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Cannon used on an American gunboat during the War of 1812.

Few periods of Alexandria’s history have been more tumultuous than the
War of 1812. During the first decade of the 19" century, Great Britain’s 9 Wa te r Ta xi E
interception of American ships, impressment of U.S. seamen, and support of

Indian aggression along the American frontier exacerbated its poor relationship
with the United States. On June 18, 1812, President James Madison issued a

Declaration of War against the British. ¢ Ki n g St re et
metra

Fearing occupation by British forces, several townspeople met with Secretary
of War John Armstrong on March 21, 1812, about preparing a defense for the
District of Columbia, which at that time included Alexandria. President
Madison and General William Winder were also apprised that unless funds
were expended for Alexandria’s defense, the town would be at the mercy

of the British. Although the Common Council and area banks provided
secured loans to the Federal government for the region’s protection, when
General Winder inspected Alexandria on July 25, 1814, he declared the town
was inadequately defended.

In August 1814, British ships sailed up the Potomac, and Alexandria’s militias
were ordered to cross the river and take up post near Fort Washington,
Maryland. They took with them nearly all the arms belonging to the town,
leaving Alexandria defenseless. Soon after, realizing the dire situation, the
militias retreated to the Virginia countryside and the commander of Ft.
Washington blew up the fortress, sealing Alexandria’s fate. On the morning of
August 28, 1814, a local committee rowed south to meet British Captain James
Gordon to request terms of surrender.

Satart Bl
After positioning his fleet to attack the town, Capt. Gordon offered terms which
called for the removal of naval supplies, ships and agricultural commodities
from the port. The town council acceded to the demands, and for the next five
days the British looted stores and warehouses of 16,000 barrels of flour, 1,000
hogsheads of tobacco, 150 bales of cotton and some $5,000 worth of wine,
sugar and other items. On September 2, the British weighed anchor and made
their escape.
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