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“-have:‘saat:repeiesd.yourletter,eeeeing{reetiection.you
>desire to.embody ina‘prospectivework setting forthinenduring=

an account of thebattleof“port—Stevens”, defensesofYaeshington, D. C.
With more than.ordinary}pleasure,Ihastento respond to

your letter ofinquiry,andgiveyouthe.‘facte,which re

- mpreenes wee. me. mindand==a Eeee
Seeeas NES

eae a Z cod Ls se ‘
3 El

aap

te

Spee*pees2 ountea 2
ene se   

a : In the téreneonoffdolyse 1864,“Major Gen.Weient,Come

- hamnddae the 6th A. 0. , having made such disposition ofhis forcesas

seemed“@esirable to him, rode into Washington,some fivemiles away,

to pay his respects to the President and Secretary of War. Bighting

continued more or less actively during the day,but owing to the

forees in our immediate front, andthe untiringactivi y of a consid-

erable body of sharpshootersocoupying Lay Mansion,w<iupickesoff neat.

ly every man who raised above the breastworks of earth that had been

hastily thrown up, iittie of a satisfactory character was accomplished.

In the neighborhood of five o'clock, P. M., General Yright, accompan-

ied by President Lincoln, several cabinet officers, members of.Congress, |

Mrs. Lincoln and several lady friends, returned to the Fort. After

investigating the state of affairs, which was not to his satisfaction,

he determined toe shell the Lay Mansion, with the view of driving out

the large body of sharpshooters, who had so ereatly annoyed our line

during the day, baving, duringthe forenoon, severely wounded in the

right thigh Colonel Ballier, of the 98th R. P.. Vols. ,commanding the

skirmish line and who was sitting in the totk house, his) temporary..

headquarters.

Heving dispatehed his orders to the skixmishline to deploy

right and ieft, and lie down until after the vyombardment and then re-

form and charge the enemy, Major Gen. Wright,whowas dressed in the

full uniform of his rank, laid down upon the front parapet of the Fort,

reclining upon his left side, head resting in left hand, face to the

enemy and his field gless held in his right hand resting‘upon his

right hip. President Lincoln stood within the Fort, directly back of

Wright, his unusual height permitting a fair view of the movements in

front. On the side parapet of the Fort left of front, stood side by

side, as shown in the accompanying diagram, Surgeons Chapin, isg.

r.' p.' v.', Crawford 1024 regt. P. VY. Vv. and a youngmedicalofficer

(name forgotten), of I think, the 95rd R. P. Ve fhesun's rays fall-

ing full upon Major Gen. Wright" s belt and equipments, revealed at

-onece to a sharpshooter uponour right, armed with an English telescope

rifle, the prize awaiting his deadly missile, and so clear was the bead

he drew upon him that the large ecanonicad ball: passed between Wright's

forearm and arm. The scream of such a ball as it rapidly pierces the

air, go well known to any al Bolaier. ny its —— close prox-
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imity’ impelled the President to involuntarily diminish the height of
8personage, which he did by suddenly crooking his knees, whilst

tet:ht, not standing upon the order of his movement, quickly turned
and“rolled uponthe sward inside the fortification. The dull “chuck*
“quickly following thescream indicated very plainly the fact that some
unlucky one had midenee elose an acquaintance with the unwelcome —
visitor. |

Surgeon Chapin”was the first to speak, and ascertaining that I had —
been struck, he and my youngGerman friend quickly sprang from the par- —
apet whilst I sat down upon it, facing inward. Having informed him
as to the locationof the wound, he quickly opened his pocket knife,
and ,without ceremony, cut from top to bottom a valuable pair of riding
voots, pahts andunder garment, shook his head ominously and just as
the two were. about to lift me inside the fort, a second deadly missile, —
evidently from the same source, barely missed my head. I was carried
into the hospitalbuilding,:and ngulariy enough, to the identical
table upon which I had that day operated upon a number of otherpoor :
victims until about 4 o'clock. Positively refusing to take an anaes-
thetic, Surgeon Chapin,using his two little fingers as probes, bored
his way through fromwound of entrance and exit, giving the horrible
sensation of two live coals being passed through the limb. The crust 2
of the Fibia had been carried away and a ragged, ugly wound made by the—
bullet, which I still have andwhich is cut almost as smoothly as though
by a knife , from its impact against the hard crust of the Lone. un
all operative procedure, I was kept until nearly ten o'clock P, M., by©
whieh time a trainof wounded had been made up for Washington City.4
I was —. toPrecyeb#ieneant”stotsa.SomeyeRS.atte

   

 

  

  

 

  

  

       

   

    

  

  

 

  

nome, ‘suffered Sieeneay, spendingmore than five“weary‘monthe“in eae 4
- g@ndonorutches. Seven senises were opened, and some sixteen pieces —
of deadbone removed, before the wound finelily elosed. Since then, at

 

has reopened repeatedly, @ very slight blow over the wound, suchas
wouldscarcely be noticed elsewhere, causing it to inflame“and open
afresh. :

I trust the above account, together with the diagram accompanying,
willafford you all necessary data required for your book. :

| And now, inreplyto your mynestke. queries, ‘permit me to says
Shot July 12, 1864, at 5:30 P. M.
rx. Lincolnwas within a few feet of me when wounded.
I stood upon the parapet when shot.

4. Mrs, Lincoln and accompanying ly friends were not mitted—
to enter the fort, but sat outside in the carriages which brought them—
fzom Washington. — ae

o, De. Roberta did not dress my wound or in any way minister ti. .2
my necessities. Dr. Chapin did whee was done prior to my removalto
the hospital. , —.

6. I have no knowledge of lira. Tincein fainting and very much: <e
doubt if she did. of course, the news of my wounded conditionrapidly
spread, but at no timedid she see the wound, not having been permitted
to enter the fortification, in view of possible dunger, and. the outcome
showed the wisdomof the commanding officer. eae

7. I believe Mrs. Lincoln grew faintand sick when she heardI
had been shot, simpiy I think, as the @ peDal— fear, andI a
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‘believeUr.Lapel attempted torally2

beautifully clearand very warm.

and rest not only upon memory,

NBwould not make agood soldier,aifst
: sight of blood orscream ofbullet.
suppose ithadbeen you: insteadof SuregonCrawford?®=eHehe:

8, All the parties camein large opencarriages,

   
 

“herenergies
hegrewfaintatthefirst

"Heronlyreplywas"But.dear, :

ey .as

“the.‘daybeing— Pete
General1Wright,Mr.Lineoln,two pie

cabinet officers, several@ongresemenand‘any’Officers.camewithin
None ofthe lndieswere permittedinside,butsatinthe

carriagesthat broughtthem fromWashington.|
= Andnow, my dearComrade,thefacts,as.—asstated,are’oonrest,

buthavebeenverifiedby carefulref-

=e

 

erence to letterswrittenmy wifeat thetime theseoccurrences —
happened, and as she has carefullypreserved
with greatcare,I amglad indéed togive‘youthesolidfaots in the
MatteX.

ifyousent1
this morning's mail,
see your prospectus,and of course, when the workis,CONIATER shall

 

it must have gone.astray.

want several copies of it.
Hoping the work will be very full,‘thoroughane hiatastalin’

correct, and wishing you very large succe83both in-fame— Raeeeee
aridly, I am, very slapexeiy. in eeendee -

eee ‘Yours,|egytases
gS

-—“Cornetiue¢©,.¥.Cranfor

Chester Heights,

Sept.

Dedaware Co.
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allmyArmycorrespondence

Ishall be pleased.to —
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