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Governor Hobbs Vetoes Legislation Ensuring Voting
Rights for Disabled and Overseas Military Members

STATE CAPITOL, PHOENIX - Arizona’s Democrat Governor Katie Hobbs has vetoed HB 2393, simple
commonsense legislation sponsored by State Representative Alex Kolodin aimed to safeguard the voting
rights of disabled individuals and members of the uniformed services or citizens residing overseas during
Arizona’s Presidential Preference Election (PPE) when administered by a state political party.

Political parties may choose to opt out of participating in the publicly administered PPE, conduct one
independently, or simply choose to not have one, which is common when an incumbent President seeks re-
election. However, there is no explicit law requiring them to make accommodations for military and
disabled voters.

House Bill 2393 sought to address this gap by explicitly stating that political parties have the option to opt
out of the publicly administered PPE. More importantly, it mandated that if a party decides to conduct the
election independently, it must ensure that voters with disabilities and those protected under the Uniformed
and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (UOCAVA) are provided with the necessary means to
participate.

“Governor Hobbs’ decision to veto this bill is not only irresponsible but also detrimental to the
democratic rights of some of our most vulnerable citizens,” said Representative Kolodin. “This action
leaves a critical aspect of our state law ambiguous, failing to secure the voting rights of individuals
with disabilities and our dedicated servicemembers. At a time when ensuring access to the democratic
process should be of utmost importance, this veto represents a significant step backward. It’s as if
the Governor believes maintaining a murky legal landscape is preferable to granting clear and
equitable voting rights to all Arizonans. This isn’t just about policy — it’s about ensuring every voice
is heard and valued in our democracy.”

Alexander Kolodin is an attorney and Republican member of the Arizona House of Representatives serving
Legislative District 3, which includes North Scottsdale, Fountain Hills, and Rio Verde in Maricopa County.
Follow him on X/Twitter at @realAlexKolodin.
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https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/BillOverview/80253
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