Lafayette in Alexandria

The Farewell Tour

In 1824, the marquis de Lafayctte
returned to the United States at
the invitation of President James
Monroe. It was his first visit since
returning to France after the
American Revolution. By this
time, Lafayette was the only
living Revolutionary War general.
Disillusioned by the excesses of
the French Revolution, Lafayetie
enjoyed his visit in the United
States so much, he stayed well
into 1825 with his son and
personal secretary. The tour
went as far north as Montpelier,
VT, and as far south as New
Orles

Lafayette traveled 6,000 miles

In 13 months,

15,

and visited all 24 states at the

time. Against the backdrop of the

contentious 1824 Presidential
election, Lafayette got a personal,
if not curated, glimpse of the
country whose independence he
fought so hard for. In return,
America got a physical reminder

of its origin story.

ing Alexandria

This portrait of Lafayette was
painted by American Rembrandt
Peale from life in 1825 at the
height of Lafayette's fame.

This silk sash, stamped with black ink, was worn by Lafayette at
a Table Lodge and Lodge Meeting of Alexandria - Washington
Lodge, No. 22. Lafayette became a momber of the Lodge in the
meeting that took place at City Hall in 1825. From the collection
of Alexandria - Washington, No. 22, AF&AM (Ne. 012).

Photo courtesy of . Adam Smartt.

ALEXANDRIA

Alexandria resident and educator,
Benjamin Hallowell, married Margaret
Farquhar the day hefore Lafavette’s visit
with Mrs. Lee on Oronoco Street.
Baoth of these major events inspired him
to write this poem:

Each fover of liberty sure

Something in honor of Lu Fayette.
There's a La Fayette watch-chain,

a La Fayette hat,

A La Fayette this. and a La Fayetie that.
But I wanted something as lusting as life,
And took to myself a La Fayette wife.

To cemmemorate
Lafayette's visit to
/ America, decorative
- wares such as
- miniatures, portraits,
gloves, ribbons, and ceramics were created and
sold in many of the cities along the General's
route. The mug fragment on the left is from
A4AX93 Feature 11 and the coffee can on the
right is from 44AX1 Feature 7. Both are lusterad
transfer printed peariware pleces, decorated with
the engraving “Lafayette Crowned at Yorktown."
Photograph by Gavin Ashworth for Ceramics In America.
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Before Lafayette arrived in Alexandria,
preparations for his lodging began with a
conversation between neighbors and friends.
As custom, the party should have stayed at
Mayor Roberts house, but it was quickly
realized his house was too small to
accommodate the esteemed visiter and his
travaling companions. Mayor Roberts asked his
friend and neighber Mrs, Lawrason for the use
of her home. It was requested she and her
family vacate for his overnight visit. Today, the
house is still known as the “Lafayette House.”
From the collection of the Office of Historic Alexandria.



