=

City of Madison Landmarks Commission
LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM (1)

1. Name of Buildivng or Site

(1) Common

Bethal Parish Houss

(2) Historic (if applicable)

Stasnsland

1I. Location.

(1) Street Address
515 N. Carroll S5t.

(2) Ward (available @ City Clerk)
4th ward

11T, Classification

Housge

(1) Type of Property (building, monument, park, etc.)

(2) Zoning District
. ER&6

| S o erer -

(3) Present Use
antlicue, boutique, thrift shop

1V. Current Owner of Property (ava
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ilable at City Assessor's office)

(1) Name(s)
Bethel Luthsrn Church

(2) Street Address
' 312 Wis. Ave.

(3) Telephone Number
257-3577
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V. Legal Description (available at
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City Assessor’'s office)

(1) Parcel Number
0709-14441704=7
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Vi. Condition of Property

(2) Legal Description

(1) Physical Condition (excellent,
Good

good, fair, deteriorated, ruins)

(2) Altered or Unaltered?

unaltsred

(3) Moved or Original Site?

original

'(4) Wall Construction

brick; interior wells arse plastsr

(5) On a separate sheet of paper, describe the present and original
physical construction and appearance (limit 500 words). .




City of Madison Landmarks Commission _
- LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM (2)

with the sxceptlon of the thi.d floor, ars filled with the cast-offs of

VI.(5) Describe Present and Original Physical Construction and
 Appearance: -
When Halle Steensland bullt his house on N. Cerroll St. in 18006
the entire block was rssidentiel. The house wasg covered with vinses,
thers were s¢lm and ocak trees on the propsriy, and in the back yard was
a shed for a cow, horse, carriage and surrsy. In lstsr ysars before ths
shel wae torn down, the Stesnslandszept thelir car in it. In the sarly
190C's .the Jackson family lived nsxt door. '
' AL the present itime the Steensland Houss ssrves as a combination
thrift-anltque stors for the Besthel Luthern Church. Its man roons,

psoples livss. One cen find dishss, silvsr, china, crystel, kitchs
utenslils, teblsscllithses, knlves, forks, spoons, Jjewslry, 0ld fur coasts,
ruge, books, cubocards, tablss, drssseres, chairs, and all kinds of
clothing.

Al ths sntrence there 1s a set of double doors, small vestibule,
end then another sst of double doors. The original bress hardwars rsmail
on the doors, Thae Iirst floor has a library, living room-parior, dining
room, pantry and kltchen. The second floor hes sgix bedrooms and ths
original bathroom, zlthough the bathitub has been removed. Thare is a
heevy oazk slldlng door separating the largest bedroom inito a sitting
room. The third floor has thres bsdrooms and a large vorking arsa which
once houssd a billisrd teble and piasno. Ths librery, hallway and beth-
room walls heve. a flower mcotif in tns plastsr. .

JAlthough the bullding nseds some repair and the wood need clesarning
1t 1s basically in sound condition intsriorally. The external
wood framing the windoweg hes dscayed in arsas and the front poren is
sagging so it appears thet more work nseds to be dons on ths exterior
then interior, but it doess not szem extensivs, - ‘

When the house was first bullt 1t must haevs besn quits handsoms;
sgveral front windows are lezded, thse bress herdvware is good and there
wag incoor plumoing. The orizinal bethtub heg been removed.
Although thsre ars iwo fireplaccs in the house, a coal furnscs hssi

The lot ls approximatsly 54x132 fset. , ‘

Luckily, the house was never remodelsd for aparitments or offic
and s0 ths original floor plan sxists just as it did in 1896/
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City of Madison Landmarks Commission
LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM (3)
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VII., Significance .
(1) Original Owaer ' (2) Original Use

Helles Btesensland private residence
{3) Architect or Builder (4) Architectural Style
R.B. Gordon ‘
{5) Date of Constructiocn (6) Indigenous Materials Used
1896 | brick

(7) On a separate sheet of paper, describe the significance of the
nominated property and its conformance to the designation criteria
of the Landmarks Commission Ordinance (33.01),limit of 500 words.

VIII. List of Bibliographical References Used
1, - Wis. Stats Journsl Aug. 22, 1910, &ug, 23, 1910, fug. 30, 1910

Norwsiglan American, Northfield, Minn. Aug. 26, 1910
Madison Democrat, March 28, 1907

2.

3.

4. Conversations with Louise Steensland Payton, Miss Halburta
Stesnslend, and Laurentine Steesnsleand Greene. '

5., Dane Co. Title Com. ‘

6.

7-

8.
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IX. Form Prepéred By:

(1) Name and Title
Lois Stole (Mrs. Norton Stoler ’

(2) Organization Represented (if any)

(3) Address _ (4) Telephone Number
1129 Frisch Rd. : 271-2548

(5) Date Nomination Form Was Prepared
Jan. 21, 1974




City of Madison Landmarks Commission

LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM (4) ‘

VII.(7) Significance of Nominated Property and Conformance to
Degsignation Criteria:

When Helle Steensland came to the United States from Norway with
very 1ittls monsy in hie pocksts, nobody knew that he would bscoms 2
well-to-do business men which would enabls him to travel axtensivsly
end purchase bezutifvul things. To quots the Wis. State Journsl of
August 22, 1910. Halle Stesensland's caresr is the story of & ferm lad's
rice., He was born on & farm on Jume 4, 1832 and ceme to Hadlson in 185
In 1857 Halle marrisd Sophla Haslvorsdatter and by 1859 hs faelt confidsn
to entsr into the grocsry business. By 1871 a new business weas started
the Hsckla Fire Insurance Company and them the Saving Loan and Trust
Co., which has evolved into the prssent dey Bank of Maedison.

Sometime around 1860 the Stesnslands moved to what was thsn consl-
derad the country into & farm house which hss become a nationsl land-
merk. This is the LaFollstte House in Mepls Bluff and the Steenslands
lived there until 1888, During his 1ifs time Halle owned all tne
land in Maeple Bluff. &% this time 2 nwg homs was built on Langdon St.
and then not satisfizd with the location & moving firm from Chlcago
moved ths brick buillding ons half block closer the the laks. However,
this wes too far away from ths sguare and so enothsr house was bullt.
This is the houss 2t 318 N. Carroll. It cost §5,000/ amd the land
was purchaessd from Wayne Hamsey.

Th roparty staysd in the Steenslend Tamlly until 1938 whnen it
wad &%@g% ¥z ¥ the Savings Losnand Trust Co. At this time there was
$15,000. valus on ths propety. In 1942 it was sold to the Vilas ksteis
for §95004, and they sold it to the American Red Crosé. In 1949
the Farmers Mutual Automobile Insurance Co. bought the property for
%35,000/ gm In 1952 it was g0ld to the Crawford Helghts Corp. for
£23,000 and in 1953 it was sold for §12,000. By 1956 the propsrty was
sold to Bethel Luthern Church for £50,000 on a land contract and this
was gatisfisd in 1958. The prish chop has sxistsed in the 'house Tor
the past 16 ysars. Thus the Steensland have been the only Tamlily to
ever livs in the housse.

' Tha Stesnsland had six childred during thelr fifty ysars of
marrisgas. Halle loved to travel and was able to go to Afrla, Asla
and Burope. One trip lastsd 7 months. He was also vary publlc
spirited end geve much monsy to 5%, Olef's Collegs and bullt the
library there which is nsmsd after nim. He was knighted twice by the
King of Norway for hle bsnevolent work. He also bullt the bridgs on
W. Weshington ave. to celebrats his 50 years of business in Madison.
Whan he died the governor cams b0 his funsral along with other clty
dignitariss and also ithe Acting Consul of Norway attendsd. Peoplse
felt that Halls Stesensland was the kind of 2 man who enllghtnenscs and
betters his fellow men. Hs was considersd indusitrlous, educational
and scholary. His oil portrait is in the State Historical Soclsty.

Onsz of nis favorite maxims was "DO not try to gst monsy Tast.

Too many finsncliers of our day ¢o into an sarly opiivious grave on
 tnis rock.".
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