City of Madison Landmarks Commission
LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM (1)
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I. Name of Buillding or Site

(1) Common (2) Historic (if applicable)
Plerce Houss Garnhart or Plerce ilouss

11. location

(1) Street Address (2) Ward (available @ City Clerk)
424 North Pinckney Street

amarstas

ITI. Classification

Athowerd

(1) Type of Property (building, monument, park, etc.)

Bullding---residence

(2) Zowning District
- Fe

(3) Present Use
: apartment house

IV, Current Owner of Property (available at City Assessor's office)
(1) Name(s)

Jemes Korb

(2) Street Address (3) Telephone Number
1244 Sherman Avenue 255-3020
sy e e e e e D T TR A i i i Fmr R

V. Legal Description (available at City Assessor's office).

(1) Parcel Number (2) Legal Description , '
, ORIEINA, Prar nW BET ar (67 § ANL wp 26785 nNw PR

SV w0704 of Lor G Bk 93
e e T e ——

VI. Condition of Property

(1) Physical Condition (excellent, good, fair, deteriorated, ruins)

exceallent
(2) Altered or Unaltered? (3) Moved or Original Site?
Zxterior unaltaered, but interior original
altarad :

(4) vall Construction
Stone walls two feel, thick held by stese’ pins.

(5) Opn a separate sheet of paper, describe the present and original
physical construction and appearance (limit 500 words).
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V1.(5) Describe Present and Original Physical Construction and

Appearance:
Thepgkchitectual style of the Plerce house ig considersd to bs

homanssoue according to a Wis. State Journal writsr in 1928, bHetty
Cass. At one time this house wag thought to be th moet besutiful in
“sdlson with its sweening lswns, ornate wrought iron from Sweden and
stables and bardn which were located behind it. Jriginally, the house |
was bullt in a grove of butternut tress and the first owner wae
Alexander 4. McDonald or Melonnsll who cvomr.eslonsed ths architsctual ;
firn of Kutzbock ani Lonnel to build it in 1858, They were instructed .
to tuilé "the finast house money could buy." hr. MeDonald enjoysd
belng the flrst resident of what w s later 1,0 he known as "Big sug
H1ll. It is g2id that t'.e architect deslgned the house to look like a
castle In Scotland with besutifully arched vindows, From Carrara,ltaly;
came the marble for the fireplocss and from Venics ths glass ovar ths
front door. The garved entiance door and bialuster and reil of the
splrel staircase which vinds four flighte from basement to supolz are
s0l11d meho~sny and carved in Madison by a mén namsd Grandfsther Fred-
criczson. The sniral stalrcszes 1s supportac by a 3x5 stone pier in the'
basament . _ :

There originally wes a wrought iron fence zroind the house, and
¢lso wooden sidewalks,

An &nonymous writer in describing the Youse wrote:

“is Donnel bullt t' isg house, he used his designs frow the capitol..
*he fover 3f the houss e similar to the corridors of the olad capltol.
There 18 statuary niches built into the valle outlined in gold laaf
~nd flower palntings on the wslle. The roon: on the left, which was ths
1iving room 1s a replice of the Assembly Chember; the handmoulded
leaf friez ¢ work and trs high rosette medallion on the celling which
matches thz one on the msentle are the same :s ware in the Assembly
Chember. The room on ttre right, which was the parlor, hass a frieze
snd a8 celling medallion which replicates the Sensate Chember. A4nother
room on ths first floor is a replica of the Governor's Reception FRoom.
In the 0. iginal housa, the kitchen was in trne basement and the dining
room next Lo 1t. Before the other houses were bullt around 1t, 424
had & barn behind it. & tunnal connected the houss and ths barn so
that occup nts could bs safe from such dengers as Indilan sttecks."

here oririnal'y was a total of 21 rooms in the house.
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VII. Significance_.

(1) Original Owner (2) Original Use
Alexander 4. McDonsld or Mchonnell pPrivate home
(3) Architect or Builder (4) Architectural Style
Samuel Hunter Donnel end ’ [Sr .
August Kutzbock Romar escue ’C"br'“-“qb'ﬂ"ic’amoj
(5) Pate of Construction (6) Indigenous Materials Used
1858 Prairie du Chien sandstons

(7) On a separate sheet of paper, describe the significancé of the
- nominated property and its conformance o the designation criteria
of the Landmarks Commission Ordinance (33.01),1imit of 500 words.

VIII. List of Bibliographical References Used

L. snonymous writer, A brief History of 424 North Finckney
1] 1]
2. Wisconsin Statedourrsl, Madison Day by Day, by Betty Cass, Oct.
1938 -
3. Dsan, Jeffrey and Custer, Frank, "Sandstons and Buffalo koves," ‘
City Planning Dept., 1969,

. Holmes, Wiscongin, "Wisconsin in the Fire Arts," Vol. 11., ppf
5. BE4.56K,
6. Wisconsin State Journsl, Alexius Baas, June 22, 1947.
7.
3.
S

I1X. Form Prepared By:

(1) Name and Ticle
Lols sStoler (Mrs. lorton Stoler,) Magte: of Sclence

(2) Organization Represented (1£ any)

(3) Address o "1 (4) Telephone Number
1129 Friseh Kd. 271-2548

(3) Date Nomination Form Was Prepared
April 2, 1971
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VII.(7) Significance of Nominated Property and Conformance to
Designation Criteria:

the Plerce house dessrves to be nominated as a Madlson lancmark unger
ltems 1, 2 and 3 of the desf\ynation criteria.

iiolmes's Volume II History of Wiscdnsin states:

"Madison's most berutiful homs from an architectual point of view
1s the ho se at the sothwest corner of &, Gilman and N. Pinckney St.
Variously ‘'movn as the Garnhart or Plerce house, it was built as a
resldence in 18%8 for Alexander A, McDonnell, contractor for the
second Btate Capltol, who 1s said to have brought skilled Italian
stone cuttsrs from the rast to make its beautitul stone carvings. A
clrcular stalrway leedire to the top floor added to 1ts squally bsaut-
1ful interilor. In its delicate and ornate carvings and traceries it wad
Madison's nearest approech to an "architectual dresm," .

The booklet "Sandstones and Buffalo Fotes," frther states,

"The house is full of dlscoverises, Its large. double windows
lncorporat: a wooden version of Gothic plate tracery and the side pedi-’
ments contain quatrefoil windows. Parallel rows of corbel tables run
under a roof line formed by three intersscting gable roofs. At the cordecrs
are vestiglal medlaeval bastions resembling large torches. The house id
trimmed wilth intricate wrought ironwork and the whole package 1lsg ?
topped off with an octa onazl Italiznats cupola. Inside, a superb spiral
stalrway soars from the basement to the cupola."

¥re. Oscar Jensen, s former owner of the Plerce house has photo=
graphg of Lhe interior tefore it was remodelsd.

In 1868 the house was s0ld to the Garrhart Tamily and one of the
Garnhert ¢iris( there were five) married a Justice of the Wisconsin
Supreme Court named Orssmus Cole and they lived in the houss until
1887. 1In that year Sarah Falrchild Dsan Conover, sister of the Kep-
ublican governor, Lucius Falrchild, moved into the house with her
husband wao was a professor of Greek at the University of Wigconsine
ihe nouse was the scsne of many elegant dinners and receptions. Sarah'ls
brother, Charlss owned ths house for a few yearg, and then in 1900
1t war sold to the Griffith family. They vere the last family to live
In 1t becausce in 1906 1t was s0ld to Carrie L. Plerce and she turned it
tnto a rooming house f1lled with many interesting people. In 1638
"r. Uscer Jensen bought the house and it wes he who remodeled it into
apartmnents, slthough he tried to kesp as much ar possible., For instance
the parlor doors were sealed into the walle with the keys in cace
the house shouuld ons dey be restorsd. In 1955 t4e house was gold to
Orlando Richerds, and he sold it in 1957 tc Helen Qakland. In 1967
Mres. Oskl:nd sold it tc James L. Korb.




