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Statement from House Speaker Ben Toma

STATE CAPITOL, PHOENIX - House Speaker Ben Toma addressed the disorderly and chaotic
disruption of House proceedings by Democrats today.

“One thing is clear: Democrats are so eager to enshrine in our state constitution a right to kill
unborn children up until birth with virtually no restrictions. Under the Democrats’ view, partial
birth abortions would be allowed, and minors could get abortions on demand without parental
consent or a court order. That’s not healthcare or reproductive care. The Democrats’ approach to
this issue is unconscionable, it’s extreme, and Arizonans do not agree with such an unrestricted
right to abortion that would jeopardize women’s health and safety.

“The issue of abortion and protecting the lives of the unborn is a very emotionally charged,
complicated issue, one which many Arizonans and legislators fundamentally and ethically have
firm beliefs. The Court’s 47-page ruling was released just yesterday, and we as an elected body
are going to take the time needed to listen to our constituents and carefully consider appropriate
actions, rather than rush legislation on a topic of this magnitude without a larger discussion.

“These are difficult conversations we all need to have, and we absolutely cannot have them when
Democrat legislators act as uncivilly, and engage in appallingly childish behavior, as we saw on
the House Floor today. That’s not how we debate important issues down here and | find it
completely unacceptable and disappointing. We who are elected to serve in the Arizona House of
Representatives are expected to conduct ourselves with decorum and integrity. That’s not
negotiable and something I will always uphold as Speaker of the House.”

Ben Toma is the Speaker of the Arizona House of Representatives and serves Legislative District 27,
which includes areas of Glendale, Peoria, and Phoenix. Follow him on X/Twitter at @RepBenToma.
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