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City of Madison Landmarks Commission
LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM (1)

I. Name of Building or Site

D A e e Tty A N R Rz

(1) Common

A

"0ld Synacosue"

I1. Location

(2) Historic (if applicable)

Shaare Shomaim Synagocue

{l1) Street Address
300 Block, East Gorham Street

(2) Ward (available @ City Clerk)
Iy

11I. Classification

Building

(1) Type of Property (building, monument, park, etec.)

{2) Zoning District

Conservancy

e

-~

(3) Present Use

Under Restoration

IV. Current Owner of Property (available at City Assessor's office)

(1) Name(s)

City of Madison

(2) Street Address (3) Telephor~ Number
210 Monona Avenue
= T I R AT Sk
V. Legal Description (available at City Assessor's office)
(1) Parcel Number (2) Legal Description
0709-14;-0101~6 {Tax Exempt)

Vi. Condition of Property

S e

(1) Physical Condition (excellent, good, fair, deteriorated, ruins)

Deteriorated, project to restore undérway;

Unaltered

(2) Altered or Unaltered?

{exterior)

(3) Moved or Original Site?

Moved on July 16, 1971.

(4) Wall Construction

Sandstone front; brick sides and rean

(5) On a separate sheet of paper,
physical construction and appe

describe the present and original

arance (limit 500 words).



. City of Madison lLandmarks Commission
LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM (2)

V1.(5) Describe Present and Original Physical Construction and

Appearance: :

A 28- by 51-foot one-story sandstone and briek structure reflec-
ting a degree of Victorian eclecticism, with Jerman and Go%hic influ-
ences in a style identified by Wew York Times architectural writer,

Ada Louise Huxtable, as "Rundbogenstil." Designed by August Kutzbock,
a8 prominent Madison architect of the 1850's to mid-1860's, it was
built in 1863. Principal exterior features include an ornate battle-
mented facade with parapets at the front gable end and a central facade
rise of several feet over that of the roof ridge line and terminsating
in a triangle whose sides parallel the roof slopes. The triangular
portion is capped with a stone coping. In the center of the triangle
is & large, circular, stone-framed opening which once dontained &
decorative wheel window. The opening no longer contains glass but is
closed with woven wire fencing for protection, The original wheeél-
shaped window mullions remain under this coverineg.

In front of the main facade is & small, gable-roofed vestibule
about two-thirds story high, the facade of which also rises as a
triangle covered with stone coping but terminating in a flat, square
cap. There is a pilaster at either side and a doorway with a denticu-
lated lintel and stone 8ill, The original doors and framswork have
been replaced with a metal frame and glass door. The original steps
on the original West Washington Avenue site were replaced with concrete
with handrails of metal pipe.

Fenestration includes tall, narrow, round-arched windows on the
sldes of the vestibule and on either side of the front slevation, The
latter windows are set within a decorative recessed pansl framed in
stone arches, with a narrow portion of stone separating the paired
windows sharing a common stone siil., Side windows are wider, mullioned
and round-arched, having semi-circular transoms with three panes sep-
arated by radial mullions. ' :

The original appearance of the much-altered interior is not
definitely known., The building was used as a synagogue only for 16
years, after which it was used by m succession of other denominations
and eventually converted to commercial uses., The huge original osak
Joists in the basement are still firm and solid. The interior of the
building was recently (late-1971) gutted for restoration.

- This building was original sited at 21l West Washington Avenue,
but suecessfully moved, with federal matching funds, to its present
gsite at the corner of East Gorham and North Butler Streets in James
Madison Park on July 16, 1971. It is, therefore, presently resting
on double-thick concrete-block foundation walls.

™



City of Madison Landmarks Commission
LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM (3)

— N O
VI1. Significance '
(1) Original Owner (2) Original Use
Shaare Shomaim consregation Synagogue
(3) Architect or Builder (4) Architectural Style
August Kutzbock, architect , "Rundboqenstil“ (Ada L, Huxtable)
(5) Date of Construction {6) Indigenous Materials Used
1863 sandstone front

(7) On a separate sheet of paper, describe the significance of the
nominated property and its conformance to the designation criteria
of the Landmarks Commission Ordinance (33.01),limit of 500 words.

et 4 o e s k1 b L

VII1. List of Bibliographical References Used

1. Swarensky, Manfred, From Jeneration to Generation, The Story of
the Madison Jewish Community, 1351-1955; tladison, Wis., 1955,

2. Holmes, Fred L., Ed., Wisconsin, Lewis Pub. Co., Chicago; 1946,
Vol 2, pp., 56L4-5.

3. Custer Frank, "City's First Synagogue...Is Snld fgain," Madison,
Wis., The Capital Times, July 12, 1962, .

4. Kutzbock, August, "Leaves Irom a record book," 1855-68, kept by

) A, Kutzbock, Madison Architect: manuscripts collection, State

5. - Historical Society of Wisconsin, Madison,

6.

7.

8.

IX. Form Prepared By:

(1) Name and Title - rfompiled from a National Renister Form prepared by
Donald N. Anderson, Assistant Director, Hist., Sites & Markers Div.,
State Historiecnl society of Wisconsin,

(2) Organization Represented (if any)
State Historical Society of Wisconsin

(3) Address (4) Telephone Number
816 State Street, Madison 262-0746

(5) Date Nomination Form Was Prepared ‘
National Hegister Form prepared Dec. 17, 1970; compiled Dec, 1lp, '71




City of Madison Landmarks Commission
LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM (4)

Vfi.(?) Significance of Nominafédjggoperty and Conformance to
Designation Criteria:

The "Old Synagogue" conforms to Nog. 1, 2 and 3, and even per-
haps of No. L, of the Desisnation Criteria. It was the first syna-
pogue erected in Wisconsin and has figured prominently not only in’
association with the first “adison Jewish congregation, but also with
several Christian conmresations as well. It is thought to be the third
oldest synapgozue still standing in the United States. It wasg designed
by the architect, fugust Kutzbock, of the second state capitol built
in Madison (the third is now standing), end of several Landmark and
landmark-quality houses in the city. .

The first Jew to settle in Madison was Samuel Klauber, who came
in the late 1840's near the time of Wisconsin's statehood., By 1856
there were seventeen Jewish families in town and they met to form a
congregation, This was originally named Ahavath Achim {Brother Love)
but was later changed to Shaare Shomaim (Gates of Heaven), The member:
were German Jewish immigrants who had come directly from Europe to
Wisconsin and therefore represented a distinet cultural transplant to
the midwest (further reinforcing Miss Huxtable'sg definition of this
building's Germanic style)}, The congregation purchased the West Waghe
ington Avenue site in 1862 and the building was dedicated on September
5, 1863, in a ceremony attended by the Governor of Wisconsin, the
mayor of Madison, members of the State Supreme Court and the archi-
tect. In 1865 the Wisconsin Legislature gathered in this synagogue
for a public memorial meeting after the assassination of President
Abraham Lincoln.

‘ The congrecation remained small, at no time with more than
twenty families as members, and eventually dwindled to five members
in 1879, when the conmregation remted the buiiding to the Unitarian
Society. The buildine was not sold, however, until 1916, Thereafter
it was used as a funeral parlor, a covernment storaze facility, the
Church of Christ, and for a succession of professional and business
ventures, the last being a veterinary clinic. The existence of
the Shaare Shomaim conzregation did not finally end until 1922,
During its official history, from 1856 to 1922, it kept the only com-

plete record of any Jewish organization in Madison; a record now housed

at the Jewish Historical Society in New York Citye.

The most recent chapter in the dramatie history of this building

a history still on-going today, began in July, 1970, when its then-
owner, Fiore Coal and 0il Company, decided to demolish it for a major
new office complex. A citizens organization was formed, under the
leadership of Mrs. Lois Stoler, and it named itgelf after the second
name of the buildina, "Gates of Heaven," A last-minute fund drive
was successful and, after the building was placed on the National
Register of Historic Places around Christmas of 1970, an application
for federal matching funds was submitted to HUD on March 22, 1971.

In May, funds were avproved for the 860,000 project. On July 16, 1971,
after being jacked-up and placed on 96 aireraft wheels, the 0ld Syna-
nRogue was rolled about one mile throurh downtown Madison stireets to
its new site whare, on July 19, 1971, it was lowered gently on to its
new foundation walls, The completion of the restoration of this buile
ding is scheduled for 1972 under the augpices of the City of Madison,

3

In the future it i3 to be used as. a public meeting hall. (12/14/71)
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“Move Has
Lots Agog - -
. By STEVEN Lovejoy - . ©
. Of The»S.tate Journal Staff . ...
. Slow and easy—casy” s y oo
the Gates of Heaven Syne
agogue wound iis woy to a. . -
new home i1 James Madison N
Park Friday ag hendreds - -
watched, some skeptically, T
- But the old building arrived .
safely afier being trucke d -

through the downtown ares. -

ducking wires and peles and
disrupting traific slightly dur. - -
ing -ig Seven-hour, ope.mile L
frip, .. "

- Police providad g safety es- -
cort as the building ereaked B
4 alohg_,‘discarding a few bricks R
] under the strain,” . A i
A CROWD of about 200 peo... .1
ple gathered i the park about .. M

" ¥ pm. cheered briefly as the -
bullding cleared the telephone s
‘pole on N. Butler 5t by a few.
inches and Swung across E.
Gorham St inio: the park, -
where the movers quickly.
shored it up for the weekend.: . .
" “See, still in ope piece,” - . s
3 d L crowed one worker.. RS
T TR\ S R 1 | . ANOTHER womkgr .,
N ‘T"*‘-w"““'_:“““f="‘*j‘ ST AR el e ane crawled into the underbelly of = .
S b T R s " 's- the building end dug our a - ..
o g, bottle of charmpagne from.iis. -
& lucky” hiding spot, and. the - -
y Movers celebraiad the success . .
“g .of their efforts,
. They will begin lowering the . :
building onto jts foundations . ¢«
. Monday. . The work s exe .
-pected to. be -completed Ly /-
 Friday. . P
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been ‘named zg & naiional
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The OId Synagogue takes g slow, ¢ areful ride down N, Hamilton St. ~ The building ako has +

R
5t
LI

e

T

served as g lemperance oen.

o

4 : : : N ' i ler, a churelt. a dontict’e or
PR I . . . .- . P v “ o .

P L I R L Y IR . s

Ry P { e '_'?‘;‘-c"_,‘?:-\\_}.. . \_}J.:‘ _;_ E\ L R




