The Civil War

Comes to Alexandria

In 1860, Alexandria was a vibrant southern city boasting a population of 12,652
and 96 firms which produced everything from bark to tin-ware. During the U.S.
Presidential campaign in the fall of 1860, business-minded Alexandrians were
decidedly pro-Union and cast a majority of their ballots for John Bell, the
Constitutional Unionist candidate who opposed secession. Candidate Abraham
Lincoln received only 2 votes.
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GexTeEMEN—The Government needs men for the eyorcement of our laws, the punishment of
TRAITORS, andthe mainienance of our national Aowor. The compliment hae been paid the New
York Fire Department of applying for a full Regiment of your oww men. The Firemen of New
York must give an account of themsolves i this contest, that will reflect honor upon the name
you bear. The way is open, and we appeal 18 vou to turn out, and give Frosworrn and Fans-
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WILLIAM HAUKETT, Awistanr Engincer,
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OWEN BRENXAN, Aswatoant Engineer.
JOHN SLOEY, AND MANY OTHERS,
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The following particulnes are snnexedlor the information of all coneerned :
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ORGANIZATION.
The Regiment is to consist of [0 amupanies, of not less than 735 ‘mm vieh. Fach
compony will be divided into squads of fouranen each, who will mareh, deill, mess, and tent
&  together, ﬂl{; company officers vousist ol doe Captain, two Lientenants, far Sergeants, aml
tour Corporals, '.

UNIFORM.
Frobably similar to the United States Army Hegulation Uniform, exespt that the red
shirt will be regained.  The uniform furnished by Government.

ARMS.
Minié rifle, sabre bayonet, and revolver nnd bowie knife—furnished by Govermnent.
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Eaeh soldier will recvive his clothing, sobsistence, trausportation, and medical atten:'-
soee, and from 811 to $13 per month,
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In an effort to see that Virginia remained in the Union, Alexandrians elected
George Brent, an opponent of secession, as a delegate to attend a meeting in
Richmond to discuss the issue. But when South Carolina fired on Fort Sumter
on April 12, 1861, and President Lincoln subsequently called for 75,000 troops
to crush the rebellion, the mood of Alexandrians shifted dramatically from
accommodation to war. On May 23, 1861, townsmen went to the polls and
voiced their approval of the Virginia's articles of secession by an
overwhelming vote of 958 in favor and 106 against.

Because of Alexandria's strategic importance as a railroad
center and port, federal troops under the command of
General Charles Sanford, of the New York State Militia,
lost no time in invading the town by land and sea early
the following morning. A regiment of New York Fire
Zouaves, led by Colonel Elmer Ellsworth, landed near this

location at the foot of Cameron Street.

As federal forces entered Alexandria, townsmen
of Virginia's 6th Battalion hastily assembled at
Prince and S. Washington Streets before boarding
a train for Manassas Junction. On July 10, 1861,
these troops were activated into the 17th Virgima
Volunteer Infantry Regiment, commanded by
local hero Colonel Montgomery Corse. They
fought with the Army of Northern

Virginia, under General Robert E. Lee, from the
Battle of First Manassas in 1861 through the
surrender at Appomattox Courthouse in 1865

and suffered tremendous losses over four years of hard fighting.
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