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Leﬁis C. White:
Ky dear Sir and Comrade:

A soldier's earnest, hearty grecting to vy a C ]

_ 2rec i to you, my old Comrade

;f sheVW?r of ;he Rebellion, and fellog member of éhe gellant 1024

& V. Vols., of the ever momorable old fighting Cor '

- bRl < By g g 6th Corps of The Army
I have just received your letter, seeking informmtion yvou

deaire to em?ody in & prospective work setting forth in ehdurin@vtype

an aoccount ?i the battle of "wort Stevens", defenses of Washingten,D.C.
With more than ordinary plsasure, I hasten to respond to

your letter of inquiry, end give you the facts, which are indelibly
impressed upon nmy mind and memory. g

In the forenoon of July 12, 1864, liajor Gen. Wright, Com-
manding the 6th A. 0., having made such disposition of his forces es
seemed desirable te him, rode into Washington, some five miles away,
to pay his rcspects te the President and Secoretary of War. Fighting
continuéd more or less actively during the day, but owing to the
forces in our irmediate front, and the untiring activity of a conegid-
erable body of sharpshooters ocoupying lay Mansion, whogpicked off near-
ly every man who raised above the breastworks of earth that had been
hastily thrown up, little of a satisfactory character was accomplished.
In the neighborhood of five o'clock, P. i, General ¥right, accompan-
jed by President Lincoln, several oabinet officers, members of Congress,
Yrs. Lincoln and several liady friends, returned to the Fort. Af ter
investigating the state of affairs, which was not to his satisfaction,
he Adesterminsd te shell the Lay Mansion, with the view of driving out
the large body of sharpshooters, who had s8o greatly annoyed our line
during the day, having, during the forenoon, geverely wounded in the
right thigh Colonel Ballier, of the @8th E. P. Vols.,commanding the
skirmish line and who was sitting in the toll house, his temporary
hesdquarters,

Heving dispatched his orders to the skimmish line to derloy
right end left, and lie down until after the vombardment and then re-
form and charge the enemy, liajor Gen. Wright, who was dressaed in the
full uniform of his rank, laid down upon the iront parapet of the Fort,
reclining upon his left side, head resting in left hand, faoe to the
eneuy and his field gless held in his right hend resting upon his
right hip. President Lincoln stood within the Fort, directly back of
Wright, his unusual height permiiting a fair view of the movemenis in
front. Cn the side parapet of the Fort left of front, stood side by
side, ag shown in the sccompanying diagraum, Surgecns hapin, 139
r.' p.' v.', Crawford 1024 regt. P. V. V. and a young medical offiocerxr
(name forgotten), of I think, the 93rd R. P. V. The sun's rays fall-
ing Tull upon lMajor Cen. Wright's belt and equipments, revealed at
once to a shurpshooter upon our right, armed with an English telescope
rifle, the prize awaiting his deadly micsile, and so clear was the bead
he drew upon lim that the large cunonical ball passed between Wright's
forearm and arm. The scream of such a2 ball as it rapidly pierces the
eir, ¢o well known te any old soldier, and its dangerously close prox-



imity, impelled the President to involuntarily diminish the height of
his personage, which he did by suddenly crooking his knees, whilst
Wr¥zht, not standing upon the order of his movement, quickly turned
and rolled upon the sward inside the Tortification. The dull “chuok"
quickly following the scream indicated very plainly the faot that some
unlucky one had made too close an acquaintance with the unwelcome
visitor.

Surgeon Chapin was the first to speak. and ascertaining that I had
been struck, he and my ycung German friend quickly sprang from the par-
apet whilst I sat down upon it, facing inward. Having informed him
as to the location of the wound, he quickly opened his pocket knife,
and ,without ceremony, cut from top to bottom & valuable pair of riding
boots, pahts and under garment, shook his head ominously and just as
the two were about to 1lift me inside the fort, a second deadly missile,
avidently from the same source, barely missed my head. I was carried
into the hospital building, and singularly enouzgh, to the identical
table upon which I had that day operated upon a number of other poor
viectims until about 4 o'clock. Positively refusing to take an anaes-
thetic, Surgecn Chapin,using his two little fingers as probes, vored
his way through from wound of entrance and exit, giving the horrible
sensation of two live coels being pussed through the limb, The crust
of the Fibia had heen carried away and a ragged, ugly wound made by the
bullet, which I still have and which is cut almost as mmootihly as though
by a knife, from its impoct agrinst the hard crust of the tone. Refusing
all operative procedure, I wes kept until nearly ten o'clock P. ., by
which time & train of wounded had been made up for Vashington City.

I wae assigned to "Hount Pleasant™ Hospital, arriving somotiime after

12 O'elock, M. After nine days of treatment there, during which time
erysipelas and gangrene developed, I secured a furlough, and returning
home, suffered severely, spending more than five weary months in bed
and on crutches. Seven senises were opencd, and some gixteen pieces
of dead bcne removed, before the wound finslly closed. Since then, 1t
has reopened repeatedly, a very slight blow over the wound, such as
would scarcely be noticed elsewhere, causing it to inflame and open
afresh,

I trust the above account, together with the disgram accompanying,
will afford you all necessary data required for your book.

And now, in reply to your specific queries, pernmli me to say:

id. Shot July 12, 1864, at 5:30 P. K.

2. MrX, Lincoln was within a few feet of me when wounded.

3. I stood upon the parapet when shot.

4. Hrs, Lincoln und accompanying lady friends were not permitted
to enter the fort, but sat outside in the carriages which brought them
from Washington.

5. Dr. Roberts did not dress my wound or in any way minister to
my necessities. Dr. Chapin did what was done prior to my removal to
the hospital,

6. I have no knowledge of HMHxe. Lincoln fainiting and very much
doubt if she did. Cf course, the news of my wounded condition rapidly
spread, but at no time did she see the wound, not having been permitted
to enter the fortification, in view of possible dunger, and the outcome
showed the wisdom of the commanding officer.

7. I believe Mrs. Lincoln grew faint and sick when she heard 1
had been shot, simply I ihink, as the result of physical fear, and 1
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believe lir. Lincoln attempted to rally her cenergies by telling her
"She would not make a good soldier, if she grew faint at the first
sight of bloond or scream of bullet.® Her only reply was *But dear,
suppose it had been you instead of Suregon Cruwlford?"®

8. All the parties came in large open carriages, the day being
veautifully clear and very warm. General Tright, ¥r. Lincoln, two
cabinet officers, several Gongresemen and Army Officers came within
the fort. None of the ladies were permitted inside, but sat in the
carriages thut brought them from ¥Washington. :

And now, my dear Comraude, the fucts,as far as stated, are correct,
and rest not only uron memory but have been verified by careful ref-
erence to letters written my wife et the time these occurrencepn
happened, and as she has carefully preserved all my Army correspondence
with great care, I am glud indded to give you the solid facts in the
matter.

If you sent me a circular, etc. prior to the one received in
this morning's mall, it must have gone astray. I shall be pleased to
8ee your prospectus,and of course, when the work is completed, shall -
want several copies of it.

Hoping the work will be very full, thorough and historically,
correct, and wishing you very large success both in fame and pecuni-
arily, I am, very sincexrely, in ¥. C. and L.

Yours,
(Signed)
Cornelius C.V.Crawfox¢

Chester Heights, ~
Delaware Co.,
Pa.

Sept. 47, 1900 .,
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