23SA801 Introduction to Indian Scriptures Credits: 04

Course Description:

The course will go over such types of Indian scriptures as the Vedas and Upanishads, the
Bhagavad Gita, the Puranas etc. It will examine the history of their emergence and
prevalence, the key themes their composers were interested in, their purpose and relevance
today. As narrative texts, they require specific methods of study at which the course will look
next. Then, the vision of the divine feminine and masculine characteristic of the Puranas will
be explored. The course will showcase the vision of the feminine divine in Devi Mahatmya of
the Markandeya Purana. Finally, it will look at the worship of Nature in the Puranas as
worship of the feminine principle

Learning Objectives:

The objectives of the course include imparting to the scholar a good understanding of the
history of Indian scriptures. The scholar will be gain familiarity with the different types of
scriptures on the Indian tapestry. They will be able to name the key themes prevalent in
Indian scriptures, speak about the purpose of the same and understand their relevance today.

The course also will introduce the Puranas as a body of Indian scriptures to the scholar. They
will understand what distinguishes the Puranas from other Indic scriptures. The will also
learn the relevant methods for grappling with the Puranas as narrative texts. Furthermore, the
scholar will see how the feminine and masculine divine principles are represented in the
Puranas. The scholar will explore the Devi Mahatmya of the Markandeya Purana and gain an
understanding of this foundational Shakta text and its key themes as they relate to the course.
Finally, a parallel will be drawn between the worship of nature in the Puranas and the
worship of the divine feminine for the scholar to understand how the puranas view the
relationship between manifest nature and shakti.

Pedagogy for the course:

The course will be taught via text studies and extensive discussions of the same.
Detailed Syllabus:

Unit I:History of Indian Scriptures: earliest dated texts -

Unit I1: Types of scriptures:

Unit I11: Feminine Divine in the Puranas, Methods for studying Purana

Unit 1'V:Purpose

Unit V: Nature worship as worship of the feminine in Purana, Devi Mahatmya:
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Course Outcomes:

CO1: Understand the vireos scriptures of India
CO2: Finding the similarity in Yogic scriptures and Tantric Scriptures.

CO3: Understanding the Tantric scriptures contribution to the Yogic practices.

Evaluation Pattern:

Unit Essay Interweave | End Total
No writing semester

1 10 23

2 9 19

3 10 18

4 11 25

) 10 15
Total | 25 25 50 100




