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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA 

____________________________________ 
 
 
 
In the Matter of:    ) 

) 
ESTABLISHING PROCEDURES FOR )  Administrative Order 
EXPUNGEMENT PETITIONS FILED )  No. 2021 - 82 
PURSUANT TO A.R.S. § 36-2862(A) ) 
      ) 
____________________________________) 
 
 In the November 3, 2020, election, by ballot initiative, Arizona voters approved the Smart 
and Safe Arizona Act (the Act), which legalizes and regulates the production, sale, possession, and 
consumption of recreational marijuana by persons age 21 and older within the state.  Among the 
provisions of Proposition 207 is one that allows a person who has been arrested for, charged with, 
adjudicated or convicted by trial or plea of, or sentenced for specified offenses to petition the court 
to have the record of the arrest, charge, adjudication, conviction, or sentence expunged. 
  
 Effective July 12, 2021, persons who are eligible for expungement may petition the court 
for relief as provided by the Act.  This administrative order establishes standardized procedures 
for municipal and justice of the peace courts and the superior court to implement the expungement 
process pursuant to Rule 36, Rules of Criminal Procedure. 
 
 Therefore, pursuant to Article VI, Section 3, of the Arizona Constitution, 
 
 IT IS ORDERED that, in addition to the requirements of A.R.S. § 36-2862 and Rule 36, 
Rules of Criminal Procedure, all courts, including clerks, shall comply with the following 
procedures for processing expungement petitions and expungement orders that are granted: 

 
1. Assign a civil case number to the petition if the applicable criminal case file has been 

purged and no pre-existing criminal case number can be located or if the petition seeks 
to expunge an arrest record that did not lead to the filing of a complaint, information, 
or indictment.  If the petition for expungement is granted, the civil case must be sealed. 
 

2. Seal the entire case file if the charges being expunged constitute the entirety of the 
complaint, information, or indictment, including the petition to expunge and related 
responses, motions, and orders, and allow the records to be accessed only by the person 
whose record was expunged or the person’s attorney.  

 
3. Seal all records contained within the case file relating to the expunged arrest, charge, 

adjudication, conviction, and sentence, including the petition to expunge and related 
responses, motions, and orders as to the applicable counts if the charges being 
expunged constitute less than the entirety of the complaint, information, or indictment.  

https://www.azcourts.gov/Portals/20/2021%20Rules/ASC-R210023%20-%205-21-2021%20-%20FILED%20-%20ORDER%20RE%20ADOPTING%20RULE%2036%20ARCRP.pdf?ver=2021-06-01-165027-297
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Upon receipt of a public records request, the court must withhold case records related 
solely to the expunged charges, redact references to the expunged portions of the case 
file, and allow public access to the records containing information concerning the  
charges that were not expunged in the case file.  

 
4. Mark the individual charge in the case management system as expunged, sending a 

standard disposition code (EX) to the Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) 
Central Case Index to remove all references to the expunged charge from public access 
and e-access. 

 
5. Quash any outstanding warrants related to the expunged charges, issue a new warrant 

listing the charges not expunged and for which a warrant should remain valid, reduce 
any outstanding monetary obligation balance to zero (including arrearages) for only the 
offenses subject to expungement, terminate any remaining probation sentence for only 
the offenses subject to expungement, adjust any outstanding payment contracts, and 
update the FARE program, if applicable.  
 

6. Comply with Rule 123(c)(2)(C), Rules of the Supreme Court, by ensuring that all 
sealed information related to the expunged charge is redacted from any record provided 
in response to a public record request. 
 

7. Protect from public access any verbatim recording of a court proceeding involving an 
expunged charge.    
  

8. Insert the petition and the order for expungement into the applicable criminal case file 
and maintain the case file in compliance with the applicable retention schedule. 
Issuance of an expungement order does not extend retention of the underlying case 
record, if any.  If no underlying case record exists, either because it was purged or 
because no charge was ever filed, retain all records related to the expungement petition 
for the applicable retention period. 

 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that courts will provide statistical data on expungement cases 

to the AOC in a manner prescribed by the Administrative Director. 
 

Dated this 26th day of May, 2021. 
 
      FOR THE COURT: 
 
 
 
             
      ROBERT BRUTINEL 
      Chief Justice 



 
 
                       SUPREME COURT OF ARIZONA                 
                                                                
In the Matter of                  )  Arizona Supreme Court      
                                  )  No. R-21-0023              
RULE 36, RULES OF CRIMINAL        )                             
PROCEDURE,                        )                             
                                  )                             
                                  )                             
                                  )                             
__________________________________)       FILED 05/21/2021                           
 

ORDER ADOPTING ON AN EMERGENCY BASIS 
RULE 36, ARIZONA RULES OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE 

On March 1, 2021, David K. Byers, on behalf of the 

Administrative Office of the Courts, filed a rule petition 

proposing the adoption, on an emergency basis, of a new Rule 36 

of the Arizona Rules of Criminal Procedure.  Having considered 

the petition and the public’s comments regarding the petition,  

IT IS ORDERED, pursuant to Rule 28(h)(2) of the Rules of 

the Arizona Supreme Court, that new Rule 36 of the Arizona Rules 

of Criminal Procedure is adopted in accordance with the 

attachment to this order, effective July 12, 2021. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Court will consider whether 

to adopt Rule 36 on a permanent basis during its August 2021 

Rules Agenda. 

DATED this 21st day of May, 2021. 
 
 
 
      ______/s/________________________ 
      ROBERT BRUTINEL 
      Chief Justice 
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TO: 

Rule 28 Distribution List 
David K Byers 
Hon Dan R Slayton 
Kenneth N Vick 
Jared G Keenan 
Ellen S Katz 
Brenda Munoz Furnish 
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ATTACHMENT 
ARIZONA RULES OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE 

Rule 36. Expunging Marijuana Records and Restoring Civil Rights  
(a) Generally.  This rule governs petitions to expunge records, vacate convictions, and 

restore civil rights that are filed under A.R.S. § 36-2862. 
(1) Contents of a Petition.   

(A) A petition must state the following:  
(1) the name, address, date of birth, and the email address, if known, for the 

subject of the petition; 
(2) any name, if different from above used by the person who is the subject of 

the petition at the time of arrest or charge; 
(3) the offense for which expungement is being requested;  
(4) the name of the arresting agency; and 
(5) if charges were filed, the court’s case number.  

(B) To assist the court in locating the records to be expunged, the petition should 
also state, if known: 
(1) the date of arrest; 
(2) if charges were filed, the name of the prosecuting agency; 
(3) if the case was initially filed in a justice court but was transferred to the 

superior court, the name of the justice court and the justice court case 
number;   

(4) whether there are any outstanding warrants or active payment plans; and  
(5) whether the subject of the petition was sentenced to probation. 

(2) Petitioner’s Signature; Attachments.  If the petition is filed by the person who is 
the subject of the petition, the petitioner must sign the petition with the following 
declaration “I declare under penalty of perjury that the information I have 
provided in this Petition and any attachments is true and correct to the best of my 
knowledge.”  The petitioner may attach supporting documents and affidavits to the 
petition.  

(3) Petitions Filed by a Prosecuting Agency.  If a prosecuting agency files for 
expungement under A.R.S. § 36-2862(I), the petition must include the information 
required by (a)(1)(A), other than the email address, unless known, for the subject 
of the petition, and any information specified in (a)(1)(B) that the prosecutor 
knows at the time of filing. 
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(4) Place of Filing; Filing Fee.  If the subject of the petition was charged with the 
offense listed in the petition, the petition must be filed in the court where the 
complaint or citation was concluded.  If the case commenced in a justice court and 
was transferred to a superior court, the petition must be filed in the superior court.  
If the subject of the petition was arrested but never charged, the petition must be 
filed in the superior court in the county where the arrest occurred.  The clerk may 
not charge a fee for filing a petition. 

(b) Processing of Petition.  
(1) Dismissal of the Petition.  The court may dismiss a petition that fails to provide 

sufficient information to identify the records to be expunged.  Before dismissing 
the petition for this reason, the court should refer the petitioner to the instructions 
for the petition form that will be published under (f) and inform the petitioner that 
the petition will be dismissed if the required information is not filed within 45 
days. 

(2) Transmitting Petition Filed by the Subject of the Petition.  If the petition is not 
dismissed under (b)(1), the court must send a copy of the petition and supporting 
documentation submitted by the petitioner to the applicable prosecuting agency no 
later than 10 days after filing.  The court must notify the prosecuting agency that 
the court may grant the petition if the State does not file a response within the time 
allowed by (b)(4).  

(3) Processing a Petition Filed by a Prosecuting Agency.  If a prosecuting agency 
files a petition, the prosecuting agency must notify the person who is the subject of 
the petition.  The person is not required to make an appearance or file a response. 

(4) Response.  No later than 30 days after the petition is filed, an opposing party may 
file a response stating its objections to the petition, if any.  The party filing the 
response must send a copy of the response to the petitioner. 

(5) Reply.  The petitioner may file a reply no later than 15 days after the response is 
filed. 

(c) Hearing.  
(1) Basis for a Hearing.  The court may set a hearing on the petition on either party’s 

request or if the court concludes there are genuine issues of fact regarding whether 
the petition should be granted.  

(2) Time for Hearing.  The hearing must be held no later than 120 days after the 
petition is filed, unless the court finds good cause for an extension.  

(d) Disposition.  
(1) Failure to Respond.  The court may decide the petition without a hearing if no 

response is filed within the time allowed by (b)(4), or if the petition was filed by a 
prosecuting agency.  
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(2) Stay of Sentence.  The court has discretion to stay any aspect of the sentence 
imposed pending disposition of the petition. 

(3) Burden of Proof.  The court must grant the petition unless the prosecuting agency 
establishes by clear and convincing evidence that the offense is not eligible for 
expungement or if the court finds that the offense identified in the petition is not 
eligible for expungement. 

(4) Action on Granting the Petition.  If the court grants the petition, the court must, 
as to any applicable count, vacate the conviction and sentence, if any, order that 
any record of the arrest, charge, conviction and sentence be expunged, and restore 
the civil rights of the subject of the petition, including the right to possess a 
firearm unless otherwise prohibited. 

(5) Order.  The court must enter a signed order stating the court’s findings of fact and 
conclusions of law.  

(e) Notice by Clerk.  If the court grants the petition, the clerk must transmit the order to 
the arresting law enforcement agency identified in the petition and the Department of 
Public Safety.  If the order is issued by a superior court, the clerk must also transmit 
the order to the justice court identified in the petition and to the probation department, 
if a term of probation was imposed. 

(f) Forms. The Administrative Director of the Administrative Office of the Courts is 
authorized to create and modify forms and instructions for use by the public and the 
courts to implement this rule.  The director shall make the forms available on the self-
service page of the Arizona Judicial Branch website, azcourts.gov.  Any substantial 
variation from these forms must first be approved by the Administrative Director.  A 
petitioner may file a petition that varies from the approved form so long as it includes 
the information required by this rule and complies with Rule 1.6. 
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