
 

 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
August 5, 2024 
 
Assemblymember Buffy Wicks 
Chair, Assembly Appropriations Committee 
1021 O Street, Suite 8220 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

 
Re: SB 1233 (Wilk) - SUPPORT 
 

 
Dear Chair Wicks and Committee Members,  
 
On behalf of the California Animal Welfare Association (CalAnimals), representing more than 280 
animal care and control agencies, SPCAs, humane societies, and other animal welfare organizations 
across the state, and joined specifically on this letter by 158 organizations, we are asking for your 
support of SB 1233.  
 
SB 1233 requires that the University of California and the Western University of Health Sciences jointly 
develop standards and guidelines for high-quality, high-volume spay and neuter surgical (HQHVSN) 
techniques. The bill also requires that those institutions jointly implement the standards and guidelines in 
elective coursework for their respective veterinary medicine programs, and that a high-quality, high-
volume spay and neuter certification program be made available to licensed veterinarians and registered 
veterinary technicians (RVTs).    

Trained surgeons available to perform more HVHQSN procedures are sorely needed throughout our state. 
A statewide veterinary shortage has limited shelters’ ability to get animals altered and adopted in a timely 
fashion as well as provide necessary spay/neuter services to the public. As California residents struggle to 
find accessible and affordable means to sterilize their pets, the surplus litters of puppies and kittens are 
flooding our shelters, leading to significant overcrowding. Ensuring more veterinarians are trained to help 
tackle the critical issue of pet overpopulation would be a significant step forward for California. 

We are grateful to Senator Wilk and the California Veterinary Medical Association for putting forth this 
legislation that will provide a pathway for veterinary professionals to be mentored in, and to begin using, 
the surgical techniques that will make the most efficient use of the limited veterinary resources available 
in California.  

On behalf of the animals and people of California, we strongly urge you to advance this critically important 
legislation. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jill Tucker, CAWA 
CEO 

 



 

 

Susan Taylor 
Executive Director 
Actors and Others for Animals 
 
Elena Koshta 
Co-Founder 
All Beings Cooperative Animal Rescue 
 
Teresa Parker 
Founder 
Almost Eden Rescue 
 
Amanda Jo Fisk 
Director 
Amanda’s Cat Rescue Inc 
 
Brittany Benesi 
Senior Legislative Director 
American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals 
 
Andrea Montoya 
Founder 
Andrea’s Dream Rescue 
 
Katie Larkin 
Executive Director 
Angel City Pit Bulls 
 
Cate Lemmond 
CEO 
Anicira Veterinary Center 
 
Melody Farnik 
Executive Director 
Animal Action League 
 
Kathy Steinbrecher 
Director 
Animal Coalition Group 
 
Tom Snyder 
CEO 
Animal Samaritans SPCA 
 
Cat Cottle 
Animal Services Manager 
Antioch Animal Services 

Jessica Wiebe 
Executive Director 
Animal Shelter Assistance Program 
 
Chuck Nordstrom 
Executive Director 
Bakersfield SPCA 
 
Linda Gaudel 
Shelter Manager 
Barstow Humane Society 
 
Lisa Kauffman 
Sr. Campaign Strategist 
Best Friends Animal Society 
 
Cynthia Tate Elliott 
CEO 
Blue Collar Dog Rescue 
 
Jean Silva 
Director 
Bunnies Urgently Needing Shelter 
 
Emily Acevedo 
Executive Director 
Butte Humane Society 
 
Dee Dee Drake 
Executive Director 
Calaveras Humane Society 
 
Kate Wolfson 
President 
California Pit Bull Rescue 
 
Cindi Mitchell 
Animal Control Officer 
Carmel Police Department 
 
Naomi Tobias 
CEO 
Central California Animal Disaster Team 
 
Cathy Chance 
Vice President 
Central California Labrador Retriever Rescue 
 



 

 

Linda Van Kirk 
Executive Director 
Central California SPCA 
 
Toni Fleenor 
Animal Services Officer 
Citrus Heights Animal Services 
 
Maria V. Kachadoorian 
City Manager 
City of Chula Vista 
 
Alma Torres 
Interim Animal Center Director 
City of Fresno Animal Center 
 
Caleb Enriquez 
Code Compliance Manager 
City of Hesperia 
 
Christina Avila 
Animal Control Supervisor 
City of Perris Animal Control 
 
April Stevenson 
Management Analyst 
City of Rancho Cordova Animal Services 
 
Phillip Zimmerman 
Animal Services Manager 
City of Sacramento – Front Street Animal  
 
Shad Boone 
Department Supervisor 
City of Shasta Lake Animal Control 
 
Ashley Kluza 
Animal Shelter Manager 
City of Stockton Animal Services 
 
Rigoberto Figueroa Jr. 
Animal Control Officer 
City of Wasco 
 
Angela Walters Yates 
Animal Welfare Specialist 
Citygate Associates, LLC 
 
 
 

Melvin Sparks III 
Animal Services Superintendent 
City of Norco 
 
Courtney Elliott 
Chief Animal Control Officer 
Colusa County Sheriff’s Animal Control Services 
 
Eric Anderson, DVM 
Director 
County of San Luis Obispo Animal Services 
 
Lisa Eldridge 
President 
Creature Keeper Farm and Sanctuary 
 
Vicky Thrasher 
Executive Director 
Critters Without Litters 
 
Allison Lindquist 
President/CEO 
East Bay SPCA 
 
Katy Carney 
Board Member 
Feral Cat Coalition 
 
Pip Marques de la Plata 
Executive Director 
Forgotten Felines of Sonoma County 
 
Colleen Cabral 
President 
Foster Paws of Fresno 
 
Annette Hogue 
President 
Four Paws to Love 
 
Brenda Mitchell 
Interim Director 
Fresno Humane Animal Services 
 
Pamela DaGrossa 
Vice President  
Friends of Colusa County Animal Shelter 
 
 
 



 

 

Jim Houpt 
President 
Friends of Front Street Shelter 
 
John L. Lipp 
CEO 
Friends of the Alameda Animal Shelter 
 
Brian Foran 
Director 
German Shepherd Rescue of Sacramento Valley 
 
Lori Anderson 
Vice President 
Gimme Love Animal Shelter 
 
Susan Friend LeTourneur 
President 
Golden Years Dog Sanctuary 
 
Marni Meister 
Secretary 
Greyhound Friends for Life 
 
Mark Storrey 
CEO 
Haven Humane Society 
 
Jennie Comstock 
Animal Services Administrator 
Hayward Animal Services Bureau 
 
Leandra Lawrence  
Executive Director 
Heaven on Earth Society for Animals 
 
Marina Harrison 
President 
Herd It Through the Grapevine 
 
Alyssa Bautista 
Animal Care and Services Supervisor 
Hollister Police Animal Care & Services 
 
Deborah Dillon 
Executive Director 
Humane Animal Services 
 
 
 

Jenny Hanzlik 
Shelter Director 
Humane Society for Inland Mendocino County 
 
Devon Apodaca 
Executive Director 
Humane Society of Imperial County 
 
Marilyn Jasper 
President 
Humane Society of the Sierra Foothills 
 
Stephanie Nistler 
Chief Executive Officer 
Humane Society of Truckee-Tahoe 
 
Dr. Christina Sisk 
Executive Director 
Humane Society of Ventura County 
 
Kurt Krukenberg 
President 
Humane Society Silicon Valley 
 
Pam Runquist 
Senior Director 
Humane Society Veterinary Medial Alliance 
 
Cherie Flores 
Founder/Executive Director 
InfintePawsAbilities 
 
Nikole Bresciani 
President & CEO 
Inland Valley Humane Society & SPCA 
 
Merry Bates 
President 
Island Cat Resources and Adoption 
 
Susan Lee Vick 
CEO 
Joybound People & Pets 
 
Linda Lane 
CEO (shared) 
K9 Best Friends Forever 
 
 
 



 

 

Robin Unander La Berge 
President 
Kennels 2 Couches 
 
Nick Cullen 
Director of Kern County Animal Services 
Kern County Animal Services 
 
Kim Kunst 
Founder/CEO 
Kim’s Nurturing Nest Animal Sanctuary 
 
Toni Barrett 
Executive Director 
Kitty Bungalow 
 
Karen Robles 
President 
Labs 2 Love Rescue, Inc. 
 
Michele Garfinkel 
Attorney 
Law Office of Michele Garfinkel 
 
Elena Rodriguez 
Founder 
Lets Rescue Dogs 
 
Meghan Ramczyk 
Manager 
Lodi Animal Services 
 
Melanie Wagner 
Bureau Manager 
Long Beach Animal Care Services 
 
Michelle Kelly 
CEO 
Los Angeles Rabbit Foundation 
 
Ivan Mendez 
Sergeant 
Los Banos Animal Shelter 
 
Nancy Moore 
Treasurer 
Lucky Dog Rescue 
 

Nancy McKenney 
CEO  
Marin Humane 
 
Carrie Ridgway 
Executive Director 
Mary S. Roberts Pet Adoption Center 
 
Vince Wong 
Vice President, Public Affairs 
Michelson Center for Public Policy 
 
Brittany Pratt 
Animal Services Manager 
Mono County Animal Services 
 
Katie Ribardiere 
Shelter Director 
Napa County Animal Shelter 
 
Jerrica Owen 
Executive Director 
National Animal Care and Control Association 
 
Craig Griesbach 
Director of Emergency Services 
Nevada County Office of Emergency Services 
 
Barbara Gale 
Treasurer and General Manager 
NorCal German Shorthaired Pointer Rescue  
 
Sheryl Davidson 
President 
Oakdale Tiny Paws Rescue 
 
Hilary Danehy 
Director of Spay and Neuter 
Ohlone Humane Society 
 
Alison Turner 
Founder 
On the Road to Rescue 
 
Kevin Marlin 
Executive Director 
Orange County Animal Allies 
 
 
 



 

 

Tracy (Nikki) Rosales 
Founder 
Our Underdog Rescue Squad 
 
Julie Linford 
President 
Outcast Cat Help 
 
Dan Rossi 
Executive Director 
Palm Springs Animal Shelter 
 
Rick Boyd 
Animal Control Manager 
Palms-N-Paws Animal Shelter/29 Palms Animal 
Control 
 
Cody Macartney 
Supervising Animal Control Officer 
Palo Alto Animal Control 
 
Robert T. Armbrust 
CEO 
Palo Alto Humane 
 
Dia DuVernet 
President and CEO 
Pasadena Humane 
 
Dawn Pattison 
President 
Paws of Duty Longing Inc. 
 
Alex Tonner 
Founder/President 
Paws For Life K9 Rescue 
 
Anthony Tansimore 
President 
Peninsula Humane Society & SPCA 
 
Wendolyn Aragon 
President 
Pet Assistance Foundation 
 
Olivia Kristiansen 
CEO 
Pets Lifeline 
 
 

Charlene Mercadante 
President/Founder 
Pink Paws for the Cause 
 
Leilani Fratis 
CEO 
Placer SPCA 
 
Lynne Achterberg 
Founder 
Project Purr 
 
Katie Campbell 
President and CEO 
RedRover 
 
Mary Stage 
Sargent/Supervisor 
Ridgecrest Animal Shelter & Care 
 
Karen Spiegel 
Supervisor 
Riverside County Second District Supervisor 
 
Beverly Berger 
President 
Rottweiler Rescue of Los Angeles 
 
Sarah Haney 
Interim CEO 
Sacramento SPCA 
 
Fran Cole 
Executive Director 
Sammie’s Friends 
 
Gary Weitzman, DVM 
President and CEO 
San Diego Humane Society 
 
Jennifer Scarlett 
CEO 
San Francisco SPCA 
 
Cynthia Rigney 
Board President 
San Gabriel Valley Humane Society 
 
 
 



 

 

Craig Yeutter 
Member 
San Jose Feral Cat Rescue 
 
Nicole Donnelly 
Board Member 
SNAP – Spay Neuter Action Project 
 
Kerri Burns 
CEO 
Santa Barbara Humane 
 
Amber Rowland 
General Manager 
Santa Cruz County Animal Services 
 
Alison Talley 
Executive Director 
Santa Cruz SPCA 
 
Teri Rockhold 
Director 
Selma Animal Services 
 
Galina Weinkam 
Founder and Director 
SEN Foundation Animal Rescue 
 
Sharon Dressler 
CEO/Owner 
Sharebear Pet Care, LLC 
 
Sarah Rueli 
Growth Manager 
ShelterLuv 
 
Linn Tyhurst 
Board President 
Siskiyou Humane Society 
 
Nickolaus Sackett 
Director of Legislative Affairs 
Social Compassion in Legislation 
 
Brian Whipple 
Director of Animal Services 
Sonoma County Animal Services 
 
 
 

Sara Fulton 
President 
South Bay Purebred Rescue 
 
Denise Woodside 
Executive Director 
Southeast Area Animal Control Aughority 
(SEAACA) 
 
Kelly Souza 
Founder 
Spay and Neuter Education and Rescue Support 
(SANE) 
 
Mike Murray 
President 
Spay-Neuter-Action-Project S.N.A.P. 
 
Scott Delucchi 
President & CEO 
SPCA Monterey County 
 
Debora Dillon 
Executive Director 
SPCA of Slano County 
 
Madeline Bernstein 
President 
spcaLA 
 
Vaughn Maurice 
Executive Director 
Stanislaus Animal Services Agency 
 
Christi Metropole 
CEO 
Stray Cat Alliance  
 
Megan Anderson 
Animal Services Manager 
Sutter Animal Services Authority 
 
Ann Chasson 
President 
The Dancing Cat 
 
Jenny Berg 
California State Director 
The Humane Society of the United States 
 



 

 

Hilary Wheeler 
Medical Director 
The Street Dog Coalition 
 
Renee Harris 
Animal Sheltering Consultant 
Top2Cats Consulting 
 
Adriana Atteberry 
Animal Services Supervisor 
Town of Apply Valley 
 
Susan James 
President 
Tri-Valley Animal Rescue 
 
Robert Piccolo 
Executive Director 
Valley Animal Center 
 
Melanie Sadek 
President 
Valley Humane Society 
Katie Van Tassel 
Office Manager 
VCA San Martin Animal Hospital 
 
 
 

Phil Rarick 
Interim Director of Animal Services 
Ventura County Animal Services 
 
Michelle Russilo 
President 
WAGS Pet Adoption 
 
Karol Fair 
CFO 
Westside Rescue 
 
Linda Blake 
Dog Team Leader 
Whiskers Tails and Ferals 
 
Emily L'Heureux 
CEO 
Woods Humane Society 
 
Eva Liou 
Founding Director 
Woody Feral Cat Support Group 
 
Krista Dunlop 
Executive Director 
Yucaipa Valley Animal Placement Society 
 
 

 
 


