
COMPREHENSIVE REDESIGN OF 
THE LICENSING SYSTEM                  

IN ROMANIA

Bucharest, 23 May 2022

Project implemented in collaboration with the Romanian Competition Council, funded by the 

European Union via the Structural Reform Support Programme, and carried out by the OECD 

in co-operation with the European Commission’s DG REFORM



Business environment reforms 

are key to strengthen 

productivity and resilience



Income convergence has been fast

Source: OECD National Accounts Database.

Real GDP per capita 
Thousands, constant 2015 USD PPPs



Productivity should improve further

Productivity 
GDP per hour worked, 2019, USD current PPPs

Source: OECD Productivity Indicators.



More should be done to encourage 

innovative start-ups

Source: OECD calculation based on Crunchbase.

Highly-innovative start-ups 
Per million inhabitants, 2018



Romania’s business environment needs further  

improvements

Note: PEERS comprises the Czech Republic, Hungary, Lithuania, Latvia, Slovakia, Slovenia, and Poland.
Source: OECD (2018), Product Market Regulation Database.

OECD Indicators of Product Market Regulation
2018, index scale 0-6 from least to most restrictive



– Taking stock of business licensing to simplify procedures for 

starting and operating a business

• First inventory of 111 licences under the responsibility of 43 

public institutions

– Identify adequate measures to simplify unnecessary 

burdensome procedures

• Avoid overlapping

• Avoid multiple demands for business

– Developing a legislative roadmap with concrete implementation 

steps

• Simplifying procedures in one economic sector

• Creating potential benefits for other sectors of the economy

Supporting Romania in addressing some of these 

challenges through licensing reform



Romania can significantly 

simplify licensing procedures
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Obtaining a licence in Romania is complex and long



Main recommendations to improve licensing 

procedures for starting a business

Mechanism Measures

1. Establish a Single Industrial 

Licence

• Integrate existing scattered licences into one single 

industrial licensing (SIL) procedure

• Establish the zero-licensing regime for low risk 

activities

• Enable a Coordinating Body to overview and manage 

the whole licensing journey

2. Adopt rules that prevent 

complexity and excessive 

bureaucracy

• Implement the Silence is consent principle

• Adopt the once-only principle

• Establish a Taxonomy of industrial licences 

• Eliminate requirements to periodically renew 

licences or to obtain stamps that are merely 

bureaucratic

3: Implement tools for a 

modernisation of the licensing 

framework

• Develop the existing Electronic Point of Single 

Contact

• Create a licence simulator

• Implement the recently adopted Public Policy for E-

Government

• Develop implementation monitoring, assessment 

and evaluation mechanisms and tools



A Single Industrial Licence would streamline and 

reduce the time needed to start a business



Institutional co-ordination and leadership

Establishment of a Implementation 

mechanism

Continuous consultations with business 

Monitoring  System

Communicating objectives and benefits of 

reforms to business and investors

Key success factors for implementation



THANK YOU

DOWNLOAD THE REPORTS AT:

• www.oecd.org/economy/romania-economic-snapshot/ 


