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111TH UNITED STATES CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION

Joint Resolution 
To honor the achievements and contributions of

Native Americans to the United States, and for other
purposes.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the United States of America in Congress
assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Native American
Heritage Day Act of 2009”.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that—
(1) Native Americans are the descendants of
the aboriginal, indigenous, native people
who were the original inhabitants of and who
governed the lands that now constitute the
United States;

(2) Native Americans have volunteered to
serve in the United States Armed Forces and
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have served with valor in all of the Nation’s
military actions from the Revolutionary War
through the present day, and in most of those
actions, more Native Americans per capita
served in the Armed Forces than any other
group of Americans;

(3) Native American tribal governments
included the fundamental principles of
freedom of speech and separation of
governmental powers;

(4) Native Americans have made distinct and
significant contributions to the United States
and the rest of the world in many fields,
including agriculture, medicine, music,
language, and art, and Native Americans
have distinguished themselves as inventors,
entrepreneurs, spiritual leaders, and scholars;

(5) Native Americans should be recognized
for their contributions to the United States as
local and national leaders, artists, athletes,
and scholars;

(6) nationwide recognition of the
contributions that Native Americans have
made to the fabric of American society will
afford an opportunity for all Americans to
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demonstrate their respect and admiration of
Native Americans for their important
contributions to the political, cultural, and
economic life of the United States;

(7) nationwide recognition of the
contributions that Native Americans have
made to the Nation will encourage self-
esteem, pride, and self-awareness in Native
Americans of all ages;

(8) designation of the Friday following
Thanksgiving of each year as Native
American Heritage Day will underscore the
government-to-government relationship
between the United States and Native
American governments;

(9) designation of Native American Heritage
Day will encourage public elementary and
secondary schools in the United States to
enhance understanding of Native Americans
by providing curricula and classroom
instruction focusing on the achievements and
contributions of Native Americans to the
Nation; and

(10) the Friday immediately succeeding
Thanksgiving Day of each year would be an
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appropriate day to designate as Native
American Heritage Day.

SEC. 3. HONORING NATIVE AMERICAN
HERITAGE IN THE UNITED STATES.

Congress encourages the people of the United States,
as well as Federal, State, and local governments, and
interested groups and organizations to honor Native
Americans, with activities relating to—

(1) appropriate programs, ceremonies, and
activities to observe Native American
Heritage Day;
(2) the historical status of Native American
tribal governments as well as the present day
status of Native Americans;
(3) the cultures, traditions, and languages of
Native Americans; and
(4) the rich Native American cultural legacy
that all Americans enjoy today.

 
Approved June 26, 2009.

 

Legislative History
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H.J.Res. 40, (H.J.Res. 20)

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 155 (2009):
June 6, considered and passed House.
June 9, considered and passed Senate.

https://www.congress.gov/bill/111th-congress/house-joint-resolution/40
https://www.congress.gov/bill/111th-congress/house-joint-resolution/20
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This work is in the public domain in
the U.S. because it is an edict of a
government, local or foreign. See §
313.6(C)(2) of the Compendium II:
Copyright Office Practices. Such
documents include "legislative
enactments, judicial decisions,
administrative rulings, public
ordinances, or similar types of official
legal materials" as well as "any
translation prepared by a government
employee acting within the course of
his or her official duties."

These do not include works of the
Organization of American States,
United Nations, or any of the UN
specialized agencies. See
Compendium III § 313.6(C)(2) and 17
U.S.C. 104(b)(5).

A non-American governmental edict may
still be copyrighted outside the U.S.
Similar to {{PD-in-USGov}}, the above
U.S. Copyright Office Practice does not
prevent U.S. states or localities from
holding copyright abroad, depending on
foreign copyright laws and regulations.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/public%20domain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edict%20of%20government
https://www.copyright.gov/comp3/
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/File:OOjs_UI_icon_alert_destructive_black-darkred.svg
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Template:PD-in-USGov
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About this digital edition
This e-book comes from the online library Wikisource. This
multilingual digital library, built by volunteers, is
committed to developing a free accessible collection of
publications of every kind: novels, poems, magazines,
letters...

We distribute our books for free, starting from works not
copyrighted or published under a free license. You are free
to use our e-books for any purpose (including commercial
exploitation), under the terms of the Creative Commons
Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 Unported license or, at your
choice, those of the GNU FDL.

Wikisource is constantly looking for new members. During
the transcription and proofreading of this book, it's possible
that we made some errors. You can report them at this page.

The following users contributed to this book:

George Orwell III
Tar-ba-gan
Jan.Kamenicek
Beleg Tâl
Jarekt
Leonel Sohns
Rocket000

https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://www.creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0
https://www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.html
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Wikisource:Scriptorium
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