is reconstructed through regular sound changes (note with the sporadic
geminates).

Necessitatives

The meaning of necessity is provided by *-lig and *-me, which we mentioned in the last two lessons.

*-mAIIgm]
This suffix somehow lives only in Oghuz and Oghur languages.
= *seb- (“to love, like”) — *sebmelig (“(s/he) should love, like”)
= *har- (“to go”) » *barmalig (“(s/he) should go”)
It is a noun clause for Turkmen and Chuvash languages. Therefore, it takes the suffixes that make the noun clause negative.

= *sebmelig (“(s/he) should love, like”) — *sebmelig ermefr (“(s/he) should not love, like”)

= *harmalig (“(s/he) should go”) — *barmalig erme¥ (“(s/he) should not go”)

Modern usage

Azerbai jani - Az_arbaycan Turkmen - Tiirkmenge Chuvash - l—IéBauma[lZ]
tiirkcasi
Original Bu oyunu gazanmaltyam. Oy isimi ertire cenli MMpe MEHNe NUTE KMPNE EC XyLUHA TaTa Gak €G GiHe
tamamlamaly. NnVpeH MeHne nax-manna?

Transcription (the text is already written | (the text is already written Pire ménle pité kirlé &¢ xusna tata gak &g pirén

in latin script) in latin script) ménle pax-malla?
Engllsh. I have to win this game. | should finish my What important assignment has Jesus given us, and
translation homework by tomorrow. how should we view it?
*ker-

You can give the same meaning with this root. *ker-lig for Lir, *ker-ge-k for Shaz.



= | need a bow and sword. - Benke Kili¢ bi(r)le ya(y) kergek.

Modern usage

[14] [15]

Uzbek - O‘zbek tilills] Khakassian - Xakac Tini or Tagap Tini Chuvash - YaBawna =

Menimcha, sutga

: Yoox ToocuatcaH, KiifepHi xaijgaF-qa | 3nup Xxamap nyccanHuHue TYpé YyHna TaTa
ortichga maza tam H p naf-f p p nycg ypé uy

Original o'shish kerak KUpeKTi ngepre KOOKTIpUETKEH, KON XbITa TApALIATNAP NyJ/icaH, Ky nuTex Kupné
gmas HUMeC, kunicTipe cOcTep Tannan an. Map Tece LUYTNagGe Xalunépucem.
(the text is already Coox tooscatsaf, kizilerni xaydag-da Epir xamar pugcapninge tiré cunla tata xita
Transcription | written in latin kirekti iderge kooktircetken, kdp nimes, tarasatpar pulsan, ku pitex kirl& mar tese
script) kilistire soster tallap al. sutlaggé xaspérisem.
Endlish In my opinion, there | For a stimulating and effective closing, Some say that as long as we are sincere and
trar%’slation is no need to add don't stretch your words too long more zealous in our worship, there is no need to
flavoring to the milk. | than enough(needed). worry.
Questions
[16]
*-ml

Where interrogative pronouns are absent, questions are provided with *-ml interrogative suffix. This appendix asks
questions that can be answered with yes or no and asks for the item before it.

A: Do you have a younger sister? - A: Senin sinili bar mi? (Literally is there any younger sister belongs to you?)

B: Yes, I have/No, I don't. - B: Bar/yok. (Literally there is/there is not)

A: Is what you have younger sister? - A: Senir sipilin mi bar?

B: Yes, it is/no, it's not. - B: Ide/yok.

A: Are you nine years old? - A: Se tokuf yalta mi?

B: Yes,  am/No, I am not. - B: Ide/ydk.

A: Are you the one who is nine years old? - A: Se mi tokuf yalta?

B: Yes, I am/No, I am not. - B: Ide, be/Yok, be ermer.

When there is a negative interrogative sentence, the answer is different than in English.
A: Aren't you nine years old? - A: Se tokuf yalta ermef mi?

B: Yes, I am nine years old. - B: Yok, tokuf yalta be. (literally no, i am nine years old).

Since it is a preposition, it is written separately in some Turkic languages, but not in others. Prepositions such as with, for,
until... are written separately in most of the Turkic languages if they do not have a sound change. However, since the
preposition 'mi' has a sound change, there are differences between languages. (i.e. Turkmen barmy?, Kazakh bar ma?)

Questions: Interrogative Pronouns

1. what - *né(me)

2.who - *kem

3. why - *né(me) Gciin (Literally for what?)

4. how much, how many, how old - *nénce, *kanc¢a



*né(me)

It is put in the blank part whose answer is expected in the sentence.
A: What is your name? - A: Senin ati né(me)?

B: My name is Tou-man. - B: Beniy atim Tou-man.

A: What did you do? - A: Né(me) &ttin?

B: I did sit and waited - B: Olturtum, k{tdiim.

Modern usage

Kumyk -
KbymMyKkb Uyghur - az 3235
™nm
Oriai He atun Aoy élué.f wSinal jiw way a0 3 el e
riginal _ PN T
TypacaH’? ua.n.;a.]aa_@w_é? aiw aj uuulml.. ).
Transcription Ne etip Tgn_] (_ja_lm shu_ c_ierlje pes st?;leydukl uning néme
turasan? déginini nahayiti teste cushuneleymen.
English What are you | Tom always speaks in such a low voice that | can
translation doing? barely understand what he is saying.
*kem

It is put in the blank part whose answer is expected in the sentence.
A: Who are you? - A: Se kem?

B:Iam Tou-man. - B: B€ Tou-man.

A: Who did this? - A: Buni kem &tti?

B: 1did (this). - B: (Buni) be étti(m).

Modern usage

Chuvash - Yaeawna
Tom caHa Matykna MEH nyiHa nUpKu
Kanamapé Bért, canna u?

Tom sana Masukpa mén pulna pirki
kalamaré vét, capla i?

Tom didn't tell you what happened to
Mary, did he?

Shor - LLop tunu or Tagap ™’ Yakut - Caxa Tbina' Chuvash - Y3gawna'”
- Kem udpua? IpTeH TOPT azaKTbiF, KYHAYC WiArK, ©nbyTyH Kanms Tyox Mynauy rvipkin
Original - 6yonapbH ama Kum Tapxacsiaca biiTakaHCceHe
umpge yu. < oS
OUNNaRaN? Kam xartape?

Transcription | Kem ¢or¢a? Erten tort azaqtig, kindds iygi, iirde Us.

English

translation boys) die?

*né(me) Gcin
It is put in the blank part whose answer is expected in the sentence.

A: Why are you there? - A: S€ né(me) iiciin anda?

Who walks? With four feet(legs) in the morning, with Who knows the truth about
two in the daytime, with three in the evening. (Answer: | what we become after we

Olbiitiin keppe tuox Pulasu pirki tarxaslasa
buolarin ama kim biliegey? | i1ytakansene kam xataré?

Who will save those who
cry out for help?

B: Because I am Tou-man. - B: Tou-man bolganim ticiin anda. (*-gan may not have been used in this sense in Proto-Turkic.

In Old Turkic inscriptions there is only -duk.)
A: Why did you do this? - A: Buni né(me) iiciin &tti?

B: To feel joy. - B: (Buni) beékenmek iiciin &ttim.



Modern usage

Turkish - Anadolu

[20]
Tirkcesi a

Turkmen - Tiirkmence Chuvash - Yasawn

MeEHne canTaBceHe nyna xallé-néprcem
WbiBa KEMe LYTacce Tata MEHIWEH caB
canTtascem Tépéc map?

Tom onun nigin
Original Fransizca 6grenmek
istedigini anlayamadi.

Difileyji ayatlaryfi manysyna dusiner
yaly ndme etmeli we name ugin?

Ménle saltavsene pula xasé-périsem siva

Transcription (the text is already (the text is already written in latin Kkéme sutlaced tata ménsen cav siltavsem
p written in latin script) script) eme sutlace sen ¢
teres mar?
Engish e wanted o | listeners understand the mearing of | WNY e some bapized and why are these
translation y 9 reasons not enough?
learn French. the verses and why?

*nénce, *kanca

We have already mentioned this pronoun in our lesson 1: Pronouns and numbers, and we even gave an example. So we
won't be doing this again. The remaining details about it will be in lesson 11: Equative and instrumental.

Other interrogative pronouns that you can create with suffixes

You can turn case suffixes into interrogative pronouns by adding them to question roots. (for example: *nénte/*kanta,
*nenten/*kantan, *nenke/*kanka, *neni/*kani, *nenin/kanin, *nence/*kanca...). To add endings to them, add -n- into
the case endings except in accusative and genitive cases (*nénte; but *neéni, the case suffix itself already contain -n-). In
many of modern Turkic languages, the -n- allomorph is now removed from those.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Vocabulary 2

Welcome to tenth lesson of Proto-Turkic! This is the second of vocabulary lesson and in this lesson we will improve our
vocabulary.

Vocabulary

Let's start with a text.
Yarin otagimirni bursa kécme(k) (ictin datimirka olturtumur. Tenride kiinel bar, bulut yok erti. Eligimif
bi(r)le koriimiirni kapma(k)dan kormese sUrtimiir, erti. Yemil¢ , birte bolmagan
sub erti. Karinimir toli, tilimir . K0l tdpmasa ertimir, 6liir ertimir. sakidi.

Translation:
Today (morning) we mounted our horses to migrate while gathering our tents. There sun in the sky,
(but) there no clouds. We couldn't see by covering our eyes with our hands. It (the
weather) was hot. food (with us), what we didn't have was water. Our stomach full (but) our
tongue . We would die if we didn't find a lake. forbad.

Since plurality is a controversial issue in Proto-Turkic, plural cases other than pronouns are written in singular in this text.
There is no previously unprocessed grammar in the text. The body parts mentioned in the text are given below. Simple verbs
come right after it. Words related to time will be explained in the next lesson.

Parts of body

English | Proto-Turkic

head *palg bl
face *yQf
hair *s(i)ac e
eyebrow *k(i)als
eyelash *Kirpik
eye *Kkof
e " hulkeak Parts of Face in Proto-Turkic
nose | lmea ()
lip *totak
mouth *agif
tongue il

chin *ének
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English

Proto-Turkic

neck *poyn (shaz?)
throat *boguf
Adam's apple *bogurdak
shoulder :%rgif
shoulder blade *yarin
breast *Iitt')glr"“"f
breast (female) *Cicig
arm, hand *kol
forearm *kar
elbow *Cikan(ak)
belly *karin
waist *hél(k)
hand *elig
handful *abuc
finger *biarnak
fingernail *tirnak
anus, buttocks *kot
leg, thigh *bat (shaz)
thigh, hip *satan
calf of leg *h(i)altir (shaz)
foot *adak
sole *tapan

Basic Verbs

Parts of Body in Proto-Turkic
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English Proto-Turkic

to take *al-
to give *bér-
to come *kel-
to go (away) *bar-, *ké(y)t-
to walk *yori-/*yuri-
to organize, make *et-
to do, make *Kil-
to know (something) *bil-
to know (someone) *tanu-
to sit *oltur-
to stand *tur-
to stay behind, remain *kial-
to put, leave, abandon *kod-
to put, throw *sal-
to live *1ri-
to see *Kor-
to look, watch *bak-
to hear *elit-
to speak *kele-, *seble-
to say *te-
to say, tell; to ask, demand *ayit-
to touch *teg-
to eat *yé-
to migrate *koE-

The exception of the palatals

We've talked about this before. However, as we start to learn new words, we need to mention it again, as it is a situation that
you will encounter more and more.

Contrast noun-verb

You may have noticed above. Aren't the word *kéf and the word *kér- similar? Similar? Only when it is noun the r sound
is palatal, when it is a verb it is not palatal.

Some words in Turkic have both noun and verb forms. For some reason, when the r sound, which is palatal in some words,
is at the end, it lacks palatal in the verb form.

= *KkGF (“eye”) but *kér- (“to see”)
= *semif (“fat”) but *semir- (“to fatten”)

= *katur (“mad, enraged”) but *katur- (“to become mad, rage”)

Contrast without suffix-with suffix

Some words with suffixes are without palatal. But when there is no suffix, it is palatal.



= *sakif (“gum, resin”) but *sakirtka (“tick (animal)”) (The existence of an r-form in a Shaz language is
sufficient to prove that the word belongs to the Proto-Turkic language. Because if there was a formation
formed in Shaz Turkic, it would be sakiz+tka=sakiztka. But this word is not in that form because it was
formed in the Proto period.)

= *hogur (“throat”) but *hogurdak (“Adam'’s apple”)

Grammar

In an agglutinative language, suffixes form the structure of the language. There are two types of suffixes.

Inflectional suffixes

Inflectional suffixes are suffixes that do not change the structure. Suffixes such as plural suffixes, case suffixes, tense
suffixes are inflectional suffixes.

Verbs can take tenses only once. If the latter is needed, it is provided with an auxiliary verb.

Derivational suffixes

Derivational suffixes are suffixes that change the structure. All suffixes in the seventh lesson are derivational suffixes.
Verbals are also derivational suffixes (The meaning of if mentioned in the lesson verbals is not a derivational suffix.).

It is debatable whether the negative suffix is a derivational suffix.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Equative, instrumental and imperatives

Welcome to our eleventh Proto-Turkic lesson! In this lesson, we will learn three new cases.

Equative

*CA

As the name suggests, this suffix indicates equality. This equality suffix can come to the end of nouns, adjectives just like
other cases, but not to verbs. It usually transforms the word it comes from into an adjective or adverb and is therefore
considered a derivational suffix.

*urin (“long”) — *urfinca (“equal to long; longly™)
*katig (“hard”) — *katigca (“equal to hard; hardly”)
*sebgen (“who love”) — *sebgence (“like who love”)
*sogik (“cold”) — *sogikca (“equal to cold; coldly™)

*bar (“there is”) — *barca (“all; every”) (kiinnin barcasi means all (of) day (it covers 24 hours); barca kiin means every
day (it covers days of week, month or year). However, today it can be used with the same meaning without this suffix.)

Languages are also supplied with this suffix in Shaz Turkic.
*tiriik (“Turk”) — *tiriikce (“Turkic (language)”) (Shaz?)

*tiriik (“Turk”) — *airiik tili (“Turkic (language)”) (Proto-Turkic)

*nénce, *kanca
The numbers are asked with these question pronouns, but this suffix is not used when answering.

A: How many children does he have? - A: Ani) nénce/kanca balasi bar? (literally Are his children equal to what?) / Anta
nénce/kanca bala bar? (literally Are children there belongs to him equal to what?)

B: He has two children. - B: Aniy €k(k)i balasi bar./Anta €k(k)i bala bar.
Unlike in English, there is no need for any plural suffix since plurality is indicated by numbers. (e.g; three houses, ic eb )
Numbers never take this suffix for equality.

Modern Usages

] Chuvash -
Kyrgyz - Kbiprbiziya Western Yugur - Yoyir lar U3Bawna
Original Ap 6Up 131NAee cavibiH KaH4Ya MaasibIMaT TalKyy/100 KepekTUrmH Sende nege mula var er? 3cé muge
KaHTUWM aHbIKTooro 6010T? cynra?
- Ar bir izild66 sayin kanga maalimat talkuuloo kerektigin kantip (the text is already written Esé mice
Transcription \ . .
aniktoogo bolot? in latin script) culta?
English What factors determine how much material to cover during a How many children do you | How old are
Translation Bible study? have? you?
Instrumental

*Xn



This instrumental case is provided with *-Xn. Unfortunately, it is not used today except for stereotyped words. It comes after
the noun just like other cases. In this context, it differs from the *-Xn suffixes that we mentioned in the lesson 7.

*il(i)k (“before, earlier”) — *il(i)kin (“at first, at before, firstly”)
*ok (“arrow”) — *okun (“with arrow™)
*yar (“summer, spring”) — *yarin (“at summer, at spring”)

*kil (“winter”) — *kilin (“at winter”)

*bi(r)le

The word *bi(r)le, which means with, can also provide this case. In addition, its usage area is unlimited.
*s@ (“you”) — *se bi(r)le (“with you”)

*k G (“autumn”) — *k0F bi(r)le (“with autumn, at autumn”)

*anam (“my mom”) — *anam bi(r)le (“with my mom”)

*kar (“goose”) — *kar bi(r)le (“with goose”)

Imperatives

The imperative mood changes in Lir and Shaz groups.

Imperative (Shaz)

The configuration below is based on the language used in the Orkhon inscriptions. For example, the second person plural
imperative differs in some Shaz languages.

The first person imperative is also the optative mood. Because a person cannot give orders to oneself, and in such a case,
since there is no imperative, the optative mood is used.

Imperatives
Person (English) Suffix
First person singular *(A)yIn
Second person singular *Q

Third person singular & plural | *-zU(n)
First person plural *(A)llm

Second person plural *(X)n

Note: Turkish optative -(y)AyIm and Proto-Shaz optative *-(A)yIn are not cognates. Turkish optative comes from *-gA
ben>-(y)AyIn>-(y)AyIm. And every optatives except first person plural in Turkish provided by *-gA optative suffix. (E.g;
varayim, varasin, vara, varalim(/varak), varasiniz, vara). But second and third person imperatives in Turkish come from
Proto-Shaz imperatives that we mentioned in this lesson.

Imperative (Lir)

The following configuration has been prepared by considering Chuvash and Volga Bulgar language. Because resources are
limited for the Lir branch.
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Imperatives
Person (English) Suffix

First person singular *(A)m

Second person singular | *-@

Third person singular *tUr
First person plural *(A)f
Second person plural *(1)f
Third person plural *-ttUr

Next lesson: Converbs and sentence formation
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Converbs and sentence formation

Welcome to the twelve lesson of the Proto-Turkic!

Sentence formation

Unlike English which has subject—verb—object (SVO), the basic Proto-Turkic word order is SOV, that it is subject—object—
verb. The precise order look like this:

Parts of speech by order

Adjective
(predicative)

Adjective

jecti Object Adverb Verb Pronoun (certain tenses,
(attributive)

Subject (anything) see more)

Postposition

There is no prepositions in Proto-Turkic, postpositions, of which succeeds its objects, serve that role instead. This is a list of
some postpositions found in Proto-Turkic:

= *{j¢lin "for, because of"
= *fogru "toward"

Examples
Sentence *Be ebke tin m.
Gloss "l house-pat night come-pasT-1s6"

Part of speech | Pronoun (subj.) | Object = Adverb | Verb

Meaning " to the house night."
Sentence *Anam donufr eti
Gloss "Mother-1sc.ross pig meal-3sc.poss eat-PasT.3sG."
Part of speech|  Subject Object (compound) Verb
Meaning "My mother pork (~ pig meal)."
Converbs

Converbs are conjunctions that connect verbs to sentences. In Turkic languages, verbs can be connected to sentences when
they turn into verbal.

In English this is mostly done by conjunctions and prepositions. This is how we translate it. But have you noticed that verbs
are not connected the way we translate them into sentences. For example, when we say while going, we are actually saying
goingly (just like rallingly). The linking of verbs is through being either nouns, adjectives or adverbs. These are connected to
a sentence on their own without the need for a conjunction like while, and they even have a meaning on their own.
Considering that we count words such as winningly, seethingly, meaningly as words alone, there are verb-based endless
adverbs in a Turkic language.

All right, so why is there such a title?

*verb-verbal adjective (as a houn)-possessive-ablative

"Since I came late yesterday, everyone was already asleep." Note that there is no because in Proto-Turkic. So how do we
connect this sentence and translate it into Proto-Turkic?

We use adjective verbs and possessives.
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"Tn ke¢ keldiikiimten, barca kili idima(k)da erti."
Let's examine the first part of the sentence.

From my coming late yesterday - Tn ké¢ keldiikiimten
Next up is the second part you know.

Everybody was asleep - barca kili idima(k)da erti

verbal adjective

verb possesive ablative

(as verbal noun)

kel | duk Um ten
"Since (from) I (my) late yesterday, everyone (already) asleep (sleeping)."
"Tn ke¢ iimten, barca kili adima(k)da erti."

*verb-verbal adjective (as a houn)-possessive-locative

"

When I came late yesterday, everyone was already asleep. - "Tun ké¢ keldiikiimte, barca kili adima(k)da erti.
Let's examine the first part of the sentence.

At my coming late yesterday - Tln ké¢ keldiikiimte

Next up is the second part you know.

Everybody was asleep - barca kili idima(k)da erti

verbal adjective

verb possesive locative

(as verbal noun)

kel | duk um te
"When (at) I (my) late yesterday, everyone (already) asleep (sleeping)."
"Tln kec¢ iimte, barca kili adima(k)da erti."

*verb-verbal adjective (as a noun)-possessive for

Since I came late yesterday, everyone was already asleep. - "Ttn ké¢ keldiikiim iiciin, barca kili adima(k)da erti."
Let's examine the first part of the sentence.

For my coming late yesterday - Ttn ké¢ keldiikiim iiciin

Next up is the second part you know.

Everybody was asleep - barca kili adima(k)da erti

verbal adjective

verb possesive for

(as verbal noun)
kel | duk Um ucin

"Since (for) I (my) late yesterday, everyone (already) asleep (sleeping)."



"Tln kec¢ iim ii¢iin, barca kili adima(k)da

*verb-verbal adjective (as a noun)-possessive-equative

I saw as I came. - "K eldiikiimce, kortiim."
Let's examine the first part of the sentence.
As I came (this much) - K eldiikiimce
Next up is the second part you know.
I'saw - kortiim

verbal adjective

verb possesive equative

(as verbal noun)

kel | duk um ce

Notes:

1. In many modern Turkic languages there is *-gAn instead of *-dUk. But *-dUk used in Yenisei inscriptions,
Koktlrk inscriptions and both Volga and Danube Bulgarian inscriptions[l]. So using *-dUk is more realistic
to Proto-Turkic language.

2. Today, some Turkic languages use as follows: pronoun verb-verbal adjective-ablative/locative/ for/equative

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Abilities, future tense and present continuous

Welcome to the final lesson of the Proto-Turkic! Thank you for being with us so far and choosing the Wikibooks Proto-
Turkic course.

Abilities

Ability by *bil-

In Chuvash and most Turkic languages, the meaning of competence is provided by the verb to know. However, while it is
not a stand-alone structure in Chuvash, it is a stand-alone structure in other Turkic languages. We will consider the case that
it is not a structure by itself, because system in Chuvash is a strictly correct sentence in terms of its structure.

= *kelme (“coming”) - *kelme biliir (“s/he knows to come; s/he can come”)

= *yu(b)ma (“washing”) — *yu(b)ma biltir (“s/he knows to wash; s/he can wash”)
= *sebme (“loving”) — *sebme biliir (“s/he knows to loving; s/he can love”)
= *yafma (“writing”) — *yafma bilmef¥ (“s/he doesn't know to writing; s/he can't write”)

Modern usage
(1

Turkish - Anadolu Tiirkcesi Chuvash - Yasawna
Original Ben su ada¢ dalinin bittigi yere kadar Xypcem BECeM Ba/In xalicemex anart Tynva
9 ziplayabilirim. nénegge.
Transcription (the text is already written in latin script) Hursem visem valli hiysemeh apat tupma pilessi.
English . ) .
; | can jump up to where that bough ends. Geese can find food on their own.
translation

Ability by *bol-
It is also a proficiency structure found in some Turkic languages, including Chuvash.

= *kelme (“coming”) — *kelme bélur (“s/he becomes to come; s/he can come”)

= *yu(b)ma (“washing”) - *yu(b)ma bélur (“s/he becomes to wash; s/he can wash”)
= *sebme (“loving”) — *sebme bolur (“s/he becomes to loving; s/he can love”)
= *yarma (“writing”) — *yarfma bélmar (“s/he doesn't become to writing; s/he can't write”)

Modern usage

Tuvan - TeiBa gbin Chuvash - ‘-IéBaLunam
Original ggﬂ;:.ec OpyK Ayrnarfbir anapsa, ecke opykTapHb! Tbin arn VR8N cuué xyiixa Ta YSTMA nynTapH3.
Transcription Bir eves oruk duglaglig aparza, 6ske oruktarni tip ap bolur. Ulip ¢i¢T huyha ta ¢itma pultarni.
522&5;;0” If you encounter an obstacle, you can go another way. VAvlé)r(r\i/gr.rior) was able to endure all seven

Ability by *al- (Shaz)
Today it is used in Central Asia.

= *kelme (“coming”) — *kel(m)e alar (“s/he takes to come; s/he can come”)
*yu(b)ma (“washing”) - *yu(b)(m)a alar (“s/he takes to wash; s/he can wash”)
*sebme (“loving”) — *seb(m)e alar (“s/he takes to loving; s/he can love”)

= *yarma (“writing”) - *yaf(m)a almar (“s/he doesn't take to writing; s/he can't write”)



Ability by *u(y)- (Shaz?)

Used in Old Turkic, Old Uyghur, Yakut, Chuvash (not certain), Azerbaijani, and Turkish (in a form of a suffix in two last
languages). In many of Turkic languages this verb becomes dead, or merged as an inflectional suffix. It takes the auxiliary
converbs *-(y)A or *-(y)U, and negative tense suffixes in the verb *u(y)- (umar, umadi, ...).

= *kelme (“coming”) - *kele u(y)(u)r, *kelii u(y)(u)r (“s/he can come”)
= *yu(b)ma (“washing”) — *yu(b)(y)a u(y)mar, *yu(b)(y)u u(y)mar (“s/he cannot wash”)
= *sebme (“loving”) — *sebe u(y)mar, *sebii u(y)mar (“s/he cannot love”)

Future Tense

There is no future tense in the Proto-Turkic language. There is no future tense in most of today's Turkic languages, as well.
The future tense is often provided with the present tense suffix.

Present-Future tense (*-Ur, *-r)
Just specify the time.

= *keliir (“s/he comes”) - *yarin keéliir (“s/lhe comes tomorrow”)

= *harur (“s/he goes”) - *bu an(k) barur (“s/he goes this month”)

Future tense by *-¢X

With this suffix we mentioned earlier, the future tense is provided in today's Turkic languages. Considering the usage logic
of the suffix, the future tense can be provided in the Proto-Turkic language with this suffix. But it may not be used in this
way at that time.

= *kelme(k) (“‘coming”) — *kelme(k)¢i (‘cominger”) — *Ol kelme(k)¢i (“s/he is cominger; s/he is going to
come.”

= *pbarma(k) (“going”) - *barma(k)ci (“goinger”)— *Bif barma(k)ci (“We are goingers; we are going to go.”)
= *sebme(k) (“loving”) - *sebme(k)Ci (“lovinger”) — *Be sebme(k)Ci (“l am lovinger; | will love.”)

= *olturma(k) (“sitting”) — *olturma(k)c¢i (“sittinger”) -~ *Se olturma(k)ci (“You are sittinger; you will sit.”)

Present continuous

Present continuous by locative

Present continuous, can be provided with locative. This is similar to logic of *-€¢X suffix in Proto-Turkic. Such a sentence
structure can be established in most of modern Turkic languages.

*kelme(k) (“coming”) — *kelme(k)de (“on coming”) — *Ol kelme(k)de (“s/he is on coming; s/he is coming.”)

= *pbarma(k) (“going”) — *barma(k)da (“on going”)— *Bif barma(k)da (“We are on going; we are going.”)
= *sebme(k) (“loving”) - *sebme(k)de (“on loving”) - *Be sebme(k)de (“| am on loving; | am loving.”)

= *olturma(k) (“sitting”) — *olturma(k)da (“on sitting”) - *Se olturma(k)da (“You are on sitting; you are
sitting.”)

Helper verbs (Shaz)

It is provided with verbs that called helper in some Shaz languages.



= *kelip (“while coming”, (Shaz)) — *kelip yorilytiri (literally “walk while coming” but means "s/he is coming.”)

= *hara (“to go with -A suffix”) - *bara tur ("s/he is going.”) (helper verb is *tur- to stand.)

Farewell

We are very happy to have you with us on this long journey. But unfortunately now it's time to say goodbye.

Now you know everything about the Proto-Turkic language. Of course, you will encounter configurations created by
different linguists, but it is an undeniable fact that they will not differ much from the configurations of other linguists, that is,
they will all look alike. Note though that every Proto language is a configuration. While writing this in the back of your
mind, imagine that this language was spoken in the steppes of East Asia, under the rule of the Huns.

Goodbye everyone! Take care of yourself!
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